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H STREET NE CORRIDOR DESIGN GUIDELINES 

Intent 

The H Strce-: Corrdor ca,... t>C a 51...::cess!Ul vibrant. ccm• 
m..n:t),-e1ranc ng Man S~r-ee: f f)f!I.-,. and rehaoi it.ltcn 
®dopmc,: 1s Mfcicnt!y v-,1:fod. ,\ l)cat'r\f mxcd-Lsc 
ne1!tibornood car be perrntttd to ~: i' d~,e Op'Y'IE!:"lt, 

redeve'opme-;t <1Pd re!ia:;i ,tation r:1e ii,;en guide ir,~ Joi 
pla:emert ard k:nri 

1 'll? Cu del oes pr~nted hen!: arc intended to dci v-cr c car 

dcsc:rl)ticin5 for the most 1rr"°rtant elCJ'T'lefts of CC'-'C op­
meri:. ....,1, le penn tting a degree of freedom to ,;;h;ire ir:Ji-
., d,litl ty ard dentcy TI-iese GuidPline;-o are r:::t irt!?r :'led to 
present an o::,st!de to rrew i~'lt ar(f :k\-elo~l 

Tix: DcS1gn G Jidclincs arc d \1dcd i"'lto t.-.io se...'"tlom - tt~ 
Oe.-eiopme,,t Guideltnes ;ind the Architectural St'.ndards. 
The Design G .1idelines are irt.eridcd to prc,.1dc assistance 
i"l receve:'oping. renabi r".ating o--de\/~Cpmg n,,w prope,.tie') 
abig the Corridor nie Gtidelines ;re intencied to l:me-fit 
the streetsca;:>e and public reah l b-/ prc.vd 11g a Wn'Sls:ent 

bu Icing wal. btJding he ghts appropriate to location a"'ld 
bu Icing usage and aoprcpriate placeme1t of partng. The 
O~IJI Gu:c'~nes are me.Jnt to be used wthn '".he context 
of Zonirg and L..:f,d Use regul~tion5. Dcvelcpment ..-.;1 be 
cootroled,b.rt perrrittcd 'reccomof e><prcss1on ~ it 
contJibutes to the ch?Ja::ter of the street 

Development Guldetines 

The Dc,.,::ic:>ment Gu1de11res are "ocJSed on p-o-,·id1ng gu1d­
a"IC€ fo· th.-re eterrents 

• bl.ildng loca'"~on. 
• he ghts ad setbatk:,,; and 
• pacl:ing locaton 

It is believed tru.1 t~ are tte three fT"O'.t ini::c--tarrt ele· 
--nents of df::\~0:irnef"'t .-rd the areas \/\.i1ere cooshtP,OC)' and 
c ar ty are f"lC) recuired Therefo-e. the ce .... elq::meot Gui&­
in~ h~ been...,, tten i" a si·ripl fed 'l'liuirer to •1uwat.e 
precisely wher-e ~ elernenls ,nay oco.r aro ~· th!'/ are 
tc be ctslri?Uted 

~sed on e<orornK ar-.d other data as\l>.-e.l as.se ... eral qualita­
t ve bit:.es. there a"" tt-ree genera. fy~ of de~oprient th~.t 
'-'" II occur ~l t "'le Stu::ty Area 

Type I -~ pan:el development. 
Type I Oevelopmert w1I occur on arge pa--ccs under sntt 
c, .... nersh p or smaller. adj~ent parccls that ca, be asserrbled 
into a lnrgc parcc uncer single OWnE:'f·~, p 

T'lese large prope··U:5 c..-i support mapr rrixed-use de-~ ... 
oprnent opp<Ytun ties. Parcel~ 11ea:- Unio n Station with n.iti­
roodal cooriectivify al&:> 1ncreas~ thP oppo,.turity "ot" more 
de"'lse deveklprrent See Page 1. 

I 
.r 

Type II • s1ngte a.nd multiple parcel developmHit or re~W!l­
opment 

·ypc I· Do,-clO;J(r'l(llf IS tt-::: rY>st ~nmrr:-.:n dC'.'c:loprrr.:rt pat­
tf'r"I in tre st1rjy ;irea -ype I 'JeveloYnen• w I f)-'P c;-A'y rxrw 
as reha:,11;-.ation of srral k,:s andicr re.N inf•I cevelopmen: of 
m-al or asserrtled cts. 

-.-hesc opport,J"litles 'cc-rn tte OOC:kbone of f..rtJre activrt),· 
along '"1 S:reet Th !i 'orm of deve c,,,:ment is i'l'.lailable for n 
va.-iety of i.-.·ge Mid small ::!eve opers and p"CM&c:s a hu~ 
Citpd(..ity fol' corr1·1e'cial ,1·,d residerdd space Sre Pq,,e 5. 

struc:tures. 

'ype II Devetq-:mer,t is. reserved f0t tl•e co!lSl.n,ction of 
s.ti u::-tved par-:ing fac::lities 

If tne deve cpTiert scen¥ios play out as pro,e•:ted. tte 
demano for parl,Jng w1I ncreasc greatly. In fact t'"lerc 1s 

.llrcady the perce:it!Of'I of a huge pal"king dcic t. bclCaUSC 
parking is not '11$1:ile n bul~ If parkng garages if'C kxated O'l 

the ccnidor tt-e l}.11dehnC'.!'. will l'elp Cf's.i.,re that th garages 
integi ale with other for~ r:f de-velor:fl'ent and contribute to 
the functiona.r:y of the ent re COi ri:k:i .. See ?{\.te 6 
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Architectural Standard, 

The An::hitectural Standards are "ocu-;ed on tile prin~iple 
bJildng element!> of str ... ::tures .'°I the -I Street Corr do-: Th~ 
Ard-ite-:tural Sta"ld.ards catego-if:.s Ne 

• Stcref-onts, 
• Wndo.-.-s. and Doors 

• A•.vn ngs and Ll"IOfl~ 
• Wall:,,;anc 
• Roo~. 

