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This Appeal challenges the Zoning Administrator‘s approval of the 
Subdivision of Lot 108

“The building was voted the fifth most
beautiful building in the world by a
group of members from the
Association of American Architects.”

From Perseus’ HPRB Presentation Package. 
Source the National Park Service Appellants' Opening Presentation 2



The Zoning Administrator Approved the Subdivision of Lot 108  
Drawing A Lot Line Less than 6’ from the Rear of the Temple
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Professor James McCrery
• Professor McCrery will testify today as an expert witness on behalf of 

both Appellants

Appointed by the President of the United States to the US 
Commission of Fine Arts

Bachelor and Master of Architecture from Ohio State University

Associate Professor of Architecture, Catholic University

Registered Architect licensed to practice in multiple states

Recipient of numerous awards including multiple awards from the 
American Institute of Architects for Excellence

Recipient of John Russell Pope Award for Excellence in Architecture

Appellants' Opening Presentation 4



Professor McCrery Will TestifyThis Subdivision Violates
2 Key Provisions of the Zoning Regulations for Yards 

Subtitle A § 101.6 and Subtitle C § 302.1 state: 

1.

2.
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11’ 6” HIGH WALL and STONE COLUMN
NOT A RETAINING WALL, FENCE OR STAIRS

KEY PROVISION 1 VIOLATED
1.
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The Solid Granite Wall: 11.5 ft high and nearly 3 ft wide 

The 11.5 ft Wall viewed from the EastWest Side of Wall and Stone Column with 7ft 8in
Measurement above Stone Platform Level on West Side
of Temple showing this is not a Retaining Wall
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Massive Solid Granite Wall and Column Over 25 feet long, 11.5 feet tall, nearly 3 feet wide
Inside a Required Rear Yard



KEY PROVISION 2

Size of the Required Rear Yard Is Determined by Height of Principal Building   

The Temple is 139 ft high. 
The required rear yard must be
at a minimum:

139ft/3  =   46.33 ft

Perseus’ Diagram showing Temple height is 139ft.
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2.



MASONIC TEMPLE BUILT ON FLAT VACANT LOT 
Natural Grade of the Lot is Level with the Curb
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From the Masons’ 2015 publication A Guidebook to the House of the Temple
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THANK  YOU
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