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*** Foggy Bottom and West End 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC-2A) 

C/o SL Ma.ry's Court '725 24th Street, NW Washington, DC 20037 (202) 73~1775 

Ms. Carol Mitten, Chair 
District of Columbia Zoning Commission 
441 Fnnnll STTPR.r, NW, Snire 210 
Washington, uc :lUWI 

Pcbruary 16, 2004 

Re: Z.C. C,ur; N(). 02-26 (GWU- WelLie.J.,- Cersti&r) Rr;q"r;.,-t to 
Reopen rhe Record and Decul11 die Cas6 (Square .n, Lor 847) 

Uear Chairperson Mitten: 

I would like to can the Commission's attention to my letter of October 17, 2003, 
snd the attached ANC :lA Reoolution 01 l 1A, dated. November 13, 2002. The University 
is hn~ing im reqnf'~~t on A ohnngt: ;n N'.'lniUtions. Condition:, have c.h1mged., bllt not as 
presented by GWU's fiJine of February 9, 2004. 

What has changed sin~c thi11 Rqucst was first filed in 1994 is tbal b_y OWU'$ owu 
admission, its enrollment has increased over 50%. The timing of this request is funher 
compounded with the construction of the" Ivory Towers Dormitory" located across G 
Street from the H & W Center. This bulky oversized buiJding is to house 7:55 students 
plu1, »upi,orl i.laff with a luawng dock facing the H &. W Center across G SlJ"eet In 
oddition, the University boa eomplotcd and opened "Affinity Ilou.'Jing" at z3rd &. G for 
200 students plus st.aff. Now GWU files this request to increase the cla.sses of users at the 
< :enter with 1nr.onr.Jusjve data as to how many persons are in each clas:s. In addition, the 
University"s requesi to extend opera.ti112 hours ti11 the wee hours of the morning is truly 
unacceptable to this l'esideuliw uei~hburhuuu uf white-collar workers and senior citizens. 

I J"eGpec:tfully raieo 11evers.l quections :relev,uJt to tho o.pp]ionnt'e filing of FcbnaaT)' 
~. 2004. 

1. It b my undcn;Qllldin~ that eventually as many as 1'00 students may be 
housed at the Mt. V croon Campus. 

'J.. The buse.s that GWU uses between Mt. Vernon Campus and Foggy Bottom 
are too large for the streets in FB. and with delivenes being made tn the lvocy 
Towers Donnitory on the south side of O SIJl:Xl, 1:md lJu.st:8 unloading on the 
north side, this nWTow one-way street, with parking on both sides, would 
frequently be blocked. When Virginia Ave. is closed for VIP motorco.dcs or 
nthP.rwis.P- obstmc.ted, traffic is directed to use G Street to go West 

3. This n::~ut!lill ~lol not benefit a residential neighborhood but benefits only 
GWU, which built tho Center too larg~ for the University's use and now wants 
to co1nme1cialize the Center to cover the cost. 
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4. One class of users mentioned is the University Clnh. The C.ommiR"linn 
~honln know that this. too. has not been a GWU succe.qs, and so Che UniversiIY 
has opened its opemtions to the srud.ents where they tire 8erved wine 1uul btlt'r . 

.5. Tlle applicant also mentions the Remington Condominiums. I have jn my 
possession an agreement with the Remington in which GWU a~cs to let the 
owners of Tbfl Rr.mington r.nnrlrnnininms use thfl C.enter ai:; well as park 35 
cars at Columbia Plaza. This arrangement was made to allow GWU to 
Incorporate tbe Remington's parking Jot remining wall into the lYory Tower 
Donnitory construction, to be used as the retaining wall to underground 
parking nnd wno not ci pmt ofth~ origim:.l Orderfot Square '13. 

6. LaM but not least, a check of other neighborhood. health faculties found that 
they are closed by 1 O:OOpm. Why should a mx-exempt orj!;anization located 
iu a tc$idcntinl i!l.fClG be pcrn1it.tc;d later operating hour:,? 

If the above request were granted. it definitely would violate 11 DCMR 210.2, 
"Use as a college rJr unwenity shall br lu~ated ia that it is not likely to become 
ubjecliunubl,: lu rieiglil,uririg prop,:rty be,;aw-e qf m)i$e, tro/fu;~ ttun,be,· q/ sttule,us~ or 
otl-.er ohjeaionable conditi.on~." 

If the Commission members have had a. chance to review this file (my file fills 
tb:ree ('3) paper r.arton h01cP.i::). tbP.y wiJJ 11otP. rh:u thP. pn~irinn of A NC.-2A has nor 
chan~ed. In the 198.S Campus Plan. Square 42. Lot 847, was GW's second choice for a 
dormitaT)I. I recommend the Commissioncn review the transcript covering the original 
hearing on the Cenwr before mo.king Cl decfoion. 