71c Sund.lrds are t;n!f to acco"rl)l1sh t.e goa1s ef a conn:m 
Mchitco..ra. vocabulary that permits a luge d~ of ind ivid­
ue.;rty The 00. Mee is struck by e"6Lr1ng c:onsstency 1n :ircpor­
t io'"I. rmtenal and inte'l:. f the Stlr :::la--d; clf"C n-et, 1n3\>1cual 
e)l're~on n d~n can be pemitted to m..(l1· :":"ganica ly 
wthout cis'vptng the cor! sten:y and ~--eets:::ape 

Definitions 

Building Envelope - the area o' a developrnert ste :hat may 

te occupied b'-/ the .-ootpr nt of new corstroct on 

Building Frontage• tt11'! percent~ of fac;ade that must be 
built a cng the principle frontage (-I Strem;. Bu lding Froi:­
age recu1remerits e,wre a more cons1stcn: street character. 
free if ·g.?.ps'' and nter-uptoos of the 'abric 

Building Height - me number of stores perrritted to rreet 
w th the Urban Des gn Goals 

Encro1chments Build ng elerients. ~LJch a;, t:clco"lie$. sg­
nage. bay v,,1ncows. etc. which eI1' ld'lCe tt-e 0t.-ildng e evz.­
tons. al:::ng the Corndo'" 

Parking - areas wh ct- are avai'able fOf temporanty s.tonng 
per~:nal vet-1<les &ene~ally ocated oekm grade. ;i, the back 
cf the parcel, or ,o:h 

Front Setback the maxirrum distance perm t:ed betwee'l 
the '1 SJect right-o'-way and the build ng wall paranel to H 
Stree'." 

Side Setl:rack - the maxi,aJrr d1~titf')(€' r,a-m r.cC bet-Neer a 
see :,rcperty line (riot &:ja::.:ent to a ~t) arn1 a buikjirig 
'w':a11 

Side Street Set.back - tnc distance reqL1red pe~d 
beDl.·een tlw. r-rcper ty Inc along a street th~t 1ntersec:s l 
Street and a tx.itdhg wal S ce Street Setbacls arty exst 01 

c.ome.-lot.s. 

Rear Setback - the dista')(C >"t:::p1red bet-.vee'"l a rear prop 
erty lrne ard a bJ1 c1rg wall. 

H STREET NE STRATEGIC D EVELOPMENT PLAN I 3 



DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 

Intent d 1he Gu dclines for lype I Oevdo;>ment 

lype I De-.-eloprnenl s tes ncluce the curref\t Caprtal Ch ldre'"l'5 Muse:u-n srte, the LCO b eek (south side). and the 300 bloc-: 
(no~th and S01.Jth sides) of H Stree!, the t"'urrys grocery site a"Kt the former Sc..rs site il.t the Eastem gatev1:ay :act- of 
thesoe pMcels so( sufficient width and depth ta sJppor: future developrr-,en: cf ,,, • .tt stOr"y.1"1'1Jlti-use bu:ld ngs wh ch co-..­
tA n en<X.Jgt:l p.trlcirig to ,~et demands cf retai, cffkc and residentla \.!Se--... 

-ype ! De-:el~nt car be, e rcCM.Jr..iged ir areas se--vl:'d by ~rarisit stoos ;and where tl'\e need:; of the l..rgcrt n.Jmter of 
people can be m!'t 

Bulldlng Envelope. BJ1k!i~ are to be set d1rectty on 
tre front (r' Street) .md s de :x-opc .. fy ir,c5 (o( s-:n:.:e"'s 
..-.•hk, intef"'!,ect-, S1~eet). h the rear nui'dngs may be :;ct 
bi\C.k frcrr. tt-e near p~operty lire, bu-- are rct reqLired :a 
create a yard 

6uikJing:,, nl<l)' rnax mi/f' lot cm,m,ge 11:, tc 100% d t'le 

buildable <t~J.. ar d shoo...ld be betv-leen 4 dno 8 storie, ta11 

Encroachments. E;croad-ments ue perrrcted ont, at 
8 feet above the s dc...,al< .rid h gt,er The Slde-Nal<S 3lorg 
H SlJ"'eet Jre not w.dc cro1.~ to pcrmrt bl.ild ng rtr xt..1res 
to ente· :;e p1,,,t; Ic right of way Per-n t:ec e;crcachrg 
e e-nents indJde a-.·,"lings. canopies. t::Jccn es ard bay 
wmdo-.vs.. 

Parking. 0 "1 site par<irg :!".hall oc.CJr bck:w gr.ice v,1hen. 
!?Ver p::::.5iDlc Belo,,,,, g-ade paddng mily occur mt•••here 
uridc' t"IC 00 Id ng crrtelo_:>e. At g~ade Parlcing may only 

exist 1n tt,c rear of tt,e ct. no less tt,an CO feet bch1nc tt-c 
front •:,d of the bu ldhg Shi'lfod park ng ~ e"'H:oor;;_ged 
an::l ·,1.-r:uld provide a reOOc:ed parking r-eqLJ rernent 

:::::: Di!:!.nct cl Colurrbia Office of F annir,5 m: theHO<Plann lng(,roo:> 

Building Envelope 
Building Fro,:age!H Street '1a,< 
Bu11dmg Fro'"l·.agetSide Street Max 
Front Setback Max 
Side Sett&k Max 
Side Street Setback Max 
Rear Setback 
Buld1ng height 

Enctoachments 
Frojectio'l o .-cr RON 
pe~tted above th~ ~de~ 
willk begi'lnine, at 8' i.bovc 
grade Max.: 

Parking A~as 
Front 
S;ce 
Rear 
Below Grade 

1C0% 
100% 

o· 
o· 
o· 

10' to 25' 
4 to 8 stones 

6' 

Not Pcrmittod 
Not Permitted 

Permitted 
PH'IY'lined 

E,l,ll.DNG -t'JGHT 
-.roe STOllJES 

TYPICAL BUILDING SECTION 

t8:.NNNG HEIGHT 0" fl.ET,tJLfQFRCE/ 

I ~SM.,,o,,c_=_ ·a<_NE_NT_, _ __ .====OEN= TI=A=L==-•--_'_NG-:: _ ___ _ ______ _J PAAJ(JNG 

PARKING 

I-w w 
er::: 
I-
V') 

I SOESTREETS!:T I I 
' .,_ ___ -+_....,.., i 

\.._ _ __ L.....L.L-

STREET I 
-_=J 

1-w 
w 
a: 
I­
V') 

