
Appendix 

Email 1: Neighbor Report of Lot becoming a dumping ground 

Email 2:  Correspondence with Brian McDermo6, Acting Director DC Water 

7/18/23, 1:14 PM Gmail - Alley Lot Owner looking for guidance Alley Lot Owner looking for guidance 

Lona Alia <lona.alia@gmail.com> 

Brian T. McDermott <Brian.McDermott@dcwater.com> Thu, Apr 22, 2021 at 1:00 AM To: Lona Alia <lona.alia@gmail.com>  

Lona  

This is a challenging site – it is over 260 lf from the lot to any existing water or sewer. That is running in the alley and going north. This 
might be against grade to some degree.  

There are water quality issues with long dead-end water and sewer lines. This is not an alley lot that we would typically say complies with 
reasonable design criteria.  

You should evaluate the water pressure issues with a longer than 260 LF service at 1. Inches. What are the sewer costs for the same 
distance – can you make the sewer slope to the north and still drain. The house would need a grinder pump to keep sanitary flow well 
ground and discharged at a high enough rate to alleviate settlement of solids.  

This one is tough, DC Water would not want to have to maintain such a long service lateral in the alley.  

and send it in high enough rates to have the sewer be self clensing.  

Brian T. McDermott 

You need to think about water quality (water turn over at average 4 per day to maintain water quality) and will the sewer flow to the north –       with this being 
only one house we would expect an 8” diameter sewer and that the house would have a grinder pump to fluidize sanitary flow 
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Alley Lot Owner looking for guidance  

Lona Alia <lona.alia@gmail.com> 

Brian T. McDermott <Brian.McDermott@dcwater.com> Fri, Apr 30, 2021 at 3:56 PM To: Lona Alia <lona.alia@gmail.com>  

Lona  

As I said it is challenging but not un-doable. You would need to run a long water service line (2” in diameter) to the end of the alley, from there 
it would be 6” connection to the water main. Additionally, you will need a sewer line in the alley that goes either north or south – likely north to 
the sewer in the street. This will have a manhole in the alley at approx.. the middle of your property in order to receive the servile line from 
your house. This line if going north needs to go up hill. Not impossible but you should check to see that it works. Also, as the only house on 
that long sewer the house should have a grinder pump system to both grind the sewage to small floatable size put also to pump at a suitable 
rate to keep the sewer clean.  

Not impossible but not easy and simple either.  

Regards  

Brian McDermott  

From: Lona Alia <lona.alia@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 22, 2021 8:33 PM  
To: Brian T. McDermott <Brian.McDermott@dcwater.com>  
Subject: Re: Alley Lot Owner looking for guidance  

***EXTERNAL EMAIL, PLEASE USE CAUTION BEFORE CLICKING A LINK OR OPENING AN ATTACHMENT***  

HI Brian  

The measurement is closer to 200 Feet I believe when we measured it.  

From your email I gather that you are seeing it as a big challenge. How do you recommend I go about solving this problem? I bought the land 
to build our home and we were told that we could bring water and sewer to it.  

The land has been converted from a tax lot to a record lot so I will start to pay very high taxes on it. What do you suppose that I do. We have 
all of our savings sunk into it. I am looking for solutions. Please advise.  



On Wed, Apr 21, 2021 at 7:01 PM Brian T. McDermott <Brian.McDermott@dcwater.com> wrote:  

Lona  

This is a challenging site – it is over 260 lf from the lot to any existing water or sewer. That is running in the alley and going north. This 
might be against grade to some degree. 
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Ticket for nuisance lot 



 


