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Chairman Hill and Members of the BZA, 
 
Thank you for holding a hearing on this request to remove a condition from your 2019 order for 
this property. Neighbors spent many hours working on conditions, and the Board spent a lot of 
time considering those requests. Yet conditions do not seem to be very effective for this 
establishment. And, unfortunately, the neighbors have had limited support from DC agencies to 
enforce the conditions.  
 
Some of the conditions: 
 
Trash and grease 
 
Note that it was not only “trash” but also “grease” included in the conditions. (Exhibit 3) 

 
 

 
 
From Exhibit 61 
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There have been numerous Department of Health inspections and until the Cease and Desist 
for the use of oil was issued in August 2024, there was never a name listed on the inspection 
reports under liquid contractor. 
 
One can deduce that the residue neighbors complain about on the sidewalk is cooking oil which 
was disposed of in an improper manner.  
 
And the dumpster has been on the sidewalk since before the restaurant opened.  
 
 
From page 59 of the March 6, 2019,  transcript.  
 

 
 
The use of a trash compactor was mentioned several times during the hearing.  
 
The DDOT report from the original case said that they had worked with the applicant for internal 
storage. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Finally, on the inspection report for September 2024, a name was listed for a liquid waste 
contractor. Exhibit 62 

 
 
If a  corner store is not allowed by zoning regulations to have a dumpster, why should a 
restaurant,  which required a variance to open, be allowed to have one? 
 

254  CORNER STORES 
 
 

​​ 254.10​
All storage of materials and trash shall occur within the building area devoted to 
the corner store. There shall be no external storage of materials or trash. 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/washington-dc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=306
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/washington-dc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=340


 
Signage 

 
While the owners may have technically met with the condition about signage, they have not met 
the spirit of the condition.   
The windows have been filled with lighting promoting THC products.  

 



 
 
Since  a burglary in June,  they have covered up the second floor lighting.  

 

 



 
Parking 
The only adjustment to parking since the BZA hearing has been the installation of bollards at the 
corner to prevent people from parking  in the space closest to the  corner on Randolph Pace at 
North Capitol.  
 

 
 
The owners, customers and service people frequently park on the sidewalk, both in front of the 
building on the North Capitol side and on side on Randolph Place. 
 
Customers and delivery trucks frequently park in the bus stop on North Capitol and in the alley 
off Randolph behind the restaurant, often blocking the sidewalk.  
 
Vehicles will even double park on Randolph Place, blocking traffic.  
 
I don’t know how many times the trash trucks drove onto the sidewalk to empty the dumpsters, 
but the concrete sidewalk has been crushed. Of course, when the truck  stops in the street on 
Randolph,  it usually blocks both directions of traffic.  



 

 
 
Now we are experiencing the new trend of moped delivery service. They park on the sidewalks 
and even on occasion, drive down the sidewalk. Recently, one drove onto the sidewalk at my 
end of the block and rode down the whole block on the sidewalk.  
Please note that all of this activity takes place on a very active sidewalk with a bus stop at the 
corner  on North Capitol.  
 
 
 
 



Rodents 
 
The rat problem in our square was out of control last summer, the worst I have witnessed.  Of 
course, there are other properties that contribute to the rat problem but it gets worse every year.   
I had DOH come out and do rat abatement in our alley. I caught 50 in traps last year and I am 
sure some of them had relatives at 1724 North Capitol.  
 
Perhaps the trash shack has cut down on rats on their property, but an indoor trash compactor 
like they agreed to during the previous hearings, would solve more issues than the rats. 
 
 
Unlicensed activities 
 
The business has operated a “ganja spot” on the second floor (which was only granted by a 
variance to be a part of the restaurant). The NOI is at Exhibit 63. 
 
I do not know if this part of the business is still in operation.  
 
This is one of the pictures from the inspection.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Also, the business had produced bottled drinks, which received a Cease and Desist order from 
DOH in March 2023. Exhibit 62.  
 

 
  
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Several of the neighbors who supported the BZA relief did so because they thought a sidewalk 
cafe would be nice. Now it seems like they will never be offering that.  
 
It would  be nice to feel like the hours and hours neighbors worked on conditions to mitigate 
problems created by the granting of a variance for a restaurant  in RF-1 were not totally wasted.  
 
Please do not approve the trash to remain on the sidewalk in public space. Corner store 
regulations do not allow it so why should a restaurant be allowed to have it. There should be 
some place inside the building to have a trash compactor.   
 
If you should decide to approve, please note the conditions requested by ANC5E in Exhibit 18. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Betsy  McDaniel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 


	254  CORNER STORES 