I 

Ii 

i 

STREET 
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DEVELOPMENT GU IDE LIN ES 

ntert oft~ GL.Kielines for Type II Ce-..elop'Tl(,'1: 

The Gu deh;.es furT~ II Devf!fo:rit!r'l encourage sm:ill d~.-ciopl"'-.e"'I:, 3't a dlS":l"'ICtl'Jeiy ! mi~ c..cale as ex stng -I Stree: "V c 
helr;ing to reta1"! ar::I enha.nce the d1ar a.i:teristJu of:he tl:.ton:: corn do~ 

Type II Dcvebpmen: $hol..ld corrbnue t::: pre mo~~ arti-Je uses .at ·.he gr01.Jnd 1oor a"ld lt.-i.-.g ~ or o"l\ce sp.:a.::e atx::vi,.. Frt­
ing !S located be'lind ancior bc'ow the bLi d n~ 

Bulldlng Envelope. BJtctngs are t:: t;e 5-et en~ frcr1t 
;;n:j side proper'!;)' hres. 11 the rea~ bu ldi--igs ~")Ol..ld be set 
Dael. f,om trie rear r,ropert'/ I rP. to ill ow llrri~e<: parki'lg 

en site Suild ngs rr~y rre..xrrize lot ~o,•eragc. ul'l:1 shot.Id be 
be:w!!t!n 2 ard 4 stones t~JI 

Encroachments. E"l(roachme'1:S. arc per'Y'lltted en y at 
8 feet above tne sidev.·alk. amJ t,.i,,•.e .. T--.e s dewaks a1ong 
H S:reet are rot ...,,de enougt- to pern1l bu klir1~ ~truc:ures. 
to ente'" tt-e public rgt-t of way ~rmitte::l er,cro,d, 11g 

e e-nents incluce a"#n ngs, c,110:, es. b3.konie5 ~d !)ay 

V,'lndo-,VS. 

Parking. On si-:e par!Q,g st1al occJr 1Jet1 rd the build ng 
v:heneve~ poss be Belo-..., grade par~rg nay <Xhll cJ1y­

where under the bui cirg erw-ek.:pe At grade P,rk ng may 
only exist ,n the rear of the let ro less than 60 feet bel-)irld 
t:i'e front wal cf the bu ldil)f Shared p..rkirg is er::ouraged 
af'd ....-ould p'OIIK1e a reduced p,1rkmg rcqu1re~t 

::::::::: :J str<t of Co umDii:i Cf'ice of ~l'in& 

Ii: trtt""OKPla nningGrcup 

Building Envefope 
Bu kj1;g =root.ager~ Stfeet Max. 
Buld1,g :-ror,~Side S~l l"'ax 
front Setback "1ax 
S cc Setback Max 
S ce StreEt Setback 1'>-1ax. 
Re.ar Settick 
0011:::lng He gt,t 

Encroachments 
PrcJcctto"'I ov<:r PON 
per'Y'ltted aDO','(! tt,e side· 
, .... ~k :>eginn rg .it s· abo,.-e 
grade M..x. 

Parking Areas 
Fro'l: 

Si:.ie • 
R,,,. 
BeowGr,1,d@ 

100% 
100% 

O' 
O' 
O' 

10' to 25 ' 
2 to_. stones 

6' 

Not Permitted 
Not Permitted 

Pe rmitted 
Permitted 

BEGINNING H~IGHT Of ~ - .L!_;;:==:::...L----, 
PE~.",rrTEO (NQ\0.,:.Ct-iHENT'S RETAJL/OFFICE 

PARKING 

NT_ 

~JILD TO Ll'I[ >-

F~NTSEUA(X 

I-w w 
~ 
I-
V') 

I 

W 
...J 

I <i: 

- I 

1-w 
w 
~ 

t;; 
I 

"TYPICAL BUILDING SECTION 

PARKING J 
- u,.c~OAC ..... a-n ZCM- 1 l !!:LQ<."'<;ifAIJEPAll<l"lGZ~ 

1- - 1>- -
L - ~ 

_ l <i: ~ 
I 

AT ::,~DE W.0..-:NG ZON~ 

.... • 
·- - - I 

I "''"-""""'"TZON, I 
I T xXlOG 

I 

STREET 

- I 

i 
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DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 

HI 

Several lccaticrs forTpe Ill De\1:!IOpn'CPt h.r:e teer, co"!Stderec th~t are centraly located and can provide p,il"lil"lg To 
rr tigate the irrpact of-ype Ill Deve1opmcnt il erg :ne Corridor: the S4.rt.ct1,..~ mu"'t be fro'l·ed with gro1.nd 1o:ir u~s on 
H Stree~ JVid-~lock st"uctur~ arc relieved of th s require"l'lfflt 

h add,tio"'I (see Architectural 5:arid.lrd;.) ~.:.rl,:j,;g garage$ arc cxpec.eo to ~tall the Ct"iteriil of iilpprov;J as oth<:r bu1 ding 
typ,!S on the Corridor In o"Cer to CO'ltrib.Jte to tte nvera I qJalr:y of the Corrdcr. parking S'"n..ctures ""-1st meet t')C ~ 

architec::ural stand.a-cs as ether b:Jtk:ling:. 

Par-:..ng deck pl&errent requi--es ca--eful c;cardirMtion ;unong devclD:>CI"~. :-.e Crty. mercl-·ant5 ano res der,ts to ensure :nat 
tre reed fOI"' pubic ::iar<irg anc th potentiitl rrp..c.~ the garage> t- avc on the ~u"Tcunding areas are weighed evenly 

Building Envel ope. Bu1klhg<, dl1:: to l:e c,et Or' :he !rent 
and side property lines. In the red~ buildings ma'/ bes.et 
back from tte rear pro~rt)' ine. bLt are not ,~uired to 

aea:c a yard 

Bu ldir gs may t'KIXJmi.ze lot CO\~rage. and shou rl net 
exceed 4 sto~ie, in 'leight (aOO'.,e grade) 

Encroachments. E"K--oac11'"le·1~s di"!'~ pe.-m t:ed o'lly at 
8 feet above the sidewalk anc only a :;ng occupied bt.ilding 
area<, The ~1dew,c1lks alcng H Street are not ...,;de cn:-:ugt­
to pe'T"'li: t:iuildirg stf"1.Jctures to enter th pJbl ~ 1ight-of­
w~ Perrr1tted em;roac1'11rg elerrerts ir clude ;;wnings ""o 
carop.e:s. 

