
BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Appeal by Friends of the Babcock-Macomb 
House of Zoning Administrator's Determination 
Regarding Lot 42 in Square 1939 

I. Introduction 

Soka Gakkai International - USA ("SGI") opposes the appeal filed by the Friends of the 

Babcock-Macomb House ("Friends") and files this statement in support of it:; position. SGI 

owns a site located along Massachusetts Avenue adjacent to the Embassy of the Republic of 

Cape Verde also known as Square 1939, Lot 42 ("Property"). The Property is located in the R-1-

B Zone District which allows a "church or other place of worship" as a matter-of-right use. SGI 

is well underway in constructing a Buddhist Culture Center ("Center") on the Property and 

received the necessary excavation permits on November 30, 2006 and const::uction permits on 

AprillO, 2007. 

Friends objected to the Center but its legitimacy was underscored with a ruling from the 

Zoning Administrator ("ZA") on March 2, 2007. The ZA found that "after careful consideration 

and reliance upon the attached information provided by SGI, it is clear to me that the principal 

use of the proposed building will be as a place of worship ... Having determined the use as a 

matter of right, I have directed my staff to complete the zoning review of the submitted plans and 

provide approval or comments to you by close ofbusiness Monday, March, 5, 2007." A copy of 

the ZA's findings is attached as Exhibit A. Shortly thereafter, the Department of Consumer and 

Regulatory Affairs ("DCRA") approved the application to permit construction of the Center. 

Three weeks later, the Friends appealed the ZA's findings to the Board. SGI now files its 

statement in opposition to the appeal. 
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II. THE APPELLEE 

SGI, the appellee in this matter, is the second oldest Buddhist community in the 

Washington metropolitan area. SGI' s mission is the study and practice of the teachings of the 

Nichiren School of Mahayana Buddhism, which dates back to 13th century Japan. The SGI 

Washington, DC congregation of approximately 200 people currently gathers for worship on the 

first Sunday of each month in Mount Rainier, Maryland. Smaller congregations of 10-40 people 

meet regularly to discuss and study Buddhist teachings. Each worship service is centered around 

a Buddhist altar and begins with the recitation of the Lotus Sutra and other Buddhist prayers. 

SGI purchased the Property for its Center from the Embassy of Cape Verde in 2003 and 

began designing the Center shortly thereafter. The design was approved by the Historic 

Preservation Review Board in January 2005, and SGI met with the community in connection 

with that process. 

The Center will include a main sanctuary seating up to 200 people; a small sanctuary 

seating 50 people; classroom and worship space; one meditation room; a library/study, 

conference room, office and a fellowship lounge. SGI's congregation currently worships in 

Mount Rainier, MD and SGI would like to establish a worship center in the District. 

III. JURISDICTION 

The Board is authorized by the Zoning Act, D.C. Official Code Section 6-641.07 (2001), 

"to hear and decide appeals where it is alleged by the appellant that there is error in any order, 

requirement, decision, determination, or refusal made by the Inspector Buildings or the Mayor of 

the District of Columbia or any other administrative officer or body in the cruTying out or 

enforcement of any regulations adopted pursuant to this subcha~ter." See als.Q. Section 3100.2 

("The Board, pursuant to the Zoning Act, shall also hear and decide appeals where it is alleged 
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by the appellant that there is error in any order, requirement, decision, deteTilJination, or refusal 

made by any administrative officer or body, including the Mayor, in the administration or 

enforcement of the Zoning Regulations.") In hearing an appeal, the only issue before the Board 

is whether the appellant has proven beyond a preponderance of the evidence that there was an 

error on the part of the named officials, in this case, the ZA. (Appeal No. 15599 of Harry L. 

Thomas (1991); BZA Appeal No. 15602 of Milton A. Fisher (1991); Appeal No. 16716A of 

Nebraska Avenue Neighborhood Association (2001); Appeal No. 16879 ofNebraska Avenue 

Neighborhood Association (2002)). So long as the facts before the ZA reasonably led him to 

believe the proposed use was permitted, the decision to issue the permits cam10t be considered 

erroneous. (Appeal No. 17439 of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A). 

