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Honorable Carol Mitten, Chairperson 
District of Columbia Zoning Commission 
441 -Fourth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

Ref: Catholic University of America Campus Plan, Case No. 02-20 

Dear Chairperson Mitten: 
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After examining the draft order proposed by the Catholic University of 
America in this case, we have found a number of overt and potential 
discrepancies affecting items 4, 31, 32 and page 17. I have prepared a 
letter, dated April 15, 2003, which is attached. We respectfully request 
the record in this case be reopened to receive the attached information. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

dJttt,,77~ ~10 . ,/2:;:i!;d /i:_~, 
Norma M. Broadnax 
Chairperson 

Attachment 
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April 15,2003 

VIA FACSIMILE TO 202-727-6072 
Original Mailed 

Honorable Carol Mitten, Chairperson 
District of Columbia Zoning Commission 
441 Fourth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

Ref: Catholic University of America Campus Plan, Case No. 02-20 

Dear Chairperson Mitten: 

After careful review of the draft Catholic University of America proposed 
campus plan order, ANC SA strongly objects to the following items: 

Item 4 because it does not acknowledge, and it should, ANC SA support 
for the bond issue for BZA order No. 16534. 

Item 31 because it references broad community input in connection with 
the preparation of the 2002 campus plan and text on pages 16 and 17 and 
characterizes discussions with the affected ANCs and community 
organizations as "adequate". It does not acknowledge the University's 
refusal to seat ANC SA's designees even though they had served on the 
previous campus plan committee. Nor do these references acknowledge 
how the University incorporated community input. 

Item 32 because it references "ANC of record for the main campus, ANC 
SC", however, the campus plan covers the entire University, part of which 
now falls within ANC SA's territory. Moreover, the Office of Zoning 
notified both ANC SA and SC regarding the campus plan, thereby 
acknowledging they both are "AN Cs of record" entitled to great weight 
pursuant to the Corporation Counsel's September 16, 1987 Opinion and 
the DC Court of Appeals ruling in Neighbors United for a Safer 
Community v Board of Zoning Adjustment No. 91-AA-1009. The 
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University's proposed order would, in effect, invite the commission to a 
back door abrogation of these binding legal authorities. 

Page 17 of the proposed order asserts the Commission gave great weight 
to ANC 5A's recommendations. Great weight requires each consideration 
raised by an ANC to be ex,plicity addressed. The University's draft order 
does not satisfactorily address how ANC 5A's concerns about how 
discontinuation of the on-campus housing guarantee coupled with a 900-
sutdent increase in undergraduate enrollment are addressed, nor does it 
fulfill ANC 5A's demand the University commit to continue vigorously 
enforcing student misconduct sanctions and the Disciplined Properties 
Program. 

Enclosed please also find a copy of a community letter on the above­
referenced matter. 

Thank you for your kind attention to these concerns. Please call 202-635-
6563 if there are questions. 

Sincerely, 

~r.n~ ,Y?}. )0,~~ 
Norma M. Broadnax 
Chairperson 

Attachment 
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:aanorabl• ~l Mitton, ~soit 
D~str4c~ at co~\UIOna z~ Coami.aa~on 
441 1"ourth Street. Jlif ~ 
-...hib.gton. DO ;,0001. 

938.~ Pla~e; NE. 
wallhi~gt.o.n, DC ~POl.., 

7 April 2003 

ltB= C..t.holic onivorai.ty ot ADl!x-iaa. can;nu Plan, Cu• lfo. 02-20 

Dear C'haJ.~on lt:Lt:.t:.ns 

r wo~ld like te oft.r the fol10'fing e:Qllmants ~ the 
cat:hol.ia Univerll9iey of Ameri.ca"s PrOPO•ed canwnission =der end 
ux-ga hMt it ba inoditi.ed to r•f1eet t.b.1.a con~: 

lt.em 1 makes re.fuenca to ~Qe Sall. oa if i ti etill e:dated.. 
even though tbig building 1taa damoliahad ~evex-Cll ~r• ago and 
is now • open lot. 