Parking. As the principal use of this deve oprncnt type, 
par~g is permitted in alrrost any locatiof· w thin the 00:d­
mg envelope ard u'ldergrourd The excepticn is a requ ,e­
mert for a lTlnir-.i•Ti 40 ··eet det!p 't'SE-r viti,on o• space for 
coMT)@!f'(1al frortafe on~ ground tloo· 

:::::::: Distoc: ofCol.mbi.l Cfflcc of Planning 
Ii the·K:.(PlannlngGrcup 

Bui lding Envelope 
Bu ld1ng Fro<l:age/H Street ...,ax. 100% 
Su,lding Frnntage/Sic:e Stn:.-ct '1ax 100% 
Front Setbac<. M~x O' 
S oe Setback '1ax o· 
Side S~et Setback Max 0' 
Rea .. Se·.bac<. 10' to 2.S' 
&.i!ding Heignt 2 to • stories 

Encroachments 
:lrcJc<t1:::n ove~ RO/\/ 
pcrmned ~~see• 
w.J<.begn"'l1~at8 aoove 
grade I"' ax: 6' 

Par-king Areas 
Fn~nt at grade 

S de .at grade 

Rear at grade 
Above Grade 
Seim-., Grade 

Not Permitted within 40' of 
H Street n 

Not Permitted within 40' of 
Side Street 
Permitted 
Permitted 
Permitted 

6,1,..lJ"'ICHEOsT ~--1=====~======L-
2"TO-. 5TORU j PARKING 

jl-----'PA""Rl(:,a:l:.;aNG'-------l 

F:mri~~~::~~-~N~ ~ - . RETAJVOfACE I ~NG 
----~ l-"'-""'-'=="-'-R-AAK- IN-G--""='----- -j---

tu 
w 
er:: 
I;; 
::r: 

LJIIE OF ENCJPA,CHl"ENT 

WllO.T~LINE 

1 

~ M NHJMRiAll.OF.PTH 

I 
I 
I 

FflONTSEFK 

I 

'r'""°'---r-
1 • 
I 
I 

STREET 

I 

I 
i 

PAAKING 

~ !N(l lMCSTZOSE 

BELCW ::;RADE ~ZON~ 

::r: 7, ~ ~~ZON1 

~CHMENT ZO\I[ \ r~~ 
STREET 

( -
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O:~nL'i¢~siorer,o,.~~fr:mat4,,,w~mo!IOn. Q,.x:,r, 
pro:facts.. high ~!lb'liry aid ~s rhlX say open·· cr-d ~~" ::-~ ~ 
rljf'!McJ~ 

A .-er~ dtm, Gn.:J ~~ ~ s-;-sttr'? rnitJp'e tf'llOnts ·'" o q'e 
~~:,j,y UlOf pro,t,Jde$ ~..-._r,e,j CIC':i0"T. fllJ;.'J Y,~ aid dr.,;!_:•',t; !MX.'gll f/-,e 
ff!,lectiOn -,f pe"IT'lc7lll!r.: r,me1ot$ dnd r::.,41 fin,~s.. 

A ~ arid Stltlflf s::~:rcn ~ rrftf.inQ" iJj} the 5rMMrl'fs c/ S~ 
fewit.Cortg.satJorts.. Ttupan.WarJitDrcfro,•~Pe~thet'JCtrtofiood 
xo~ .. ~ <Tef e,j de~-1\ m.'::'itr OM ffl!(lr.'.'W)I. 

DESIGN STANDARDS. STOREFRONTS 

lnt~nt 

Storefronts are on::: er the rrost 1111,>or·tant ~ical OO"nerts 
o& .i corrmen:ial ente,-prise arld shou d rtrlect t.nat rnpor­
tance wi:h c.ve'ul d~~ Storefronts should l.:e designed 
•.vth a unified ccmbinatio"l of wirao\,l,'S ard doors, signage. 
colors and aw-nif'lg$ or cancp ~ 

StoreTOn~ shoo Id util w c t1rable. cw,-rr.aintenarKe materi­
al~ md fin1she~ and :.hould pen~'i: t.11ab~t,.ucted vie~ into 
tte store • ,ncrcasing visibility d·id prcmoti,g the bus.rie-» 
wrthin. 

6u9ness and l'rci)ert}' 0.vner~ are encouraged to consut': 
theTH~VE puotcct>on (produ(P.<l by th" DC Ofice or =1ar-.­
n ng). for assistance in making dec,siom Mlout storef-unts 

i::::::::: Distn::t ofCohimb,a O'f,e of Planning 

1W the.-fOKPIVYllngGroup 

Storefront Configurations 

• VVnOO:.~ <'nd door·s of corr"l'lercial cstlbi1shmerr.s 
should oco..py 'lO ~s than 60% of tt,e total storefront 

• 1Nndo-.·:s shookJ be set a maxrrvm of18 inch~al:iove 
vie ;rou-xl .rd ... r.rrn 12 irches cf the finished ceiling 

• Transom "MrC:;Ns an: c:.-.couraged abo..,e doors and 
storefronts. 

• ~ 2C;k ~~ anaqi..e gl~ clld ot"IC.r·~a'se \VJrdOVV tc::h­

niques. are protiitited 
• Garage. sec!Jity and ~rv;ce doo"S shall no1 face a street 
• 1Nre rre:sn :;ec_.·ity gr~les shaft be r,ovnted <,n the 1r1!iide 

ef bu1ld1ngs. 

