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Overview and Requested Relief

• The Property is improved with a four-story building constructed in 1917 as the Cuban Embassy. It is currently used as the Chancery 
for the Republic of Cuba. It is a through lot, with frontages on both 16th Street to the east and Mozart Street to the west.

• It is split zoned, with the front portion zoned RA-4 (high density residential) and the rear portion zoned RA-2 (medium density 
residential).

• The Applicant is undergoing beautification efforts at the rear of the property, which include a replacement fence, retaining wall, 
grading, and upgraded enclosures for the trash and generators.

• The proposal itself has already been permitted as the work is allowed as a matter of right and no zoning relief is needed. Except 
that this is considered an expansion to an existing chancery in a medium density residential zone (RA-2 zone) and requires 
FMBZA approval to proceed. 



Community and Agency Support

• The Office of Planning recommends the Board not to disapprove.

• ANC 1C voted unanimously in support.

• DDOT has no objection.

• The U.S. Department of State determined that favorable BZA action would fulfill the 
international obligation of the United States to facilitate the provision of adequate and 
secure premises for the Government of the Republic of Cuba in Washington.

• There is a letter of support from the Embassy of Poland (adjacent property to the north).

[3]



Rear of the Property



Rear of the Property- area to be regraded
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Zoning Review - Chyna Barber - 09-25-2024 
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09/25/24

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia 

CASE NO.21252 
EXHIBIT NO.20A

saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:12:59 2024
saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:13:46 2024
saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:14:31 2024
saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:15:53 2024
saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:16:32 2024
saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:17:18 2024
saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:17:47 2024
saafir rabb Thu Jul 18 12:45:38 2024
Tiffiney MOHJ
Line

Tiffiney MOHJ
Line

Tiffiney MOHJ
Line

Tiffiney MOHJ
Line

Tiffiney MOHJ
Line

Tiffiney MOHJ
Arrow

Tiffiney MOHJ
Text Box
8' High Fence


Tiffiney MOHJ
Arrow

Tiffiney MOHJ
Arrow



PERMIT NO.

FENCE PERMIT
 THIS PERMIT MUST  ALWAYS BE CONSPICUOUSLY DISPLAYED AT THE ADDRESS 

OF WORK UNTIL WORK IS COMPLETED AND APPROVED

Date: 

Ward: 

Description of Work:

Zipcode: Zone: Square: Lot: Suffix: 

2575 0843

F

Address of Project:

Permission Is Hereby Granted To:   Owner Address:

1

03/08/2024

Department of Buildings
Permit Operations Division

1100 4th Street SW 
Washington DC 20024
Tel. (202) 671 - 3500

2630 16TH ST NW 20009

Republic Of Cuba 2630 16TH ST NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20009

Meridian Hill Historic District

Remove and replace the exiting fence around on east side and the rear of the property . The height is 8ft . The material is 1/8 inch 
welded metal

F2400271

PERMIT FEE:

Contractors Name:  Contractors Address:

Fence Type:

License Number:

 Material:Fence Height: Color:

Type of Work:

Exist Use of Bldg:

Placement of Fence: Entirely on Owners Property:

Wrought Iron Embassy - R-3 8 black

410522000116 8205 16TH AVE
HYATTSVILLE, MD 20783

$36.30

KOJ CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Conditions/ Restrictions: 

This permit is associated with the building permit number 

This permit expires if no approved inspections have occurred within one year after the issuance date on this permit or 180 days for structures built under the Residential Code.  A 

permit extension must be requested before the expiration of this permit.

As a condition to the issuance of this permit, the owner agrees to conform with all conditions set forth herein, and to perform the work authorized hereby in accordance with the 

approved application and plans on file with the District government, and in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations of the District of Columbia. The District of Columbia 

has the right to enter upon the property to inspect all work authorized by this permit, and to require any change in construction which may be necessary to ensure compliance with 

the permit and with all the applicable regulations of the District of Columbia. Work authorized under this permit must start within one (1) year of the date appearing on this permit 

or the permit is automatically void. If this permit has expired and no work or partial work was completed, a request for a refund may be made for review and consideration. 

