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Community house - a group of three (3) one-family dwellings, each on a separate lot, erected 
simultaneously as a group, with each of the outer dwellings having a side yard. 

f Community-based residential facility - a residential facility for persons who have a common need for 
treatment, rehabilitation, assistance, or supervision in their daily living. This definition includes, but 
is not limited to, facilities covered by D.C. Law 2-35, The Community Residence Facilities Licensure 
Act of 1977, and facilities formerly known as convalescent or nursing home, residential halfway 
house or social service center, philanthropic or eleemosynary institution, and personal care home. 

If an establishment is a community-based residential facility as defined in this section, it shall not be 
deemed to constitute any other use permitted under the authority of these regulations. A 
community-based residential facility may include separate living quarters for resident supervisors 
and their families. All community-based residential facilities shall be included in one (1) or more of 
the following subcategories: 

(a) Adult rehabilitation home - a facility providing residential care for one (1) or more individuals 
sixteen (16) years of age or older who are charged by the United States Attorney with a felony 
offense, or any individual twenty-one (21) years of age or older, under pre-trial detention or 
sentenced court orders; 

(b) Community residence facility - a facility that meets the definition for and is licensed as a 
community residence facility under the Health Care Facilities and Community Residence Facilities 
Regulations, 22 DCMR 3099.1, as that definition may be amended from time to time; 

(c) Emergency shelter - a facility providing temporary housing for one (1) or more, individuals who 
are otherwise homeless and who are not in need of a long-term sheltered living arrangement, as 
that arrangement is defined in the Health Care Facilities and Community Residence Regulations, 22 
DCMR 3099.1; 

(d) Health care facility - a facility that meets the definition for and is licensed as a skilled care 
facility or intermediate nursing care facility under the Health Care Facilities and Community 
Residence Regulations, 22 DCMR 3099.1, as those definitions may be amended from time to time; 

(e) Substance abusers home - a community residence facility that offers a sheltered living 
arrangement, as that arrangement is defined in the Health Care Facilities and Community Residence 
Facilities Regulations of the District of Columbia, 22 DCMR 3099.1, for one (1) or more individuals 
diagnosed by a medical doctor as abusers of alcohol, drugs, or other controlled substances; 

(f) Youth rehabilitation home - a facility providing residential care for one (1) or more individuals 
less than twenty-one (21) years of age who have been detained or committed by a court pursuant to 
their involvement in the commission of an act designated as an offense under the law of the District 
of Columbia, or of a state if the act occurred in a state, or under federal law. The facility shall not 
house persons sixteen (16) years of age or older who are charged by the United States Attorney with 
a felony offense; or 

(g) Youth residential care home - a facility providing safe, hygienic, sheltered living arrangements 
for one (1) or more individuals less than eighteen (18) years of age, not related by blood, adoption, 
or marriage to the operator of the facility, who are ambulatory and able to perform the activities of 
daily living with minimal assistance. (28 DCR 3483) 

Court - an unoccupied space, not a court niche, open to the sky, on the same lot with a building, 
which is bounded on two (2) or more sides by the exterior walls of the building or by two (2) or 
more exterior walls, lot lines, or yards. A court may also be bounded by a single curved wall of a 
building. (28 DCR 4192) 

Court, closed - a court surrounded on all sides by the exterior walls of a building, or by exterior walls 
of a building and side or rear lot lines, or by alley lines where the alley is less than ten feet (10 It.) 
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Dwelling, two-family - a dwelling used exclusively as a residence for two (2) families living 
independently of each other. A two-family dwelling is a flat. 
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Dwelling unit - one {l) or more habitable rooms forming a single unit that is used for living and 
sleeping purposes, which may or may not contain cooking facilities. The term dwelling unit shall 
include a dwelling, apartment, bachelor apartment, or tenement, but shall not include a rooming 
unit. 

Elderly day care home - a dwelling unit used in part for the care, education, recreation or training of 
no more than five (5) elderly individuals who are not related by blood or marriage to the caregiver 
and who are present for less than 24 hours per day. This definition encompasses facilities generally 
known as senior care centers, elder care programs, and similar programs and facilities. 

Electronic Equipment Facility (EEF) - regardless of the name given, a facility or space used primarily 
for or intended to be used primarily for the housing, operation, and/or co-location of computer 
equipment that provides: (a) electronic data switching, (b) transmission, and/or (c) 
telecommunication functions, whether inside or outside the facility. The term Electronic Equipment 
Facility includes, but is not limited to, Data Center, Server Farm, Co-Location Facility, 
Telecommunications Switching Center, Tech Hotel, Telco Hotel, and Telecommunications Central 
Office. 

Except, for purposes of this title, the term EEF shall not include facilities occupying less than one 
thousand five hundred square feet (1,500 sq. ft.) of building area that are utilized as remote 
terminal units or Optical Transition Nodes as necessary for the operation of cable television systems. 

Ancillary uses may include an office for equipment personnel, back-up power generators, and fuel 
storage, but do not include company offices, retail uses, or customer service operations. 

Embassy - the official residence of an ambassador or other chief of a diplomatic mission, or that 
portion of a combined chancery/embassy devoted to use as such official residence. (25 DCR 2771) 

Enclosed pedestrian space - an area, located within a building, designed for pedestrian use and 
enclosed on all sides, that may be covered by a roof of a transparent material which exposes the 
area to natural light. (DCR 10786) 

+, Family - one (1) or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption, or not more than six (6) 
persons who are not so related, including foster children, living tG>gether as a single house-keeping 
unit, using certain rooms and housekeeping facilities in common; Provided, that the term family 
shall include a religious community having not more than fifteen (15) members. 

Flat - a two-family dwelling 

Floor area ratio - a figure that expresses the total gross floor area as a multiple of the area of the 
lot. This figure is determined by dividing the gross floor area of all buildings on a lot by the area of 
that lot. 

Food delivery service - a restaurant, delicatessen or fast food restaurant in which the principal use is 
delivery of prepared food by motor vehicle to customers located off the business premises. Seating 
and tables for customers may or may not be provided for on-premises consumption, but if present 
are clearly subordinate to the principal use of delivering prepared food to off-site customers. Any 
establishment that derives more than seventy-five percent (75%) of its sales from delivery orders 
will be considered a food delivery service in all cases. This definition does not include catering 
establishments. (40 DCR 3744) 

Garage, mechanical parking - a building or other structure without repair or service facilities in 
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