A coio,fiJ bnd; i»-e,lron: ond cle,:u Z"™ ~°' f0£'t'Llier to pro,,,de " 
v'..'lror,• facade ond ~r e,.p::~ f« ~ prod,xts ffldl! l'!Htitr:9 fl c:, tm. 
1r1£b1Ainc~ 

DESIGN STANDARDS • STOREFRONTS 

/, po,·,1.etJ bfd:.~ or,:!~ S,:;t'l',,...A tt,;5t, 'Jh,::w O ti:fne<I (C(;Odl.; ta 
l'.t,es.oew:..'i<.. Ureaikr5c-cwr~•~-~Qidod:iro!ilo!'~hi!l'1cm:ed 

Jl'l10ieOf!~~ 

Ponedmc:ol 'Jt~f't'l'in ;,'J,;:,- u;,r;v.1~r.y{ororo.il;,-1enont bt.ildory De,;"" IP>e color~ jor tra painted •'!Cial·,w,,::(ror:-.. cf o v-rofi fl!'t~ ,t 
,;;'Id l',•'Jdows ore cM a:assp"Cll'l<Wlion L,"IObstru::red.,-.,:wto the nee,~ ~-OBJ "'1lltW •n~ ro r).')I' .O:"l'f!'.e ·,1,,:71 :ne dspjay1Jflh: prodvct> 
C~,:J offerng Ci p0(.'0Wlg :;l,'C't,'(~ 

Storefront Materials 

• Storefrorts'"l'l3'f':>errJ.decfbrcl<..""'OOC.rnetd OI ~Sc\ 

or a c.omblootior cf these rraier,als. 
• W1ncb.·1S and doors cf oomrr~al enterpnres may be 

made of wood (left n.1,., ra er par,ted) or ah.,rr·r um 
All.lTirum wmdc,,1,s :w,d doors riay be 'inished witn 

ele::-IJ~tatic paint 
• 'Nncb.vs ard d<Jor.i. of COITllnef'C al enterpr is.,~ shall uses 

cl~r (not frosted textl.l''ed or oltierwise aFectec) gass 
pro-.rdirigan unobsL--...tl.ed view into tr.e stcre ofn.o less 
th.TI 12 f@et 

• Doors wh c:h arc part of the storefro'lt ~all be more 
than SC% clei'J ~~ 

• Sold "security" doors,.,., th 'lO opacity shall not be 
loca:ed en H Street or S.Ce Stree: ~aton. 

Storefront Finishes 

• Brxk stcrefrorlS may lx: l~f: urpamt~d or mJ;y ~ p,lint@d any 

h1ih :il0$S (CIQr-

• 'Nood stor@fronts ma.y left ritural bt! r,tinleo i1ff hijl glo$s 
co°'~ 

• Mc".al stcrefronU rn.1y b@ left rntJral er maf be fn•Yied in a ny 
hjh iOSScok>r. 

• 0"e trim co or ma"/ be uc;ed 1n c.ddrtlon to lhe poocipal color 
of the s:orefrorr. ~em. 
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I ... M.J 

Im·- - -,.i I - --
1.­, ·. 

rf'f,~cgeofH~t c'tf-i<reau-en:!l.>:.les~b,lprr,po,-t.ottSpr'Ml'I 
d;;-N$ cr>d other oµ.-,•,s. ~ '"'I~ ~ o,-e ~ WII.II me-brf 
dnwl!Jo1 M~ ~rocc.'li, New W~ st>:~ Ml'lOf !hf: ner!age ~ 
WlJdlesonlC'o'U'·!OO..ri ~·". 

J'Px-!~tewfnd:M.~scndo:m~p,"Of)OrriMSpro,.IOeO ~­
fc, H St'e!!li hostor,:: c•ch:ecture. When p,oporC::Mon! cansiS!ent. ~ 

ondm::i~ofscctic'9! !Ooddthe l':!:itn:/,lij.:e in the~ txam,:,le 

Sut.cr!,1~d p,ri.'lll /(Jc·.''!',' (top) ~ otfit.e bu,:&r>j or-1 ~l ~MIM!J a, opt,ri 

.'."flS .nb~~ tie ,-t1/ool tectcng.'@!_ This W"JV.butk.1.-ii<n co,rp,.;;! 
i!:.'e 1,,t~ or:-: Ql'lC!hl-·. n:gar..fto.-:.:i r.,( \.6e 

DESIGN STANDARDS - WINDOWS & DOORS 

Intent 

V/indo-Ys and d-,or'$ provide bl..1ldi"'lg ::letai It is rT:x>rtan: 
':h..it JI of tt,~ b.11ld1ngs fo 1c,..,,. some general standards cf 
propcrtion a--d i:: acement, the"l are given the freed:::t'il :o 
e><pore oth€r ~ elements. 

'.f-/indo-A'5 and do:::~ sho'Jld be tn the pmpo--t on of rect­
ar~ .Yid sq:.ia~ to express height and vcivrne. 

\/"1lndows sh:MJd be operable and be set lf'lto windO'N open• 
hgs a nnimJr") of 2 incries to pro,.,de a st,ado-,v lire ard 
expre;;s the deptt, of tne bu.ld1ng 

Dc::rs are intendec' to be locate<l approp-iately (service 
doers. :or instarce are not pel1Tt!L--d on a frcrr..age) 

::::::::::: Distri~ of Columbia OffJC.e c(Plao'liog 

L; ".ti~HOl(PlannlngGroup 

Window & Door Configurations 

• A ..-li,d:;.,. or c::::::r •·opening" consists of tt,e f"O.;~h 
maso"lry openlflg er r'lXlgh wall opening nto wri<:t-i the 
wndc:,.v or door s µlaced AJI v.,;-Klow and door o:>en­
ngs !.hall be vertical 11 Jr"OJ)Of"t on, and ;v,y S1..bsequent 

\'.1',11s c'"IS cf O~--.ing;. ( it.es. sast,es, etc) st.JI aso be in .:he 
confguraticn ofV""..rUcal:Y 01el"'ted '"ectafigles 

• Vertica.ty.oriented rcc:t)ng!Jar wind~ 1')a)' be grouped 
cr"garged" i'"I a t-orizontal opening w~..e length does 
not exceed twice its he.ght 

• V'/r,dc,.·r, ari::J doors sh.JI be ocatcd no less than 24 
rnc"lei froM bjlding cor"lefs 

Window & Door Materials 

s,,c;ct>uldinjs'MCl'tl<'OC'd 
w'n®'M ~ OCJl(,Ued w,t,li 
brid(linred ana u:ine 
.-.'!f'll.r.Niso.'!s. 

