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Planning Principles

A Green Gateway to the River
Poplar Point should be a gracious, inviting, green gate-
way to Anacostia Park and the Anacostia River.  It should
be redesigned to promote access to parkland, and to
allow for the restoration of Stickfoot Creek and accompa-
nying wetlands.

A Place of Arrival 
Poplar Point should be the arrival point to the Anacostia
RiverParks by multiple modes – transit, water taxi, 
and car, along with local and regional bike and pedestrian
trails, paths, and sidewalks.  Community access to the
park should be strengthened with redesigned park gate-
ways at Howard Street, W Street, and Good Hope Road.

A Signature Waterfront Park 
Design, restoration, and reclamation of the Poplar Point
waterfront should result in a landscape of memorable
beauty and environmental sensitivity. This park should 
be a jewel in the family of parks, gardens, trails, 
and gathering spaces along the Anacostia waterfront.

A Home to Culture, History, and Community
Poplar Point should commemorate history and culture –
creating new, accessible sites for memorial gardens, 
culture, and museums, and linking the park to a vital 
residential and commercial neighborhood in Historic
Anacostia.

An Opportunity for Neighborhood Development
Areas of development on Poplar Point should feel like the
extension of surrounding neighborhoods in Historic
Anacostia. New uses should serve the community and 
be built to a compatible scale.  They should help comple-
ment existing uses on MLK Avenue and help connect
existing neighborhoods to the waterfront.  Uses such as
housing, neighborhood retail, museums, and community
facilities should all be included.

Park plan and view analysis.

Place appropriately scaled buildings in front of the parking 
garage to reduce its bulky presence.

Upgrade the Anacostia Metro as an inter-modal station 
with buses, shuttles, bicycle and pedestrian routes, and 
links to water taxis and ferries.

Realign Anacostia Drive as an elegant crescent road 
framing the park, with public and private uses

Design Howard Road, Good Hope Road, and W Street as 
gateways into Poplar Point Park.

Link Martin Luther King Avenue and Historic Anacostia to 
Poplar Point via joint development on the WMATA site, a 
Howard Road that contains a vibrant mix of uses, and the 
existing private parcels.

Lower the Anacostia Freeway (I-295) in its current location 
to allow better crossings from the Historic Anacostia 
neighborhood.

Create a new tunnel crossing for regional traffic on South
Capitol Street, and rebuild and relocate the Frederick 
Douglass Bridge.

Frame the Suitland Parkway, a major gateway to the city, 
with a unique and memorable landscape.
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Plan of improvements at Poplar Point.
                                                                                                      PLAN IMPROVEMENTS AT POPLAR POINTANACOSTIA WATERFRONT INITIATIVE 2004 :
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EXISTING ZONING
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Extracted from Online Zoning Information
published by the District of Columbia Office of Zoning,
DCGIS, and Office of the Chief Technology Officer (OCTO)
Exported on: 

To certify zoning on any property in order to satisfy 
a legal requirement, contact the office of Zoning at 
the address listed below.

District of Columbia Office of Zoning, 
441 4th St NW. Suite 200 South, Washington, DC 20001 
202-727-6311 | dcoz@dc.gov
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SITE PLAN
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SITE PLAN
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VISION PLAN
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STREETSCAPE  PLAN
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PROPOSED HOWARD ROAD STREET SECTION A‒A'
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PROPOSED SIDE STREET SECTION B‒B'
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3D AERIAL VIEW TO NORTHWEST (towards Nationals Park)
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3D AERIAL VIEW TO CAPITOL
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3D VIEW FROM WEST


