
'*. '* * I ... 1__ ADVISORY N.EIGHlBORHOOn COM:M][SSION lA 

)lINC 1A01 - Jacqueline Arguelle~s 
ANC 1A02 - Calvin Woodland 
ANC 1A03 -Alex Hogan 
ANC 1A04· Betty Pair 
)lINC 1A05 • Anne Theiisen 

November 14, 2007 

Board of Zoning Adjusunent 
One Judiciary Square, second floor south 
Washington, DC 20001 

To Whom It May Conct~m: 

AI\IC 1iJI\06 - Salmuel J.:>hnson 
AI\IC 1A.07 • Larll( Ray 
ANC 11A08 - Jarlisha Richardson 
ANC 1J~09· Dcmny Gonzalez 
At.lC 1A110 • L.enwood Jlohnson 
A~IC 1A1"1 • DCltti love Wadle 

This letter is written with regards to the report of ANC1A on BZA case 176".1'1, concerning the 
building permit for the property located at 1432 Momoe Street" N'W. 

At its November 14th, 2007 meeting., for which due notice was given and a qlll.orum 
Commissioners were present, ANC 1 A voted ___ g __ in favor, __ ~~'-_____ oppose:d, 
_~ abstentions to approve attached response to 1the District of Columbia's motion tOl 
dismiss BZA case 1l7671. 

Sincerely, 

A ~
I'~)i //7 ) I~./ )f r#' 7'~~ ~ ,;~~ 

I.. Dotti Love 'Wade, ANCIAJ 1 
Chair 

HOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
District of Columbia 

NO._~ 1C, 7/ 
---LL,_' EXHIBIT NC). 

flume Theisen, ANCIA05 
Vice Chair 
Chair, ANCIA Phmning Zoning (:::ornmittee 
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Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO. 17671
EXHIBIT NO. 18
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_ ADVISORY NF,IGHlBORlflOOn COMNI][SSION JLA 

ANC 1A01 - Jacquelin,e Arguelles 
J!~NC 1A02 - Calvin WOlodland 
ANC 1A03 -Alex Hogan 

ANC 11AOl5 - Samuel J4lhll1son 
ANC 11AO'7 - Larry Ray 
ANIC 1AOIS - Janisha R.ichardso,n 
ANtC 1A09 - Donny GClnza~ez 
ANC 1A10 - L.enwood Jtolmson 
M~IC 1:A11 - [lolUi love Wadle 

Jl.HC 11'104 -i)cHy PiliI' 
JI,NC 1A05 - Anne Theiisen 

1)1STRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD! OF ZONING ADJUST~VlENT 

441 4th Street, N~V 
'Washlington, OC 20001 

ANCIARespoDSle to the DistriCit ofColumb.b.'s 
Motiion to. Dismiss regarding BZA Appeal No. r"/67Il .. 

The notices sent by DCRA to inform Advisory Neighborhood Commissions of which building 
penIlits have been issued contain minimal information, at best. TIle anl10UIH~ents include the 
date of the permit's issuance, the permit number, the address and location ·ofthe lot, and a brief 
description of the work being done. These notices do not provide enough infiDrmation to make 
any determination as to whetlmr or not a permit was issued in error or wheth,e:r a project is 
compliant with zoning laws. 

DC taxpayers should reasonably be able to exp,ect the Office ofth1e Zoning A .. dministrator and 
DCRA to adequately perform 1heir duties so that no project willI bc;~ approved, and pt~mitted if it 
is not compliant with zoning n~gulations. ~The project lrt 1432 :Monroe Street,. NW was pleJrmitted 
in error, and ANCIA's BZA appeal 17671 should conltinue, as it was filed In a timely manner in 
accordance with DC's Zoning Laws. 

In Zoning Case Number 02-01" section 3112.2 (a), from September 9, 2002~, the Zoning 
Commission ruled that, "An appeal shall be filfxi Withllll siixty days from the date the person 
appealing the administrative de~cision had notice or knowledge IOf the d(~c;ision complained of, or 
reasonably should have had notice or knowledge ofth,e dt::cision complained of .... ANCIA had 
knowledge of the problerns with the project at 1432 Monroe Stree1~ upon receipt of the project 
plans that show that the construction drawings1exceed FAR, lot coverage" height, set back of 
roof1top elements, and show an illegal c10sled court but no parking. 