~ f"lO'"..tirVJ,'b~f~,-st:ed 
m S!ucw. ,e,tp-es~s rtll!' SIio. on 
owo:JCM't>l.~isnorl'l!qiMl"a 
!OV:~Q.,_-iel il'l~~ 
rlj~UTXff:Mlbui'dr.8 
1ed:-ri:c;..e. 

C<.1rtOIO ~~ C0r'l~n...c:oo,, 

Wn ·~ t~G.'!(Y;nss 
Hhe•ln:tlCfllforidbl.M 
Ml!S l'ISlh CM oo«;tr,..cton 

~ortb:t~tf!:d~ 

~ d,cm. PriY,x,rtr..ns 
fTll.lS[ remain 0,.1,:•uenr 

rqcrd'.m-of.,dlm:i~ol 

• VVIOOow frMT'ICS rM/ be 'NOod o,. Metal 
• Doors l"'l(l'f be wocd, gla-;.s :,r- st.eel. 
• Doors on a from or side cf a bt.11d ng sh.11 ha--,e raised 

p.--e1s or gass. and door cpe,.atirg h.'.ll"'C!'~•3re O,andsets 
or lc~b) on '.he ouB;oe of the door 

• en:k facades sha'I have openings with lintel!. .Yld si ~ 

made of br cit. stooe or concrete at a I w111dow's. and 
doors except the storefront 

• M?.sonry bLild1ngs. wr.h a stucco 1inish snail t>ave stone or 
ccncrete sRs. a'ld are not reqU1reo to expn!M a inte! at 
window and do:r open ngs. 

• Buildi~wrth metal,glass.co-x;rete or stone p¥teS are 
not req1.11red to e>o;i~ss I ntels er s lls a! windo-,•,• open­
ings. 

DESIGN STANDARDS -WINDOWS & DOORS 

Wi,idow~,Wr;s (Ir rtll! p,tJ'l(I fioo,Qfl: 1(;1,:e to rr<.;.- '.-..u kh,1Y w.'i.,'e 
me i_:;ipe.- stor1.....-c~ -ef~ f~ ~ ~!e l{>s,denc..'$, nlf0<.l2h:;:.: f~ 

t-~.:d·na, m,,.~ tflt. aper~~ (ltl.' ·•~O.'r( ~ l'Kt""f'es. 

Window & Door Finishes 

• W.ndo-,•.-s and ...,;ricow lilf'S qi;:11 be clear glass B ac.:. 
glass. "!.piafid--el glass" and othe, "false wndo,,./' tedm cu~ 
arc :>t"Ohibited. 

• \/1/if'dows ~ coors, franll:!s r)ld) l:;e p,c1 ntcd a'"ly colo~ 
t.-..at 1s cor~ ~~rt with tne design d the building 

• Visb'e ...,;oocw und door h3rdwa~ sha'I l.:t meUl-1 and 
rema n u•)r.r~d 
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A ~'IM cf~ thoc P,,-.-dl: 'Oo"l pt::i!eQQ<looda oofM el!:-menr to a 
SE~~ :)fJtorefior,: ~ At t'w! ,.:.-nrr.the «i,'IOA'e,'l!i pro-,tdt!s a s:;ot 

li:N'"smple S.zoaie.fl r~e fo,m,;fme!01leiters. 

AIKW'lis con p,t,1/di! mtnl! and w•r~ or<!. are pe,rn..'tt.d t~ pr.;~Je 
a~~!he'-· iJ,rr, of s.~ , 1 ie:t. o bo~ st~ c'ioosits CM m.b>lCe O!i 

the or';~'grqe A: rt~-=-~otonal n::01:ermee!i it>e r..or-:1~ 

Tl'>Qc.,:~sof,'"ep~°'"Wli-WS. CfNlej't,a~:olstrl.d~ 
~pp.,m~cf-:M11as. OnV"e11:f,,L,:.m;.-.;-nor;k-nst"IJC!~'Mffi 
!IJC~re$l/t - ~,:;ndwe,o~•p,o!e,,:oon a,d,3ur..que~gn 

DESIGN STANDARDS. AWNINGS & CANOPIES 

Intent 

Awr,ngs and r;anop es (roc~ike strucb.,res eX".endin~ c,,,er a 
dooror·Nrndow) may oe u~ fthe1r purpcse s :'ll'ir cipally 

functioial to afford protect,on from ~Lil a~ ran A""'rl ngs 
a'"IC ca~ ha-:e a h1stocy .!Jorg the H Street Comdor of 
pra..-idirig shade to the stnr2TOrit and shelter from the cc­

me1ts /\.e-..., omings and cariope5 a-e to be mccrporatod 
n~o bui d ng design fol tne saine purpose as their histcrical 
precedent - a,,xt the,r desig"1 t'T'I.Jst ~lect tre~ util ty 

VVhi e a-,vri,gs ard cariopies mJy n-:orporate letterng and 
icons trey are meant to be u5Cd pr mari)' for clim.nc rea­
so~ ;.nd secondar1tt as a locahon f:::~ COfl"l'l'le'Cial graph cs 

Awn f'125 .lr,d ciln:::p es are to be JSed only at the gro..nd 
levc, m rr.illforce the character of the corrrnertial c::::rridor. 

:::i::: Dstrct of Celun-b.a Offk~ o~ P ann ng 

W :hcHOKPlanningG"O.Jp 

Design Standards for Awnlng1 

• Awn ngs shall be permitted to encroac'l o-.-er tne sice­
wal<. 

• A1J1.11 ngs rnay be muurited ifl9de Window "farres or 
above w nc!om. be ow t.rMSOl"'IS 

• A.....-n1ngs sha'I be permitted 011 any bu1!d1ng. bcgn'lmg 
a: a neight of 8 feet Wove t"le ~ ot::walk. '\!o port on of 
the a-.•mng shall crop be\O'N a t-ei~t of 7 feet at».~ the 
sdewalk 

• Awrlf1gs soa I be tr ;rngulnr in s.cc.tio"'I. Awn ngs shall not 
lu:,r1:: .1 I.Jdftd on the t.nderside 

lr /l,:;to•.Ccor.,py~ in woo:J.i;loss 011d1rie1:::r~s ~~(I( 

~~000.•1,o~r. TJ,,s.::onoP1-abot1rQ>,(X,Sf,;\ls:~zforYro11 
r,a1w~,.t~t:or-iorl:rheen1ry. 