IV. ANALYSIS 

The Appellant challenges the issuance of construction permits for the Center, a covered 

pedestrian walkway, and a fence, as well as the issuance of the excavation pe::mits issued on 

November 30, 2006. The Appellant blanketly asserts that the ZA acted erroneously in issuing 

each permit, but does not offer any substantive evidence supporting the assertion. 

A. The Center is a Place of Worship thus the Issuance of Construction Permits 
was Reasonable 

The Board is obligated to uphold the Zoning Administrator's issuance of the pennit ifhe 

"reasonably believed" that the Center qualified as a place of worship under the Zoning 

Regulations. I d. The Appellant's argument that the permits for the construction ofthe religious 

center should not have been issued rests on its bald assertion that the Center is not a place of 

worship as contemplated under the Zoning Regulations. Ignoring all ofthe evidence to the 

contrary, the Appellant suggests that the proposed religious center will in fact be used as a 
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community center and that the only potential worship to take place in the center will be 

"chanting." (Appeal, p. 2). 

In the Appeal of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A (Appeal No. 17439), the ANC 

challenged the ZA's issuance of a restaurant certificate of occupancy for an establishment it 

believed qualified as fast-food. The Board held that 

[t]he issue before this Board is whether the facts known to the 
Acting Zoning Administrator at the time the Certificate of 
Occupancy was issued could have reasonably led him to believe 
that the proposed use was to be a restaurant, and not a fast food 
restaurant. The Appellant has not offered persuasive evidence that 
the decision to issue the certificate of occupancy was erroneous 
based upon the facts known at the time of the 
application ... Appellant's contention that the business is actually 
being operated as a fast food restaurant does not prove that the 
issuance of the certificate of occupancy was in error. 

Similarly, the Appellant in the instant case has not produced any meaningful evidence 

undermining the ZA's finding that the Center is a place of worship. In fact, the Appellant's 

argument relies largely on the fact that followers of the Soka Gakkai sect of Buddhism refer to 

their worship places as "centers" (either activity center, community center, or culture center) and 

not "churches", leading the Appellant to believe the Center will not be used for worship. 

(Appeal, p. 2.) 

The crux of the issue is whether the Center is considered a place of worship so as to allow 

its construction as a matter of right. The Property is located in the R-1-B Zone District. Section 

201.1 states that a "[ c ]hurch or other place of worship, but not including rescue mission or 

temporary revival tents" is permitted as a matter of right in R-1 Zone Districts. Church is not a 

defined term in the Zoning Regulations, but the Merriam-Webster Dictionary indicates that the 
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tenn "church" typically refers to Christian houses of worship, which the Center does not claim to 

be. The Center is, however, a permitted place of worship. 

The term, "place of worship" is also not defined under the Zoning Regulations. The 

Merriam-Webster Dictionary, however, defines worship as 1) (chiefly British) a person of 

importance -used as a title for various officials (as magistrates and some mayors); 2) reverence 

offered a divine being or supernatural power; also an act of expressing such reverence; 3) a form 

~ of religious practice with its creed and ritual; and 4) extravagant respect or admiration fo:Or 

devotion to an object of esteem. The Center that SGI is constructing is unequivocally a place for 

congregants to practice the religion of Buddhism, including its creed and ritual. Just like any 

----------------------
fonn of Christian or Jewish worship, congregants will gather at the Center on a regular basis and 

worship according to the tenets of their faith. To undermine the SGI Buddhism by suggesting it 

is not a legitimate religion is ignorant at best and to categorize its only worslllp as "ritual 

chanting" is offensive. As the Motion to Dismiss filed herewith indicates, 82% ofthe Center 

will be completely devoted to the worship and practice of SGI Buddhism. 

Further, to imply that the Center does not qualify as a place of worship because it does 

not refer to itself as a "church" is more than narrow-minded. Many religions do not involve 

worship in a church. For example, religions such as Judaism; Islam; The Religious Society of 

Friends (whose followers are known as Quakers); The United Society of Believers (whose 

followers are known as Shakers); the Old Order Amish; Buddhism; or Hinduism do not involve 

worship in a church. Yet, this doesn't diminish their standing as religions. 