J;t;em U makes ref111renea to 11 eliminating- northbound ace.a• tt> 
M:Le.bJ.gan AY11ffl.11t•. Rortbbouqd ac:.ectl!J•, baw8VEU;"• .wouJ.4 :oe tron.­
no~ t:~chigall · Avanu.e:. 

n .. aJ. merit• nppl,wse, encouxa\ting th• Unive¥"111.ty to porlardl 
arai,eological lffld historid at.w.Uu af tll9 ltlnds 4-kribed has 
~ a m:Lnor ob;iect.i.ye ot the Michigan .Pa:i:lt: c::t.ti.aesu; 
Alli•oeiation tar •ose ~. 

+tm 27 1n t&l1dem with rtiiM ,3 :led s. and SJU.ch re.f~es,.cas o.a 
•cont:.i.nuatian of th• •tatua c;uQ• oU. page. 11, it unfeirly '1i,ve:s 
the ~aa;I.Qtt ehe aniv4ltllity i• eon.t~ng th,a &tatu.e quo. 
But th• TJn.i,rera;tt.y i• m:tt. con~J.nuing Qe statu111 quo. The. 
unive.rs-ity' • 41•C('JJ1U1'luatitm of the on-campus blN-.iJ1g· 
gulll'antff tor juniora and s"'1iors •. coup.l.ilild with t.he propo•-4 
cttder•a admieeion th.a llni'V'ft'11it.y pl,ma ta dl!lfflQllsh the aoueh 
~s doi:wci.tor.iss eOftillty, s.pauldu.g (Feaatltly 
uni.nhabitable>, and Bpel~, are d~rtm•sJ: ·t:tCJD tJt. 11:tatus 
qu.o. only .i.t. c;:v.rrst ac:tual enroll.Dent and don'rlto.ry­
avirl..l.l!t}3i1ity. lev~la i.s the de :f:iai:t.o statu,e quo SMi:l'lt.ined 
mte&l11$Et tber• ia a slight surplu• of on-c~s housing. Th• 
Uni~.ritity•s asta.t.t 111tant::i..tm of a.dduig 900 un~ate 
atudante ar,,l/o~ dGmolitiOl\ of eJtieh:i..ftg dormito~ies wou.14 
.ulJ&t.mtiVttl.y a.lter the statue .quo. l2JR COPPi11ion llhonJ4 
mneo4 tbe g.ap>ac,:l or,w;: to eon.t1uw tu on-cmnt>ta hQUsi n.ri 
su•rOntee fQr .al;L.imd&t:o:ndn@te st:P4At•, • long::-stN>d:lpp CilA 
P+Oc:tJ.t-e, tg Mk• &:ieitm,nse, to tb@ 1tatua. quo bc»o, t:\.4@. 

;t:tllll, 27 makes rt11f~mce to "CD'A • a lonv-stanaing- policy 
r11qU.iring t~ad1tional. full ... tin9e undergraduate, ncn ... Qombl.tU 
fre.sl'mllm ar.4 sophOIIIDr• to liv• on ~a-. Tb• wv ct1A.... 
b(]Wf!!"Ve:t', d•t~ee "'ccmirffiJ.tu atudents• iDQlude• GnY" stud-..~ not 
1 i v1ng 011 eanp111 , 'th.ere.by CUA tarnis iUl underg;ra&..aa. tl! •tu.dent. 
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wbcu:1• •name• ia N- York or California but who is livtnq·w.:l.th 
a~era1 other stu.da:nts in IP1 off~cmnou,a house ill. ~e ~kland 
neighbor~. as. a •conmu~ttr atuc.'lflnt• and all°"" Chat atudent 
ta·vo~ :far the "'t.:1....Uts at'I.IQ9tlt :representa.civ-es•.i.n tba 
tlk1!versity• s student QOV"etilrtlltlt. llltmt the Un1veniey really 
meena to i:say, .inBttlild of ... ixm.-eotalfflltar txe~ and 
•ol)b.omores". z wo1,1ld ventl,Jl;"Q, .1.s •:ereahlq,im ~ sQpl:uJma:z:'et!I who 
are not living nth fa!Q.ily or z:oelativea in t.hiii -.shi.natmi 
~t.ropolitan area'"'. This wall tJle poi:i.cy -wben I was a •tu.de.Qt 
t.11u-~ ~ a m&lmb4U:: Q1! t;he U9:ir g~ J,'>lazi <ioma:Ltt.ff a d.ec-.c!e 
•!JO Vheft all o:f eA11 · DJl.iV1¢"1111.ity IRlB in ANC 5.A. 