Section 3112.2 (b) of the same case states that, "If the decision complained of involves the: 
erection, construction, reconstruction, conversion, or ~dteration of a structure~ lOr part thereof, tlle 
following subparagraphs shalilestablish the latest date on which an appe-.a.l :rnay be filed: 

b. No appeal shall be filed later than ten days afte:r the datf.~ on whkh 1he structure or part 
thert~fin question is under roof. For purposes ofthiis subparagraph, th~~ phrase ''under rooJr' 
means the state of completion of a structure or part thereof when the main roof oftll,e structure or 
part thereof, and the roofs of any structures on the main roof or part there~:f, :are in plaICe" 

Therefore, as this project is not yet under roof, we hav,e ample timl~ yet to file cur appeaL 

2905 _11th Str,ef.~t, NW • Washington, DC 2(J1001 • 20:~-5:B8-7~!78l :j!O~!,·5a:8-~1898 



In its conclusions ofBZA Appeal 16879 regarding Sunrise Assisted Living, LLC, the BZA 
determined that it "is authoriz(xi under tlH: Zoning Act of 193R, approvled June 20,,2938 (52 Stat. 
797,,799; DC Official Code 6-64] .07 (f) and (g)(l) (2001), to hear and decide appeals where it is 
alleged by an appellant that tlH~re is ~m ~or in any decision by an administrative offidal in the~ 
carrying out of enforcement of th(~ Zoning Regulations." 

I indude a memo from the Director ofDCRAacknowledging that: an error was made in the 
decision to grant this pennit, as the plans exceed FAR. Vve contend t]H~n~ are other viola1Dlons of 
zoning restrictions, as well. 

Certainly, it cannot be reasonably argued that appeals must be HIed within sixty days IOf a permit 
being issued. If that were the case, DC residents or tbeir ANC RepresentathTl~ would have to 
request and rleview every building pernrit, as it is issu~, lmd cc)mpare: it to dle permitted plan S(;:t 
in order to ensure that the Office of the Zoning Admmlistrator has done its job correctly. 
Expecting the community to plerform reviews of this Qtep~h places an undue burden on dle ANC 
and taxpayers. It also has the potential to place an un«ue burdl;TI on the BZA., as it could 
,encourage more appc~s, motivated by the need to mellet an extreme definition of "timely"'o 

I 

Acoepting as oorrect DCRA.'S interpretation of this OJjdinanoewould mak~: iilt near ly mrlpossible 
for ~myone to meet the sixty day requirement. This interpretation might even encourage 
devt~lopers to hold off on actua~ construction in order to D:>rgo a possiblle aqppt~al of their plans. 

In the case of this particular appeal, ANC'tA tried for wet~ks to ge:1t (XJlpies of1he 
set, and DCRA was unable~ to provide one. How were~ Wt~ to determine a problem with 
permit without a plan set to review? As we we:re fma11y issued a complletc~ plan set for I'review by 
DCRA on May 4th, certainly a May 11th filing can be (X)nsidert~d tiimely. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/) )/L) 
/ / ' L-~I,",","- .f:.. ..1 ....... -

Anne Theisen, Commissioner of ANCIA05 
Vic<:~ Chair, ANClA 
Chair, ANClA Planning and Zoning Committe:e 



CONVERSiON AND 
RENOVATION OF SINGLE 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
STRUCTURE TO (2) 
CONDOMINUM FLATS. FULL 
Gur RENOVi\TlON TO 
STRUCTURE RENOVATION TO 
iNCLUDE ARCH!TECTUR.~L 
FINISHES, MECHANICAL, 

12/21/2006 ELECTR1Ci\L/\Nf:: PLUMBING 
07:49:48 1221 HARVARD ST NW 2853 43 SYSTEMS use change $280.000.00 . LLC 79944 

