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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
EXBCUTIVE omCE OF THE MAYOR 

MARG:kBT NEDEI..l(OFF KELLEMS, Esq. 
Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice 

*** --
April 12, 2002 

~ 
:;.o 

f4J 001 

f'..:J~. .. ,, _.,•., 
-··ri fi1 
··:.; (") 

Carol J. Mitten u, I "i[':! 

Chairman, Zoning Commission 
D.C. Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 210 South 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

RE: Zoning Commission Case Number Ol-36C, Consolidated PUD and Map 
Amendment at Square S5868, Lot 1- Unified Communications Center 

Dear Chairman Mitten: 

We are writing to you regarding the Unified Communications Center {UCC) 
project being proposed for the East Campus of St. Elizabeths, currently scheduled for a 
Zoning Commission Hearing on April 18, 2002. The purpose of this letter is to request 
that the Zoning Commission approve the proposed amendment and allow this critical 
public safety project to proceed. We strongly support this project because it will provide 
much needed and enhanced public safety, customer service, emergency preparedness and 
neighborhood revitalization benefits to Ward 8, and the District as a whole. 

The UCC will be much more than just another government building. It will 
provide the opportunity for Ward 8 residents to realize tangible service delivezy 
improvements resulting from a state-of-the-art technology and public safety initiative like 
theUCC. 

The timing is critical in light of our current need to update existing 911 and 
emergency management response facilities and equipment with new proven technology, 
as well as our need to prepare for and effectively manage events and emergencies like 
September 11th. Another important goal of the project is to improve the District's ability 
to recruit and retain persons for these critical public safety and citizen service request 
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The new centralized, advanced-technology communications center for the District of 
Columbia will improve both emergency ( especially the Fire/EMS and Police 
departments) and non~emergency service response to District constituents. Some of the 
improvements will be due to a common, centralized facility for different agencies having 
a strong need for similar advanced communications technology and coordination during 
emergencies and major events. Some of the improvements will be due to the new 
technology and refined business processes. Advanced proven teclmology, stream.lined 
processes and a functional designed facility will provide for more effective and efficient 
operations among all public safety functions of the Unified Communications Center. 

The new UCC will provide a major public safety benefit by improving emergency 
preparedness as well as response time by the Metropolitan Police, the Fire and 
Emergency Medical Services Departments and the Emergency Management Agency, 
through the consolidation and integration of critical public safety commwrications 
functions and refined business processes. These are obviously vital services, where faster 
responses save lives and property. 

Moreover, as a result of the events of September 11, 2001, there is need to centrally 
manage emergencies and major events among various coordinating agencies. The UCC 
will also serve this critical function by providing the required reliability and security for 
the public safety and critical communication functions within the UCC. Finally, the UCC 
will provide a 24-hour public safety presence in the District of Columbia and sU1Tounding 
areas 

I write to ask that the Zoning Commission approve the proposed amendment at the April 
18, 2002 zoning hearing. We strongly support the UCC project, and we ask that the 
Zoning Commission do so as well. 

Please feel free to contact me at 202-727-4036 if you have any questions. 

cc: Anthony Hood, Vice-Chair 
James HBDilaham, Commissioner, 
Peter May, Commissioner, 
John Parsons, Commissioner 

Sin ely, A 
. ~,~:;( 
argret Nedelkoff Kellems, Esq. 

Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
EXEXUTIVE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

*** 

FACSIMILE 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUSTICE 

TO: 

FAX: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

CAROL MITTEN, CHAIRMAN 
ZONING COMMlSSlON 

Margret Nedelkoff Kellems, Esq. @ 
Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice 

April 12, 2002 

SUBJECT: Zoning Commission Case Nwnber Ol-36C 

Please see attached. 

Thank you. 
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This message is intended only for the use of the individua 1 or cndty to which it is addressed and may contain information thal is privileged, confiderttial, and exempt fl•om 
disclosure undi:r applicable law. If the readc:r ofthi~ menage is not the intended recipient or the employer or a gent responsible for delivering the message io the intended 
n:cipiml, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, disa-fbudon, or copyin; of thi11 communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this eommunic::ntion in 
error, please notify us immediately by telephone, and return the: original menage to us at the address above via the U.S, Postal Service. 
Thank you. 




