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~ .. ~.~j 

Washington, DC 20007 ·-... < 

Washington. nc Zoning Commi1:11:1iv11 ..r::: 
Carol Minen. Chair 
441 4rh S~c;~ NW :c::! 

Suil.c: 210 South w 
Washington, DC 20001 

--0 

FAX: (202) 727-6072 

Case # 02-30, Georgetown University Boathouse 

Dear Chairwoman Minen and Commissioners, 

l am writing to express my support for tl1e proposal to locate a new boathouse for 
Oeor~wn University h:nmwi~ly upstream of the present Washington Canoe Club 
boathow;t, (Case #02·30). 1 believe that additional boathouses are sorely needed to help 
~Heve the overcrowding at Thompson's Boat Center, and this location and proposed 
boathouse arc idcol in helping to alleviate some of that pressure. 

As a current member of' the US National Rowing Team who Jives and works in 
Washington, DC and bases roy training for national flnc:t international competition here on 
the Potoniac River, J ('.stn tell you straightforwardly that a Georgetown Univendty 
boathouse would he a great addicion to the Georgetown waterfront., tu lb~ boating 
oomm.unity nn the Potomac, and to the Georgetown cumruuuity as a whole, well beyond 
t.he university. 

I am a 1999 eraduate of Georgetown Uuiv·erslty and product of the Georgetown 
rowing progrcllll. I began .t\)Wlng as a freshman at Georgetown almost 8 years ago, and 
~nrcd ll$ co-captain of the Va.r.sity Lightweights my senior year. Since my graduation, I 
have worked at the Brookings Institution and the Institute for International Jic.onomir.~ 
near Dupont Circle, while training intensively (often twice a day) on the Potomac, ha.~ 
out of Potomo.c Boat Club. Last year at the World Championshipg in Seville. Spain I 
finished 6m ovemll repl'esenting the US in the Lightweight Men's (Jnacfmple Sculls. 

As an athlete rq,re.qenting Georgetown. it became quickly ~ut tu me Lhat our 
facilitif.'!S Jaeeed hehind all of our competitors. ~r~"town i:s the only membc.r of its 
league (the Facit.em A.qsociation of Rowing Colkg~~ • tbe premier rowing league i11 the 
nation) which doe.c; not have its own boathou~c; ladlity, or access to rowing t.onks. It also 
is apparent tba1' r.he available rowing fudlities in the DC arcn (aria especially in 
Oeoreetown) are vastly oversubscribtltl and that Thompson's especiaJJy is almost 
ridiculously over'-WWdt:J. Demand for rowing vastly oub:trips supply oflor.Atinns to 
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house equipme,1t and training facilities. As an athlete training for international 
1,;u,npctition on the Potomoc, tho lack of facilities impact.~ elite athletes u well us 
recreational, high school and coH,.,giat.e rowers. DC ls at a distwlvuutage to other training 
loca.tion£ purely due to the dearth of facilitiffll - in other aspects (tbe Potomac itself, the 
community and the opportunities afforded by the greater DC area) it i5 in large port 
superior to most other loc.-,ations. Four Georgetown Rowing alumni or coaches and 
overall over a do2e.n memhers of the Potomac rowing community represented the US at 
the World l :hampionships Jw-'1 year. though wauy ofus had to go elsewhere to complete 
our preparations due to U1c: Jud. of facilities. GU rowing alumni have won medals in at 
le~l I.he: lmit 2 Olympics, and scvcrol world championships over the past 8 yt".aT$.. A 
Oeorgeluwu boathouse would go a long way toward making an even greater impression 
at thc: uatkmal and even international level. 

As a resident of the community as well as a member of the rowing community on 
the Potomac, the site and proposal for a Georgetown Hoathou.qe at the site above the 
Washington Canoe CJuh makes sense. The Park Service has envisioned boailiuusc::::i ~L 
this locauon for many yf:'"..ars, [J helieve] chat plan is also writw.u into the nwrt« plan for a 
Georgetown waterfront park. It is directly under the spires of thc: Oeor~etown main 
campus .. anrl wm he a memorable landmark. I have ufl.cn awuired Philadelphia's 
Hoathouse Row- along with Potomac Bual Club am.I the Wa3hington Canoe Club, this 
would be a significant Step toward '-Ttffl.ting it w1it{uely DC.:: ~uivalent. 

As someone who uses the Capital Crescent Trail every day (I com.mute year­
round via bike from my apartment in the Palisades to the Potomac Boat L'Jub for practil'".e. 
and to Dupont Circle for work) for commuting as wen as for recreation (jogging and 
riding along the waterfront to the monuments), I can honestly say that I think the 
proposed boathouse would have ve.ry little imJlfld on the Capital Crescent Trail. Users of 
the trail already pass two boRthnu~~ a1 f.hc end of Water Street. (WCC is already just past 
the '"official" trailhead as it stands today) adding an additionaJ boatbou.st, wuul<l uuly 
extend that zone a couple of hundred yards at mosL (wilhuul ub:sl.rw.it.iug the trail) and the 
adjacent parkland above che proposed boathouse would cunLinuc:: wiluucht:«il for miles as it 
was before. I don't believe that anothtrr boa1ho~ would make an appICciablc 
difference. indeed might wc:11 ~ a good way to tran:sition into the city, with the 
Whitd.lut'St Freeway, and high-rises along Water Street ct few hundred yurds away. 

I very much appreciate the opportunity to express my views on this subject, and 1 
hope that you will see the value in having a first-class facility located above Wa~hington 
Co.noe Club on the Potomac. 

I would greatly wish to be able to attend the he.aring on May 19. hut training for 
this year's national team (and next year's Olympics) Will unfonunately keep me away 
from J.JC on thRt. date. 
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l\tkJched is D letter in support of the proposal for the Georgetown University Boathouse {case *02-30). 
I nan1e ycu very much for ycur conSiderauon or 11'115 1ener. 




