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We, the undersigned (representing a collection of residents) homeowners of the 600 block of South Carolina Avenue and D Streets SE, Washington, DC 20003, 
respectively petition the Board of Zoning Adjustments to deny all zoning special exceptions for the renovation of the DC Public Library, Southeast Branch at 403 
7th Street SE, Washington, DC  20003.  We strenuously object to the following issues based on personal safety and security concerns as well as limiting adequate 
daylight and fresh air circulation to the adjacent residents due to the overcrowding of the buildable area on the library site.  We have shared our concerns with 
the library representatives at several meetings, and though they have met with us, they fail to take any corrective actions regarding our concerns.  They appear 
more focused on cramming a 10-gallon bucket of program area into a 5-gallon site and the overspill is not of their concern, though it will be very damaging to 
the surrounding residents. 
 

 
 



ZONING 
 The proposed library violates the Rear Yard Setback requirement 

The Library is zoned RF-1.  As defined in the DCMR Zoning Regulations Handbook, the site is a triangular site occupying the corners of 7th Street at D 
Street and South Carolina Avenue, SE.  The Rear Yard Setback is required to be 20 feet.  The proposed renovation violates this setback requirement, 
mistakenly identifying it as a through lot, but the zoning handbook is very clear that a through lot is an interior lot and clearly identifies how to measure 
the rear yard setback in the handbook.  
 

 
 
 



 Closing off the alley between D Street and South Carolina Avenue limits the access to fresh air. 
Because South Carolina Avenue runs at a diagonal, the alleyway becomes pinched as it reaches the east end of the site, leaving about 20 feet between 
the houses.  Constructing a two-story wall and enclosing the alleyway will create a dead-air pocket for the homeowners west of the library where the air 
cannot circulate.  We use our back yards for entertaining, grilling, etc. and our kitchens face the rear yard.  We need to ensure that our yards and houses 
have cross ventilation with the free flow of fresh air.   

 
 Closing off the alley between D Street and South Carolina Avenue will close off our access to natural daylight. 

The proposed library renovation closes off the end of the alleyway between the houses on D Street and South Carolina Avenue.  Because of the pinched 
nature of the site, this will create a dark canyon between the houses, closing out the natural daylight to the yards.  With the proposed plan, there is no 
possible way that the sun will fall on the ground in our back yards.  If the renovation is constructed as proposed, our back yards will be dark, humid, and 
poorly ventilated areas that will support algae and mold growth.  Mold in this condition could trigger chronic conditions like:  Nasal congestion, sneezing, 
cough, wheeze, respiratory infections and worsen asthma and allergic conditions. 

 

 



 The proposed mechanical court will create an echo chamber in the alleyway and its exhaust air can contribute to health risks. 
The existing library has one air-handling unit along its south façade on South Carolina Avenue.  It is loud.  The library renovation is proposing to add a 
new mechanical court at the end of the alleyway that would support multiple air handling units.  Locating the mechanical units adjacent to this narrow 
opening is unacceptable.  Residential air conditioning units are loud in these yards and closing off the alleyway will promote the noise reverberating off 
the back of the houses.  Adding multiple commercial air handling units to support a library that triples its air volume would be untenable.  Sound 
isolation jackets are less effective in outdoor (wet) conditions, and isolation jackets will not be enough to make our rear yards and back bedrooms 
pleasant spaces to live.  Additionally, given that hot air rises, we are concerned that the cool exhaust air in the summer months that is being expunged 
from the library air handling units will drop into our back yards, where it will not be able to circulate, creating a buildup of carbon monoxide, inhalable 
particles, volatile organic compounds (benzene, styrene, and other solvents) and other airborne-allergens and pathogens, such as viruses, bacteria, 
fungi, spores, and protozoans.  These pollutants exist in buildings and are why regulations exist to exhaust the polluted air with fresh air at a rate of 
about 15 cubic feet per minute per occupant.  In the summer months the cooler exhaust air will drop into our back yards and settle there since it does 
not ventilate due to the library expansion, creating the “sick building effect” for the residences adjacent to the library.  The only proper location for the 
mechanical air handling units is on the roof of the existing library, which could be hidden by the sloped roof and can coexist with the historic skylight. 
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LIBRARY ENTRANCE / SECURITY CONCERNS 
The proposed renovation locates a public building entrance at the west end of the site along South Carolina Avenue SE.  This would extend the public entrance 
within the residential zone of the 600 block of South Carolina Avenue, bringing public building issues to the adjacent private residences. 
 
The current entrance has demonstrated a consistent history of people congregating on the library steps, harassing people, selling and using illicit drugs, and 
violent fights have broken out.  Because of their experiences, some of our children / young adults that live on the block will not walk by the library steps without 
an adult chaperone, and even some older adults are nervous to walk in front of the library due to the undesirable activities that take place there.   
 
 Two entrances will double the existing problems at the library entrance. 

Providing a second entrance within the residential zone of the block will exacerbate these existing problems, moving the illicit behavior from the public 
side on 7th Street into the less patrolled residential community on South Carolina Avenue.  

 
 Retaining walls create a security risk for pedestrians. 

The proposed plan requires the addition of retaining walls to hold back the earth adjacent to the proposed entrance out to the sidewalk on South 
Carolina Ave.  This creates a security concern by creating a blind corner, concealing a person from view for anyone using the north side of the sidewalk of 
South Carolina Avenue, particularly at night.  At night this entrance plaza between the retaining walls would want to be lit to avoid homeless and 
intoxicated persons for using the new plaza as a sleeping station or toilet area but lighting this area within the residential zone would be untenable for 
the homeowners directly adjacent to and across from the proposed entrance. 
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 The proposed plan sprawls the public space into the residential neighborhood. 
The library should be the anchor building for the newly renovated Eastern Market Metro Plaza.  All seating and lighting should build a synergy with the 
plaza across 7th Street and remain out of the residential zone.  The new handicapped entrance should remain within the commercial zone of 7th Street, 
and not within the residential zone of the 600 block of South Carolina Avenue. 
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