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Antenna Review Group 
Meetings 

May 2001 
June 2001 
July 25, 2001 
January 30, 2002 
February 5, 2002 
February 12, 2002 
March 5, 2002 
March 27, 2002 

OP drafted initial proposed regulations 
The group revie,ved 



FCC 

July 25, 2001 
Dr. Robert F. Clevela11d and Ed Maniple of the 

FCC Office of Engineering and Technology, 
and 

Mr. Evan Baranoff, FCC staff attorney n1et with 
the group a11d explained the radio frequency 
(RF) standards, the legal boundaries of local 
regulation 



FCC Explained 

- Local municipalities cannot set RF standards 
i11 excess of tl1ose established by the FCC 

Local zo11ing regulatio11s: 
niay address the placen1ent a11d constructio11 of 
a11ten11as 

• 111ay not res11lt i11 tl1e prol1ibition of service or the 
discrin1ination between service providers 

- FCC's RF li1nits apply cu1nulatively to all sources 
of RF e111issio11s affecting a given area (i.e. wl1e11 
co-locating 111ust consider all RF e111issio11s fro111 
ALL ante11nas 011 site) 



Comprehensive Plan 

• 102 STABILIZING & IMPROVING THE 
DISTRICT'S NEIGHBORHOODS 

• 106 RESPECTING & IMPROVING THE 
PHYSICAL CHARACTER OF THE 
DISTRICT 

• 108 PRESERVING THE HISTORIC 
CHARACTER OF THE DISTRICT 

• 109 REAFFIRMING AND STRENGTHENING 
THE DISTRICT'S ROLE AS THE 
ECONOMIC HUB OF THE NATIONAL 
CAPITAL REGION 

• 110 PROMOTING ENHANCED PUBLIC 
SAFETY 
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• unify the antennas and towers regulations 
• strengthening the purpose of the regulations 
• providing for the reasonable expansion of antennas 

and wireless service 
accommodate emerging technologies 

•Specify appropriate zoning districts for each use 

•Establish new definitions 
matter-of-right uses 
special exception uses 
submittal information 

•Include evidence of FCC compliance 

•Ensure public hearing for towers and monopoles 





Zoning Authority 

OP further believes that the proposed antenna regulations are 
consistent "·ith Section 332(c) (7) (A) of the federal 1996 
Telecomnn1nications Act: 

(7) PRESERVATION OF LOCAL ZONING AUTHORITY 

(A) GENERAL AUTHORITY: Except as provided in this 
paragraph, nothing in this Act shall lin1it or affect the 
authority of a State or local governn1ent or instrun1entality 
thereof over decisions regarding the placen1ent, 
construction, and n1odification of personal wireless service , 1 

facilities. 
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Definitions 
Antenna Dish 

Antenna Panel 
Antenna Tower 

Co-location 
Equipn1e11t Cabinet or Shelter 

Mo11opole 
Mount 

RF Field 
RF Radiation 

Stealtl1 Structure 
Telecon1. Service Provider 

Telecon1 Facility 





























Proposed Regulations for Antennas 

Matter of Rigl1t- All antennas (other than broadcast 
antennas in residence zone districts) arc al lov1cd as n1attcr of 
right 

Exe111pt - So1nc antennas arc cxc1npt and litnited by quanity 

Locatio11 Based- Unless exen1pted, antennas n1ust cotnply 
\Vith certain conditions depending upon \vhethcr they arc 
placed on a roof, n1ounted on a building, or n1ountcd on the 
oround b 

Special Exceptio11 -Unless cxcn1ptcd, antennas n1ust 
con1ply \Vith certain conditions depending upon \Vhethcr they 
are placed on a roof, n1ounted on a building, or n1ounted on 
the ground 





Intent of the R Zones 

The R-1 district is designed to protect q11iet 
reside11tial areas now developed with 011e-fa1nily 
detacl1ed dwelli11gs a11d adjoi11ing vaca11t areas 
lil<ely to be developed for tl1ose purposes (200.1 
11 DCMR) 

Tl1e provisio11s of this chapter are i11tended to 
stabilize the residential areas and to pron1ote a 
s11itable e11vironn1ent for fa1nily life. For that 
reason, 011/y a few additio11al a11d co111patible uses 
slzall be per,nitted. (200.1 b 11 DCMR) 



C-1 Intent 

7 Tl1e C-1 district is desig11ed to provide 
convenie11t retail and personal service 
establisl1ments for the day-to-day needs of a 
sn1all tributary area, wit/1 a 11zi11i111u111 i11z act 
u 011 su1;41;4ourzdin 1;4esidential develo 11zent. 

(Emphasis added) 









Tower and Monopoles By Right 

The Ge11eral Industry (M) Districts are 
designed to provide areas suitable for 
developn1e11t as heavy industrial sites, but at 
the same time protect those industrial 
developments from the intrusion of non­
industrial uses tl1at impede the full 
utilization of properly located industrial 'I 

sites (820.1 11 DCMR) 
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