
August 21, 2002 

Zoning Commission 

Jeffrey S. Berkes and Margaret Lacy 
2930 28th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

for the District of Columbia 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 220 ., 

' 
Washington, DC 2000 I 
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RE: Case No. 02-06 -
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

My wife and I are writing you to support the adoption of regulations, which would allow 
vacant restaurant space in Cleveland Park and Woodley Park to be re-occupied as 
restaurant space. Specifically, we support re-establishing restaurant and other eating 
establishments in the former Mazza property that was acquired and is being renovated 
by Starwood/Urban. 

We are opposed to an arbitrary threshold on the amount of restaurant space in our 
neighborhood. The current regulations are unfair property owners that wish to 
upgrade and maintain their buildings (which is important for the long-term health and 
viability of any neighborhood) and re-occupy space with uses similar to those that 
existed prior to renovation. Further, these regulations are particularly onerous to 
building owners in times of economic uncertainty when it may be impossible to re­
occupy a space with a similar use within the three-year deadline currently proposed. 

Cleveland Park is a wonderful neighborhood with a diverse mix of residents and 
commercial uses. Having a broad selection of eating establishments is important to the 
urban vitality that makes Cleveland Park so appealing. No reason exists to arbitrarily 
limit the number restaurant options in our neighborhood and reduce this vitality. 

Finally, we are opposed to the Exxon gas station, Brookeville Market, 7-11 and other 
non-restaurants as being classified as "restaurants" for the purpose of determining the 
amount of eating establishments in Cleveland Park, simply because these businesses 
serve some prepared food incidental to their primary businesses. Their inclusion is 
ridiculous to the point of being absurd. Can you imagine the uproar in the 
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neighborhood if Brookeville closed for three years and a substitute grocery store could 
not be brought into Cleveland Park because the arbitrary threshold amount of eating 
establishments had been exceeded? Bottom line: the gas station, the grocery store and 
the convenience store are not restaurants so do not treat them as such to force an 
arbitrary limit on one of the few owners in Cleveland Park that has improved its 
property in recent years. 

The ANC and the citizens' association views on this matter are at odds with ours. Our 
neighbors that we have discussed this with are of the same opinion. 

/104 
Margaret Lacy 
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