SGI's standing as a religion is further supported by its tax exempt status with both the 

District and the federal governments. Attached as Exhibit B is a letter from the Supervisory Tax 

Auditor of the District of Columbia Office ofthe ChiefFinancial Officer Office ofTax and 
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Revenue. The letter indicates that SGI is "exempt from the District of Columbia Income and 

Franchise Tax as an organization described in Section 47-1802.1 ofthe District ofCo1umbia 

Code (2001 ed.). Section 47-1802.1 exempts those corporations that are orga.nized and operated 

for, inter alia, religious purposes. Similarly, the Internal Revenue Service exempts SGI from 

paying income taxes as a Section 501(c)(3) organization. A letter from the IRS is attached as 

Exhibit C. All donations made to SGI are deductible by the donors, just like donations made to 

any church are deductible. These findings are only logical given that SGI w:::~s organized under 

the Nonprofit Religious Corporation Law for religious purposes. The Articles of Incorporation 

of the SGI are attached as Exhibit D. 

The foregoing evidence is very persuasive that the Center will be a place of worship once 

constructed. Arguably, the ZA would be estopped from denying the religious nature of the 

Center given the District's previous finding that the Center qualifies for a tax exemption. 

Anned with the foregoing and detailed information about the use of every square foot of the 

building, the ZA concluded that the Center was undoubtedly a place of worship and that the 

Center itself was akin to churches and other places of worship. See Exhibit A. Accordingly, his 

decision was neither erroneous nor unreasonable in light of the evidence. 

B. The Appellant's Other Objections are Untimely 

It is well established that the "timely filing of an appeal with the Board is mandatory and 

jurisdictional." Mendelson v. District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, 645 A.2d 1090, 

1093 (D.C. 1994); BZA Appeal No. 17430 ofRodut Associates ofDC, LP. Section 3112.2 

states that "an appeal shall be filed within sixty (60) days from the date the :person appealing the 

administrative decision had notice or knowledge of the decision complained of, or reasonably 

should have had notice or knowledge o the decision complained of, whichever is earlier." 11 
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DCMR Section 3112.2(a). The Appellant is objecting to the issuance of excavation permits 

issued on November 30, 2006, and construction permits for a covered pedestrian walkway and 

construction fence on December 11, 2006. The Appellant's own submission acknowledges that 

they had knowledge ofthe issuance of these permits as early as December 19, nearly five months 

earlier; however, they did not file an appeal until May 1, 2007. (Appeal, Exhibit7). 

Accordingly, the Board does not have jurisdiction to hear the appeal ofthese permits. See 

Appeal No. 17430 ofRodut Associates ofDC, LP (an appeal filed three days late is untimely and 

the Board does not have jurisdiction to hear it). 

V. WITNESSES 

SGI will be represented by Allison C. Prince at the hearing on October 9, 2007. William 

Aiken will testify in opposition to the appeal on SGI's behalf. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

The Zoning Administrator reasonably concluded that the Center is a place of worship and 

did not err in issuing the building permits. Accordingly, SGI respectfully requests that the Board 

dismiss this appeal and authorize the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs to uphold 

the building permits for the Property. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Allison C. Prince 

~~ 
Christine A. Roddy 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUlHBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

March 2, 2007 

Mr. Bill Aiken, Associate Director 
Office of Public Affairs 
Soka Gakkai International- USA 

* * * -

2233 Wisconsin Avenue, NW Suite 306 
Washington, DC 20007 

Ms. Allison Prirtce 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman 
2300NSt.NW 
Washington, DC 20037.1122 

Re: 3417 Massachusetts Ave. NW (Square 1939 Lot 42) 
Building Permit Applications #4877-A-6 & #5263-A-6 

Dear Mr. Aiken and Ms. Prince: 

Soka Gakkai International- USA (SGI) has proposed a new building at 3417 Massachusetts 
Ave. NW, for use as a 'place of worship.' This property is within an R-1-B (Residential) District 
and the D (Mixed Use Diplomatic Overlay District) and the NO (Naval Observatory Precinct 
Overlay District). 

Use as a 'place of worship' is a matter of right use within the R-1-B District and is not prohibited 
by either Overlay District. 

