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July 8, 2025 
 

Via email to: bzasubmissions@dc.gov  
 
District of Columbia Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 200-S 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
  
Re: BZA Case No. 21335  

2016 1st Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Sir or Madam:  
 
 

I hereby move that the Board of Zoning Adjustment permit the Applicant, Ms. Pam Wilson, to file 
supplemental materials after the June 30, 2025 deadline for her July 30, 2025 hearing before the Board 
regarding the application for building located at 2016 First Street NW (the “Property”).  
 
Authority 
 
Pursuant to Subtitle Y §300.15 and §300.16, an application should be complete and in its final form 30 
days prior to a hearing before the Board of Zoning Adjustment. Pursuant to Subtitle Y § 300.17, 
however, the Board of Zoning Adjustment may, for good cause shown, waive this deadline.  
 
In this case, there is good cause: the Applicant received an updated Referral Memorandum on July 8, 
2025, which directed the Applicant to update her request for relief to align with a different section of the 
DC Code. The Applicant has prepared updated materials, following coordination with the Office of 
Planning and the Zoning Administrator, and has provided a final submission package that aligns with the 
updated Referral Memorandum. Unfortunately, because the updated Referral Memorandum was not 
available until July 8, 2025, the Applicant cannot meet the June 30, 2025 submission deadline. 
  
Background 
 
The application seeks, in summary, to validate the existence of a third residential unit, located on the 
first floor of the Property, although the building is zoned for only up to 2 residential units. The intent for 
use of the property did not change in this updated submission package; only the method of relief. 
  
On May 9, 2025, the Applicant received a Referral Memorandum that indicated that she needed to file a 
request for a use variance on the Property to allow for use of the unit, which was previously approved 
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for a home office use, to be used as a residential unit. This use variance would permit the building to 
hold three residential units, although the RF-1 Zone permits a maximum of two residential units. This 
same Referral Memorandum indicated that the Applicant also needed a special exception to reduce the 
number of parking spaces, as the reviewer believed that there was not sufficient space to hold two cars 
side-by-side at the rear of the property. The Applicant filed for the relief indicated that same day.  
 
On June 18, Matthew Jesick of the Office of Planning reached out to the Applicant’s counsel and 
indicated that this property required different relief, and so required an updated Referral Memorandum. 
He stated that the Property should be brought into conformance with the Zoning Ordinance by approval 
of a special exception to convert the building into an “apartment house” under Subtitle U §320.2, and 
that this request would need to include a request for an area variance from Subtitle U §320.2(c) to waive 
one of the requirements for conversion to an apartment house. He affirmed that the layout of the parking 
at the rear likely required a special exception pursuant to Subtitle C §703.2.  
  
Mr. Jesick reached out to the Zoning Administrator’s office, and has been in regular contact with them 
regarding this matter. While awaiting the formal documentation, the Applicant updated the Burden of 
Proof statement to align with the code sections indicated by Mr. Jesick.  
 
The updated Referral Memorandum was provided July 8, 2025, and the Applicant has provided an 
updated Burden of Proof statement, as well as an updated set of Exhibits, to achieve the relief indicated 
on the Referral Memorandum. The updated submission package required no changes to the initial 
project submitted, with regard to use, design, or construction, as the request is limited to validating the 
use of the existing building.  
  
Conclusion 
 
The Applicant will face significant hardship if she must postpone her hearing date into the fall, and is 
prepared to proceed with the request under the updated resubmission package. As it was infeasible to 
fully address the provisions of a Referral Memorandum that was not available to the Applicant prior to 
the submission deadline, the Applicant now requests that these untimely submissions be accepted.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
 REES BROOME, PC 
 
 
 By:     
 Traci R. Scudder 
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