RENOVATION TO EXISTING 
CONDO UNIT #5C, AS PER 
. .a.TTACHED DV\lGS :NTERiOR .l!.LTER.-"\TiON 

2301 CONNECTICUT 2540 2005 ONLY. ,ll..NDREP.4.! $106,000.00 ANN EU .. "JAN 79973 
INTERIOR RENOVATION ON ALTERATION 

100954 3501 14TH ST NW 2827 606 EXISTING OFFICE BUILDING ANDREPAI $167.500.00 MARIA E. !WIlLA 79994 
Laminate existing walls and 
ceiling basement ( approx 56 

12/22/2006 sheets) relocate ereciric metar ADDiT!ON/ALT 
102060 2805 11TH ~, 1'4 V" 255i i25 from inside to outside ERAI!ONJ :j;17,OOD 00 Joyce Roberts 80038 

12/22/2006 REPAIR AND RENOVATION. ALTERATION KALORAMA 8308 
12:10:07 101117 1816 KALORAMA RD Nv"v 2553 29 LOAD CHANGE. i\ND REP,~f $211,200.00 ASSOC. LLC 80059 

DEMO REAR THIRD STORYOF 
HOUSE & BUILD THIRD STORY 
ADDITION & DECK AND 

12i22f2006 INTERIOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONiALl 
12:30:34 94484 2240 CATHEDRAL AVE NW 2206 64 REPAIRS AS PER PLANS ERATIONI $24,500.00 ROBERT MORRIS 80065 

---------

Cange of use from SFD to two 
family flat provide egress, fire spe. 
Electrical as required, remove 

12/2212006 interior siair between basement ADDITION/ALT 
14.i9.45 100987 1419 r .. 1ERiDiAN NW 2684 1stnoors create closet ERATIONI $10,000.00 Dan Reeves 80091 

PARTIAL DEMO OF INTERIOR 
WALL, INSTALL NEW LVL BEAM. 

12/22/2006 NO MECHANICAL~ ELECTRiCAL ALTERATION ANDREWW. 
14'!'i7'!'i? 102256 1758 UINIER PL NW 2580 485 OR PLUMBING. ANDREPAI $500.00 DEUTZ 80094 
12/26/2006 REBUILD EXISTING DECK WITH ALTERATION STANLEY 
08:16:05 101380 1210 EUCLID ST NW 2865 78 NEW ROOF ABOVE, ANDREPAI $2.000.00 KULEWICZ 80120 
1212612006 Interior Renovationsl two story ADDITION/ALT 
08:21:16 101021 775 COLUMBIA RD NW 2890 110 rear addition ERATIONI $25,000.00 MohamoudAIl 80121 
12/27/2006 Two stories scoffoldlng in rear of ADDITION/ALT 
09:40:45 102306 1011 ST NW 334 24 house for tuck pointing ERATIONI $500.00 Bob Holum 80178 

RENOVATION TO EXISTING Me 
12/2712006 DONALDS RESTAURANT. ALTERATION MCDONALDS, 
11:39:48 95896 2334 GEORGIA AVE NW 2877 1033 THRID PARTY REVIEVII. AND REPA! $482,000,00 US/" 80189 

Building permit ,evision 10 permit 
12/26/2006 * 101268 to alter plumbing riser 
09:11:15 102340 2760 \I\OODLEY PL NW 2208 70 diagram. Revision $0.00 Shari Wilson 60227 

DEMOLITION & REPAIR OF 
\f\K)RK IN BASEMENT DUE TO 
WATER & MOISTURE DAMAGE, 
TO INCLUDE REPLACEMENT 
OF DRYWALL, CARPET, 

12128/2006 BASEBOARD & INTERIOR-
15:23:10 102382 1207 CLIFTON ST NW 2865 41 DOORS. DEMOLITION $1,500.00 PABLO MARTINEZ 80241 
12126/2006 Underpinning of structure per UNDERPINNIN 1830 18th Street 
17:27:42 99575 1830 18TH ST NW 0132 0251 attached plans G $48.650.00 NWLLC 80247 

RENOVATION,ADDITION & 
CONVERSION OF EXISTING 

12/15/2006 SFD TO A4 UNIT APT. BLDG. ADDITIONIALT PETER 
10:25:46 90426 1432 MONROE ST NW 2676 762 NEW ELEC. PLBG, & HVAC, ERATIONI $175,000.00 DABROWSKI 79507 