It is the responsibility of the Zoning Administrator to determine whether all uses of property, 
structures, or buildings comply with the Zoning Regulations of the District of Columbia, Title 11 
of the DC Municipal Regulations. Without an objective, fact-based conside:ration of every use, 
the residents of the District of Columbia could be subject to spurious claims contrary to the 
purpose and intent of the Zoning Regulations. 

In order to confirm SGI's claims that the building will be used predominately as a 'place of 
worship' this office requested, and you have submitted, additional informat[on with respect to 
the intended use of the building. After careful consideration and reliance upon the attached 
information provided by SGI, it is clear to me that the principal use of the proposed building will 

941 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 2000, Washington, D.C. 20002 
Phone: (202) 442-4576 Fax: (202) 442-4871 



Re: 3417 Massachusetts Ave. NW (Square 193 9 Lot 4 2) 
Building Permit Applications #4877-A-6 & #5263-A-6 
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be as a place of worship. You have explained how the space is used for the practice ofyour 
faith. The layout of the building with a large main room and smaller room for worship activities 
as well as classrooms, fellowship hall and a· small amount of office space is very typical of 
churches and other places of worship. You have provided a typical scheduk~ of activities which 
again mirrors other faiths' regular activities taking place in their churches or places of worship. 

The issuance of a certificate of occupancy for use as a 'place of worship' requires maintaining 
worship as the principal use of the building. 

Having determined the use as a matter of right, I have directed my staff to complete the zoning 
review of the submitted plans and provide approval or comments to you by elose of business 
Monday, March 5, 2007. 

I appreciate your willingness to detail the uses of the building in assisting my determination of 
the applicability of the zoning regulations. 

Best regards, 

~L~C}c~2 
Bill Crews 
Zoning Administrator for the District of Columbia 
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OJJ]cc of the Chief Financial Officer 
Office of Tax and Revenue 

;:: ... f,/4--8520 
SOI<.t' Gf\J~I..td ;NT::t:;:f,NTIC!N.t..L - US f.. 

C\1\ ?ENf·iSYLV/-I.Nf;,, AVE N'•N #900 Sll. 
V.J.t.,SI·IINGTON. DC 200:::04 

I M &ft!M 

Repl:y to: 
Exernr:t Organizations 

Ba.~cd on in:!t)!'!Ttation supplied, and assuming yonr operutH.'DS •vill h~:~ as bdicated in your income and iranchisc tux 
;md personal pmpert_y tax exemption tt·pplicatinn, ·¥e have detcnrdned 11m! you <Jre e:xe-n:pt from the: Di~ark~r ('If Columbia 
Income and Franchise Tax a~~ ~m organlz.ation described in Section 47 -i 802.1 (3) of the District of Colum!Jja Code. Jn 
addilion, -...•.-e have dettnnmed tt)a! you are exempt fi·om the District or Columbia P!!rsonal Prope1i)'' Tax as an vrganiz;:don 
des-cribed in Se,;{;tion 41-JSO&:(a)( 1}, of the District of Cnlumbia Cud e. 

lf your .pU.tj>osr.::s, character, or metlwd of operation (:!hange, please :p::pon the changes to us lbr-con.sider:ati<m (iftheir 
effect, if any, upon your exempt statnt>. You should aho repor. any change in ym.rr mrme induding the atn~udrncnt t~1 your 
org<mi7...ationa1 docm:nent and address. 

You art~ not required to :me District of Columbia incftmc or ii'::rnc:msc tax retums unless your organiz.a:twn has 
m1rclated busine_.-;;s income fmm engaging in a trade or bw;iness in tl:n:.: Distriet or :from lJi$triCt scmrces and such income l'> 

su;,jcct H1 UL" under Section 511 of tbc Internal Revenue Code and/or ·you are su~~j~ct to tax under SeGtion 527 of the 
Intern a.! Revenue Code. Persona£ property used in the gt-11eration of unrela:i:ed ·business in~orne 1s subject: to· tax under 
Scclinn 47-1508( a)( l )(B) of the District of Columbia Code. 