It is deja vu an over again. Wben GWU originally filed this application they 
promised all whu supponed it wuuld have w,e Qf the Center. The estimated tutal was 
160,000 persons. The OZA voted to protect the abutting residential community at the 
western ca.mpua boundary by approving this building as a low-intensity use facility with 
conditions. To reward GWU. now when it is basically out of compliance with it!i current 
camp11$ plan. is unacceptable. OWU should not be granted approval of this application 
tl1at would increase o~jecuonable conditio11s io ou1· ucighl,o,houd. ANC-2A 
recommends that the ZC not approve this request until the University bu proven that it 
is in basic compliance whh the current campus plan and with all zoning orders that have 
been is.sn(".d. 

Respectfully submined, ,. 

zjcA-~V-IJ2u.-~u 
Dorothy Mi1Jer1 Chair 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2-A 

Attachment (1) A student's point af view 
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The OW Hatchet Monday, December 9, 2002 

LETI'ERS TO THE .. =E=--u-=-r=-ro==-"R ___ _ 

Bad w~g c.cmdir.ian.s 
If the ·zoning restUJal:lon manges 

and allows the Heafrh RJ:\.d WflllnPAA. 
Ccntc~ to oto.y · op CA 1l.l'\til 1, a.a,., 
Monc:lay to Prtd.ay, m.u,y 1Ui.fur1m~t:n 
problems will come ·to head for 'HWC 
mcmngcmcnt· nnd ·i:, dtu.clent c:mploy­
cco. 

c~n·enl~, ~ student employees 
at the HWc are seen· as expenaatile, 
and management urges student!! who 
11.J'fl 11nh11ppy· 11hn11t · r1.111111ty nf · 11ffl 
i".suca and ,va5c:> to ::,c,c,k other 
employment instead of trying to give 
pay raises and create a good working 
l'TlvironmPnt. 

HWC mEmagement Is not st.tivjng 
for high st.nde.tds but le· ccinccrnca 
wtth saving its own jobs at the 
expense of the student worker. With 
the additional burden oE b.tex hoi~rs 
on the horiz,on, it i:, ol 1.1.b:noot ~m:rol:' 
tam:e to take care of i;t1.tt.i1mt 4::lllploy­
ees who constitute the workforce that 
ntnl!l thHP h11llti1n~ :mti rn f~kfl 1nrn 
cont;ld~3t10n their thoushts and feel­
U\86· 

t'tesentlY, l\owever, management 
re110rt11 to f1r1ng tho11e who express 
tl\.ijr c:onc11rns wlth s:uch oper.at!ons:, 
a,; il did lo my friend, who voiced his 
concerns. It is probatJiy those that 
express.such co~cems, after three and 
a half years ol work, that ·truly car•· 

. ~bo1.:1t the otgwz•l;ion £or wh(ch they 
wurk ill11!.l 11.n: uyJ.ug lu !U1J:.1IUVt: - c:11:1 
with my .t,:itmd. ·. , . 

l saw first hand how employees 
are b:eated when I was po!.:P.d with a 
,,.,l,v oulL,;,1ul• l.,.l Lh• hot•4 ~\"""'ol&'"X 
dwi.ng the Jay i.eno concert at the 
Smith C.:e'Atel'. J:ie b:e11,ep . ~ conde-

acend.insly for looking like l waG 
't:11Juyll11S llu: 111.Luw. I l1c1Ve cal.Su he<!.>:ol 
hcii:ror storles ot student employees 
whc:, gP.r 11c:rumP.d at by Rtudent 
patron• fr,r en£c>roing poi:Mlo& 
Dt:,k'1u:iJ.m:11l ul Alhlclk:; o\J.ld 
Recreation. policie&, ihen have the 
man•gement side with the screaming 
·ctudent& inetead of bacld~ up the 
student' they employ. Fwth~rrno~, I 
asl<.ed smctem emplO}'C;!l!S how muct1 
they are paid., and. tt ts surely not 
l'!ncmgh t0 take such abuse from· man­
... ~~cX\I:, who occ,;i lhczn ac cxpcncl 
able, or .frui:n tt:llow :stuLl.cnt:s, wlLu 1c::ll 
at'them for enfo.rcing r;nundane policy. 

Next 'tune you, go into the HWC. 
pla~ ~ as to how upper manag~­
mcnt trcat3 their :;cud~ cmployCCG. 

-Clcili l:uckarskl 
senior 
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