
John Paul (“J.P.”) Szymkowicz 
1543 44th Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC  20007-2004 
(202) 607-5500 

jp@szymkowicz.com 
 

February 8, 2016 
 
 
 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street, N.W., Suite 200/201-S 
Washington, DC  20001 
(202) 727-6311 
 
Re:  BZA #19205 - Application of William B. Magrath and Susan Shen, pursuant 
to 11 DCMR § 3104.1, for a special exception under § 223, not meeting the rear 
yard requirements under § 404, to construct a rear deck to an existing one-family 
dwelling in the R-3 District at premises 1541 44th Street, N.W. (Square 1327, Lot 
40). 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is J.P. Szymkowicz.  On my behalf and on behalf of my wife, I submit 
our formal opposition to the above-referenced Application of my next-door 
neighbors to construct a rear deck to their existing one-family dwelling.  In 
addition, I request that the Board of Zoning Adjustment remove this case from the 
Expedited Review Calendar and schedule this matter for a public hearing.  
Furthermore, I request that my wife and I be given “party status” in opposition to 
the Application. 
 
The purpose of our opposition is that this proposed deck is part of a major 
proposed expansion of the rear of the Magrath house that would significantly 
alter the character of our historic Foxhall Village neighborhood.  Our homes were 
built in the late 1920’s as part of a planned community of beautiful homes. Each 
home on our side of the street backs out onto Rock Creek Park, which is visible 
from the enclosed “sleeping porches” that were built as an integral part of the 
house design. If approved, the proposal at issue is believed to result in the first 
home to ever extend toward Rock Creek Park beyond the frame of the “sleeping 
porch.”  Why is this a deal big enough to oppose out next-door neighbor, with 
whom we have had pleasant relations for the almost ten years we have lived 
together? – because the extension will significantly and detrimentally affect the 
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