Y (lti will be required lo submit e:~cb year on or before tb(.~ :iillccnth day of' the fifth month :fi;JllOl\r)ng the close o.f 
your ac:countrng period n copy of Form 990 or 99()PF :filed with the lnt~m~l i Re;.'enue Service. 

fn addition,, you are Tequin~d lo :::ubmit pn::nnptly a copy of any correspondence whkh is received from the lnterr:~1l 
Re'Vt;'J'JUe Servit~c which ch~tng(~S your e}\empt statu:~ f()r Fede:ral income lax purp<Jsc.s. 



G-entl eiJ~en: 

Internal Re·venue Service 

S...?ka Gakk..-'li I.nt~E<trnational - us.n. 
il.Y;A: N ichiren Shoshu of America 

- 2:::.9£·-:lt.".$'t .:-'h-~·-Str t·~ t 
too A;;tg.ele:::) Ce.":L::t:f.en'ih ')(.'1833 
S:!S Wil;;;hire Bl • 
Sa.nC<'l HoniG~&, C.A 904Gl 

If(' W;fa< l!:a.Ye':,cfons±dered ·:yo~<: 'Sif!:ilica.tip~-l'f9J:;,., e :i;;g:&~c~l,!~~;q~Jif 
Mgttf:~a;;;#P~ _slltfo, . - •ts -ei· ·-· ----
a · "·ons--aescr : o.t:t:n:e:·~lit\t:a'·: 

\~9£?_,:: :,.. :~u-~:x.:'l 

Based u·pon the e".ridence presented, it is held t:na.t you a.nd you.r 
subordir.ate u..-d.t:;;J 'fThose nar.~es appear on the list yo1.:t recently sub­
nlitt.ed, are e."::em:pt from Federal .income t~ undeT sec'':.ion 50l(c){3) 
of the lnte.r'!'i.al Jteven-ue Code bec.,:use it is sho;,;.'n thai~ 7ou a.'"!d your 
subordir.<!.te u:.'"!its are orga.niz.ed and cpere.teo exclusi,rely for reli­
t;ious p.:u-poses • 

. ii.ny question:s concerning excise, a':lployment, cr other Federal 
ta.xes should be subtnitted to the appro;priate Dist.r;ict Director. 

You al"'td your e...""empt S'<Jbord.ina:te ur.its are not required to file 
Fe-:.ieral kcome; ta.."t: returns 1-rhile e. ta:-~ ex.etnpt status l.s retained, 
\J.rJ.l.ess you or your ~empt Stibo:rdin.a~:e units are subje·:::t. to the 
\tnrelat.ed business income tax :imposed by sect-ion 5ll-l'f.' the Code 
a."ld are re::ruired to file :Fo!'lll 990-T to r.enort 'Ulll"'el.a:t•3d business 
ta.~..able in dom-e. • 

You and your- e::-~ampt- subordinate units are not required. to file 
the tJ.r',m<..?J. retltrns o! infort!U!i.tion> Form 990-AJ becau~H~ the s·pecii'ic 
e.xcepti-ons cont.ai."led in section 6o3.3{a.) of the Code are a.pp.licable. 

Contributions made to you and to you:r ex:e!!lpt subordinate units 
a:-e d e-:iuctible by the donors as provide-d in section 17:! o£ the Code. 
Bequests, legacies, devises, tra.'>lsfers or gi!'t.s of prc:r.•erty to or 
f'c·r the use 0;! you o:r any of your eo:empt su.bo:rd~t.e units are 
deduct-ible for Federal estate and gift tax _pttrposes a.e pl'OV"ld.ed in 
sections 2055, ::::106 end 2522 of the. Code, 
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You and your a.xerrq:k subordinate u."lits are not. .liable for the 
te...-v:es. JJn.poseo umie!' th~· Federal .lnsu.r-ance Contr:ibu:t.i.ons Act (soctal 
cecur:!.tzt ta.."Ces) tmlesf. wai,rer of ex.ernption certii'i<:.a.tes are, or have 
beer: filed as provided .in that Act. Inqtli!'ies al:·out the v;aiver of 
exern:Jtion certifica;';..es should be addressed to tbe ~~ppropriat.e 
Distr'tct Di!-ecto:r. 

