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July 24, 2024 
 
VIA IZIS 
 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
 of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street, NW, Ste. 210S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: BZA Case No. 21143 
Trustees for Harvard University (Dumbarton Oaks) 
Response to Statement at Exhibit (“Ex.”) 33 of Case Record 

 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board: 

 This letter is submitted on behalf of the Trustees for Harvard University (the “Applicant”) in 
response to the statement filed by Daneil Chao at Ex. 33 of the case record.  The Applicant seeks to 
address two specific issues related to the proposed application. 
 First, Mr. Chao has inquired as to whether the Department of Buildings (“DOB”) will require 
any changes to the building in connection with Dumbarton Oaks’ proposed use of the property for 
office/administrative tasks on a temporary basis.  Attached is an email from DOB confirming that no 
changes will be required. 
 Second, the statement claims that “granting a waiver to F.A.R. for this building technically 
allows them to expand their footprint.”  This is incorrect; the opposite is true.  The Applicant is seeking 
the variance so that the building footprint does not have to be expanded to comply with the 10,000 
sq. ft. requirement in Sub. U, Sec. 203.1(o)(2). 
 We trust that this communication is helpful to the Board and community stakeholders in the 
review of the application.  Thank you for your considerate attention to this matter. 

Respectfully submitted,  
      HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 

      By:  
Leila M. Jackson Batties 
John T. Oliver 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that on July 24, 2024, a copy of this response was served by electronic mail 
on the following at the addresses stated below. 
 
Office of Planning 
 Mr. Joel Lawson 
 joel.lawson@dc.gov 
 
 Ms. Karen Thomas 
 karen.thomas@dc.gov 

 
Mr. Daniel Chao 

dschao@gmail.com 
 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E 
 ANC 2E c/o Commissioner Gwendolyn Lohse 
 2E@anc.dc.gov 
 2E06@anc.dc.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
        Leila M. Jackson Batties 