It• 21 di•cuasea on-cug,u.a al'DCl.ities pxov!dl!ld t.o •t-udents. 
l:N.t iii order to objectively .._.IIMMJ• the .uff~cieney o! t1101e 
smen1ti.es, ~a CommiBsion. sh:oul.d ~Bqliire the tJni.ve:rei~ t.e> 
arrange tor il:n aX'#llll-lengtb,. i-udependent, cm.ttt!~ Rlj:11aasment o'f 
the student•_· ••••·---~ •inae it J.=- thei.r l)e¥"c:u,pt;iDDB 
r~cling ~it:..i•• wh-:t~h tna.tter fllO•~. 
tmJ.ver .. ity Vice l'x'ee:tdanc fllw.tlln Parvi.nodded MQ'Uly in 
reapoQse to 'lfti' axba:rt.aticm. at t.b.Q hearing tbat the o.ni~aity­
cODrl.t in t:ba cu.pus plan to continu• vigorous1y lmZetr;cing 
•1:udent m.1.sccmduct- oaneciQilll ~d the DJ..•e!plinad Propertie• 
'.P.:tOliJJ:'Affl., bilo. · 1"'111 .i · end 3A Ml aho~t o-f. ooaai-t,td.ng to 
r:tmti:w.ing- and vig0:r:-ou•ly ..o.forc.ing tbea• polic;iea. ~ 
conni a,d,on ttboul4 odd o sm.tms• 9!i50l i ,;i.t:Jv c.,..,;U.t,i~ the 
IlAi•tait.¥. ~~ ru,1u~111'10 :o:;Lgo:i:OJU1lv enfo:oine: ftuwm,t iiiaoPDdU1:t 
sanct:t.cma end :tln» J>iapi:nlined, Pl'RJ)ex:twu Proanm. 

:item 29 ••NM• additiQrUl.l •tud~t• living off ~ 
C:gnll!l~ent to fut:u.re ~llafflt. growth will be d:ifstri,buted 
11Venly t;:hroucrhout: m• aw.t~libin l!l.'l,6... There Ls' . ~r. 
110 ju.atif'ic•tian fc,r this assW!l{>tion if studenta .mt:1 lfOUld 
prafer to l;l Ye -on eanipw1 ara torcad t:o move of'f campa.a 
consequ.ant co d1aoantinuat1on of the an"'CUUl!?US hmu!ling 
warantee. Btuoents wba wou.J.4 prefer to ltv• on campws may 
want to li'Vlt clo•• ~o eenp.».11 activit.iH or not own an 
11utamoh.ile. They W'Olild 1- mere likely to 1llOYw close by thnn 
Ytudentsa -who freely c:boose to li,re off ca.qnm. The Ccmm:fesio;s. 
ahQl.ll.4.namd re tb:f 11. a,1q~tion..tQ !:ie :Juct-:ftc o:r;, a.ietc. it 
t;cql\ the ti:o,,l · 0¥:48~, A ternatively~ the Camm1••iaa could 
raw.iire the Onivarsity to .c::ontinua XJll:ltlito:ting ita off-campu• 
unde.rgradua.ta atudent11' housing locatiQtl.t5 .im.d ~'1Vid& for 
:l'~ the Cll.•o before· l:he c~ plai, • • ~enl 1• up 1.f the 
Aaaunptio~ ;%'0v'e• irta.eei.u:atb. 

r •ppreciate your attei:o.tion to the~a oonciarns. 

ugpact.f\llly wbmitteci; 

J),;.-a . :]),~~ J :: 
Pino n.-tud:i ·. 
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