You and j•ot:J" e:;:~].:·t subordinate 1mits a:::•e not liable ior the 
tax i:npose.d ~.nde:r the Federal Unemployme.'lt :·a.~ A.ct • 

You should advie€ each of yt•tU' e.xe::npt subc:r·:iina.te -.m:!:t.s oi' the 
pert.inen".:. p::r•ovi:::ions of thi::: :ruling) inchldir.g the require.."T;ents for 
filing :i."li'o:rmat:ton or ether :rettn-ns. 

'This ruJ.ing does not e:;.:tend to a.v sub<:t:rdina:te u..nit which has 
pre'ltiously received an indivich;,al ruling or detel~naticn letter 
holding that i~ is not exempt. Its c-:ualifications to 'be i.'"'lcludei:i 
LTl this group r..D.il"!.C must be separately established .• 

Fc:t' nerl year, and fer each 'Sclcceeding year thet"ea.i'ter 1 Flease 
send us the i'olloY.ting infol"'ll:lation not late:::- than 45 :1ays a.fter tbe 
clos.e of .:f!:l'll' a,.'m'\.lal accounting J)eriod: 

1. IAsts, :a.r:-a..'"'lged in alphabetical or ntllll!':1~·ica.l 
crde.r.. shcrv,r"wg tr.e ne.m~s and tr-ailing addresses <J.:f (a) 
your .ne1·r subordinate units a.lld {b) those v.•hich have 
c,ea$er,: t.o ta:d.st 0!' f,ave Changed their na,.;·nes O:t" m.ai:ine 
<Ltid:resses. One copy of the list should be furn:i.shcd 
fer this ~:;.f:fic.e and one addtional copy :for eo.acb District 
i:lireetor in whose dist::rict one or l!lore of yo>Jr exempt 
subordinate units are located. Direct.o::des 1tta7 ~oe 
furnished :i.""l lieu of lis!.s it a directory is published. 

2.. A s•:.at.ern.ent signed by one of your J1rincipal 
officers showing; 

(a) wt1E'i:.her the ir..fom.aJion upon 'Which your 
original grc~1r.: ruling is based is applicabln in. 
all res1;;ects to the new subordinate units. 

(b) whe;.:.her the Intern.al Revenue Se:r-vice 
has issued art outsta.'1di..>'l.g · ruling or detel"!"...i.n~ti·::>n 
letter tc· arJY pre-existing or ne-n s:ubor(linate 
u....U t .hcldi.t1g t.J:lat the \U1i t does not qualify :fc,r­
e-v.:emptio~: £roJ:J. Fede::-a.l income tl').):.. A list sh01vine; 
the r:.a..lJles and maili."'l.g add... .... esses of u."'lits to '..;rhich 
S'C~Ch :rulirJ,€;S or determination lette:rs have o'~en 

issued should be :L~cl:uded i.'lJ or attached to, the 
stat-eiUent. 
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3. A statE!ment telling us if~ at the c~·,se of your 
annual accounting period, there were no cha.ng,~s iP your 
roster. 

4.. A sta:t~~ent of any changes in your charter, 
purposes_, or nu~thocl. of operation or those c1f e.ny of 
your e..-xe.:·n~t S'llbord.inate units. 

5. Duplicate copies not pre".-iously sub:.:'dt-ted o! 
e.cy amendments t.o your charter or byla.Hs or th:Jse of 
ar.y of your exempt subordir..e.te units. 

'Sver;r exempt organization i~ r·equired to have an Employer 
J.dentific;at.ion Number regardl.ess of whether it has ;..ny employees. 
!.~ .:m o:rganiza.tio!1 does not 2:\.a.ve su.ch a number, it.s District 
:;.irector :.-:ill take steps to see that one is issned to it at an 
early date. 

TPil'l ruli:r.g is not appl:ic:.able to .a,n:r of you.r subordinate units 
orga.:1iZ< ... d r.c:id opera:teo in a fo:reic"'n country. 

Our letter of OetQ'oer 10, 19:67, :vrhich held yo·u ,:;ubject to the 
::quiret"len~s for !ilir1g Federal income tax :ret,urns shouJ.d be 
casr-egardec .• 

The appropriate District Directors are hei.'lg ad.Yised. of this 
act-ion. 

