
BEFORE THE ZONING COMMISSION OR BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

FORM 140 - PARTY STATUS REQUEST
Pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3022.3 or 3106.2, a request is hereby made, the details of which are as follows:

Case Number: 221220

Original Hearing Date: 02/26/2025

Will you appear as a(n) Opponent

Are you requesting Advance Party Status to be considered at a
public meeting least 14 days prior to the scheduled public
hearing date? (Pursuant to Subtitle Y Section 404.4 / Subtitle Z
Section 404.4)

Yes

If yes, I hereby request Advance Party Status consideration at
the public meeting scheduled for: 02/12/2025

Party Status Requestor Information
Name: Austin Smith
E-mail: austinmc2003@gmail.com
Address: 1156 Morse Street NE
Phone No.s: 7864995602

Legal Counsel Information (If appearing through legal
counsel)
Name: 
E-mail: 
Address: 
Phone No.s: 

Certificate of Service

No Records Found

After submitting this request, you must download the form and accompanying documents from the case file and serve it on all
parties.

I/We certify that the above information is true and correct to the best of my/our knowledge, information and belief. Any
person(s) using a fictitious name or address and/or knowingly making any false statement on this appeal is in violation of D.C. Law
and subject to a fine of not more than $1,000 or 180 days imprisonment or both. (D.C. Official Code § 22-2405)

Signature Austin Smith

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO.21220
EXHIBIT NO.21



PARTY WITNESS INFORMATION: 
On a separate piece of paper, please provide the following witness information: 

1. A list of witnesses who will testify on the party’s behalf:   
Austin Smith and Surayuth Bunyasrie  

2. A summary of the testimony of each witness (Zoning Commission only); 
 
Opponent to the project 
  

3. An indication of which witnesses will be offered as expert witnesses, the areas of expertise in 
which any experts will be offered, and the resumes or qualifications of the proposed experts 
(Zoning Commission only); and 
 
We will be opposing the project – Application number 221220  

4. The total amount of time being requested to present your case (Zoning Commission only). 
5 Minutes 
  

 
1. The property (1154 Morse Street NE) is located beside our home (we are the current 

homeowners of 1156 Morse Street NE) 

a. Austin Smith  

b. Surayuth Bunyasrie 

2. N/A 

3. N/A – we will be opposing the project (Application number 221220)  

 

PARTY STATUS CRITERIA: 
On a separate piece of paper, please answer all of the following questions referencing why the 

above entity should be granted party status: 

1. How will the property owned or occupied by such person, or in which the person has an 
interest be affected by the action requested of the Commission/Board?  
 
 
The project is next to our home.  We are worried about the consequences of the design.  
 
  

2. What legal interest does the person have in the property? (i.e. owner, tenant, trustee, 
or mortgagee)  
 



We are the owners of 1156 Mores Street NE; the house is directly next to ours.  
  

3. What is the distance between the person’s property and the property that is the subject of 
the application before the Commission/Board? (Preferably no farther than 200 ft.) 
 
There is no distance, the houses are joined together (row homes).  I am also worried that this 
affects my chimney which the developers do not have permission to extend my chimney or 
block air flow.  
  

4. What are the environmental, economic, or social impacts that are likely to affect the 
person and/or the person’s property if the action requested of the 
Commission/Board is approved or denied? 

 
This project being so large, as well as building new structures could affect the resale value of 
our home.  It is also a concern of traffic in small ally and limited space for garbage cans, 
recycling cans as well as personal traffic and noise from so many residents next to single family 
homes.  We are also concerned that the developers have changed the design after consulting 
us and did not update us on their plans.  
There are various reasons why we oppose this project, including concerns about traffic 
congestion, noise, changes to a neighborhood's character, conflicts of interest, and conflicts of 
values.  
If this appeal is approved and multi-family construction is permitted in a zone district 
previously dedicated to single family homes, it will start a "gold rush" on development of multi-
family construction on any available single-family lot, or result in the joining of adjacent lots, to 
construct multi-family dwellings throughout all of this section of Morse Street.  This will change 
neighborhood appearance, population density, increase traffic in neighborhoods and 
ultimately degrade the quality of where we all live.  
 
 
  

5. Describe any other relevant matters that demonstrate how the person will likely be 
affected or aggrieved if the action requested of the Commission/Board is approved 
or denied. 

 
Again – the original plans that were shared with us are not the plans they proposed to the 
commission/board.  We are the immediate neighbor and need to be informed regularly.  This 
action built a mistrust amongst the developers and us. With so many multiunit family dwellings 
the risk of fire hazards increases. 
Potential fire hazards in a multi-family building include unattended cooking, faulty electrical 
wiring, overloaded circuits, improper use of space heaters, smoking materials, flammable 
materials near heat sources, poorly maintained appliances, blocked egress pathways, and 



issues with fire alarm systems or sprinkler systems, all of which can be exacerbated by the 
close proximity of multiple units within the building. 
Row houses are a common and dangerous type of fire in Washington, D.C. because they can be 
difficult for firefighters to fight. Here are some of the challenges firefighters face when 
responding to row house fires:  

• Rapid spread: Fires can spread quickly through row houses. 
• Unpredictability: Row house fires can be unpredictable. 
• Multiple areas: Firefighters must cover multiple areas of the building. 
• Multiple levels: Firefighters must operate on multiple levels of the building. 

 
 
 
  

6. Explain how the person’s interest will be more significantly, distinctively, or uniquely 
affected in character or kind by the proposed zoning action than that of other persons in the 
general public. 
 
Doubling housing density significantly alters the neighborhood character and culture.  The 
developers do not live in our community do they care about things such as parking, noise, 
pollution etc…  
Additional Reasons for opposing this development. 
Reasons for Opposition: 

• Neighborhood Character: 
Our neighborhood is predominantly comprised of single-family homes, and converting this 
property to multi-family housing would drastically alter the established aesthetic and feel of 
the community.  The muti-family housing units already in place have caused more 
environmental impact than single family homes on our street (increase in garbage dumping, 
litter on the streets and animal feces on the sidewalks)  

• Parking Issues: 
The existing home at 1154 Morse Street NE is not large enough to accommodate the additional 
vehicles likely to be generated by a multi-family unit, leading to parking congestion on our 
streets. 

• Traffic Increase: 
Increased resident traffic from a multi-family dwelling would further strain our already 
congested roadways, particularly during peak hours. 

• Impact on Property Values: 
Allowing this conversion could set a precedent for further similar changes in the neighborhood, 
potentially decreasing property values for surrounding homes. 

• Potential for Overcrowding: 
Converting this single-family home into a multi-unit dwelling could lead to overcrowding and 
potential quality of life issues for residents. 

• Additional Noise Pollution  



 
 
  

 