A·....-•111:s con p,ov.de ~ and sheoter aid 1ft pc,mr..:d W p~ 
MOtiw!f (:rm of il~ge. Af ,Cf!. C ~ S!OO' (~ Ifie w:ikJr>2 CS 

th: oily Sli'!Oje At rp,, (I Mrlor:al l'f!tallef' rneett Che siord:11th. 

• The internal str .xtu--e of a-,,,mini:.> ~1?JI be 1nclill t..,wri,rgs 
sha I be made of carr,a.s or sclution-cyed acrylic ft.hr c. 

• Awring!> may have letterinWicoilS on t'"!e valance onty 
• Awrings sh.all not be interna ly i!l1.imiratec'. b,J" 'T>;f'f oe 

1-gt-ted from abevt:: by S!lrooCed f.xtures ITIOl..riled to tt>e 
bu ldir1g, ..... an 

Design Standards fo,- Canopies 

• u.nopc5 shall be pemrtted to encrooct over· llie ~de¥.·al.:.. 
• Q.noptes sh.111 be perrntt.ec on any burldhg. begi1n ng 

at a hejl11t cf 8 feet a~ the !iidcwa k No portion of 

DESIGN STANDARDS -AWNINGS & CANOPIES 

tt-e awni11g SN l(l1op beov: a nctgl"t ef7 f!et above the 

$d!".·1alk. 
• Ca-x,p es shall be lfid,igu ,;r in ~rtJOl"l. Av.-;ngs may ha'~e 

S1Ce ~els. bu: shal rot hd-.-e a pil"lel en t--.c unders1ce 
• Canopies rn...7Y have l~teri·)!}''irnru, on tt-c vaJ;rice ontt 

&ttcrng "nil]' be applied to the~ cf canopies_ or mJy 

be pla::ed on top oftnecanopya1 t!. f"Oflt edge 
• Cc.nopies rn)Y no: be tnte-ral)'" ilium nated 
• Ci!llo~e$ ":tl'1 he m:d~ of canvas or !".Olutior-d),~ acryllC 

fabric 
• Ca-.opi~ sh.aJI be 1nade o"'wood.metal er ~l3S$. 
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~ b~ c/:a:/_1 C.ll~ 

~"'. ·~ ·or,d'top·rhf'l:iueh 
1!1euseo(tnrT1atditrc,:'l(iei,"Cr$ 
end t,t cnor,V"R f,er:, tri'.x 10 

ctnerrrvl!fJ,;llS 

DE S IGN STANDARDS - WALLS 

Intent 

Buildings ak>ng :ne H Street Corridor shculd reflect their 
rT'i::;ortanc:e and perm.inence with walls. c f "nas,Q()(y or 

meta. Bric<. is the rrost pronl"'lent t:u ldi'lg rr.ater al n the 
area and its Lse w II ccf'tir.Je to sohd fy the chuacter cf the 
Corridor 

Mor-e rrodern materia s are pe~mi,;sible ,vKf ;r.,a~;;.ble, 2nd 
while brick w It continue to be the l""lOSt com"TIO'"l bl..ild ng 
wal mat.erial, V'e use ofadciton?I matenalscan assis: n 
creatng a memorab e uid umqLe strcctsc.ipe. 

=:::: D<;tnct orCo!umb~ Oflke of Plar nmg 

1W theHOKPlannlngGroop 

Standvds 

-~.,.-,--~- This bt.,,l;il'I£ ~ (I 

t,,;;ns.ti,:vi ~m 'bm#." to 
'?:<4-'- rl'lrot.!/1' th~ ~'Se 

o(::nm <»Ollf (I ~.-e.' JJII! 

The chorige F')rtl O ,a,iefy 
o{st:ire(ter)fm:Jf~I~ 
brid:iscom;s!ef1C'MttirJ,c 

i!~ 

All clr:vJ.tions vis.t:: e from tt-e pub i<: realm shal be des,gred 
as. "froms·· Buildings OC-:Upyl"lg comer lots have t>,,,.-o 

--rontages and shall treat both visit: e elevation!. w th e::iual 
attention 

Bank wall$ or bl1r,c facaces a~ ·)Ot perrr,ncd. 

Every bu'lding shal dcurly expre~~ a base, a body and a to?. 

Tran~1ons from base to body shal be made none of t'No 
,...,,ays: 

• Honzoota ly. through a :J-r"t 1n vertica pt.ne tO'Nard :he 
interior, or 

• ve~tkally. through a c...ange ir l::!.lilcirg matcnals or tte 
use cf trim along a 1e ... e1 line 

lransrtions from boc;; to top shal te made in o~ of t'NO 

.... ays 

• Hcrzontaly, tt,rougha sh ft n ..,·er·cal pane toward the 
exterior. Of" 

• Vertically. through a change in 00,lding m.:1terials. or the 

use of trim ilklng a level lir,e. 

'Nalls may be finished in brick. stucco. metiil or ight.Yeight 
concrete pane's. or arch.tcctura glw) panel~ '1ore tran 
one natedal may be used Transit,orh in wnl l""'\aten!ls rrust 

DESIGN STANDARDS · WALLS 

cco..r aolig a Iv sible sides {)( a lx,il=ling. a"ICI st>al a"',.~~ 
fcll::r,... a hor1zootal anc level I 11e 
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rt)( vi:,h .~ aJ b1.i1.~~P (I,-,: th: ~,.qJ:kri W,0"()(11,)rl ~ :t"IC ,oo,·,, ~ 
o~;:-:opriatr: m a o:im!:lll(:!M c( Z e,'M'll!r.~ o pa,a;:,ei \d ond ,:i dt~'O 

~co,1,....eotor"M.vthet:i:::iof~wal,,, 

At le/t c; W:»O ,:..-rw;:e 1$ ~ reo w ",:;:.-~ to 1k: ovcrlic.'f"ll '"'/'Jlt' 

o M:'.lld,1-~ brid<. ~t ptOl!ijl,i a 11m0•~ t;?...e\ni c~ >r re~ onor~,­
<otTl'riM w::od (OOIKC de(c;~. pa.n:ed w r--,o(t.{J l'x- ln'Tl. 