V cry t.l"llly your-s 1 .., rf! ~ . fr.r~~~ 
Chl.ef > .Rullllgs Sec:ti on 
E..'l;;e.'llpt Organizatic,ns i3ranch 
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RESTATEMENT OF 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF 
SOKA GAKKAI INTERNATIONAL - USA 

.NOV 26 2991 

~~1b.~.~ 
1. The articles of incorporation of Soka G<tkkai 

International - USA are amended and restated as follow~;: 

FIRST: The name of this corporation is: SOKA GA.KKh.l: 
INTERNATIONAL - USA. 

SECOND: In accordance with the provisions of Section 9913 of 
the California corporations Code Section, this corporation elects 
to be governed by all of the provisions of the California 
Nonprofit Religious Corporation Law not otherwise appl ii:::able to 
this corporation under Sections 9910 - 9927 of the Corp<,rations 
Code. 

TH!RD: 
organized 
under the 
religious 

This corporation is a religious corporation f:Uid is not 
for the private gain of any person. It is org·anized 
Nonprofit Religious Corporation Law primarily for 
purposes. 

FOURTH: This corporation shall have all the powers of a natural 
person, subject only to any limitations imposed by these articles 
of incorporation, the bylaws of this corporation and applicable 
law. Notwithstanding the preceding statement of powers, this 
corporation shall not, except to an insubstantial deqree, engage 
in any activities or exercise any powers that are not in 
furtherance of the primary purposes of this corporation. 

FIFTH: The corporation is subject to the followinq 
restrictions: 

A. This corporation is organized and operated 
exclusively for religious and charitable purposes within ·:he 
meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of t.he Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended (the "Code"). Any other provision of thE~se 
articles of incorporation notwithstanding, ·this corporaticm shall 
not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on (i) by 
a corporation exempt from federal income tax under 
Section 50l(c){3) of the Code, or (ii) by a corporation 
contributions to which are deductible under Section l70(c) (2) of 
the Code. If this corporation is determined to be a private 
foundation, as defined in Section 509 of the Code, then the 
provisions of Section 5260 of the California Corporations Code 
shal~ be applicable to this corporation. 

B. No part of the net earnings or assets of this 
corpd"ra't::ttnl shall ever inure to the benefit of any director, 
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private individual whatsoever {except that reasonable 
colllpensation may be paid for services rendered to or :for the 
corporation affecting one or ~ore of its purposes). l~o 
substantial part of tbe activities of this cor-Poration 'shall 
consist of carrying on propaganda or otherwise attemp1:ing to 
influence legislation, and this corporation shall not participate 
or intervene in (including the publication or distrib~ttion of 
statenents) any political campaign on behalf of any cc:~ndidate for 
public office. 

SIXTH: The property of this corporation is irrevocably 
dedicated to religious and charitable purposes. Upon the 
dissolution or winding up of this corporation, after paying or 
adequately providing for the debts and obligations thereof, any 
remaining assets shall be distributed, for use in furtherance of 
the purposes of this corporation as set forth in these articles 
of incorporation, to one or more nonprofit funds, foundations or 
corporations, which are then in existence, which are organized 
and operated exclusively for religious or charitable purposes and 
which are exempt from taxation under Section 50l(c)(3) of the 
code. 

SEVENTH: The corporation shall have no members. 

EIGHTH: The number of directors of this corporation shall be 
established by the Pylaws of this corporation. 

2. The foregoing alllendrnent and restatel!lent 1::>f 
articles of incorporation has been duly approved by the board of 
directors. 

3. The board of directors alone was entitled to adopt 
the foregoing amendment and restatement for the reason ·t:hat the 
corporation has no members. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
) 
) 

ss. 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

GEORGE M. WILLIAMS and MICHIHIRO KIKUMURA, belng sworn~ 
statr:: 

That they are the President and Secretary, 
re. ·-:::tively, of Soka Gakkai International - USA (forrne::ly 
Ni( .: ren Shoshu Soka Gakkai of America) , a California 
co.r ·: :::-ation, and they declare under penalty of perjury ·that the 
fac · set forth in the foregoing Restated Articles are ·true and 
cor·.:-: :::t of. their own knowledge under the laws of the state of 
CaL -;:,rnia. 

Executed at Santa Monica, california on 
-l:!£:.L::ber 22 , 1991. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on November 22 
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