03/08/2025

 Permit Clerk  Expiration Date:

Quawanna Thomas

Brian J. Hanlon, AIA LEED AP® 
Director

DC INSPECTOR GENERAL HOTLINE: If you are aware of corruption, fraud, waste, abuse, or mismanagement involving any DC Government agency, official or program, contact 

the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) at 202-727-0267 or 1-800 521-1639 (toll free). All reports are confidential and you may remain anonymous by law. Government employees 

are protected from reprisals or retaliation by their employers for reporting to the OIG. The information you provide may result in an investigation leading to administrative action, 

civil penalties, or criminal prosecution in appropriate cases.

Call Miss Utility at 811 or 1-800-257-7777 at least 48 Hours prior to excavation to obtain a ticket. www.missutility.net/wshingtondc/dcstatelaw.asp

To schedule a  CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION or for INQUIRIES CALL (202) 442-9557





The Proposal is Consistent with the Foreign Missions Act 

and Subtitle X, Chapter 2 of the Zoning Regulations

[10]

The Act and Subtitle X, Chapter 2 of the Zoning Regulations govern the location, replacement,

and expansion of chanceries. Pursuant to X-202.1, expansions of established chanceries in a

low- to medium-density residential zones are subject to the criteria of X-208. Accordingly, the

proposal is subject to and meets the standards set forth by X § 208 as noted on the following

slide.



Requirements of Subtitle X § 208 Project

(a) The international obligation of the United States to

facilitate the provision of adequate and secure facilities for

foreign missions in the Nation’s Capital;

The United States has an international obligation to facilitate the

provision of adequate and secure facilities for foreign missions in the

Nation's Capital. Favorable action by the FMBZA on this application

would fulfill the international obligation of the United States. The

Embassy has received and submitted with this Application

documentation from the US Department of State.

(b) Historic preservation, as determined by the Board of

Zoning Adjustment. In carrying out this section, and in

order to ensure compatibility with historic landmarks and

districts, substantial compliance with District of Columbia

and federal regulations governing historic preservation

shall be required with respect to new construction and to

demolition of or alteration to historic landmark;

The Property is located in the Meridian Hill Historic District and the

Project was revised to the current scope of work in consultation with

HPO.

(c) The adequacy of off-street parking or other parking and

the extent to which the area will be served by public

transportation to reduce parking needs, subject to such

special security requirements as may be determined by

the Secretary of State, after consultation with federal

agencies authorized to perform protective services;

NA. The existing parking inventory will remain.

(d) The extent to which the area is capable of being

adequately protected, as determined by the Secretary of

State, after consultation with federal agencies authorized

to perform protective services;

The U.S. Department of State, in consultation with the federal agencies

responsible for protective services, has an obligation to ensure that the

proposed chancery can be adequately protected. The replacement

security fence will increase the protection to the Property.



Requirements of Subtitle X § 208 Project

(e) The municipal interest, as determined by the Mayor of

the District of Columbia; and

The FMBZA must consider the municipal interest, as determined by the

Mayor, in deciding whether to approve an application for a chancery

use.

The proposed chancery use is compatible with the surrounding mix of

uses. The area is characterized by a mix of residential, institutional,

and diplomatic uses, reflecting the property’s location within a

historically significant and diverse neighborhood.

The fence replacement project began when an administrative suit was

filed against the Embassy by a neighbor who wanted to see the

existing fence updated, claiming it was poorly maintained. While the

lawsuit was dismissed, the Embassy heard the neighbor’s concerns

and is, with this improvement, contributing to the betterment of the

community and the spirit of the lawsuit, not only improving its security,

but the general image of the area.

(f) The federal interest, as determined by the Secretary of

State.

The Department of State submitted comments in Exhibit 16.
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