\OIDoscn uutlook Web )\ccess 11 11 4}.2C(17 10:49 AM 

,II Reply Reply to all ,.ie> Fonvard ~:J ,~~ X ... 'f' Close;~~ I-Ielp 

41~.You forwarded this me~ssage on 11/13/20078:01 PI'v1. 
From: Argo, Linda O)CRA) 

[Linda.Argo@dc.go'V] 
Sent: 'TLW 11/13/20076:32 JPM 

To: 

Ce,: 

Theisen, Anne (ANC lAOS) 
Cheh, Mary (C()Ul'lCIL)~ Faust, 

Jeremy (COUr~lCIL); LeGrant, Matt 
(DCRA); Rogf~rs, Eric (DCRl~)~ Vargas" 
Heather (DCRi\) 
RE: .AN URGENT MAITER. 

Su~ject: REGARDING 1432lVlONROE 
STREET, ]~W 

}I,.ttachrnents: 

_ ... ," --'--'-

(~l1mmilssione~r Thiesen:: 

I have asked Zoning ,Adl1n~nistrator (ZA) MatttH~'N l.J:? 
and set up a meeting following the Thanksgivin~;;;1 h()iid:ElIIY, 

thE~ BZA cont~nued the' .l~\NC's appeal to IJanuary 1 
tl1at rneeting the ZA re(;E~ived a corrllmitrrlent frornl 
Gorre'ct the plans ., which all parties agree ShO\N that '~,'i"f'''''\''.'''','i,.;J',,;;JI; 
i~\re!a Hatio (FAR) '\NaS incorrE~ctly approved- to rE~(juc~:~ this ~:~.::~o:::e:!:.:~s 

,IOlllthough there arE~ oth~:~r issues with the! plans, IMr. (3ral"'lt h:::i to 
rne~et w'ith you so that 'we can resoh/e as mlany n'll::! iSSIJE.:::!S as, 
p()ssibIE~, or at least I\a!gre~e to disagreelll on thOSE! is,su~:::~s 
"viii have tQi ul'timat.ely de!cide. Finally, bE~fore any n:,~vis'f:,'d 
is issue~d to rE~flect revised plans, Mr. Lei Grant v~'il! you 
interest~3d neighbors a chance to re\/iewl the plans,. 

I hope this information is helpfuL 

https:lloutlook,dc.gov/exchange/lAOS/Inbox/ P<lg€ 1. of 7 



** * ~ 1__ ADVISORY NlnGHnORHOO]) COMMISSION lA 

ANC 1A01 - Jacqueline Arguelles 
~~NC 11 A02 - Calvin Woodland 
ANC 1A03 -Alex Hogan 
,1,NC 1A04 - Betty Pail' 
ANC 1A05 - Anne Theisen 

CERTIlfllCATE OF SERVICE 
Cc...1.t... ,-,,,,1' 

ANC ''LA,06 ., Samuel J,o,lhil1s'on 
A~IC 'LA.07 •. Larry Ra]i' 
ANC 'LA,08 ., Jalnisha Richardson 
A~IC: 1A,09·· Dcmny GOlrlzalez 
j~~IC: 'll,A.1IO •. Lenwood .lclhnson 
A~IC: tM1 - OClttii Love Wade 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing ANClA response to ilie District of Columbia's 

Motion to Dismiss was served bye-mail this 20th day of November to tlH~ fiJrUowing: 

Robert Cooper, Esquire 
Cooper and Crickman 
rcolmer((i)cocr law . COlli 

Matthew LeGrant 
Zoning Administrator 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
Matthew..:.~ant@dc.gov 

Dennis M. Ta~lor 
Gen(~al Counsel 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
~!1!lis.tavlor@dc.goy 

ArmeThe:isen, ANCIA05 Commissioner 
Vice Chair, ANClA 
Chair, ANCtA Planning and Zoning Committee 

2905 - 11'" Strlef~t, I~W • Washingtolirl, DC 201001 • 20~~-5:Ei8-7~!78 '" ~!O:I!,·5a:8·989:e: 