~~. !tlel10ffllf:.,r1heCc,rrli;cr. cM~tnebufc:lr,;:-..ol.i.p·~ 
tile bL'":fr:,g Ii f,rnh.-d 11,•tli <1 decorof;"" scff! det~., os sli,:,w, n-.e ~ of 
Crllsbulildinio!scp:f'Wltl'gt1Mn,,MIH'I.JOl':o:xil'llorlhf'.~~ 

lherJ::.1'11:~Q'l:mb~ 
rt~~ :hi! <zcrxw:1 ~ n,:n -lb: 
r«;f CQr.fw-''Ol/O~,s ill!' ueo un..~r 
ei'w.d:rle1sl.rld:r5Xl,.qvar.:fo;.....t.. 
p'ace::! to ~~ ,~ oome• o,,c:I 
nm enc,,... orr:1 ~-~1., r•"ecol. 

DESIGN STANDARDS. ROOFS, PARAPETS & CORNICES 

Intent 

HSl'ect h.ls genera·~com,:.rsed bu1dligs.\-.4'l, fat rcofs Soped 
roo~ ("h ps' ard gables) are ess prevalent and are resa-','t:'JO kx­
c.orru lccat1ons a.nd other r.pcc,~ p .:.ces a ong lhe COMdor The 
Desig, Gu dehre,$ ~~s flat roofs as tie dor-iina,t form for all 
bui di~g types. alk.iw-rig for othei- rod rctrns in 1iM1ted dose'i 

T~c 1-.... 0 addr'Jon.il elemerits of roofs en tlie H Street Corridor 
are~ parapet (a small wall ex:enc'ing abcve the rco.: pane) 
ilfl=i the rnrnice (a horizontal trim thdt u~,1.,~ projects tom the 

.,...ill wth omal'T"lef'ltation it or very near the top cf a bUI d ng) 

Parapcts have an a:1dit1ona.l U1,e - to t»de equ pment and reef 
prtjea ons fron street~e-.~I V't:,,v Com ice$ J-e pure!:,· dec:cra. 
tiv-e and ofl'er a rt-lef frcm t"le r~!-rved ar-::l-iitectJ~ eftlie rest 
of the buildng. The use of el11bor.J:e corn(es i'S.f:!f"l(OJ11ged a.sa 
refcrercc to the h ~one arc"litecture cf the C:l'Tidor 

:::: 0 1srnc:: of Co,um~ Off~~ o• P ann ng 

II: thcHOKPlarningGroup 

Design Standards for Roofs 

• Su,ld ng rocfs sha I be t1at 
• 0:'1Cf roo• shapes (hips, gab es, dor""ies) mil-Y bf! used on 

one portion of a bu.ld1ng. not :o t'Xl.t'e<l 300 ~11~re fef::t 
n plan 

• R.i.: roofs miry be constructed cf any materill (perrr t:ed 
by all appl cable building (ode~) ..... tli'e other roof shapes 
shall be frni5'1ed in metal Of natural slate ti es. 

• ~at roofs 5hal inc'ude a parapet .1bovc t..-.e roo• facing 
any fron: or side street ~fe· to Srmaa-ds for P:rcpm 

• ArPf cqJJ:>'l"lent paced 01 a bu ldhg roof ~ha I be 
screc.-.ed by pa1"apet w,1 ls o ~ ot-..er devices rm::lerirg :•-,e 
equbment invisible from the street 

• Roof:; extending De)'O--td the tx,il:1 ;g Wil I and an: high y 
visib e from below shall r ave a fi ,1i~d. decorative sofft. 

Roof cq¥,,mern fv rtlls bc.ttldfrt' ,s sc,eer,ed br o ,tle'fCl p,,,t;~ ~'fr~ 
@Xtencis otlOl'c !iK" (lot roof 0,,., pomp,!! also of.en o domerrs.OIO ele.·ne-r! 
{'c1 ,~.e ~ rOfJ m It p"""Qtt~I rext1re o~d ~~ 

P::,rapet: •NOWs. rt,.- honzontol comc:e~ '1o¥e o b:ol !-t.s1ory o( b,o,,nil Qt.Me 
~ea,;~ cwr; ~s sf,c.,; fod'I is~•~ on e,,,1,.n.kr.l MJi.' 
oocwe the ,ix,(' $1erw'IC i:o pn,.~ oac11:,o,ial :;h,:,,c:i~, to tf"! (cCOOe 

Design Standards for Parapets 

• Parapets 51ial be made of a" appro...ed wdl rr.?.ter1al and 
may be ~o,ered by an elaborated cornice o• a'l appr®ed 
material and coniguratio'"I Refer to Stold(l"ds for Coo,,ces. 

• P-..rape~ shall be a min1rr-om er 18'' h gh. mea~rcd from 
the highest pomt of the fmshed roo''. 

DESIGN STANDARDS. ROOFS. PARAFETI & CORNICES 

Corn:es o( \lOf,Wil w,r,p.'CXl(y 0,-., (tl,m ~,::oi:e c;,, odv.::wi:,e ~ col 
"ctio~ o(e!Jl,o .. ,gs. A c.om-:e p,~ w opp:;-rvr.r; re p'l'.lo'lde rr,tlnduol 
~ .-.'h.."e nx j!OpOtdz_,ng COJN5ter:i..-y III the ;)l'C#'rrect.Jld rorl""£t 

A,, elobo.'Olt ~ (.~ml(c, (~ ~ pwed µ! M!:w [lie bric, pow 
pee ....,, ,:,nd ;x:i~ttd ~ rrcrdi tnm dcrn:rr:S. 7he com•~ c, the rop of rtn 

mxed-us:e builcl:1 (atc.'C le:fg is m::n s.-,,~. ~.1i er ek,icn: ~cap" 

Design Standards for Comlce:s 

• Cerni<.~ sha I be made of bnck. stone. p--eca~l co'x:rctc 
wood a~ synthetic material (F-,pon or eq\Jal) 1·"1eent :o 
3DPeaf i~ wood 

• Cor'"lices shall be located at or very near tre top of :--.e 
tM..~d ng. 1n keep111i;: w,th locitl h,stoncal ,..ernacu ar. 
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