
November 21, 2005 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Members of the Board: 

I am a resident of ANC 3-D and I am writing about tomorrow afternoon's hearing at which the 
issue of the Lab School of Washington's enrollment and parking will be heard. 

Even though I am not the parent of a Lab School child, I know that it is a very special school. It 
has a long waiting list of special-needs children hoping to get in. 

I know that the school has problems with meeting parking regulations and is over-enrolled by 20 
students. I have also read some of the negative comments made by the ANC. Our request for the 
Board to give the school a fair and open hearing on the solutions the school has suggested. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
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Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO. 17383
EXHIBIT NO. 52



D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, N.W. 
Second Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Attn: Geoffrey Griffis, Chairman 

Re: D Support for The Lab School of Washington - BZA Application No. 17383 DD 

Dear Members of the Board: 
The purpose of this letter is to express my support for The Lab Schoolis application for a 
student and faculty/staff increase and to locate additional parking in the public space 
along Whitehaven Parkway. I believe that The Lab School is an important resource for 
the community and that it should be encouraged to provide learning disabled students the 
individual attention that is so important to their education. 

As a homeowner in the vicinity of The Lab Schooi I fully support the proposed 
application. I believe that the proposed student and faculty/staff increase and the parking 
spaces will not adversely affect the neighboring community and I feel confident that the 
school will be conscientious and considerate neighbor and will work to resolve any 
concerns of the neighboring property owners. 

For these reasons, I support The Lab School's application to the BZA and I hope that you 
approve Application No. 17383. 

Respectfully, 
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D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, N.W. 
Second Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Attn: Geoffrey Griffis, Chairman 

Re:• Support for The Lab School ofWashington-BZA Application No. 1738300 

Dear Members of the Board: 
The purpose of this letter is to express my support for The Lab Schoolis application for a 
student and faculty/staff increase and to locate additional parking in the public space 
along Whitehaven Parkway. I believe that The Lab School is an important resource for 
the community and that it should be encouraged to provide learning disabled students the 
individual attention that is so important to their education. 

As a homeowner in the vicinity of The Lab School, I fully support the proposed 
application. I believe that the proposed student and faculty/staff increase and the parking 
spaces will not adversely affect the neighboring community and I feel confident that the 
school will be conscientious and considerate neighbor and will work to resolve any 
concerns of the neighboring property owners. 

For these reasons, I support The Lab School's application to the BZA and I hope that you 
approve Application No. 17383. 

Respectfully, 
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November 21, 2005 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Members of the Board: 

I am a resident of ANC 3-D and I am writing about tomorrow afternoon's hearing at which the 
issue of the Lab School of Washington's enrollment and parking will be heard. 

Even though I am not the parent of a Lab School child, I know that it is a very special school. It 
has a long waiting list of special-needs children hoping to get in. 

I know that the school has problems with meeting parking regulations and is over-enrolled by 20 
students. I have also read some of the negative comments made by the ANC. Our request for the 
Board to give the school a fair and open hearing on the solutions the school has suggested. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
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D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, N.W. 
Second Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Attn: Geoffrey Griffis, Chairman 

Re: D Support for The Lab School of Washington - BZA Application No. 17383 DD 

Dear Members of the Board: 
The purpose of this letter is to express my support for The Lab Schoolis application for a 
student and faculty/staff increase and to locate additional parking in the public space 
along Whitehaven Parkway. I believe that The Lab School is an important resource for 
the community and that it should be encouraged to provide learning disabled students the 
individual attention that is so important to their education. 

As a homeowner in the vicinity of The Lab School, I fully support the proposed 
application. I believe that the proposed student and faculty/staff increase and the parking 
spaces will not adversely affect the neighboring community and I feel confident that the 
school will be conscientious and considerate neighbor and will work to resolve any 
concerns of the neighboring property owners. 

For these reasons, I support The Lab School's application to the BZA and I hope that you 
approve Application No. 17383. 

Respectfully, 



November 21, 2005 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Members of the Board: 

Patricia Burke and Don Patch 
5044 Fulton Street NW 
Washington DC 20016 

We are residents of ANC 3-D and are writing in advance of tomorrow afternoon's hearing at 
which the issue of the Lab School of Washington's enrollment and parking will be heard. We 
must also admit to being the parents of a child who attends the Lab School. While this may affect 
our opinions, it does not change the facts about this school. 

The Lab School is not merely a "private" school, it is unique in the kind of individualized 
education it provides to children with learning disabilities, as well as in its outreach to adults who 
need to learn English as a second language. It has kids of every race and income from all over 
DC; and it has to raise funds to cover expenses, which include scholarships to kids from low­
income families. It has a lengthy waiting list for annual enrollments, with parents praying to have 
their child accepted. The school is at full capacity and has neither the space nor the intent to grow 
further. 

We are aware that the school is out of compliance with parking regulations and has 20 students 
over its intended capacity. Notwithstanding, we were appalled to see it called a "poster child for 
noncompliance" and described as 'using the ANC to wash its dirty hands'. The Lab School is a 
poster child: for caring and effective education. 

All we are asking is for the Board to h&f this case on its merits and to give every consideration to 
the School's proposed solutions to its problems. If there was ever a school that deserved a fair 
hearing from the BZA, this is the one 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Burke and Don Patch 
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November 21, 2005 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Members of the Board: 

I am a resident of ANC 3-D and I am writing about tomorrow afternoon's hearing at which the 
issue of the Lab School of Washington's enrollment and parking will be heard. 

Even though I am not the parent of a Lab School child, I know that it is a very special school. It 
has a long waiting list of special-needs children hoping to get in. 

I know that the school has problems with meeting parking regulations and is over-enrolled by 20 
students. I have also read some of the negative comments made by the ANC. Our request for the 
Board to give the school a fair and open hearing on the solutions the school has suggested. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
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November 21, 2005 

Sally Smith 
Director and Founder 
Lab School of Washington 
4759 Reservoir Road NW 
Washington DC 20007 

Re: Support of Lab School Zoning Request for Parking 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

I wanted to let you know of my support for the Lab School request for anfled parking on 
Whitehaven Parkway. I live in the Palisades and have a son who is in 1 ot grade at the 
Lab School of Washington. 

I moved to the Palisades because of its proximity to the Lab School of Washington. My 
son is severely dyslexic and the Lab School is the only school that could provide the 
environment and curriculum that meets his educational needs. My son receives small 
classroom instruction, as well as, speech and language therapy, occupational therapy and 
psychological therapy at the Lab School. I know this requires additional staff to provide 
this type of support. Your request for the additional angled parking is a reasonable 
approach to solving the parking problem. 

I was dismayed to hear of the ANC objection to the Lab School request. The Lab School 
has been a good community citizen. It has actively supported the local community and 
environmental efforts. It is very disappointing that the ANC does not recognize the value 
of the Lab School. The Lab School of Washington makes a major contribution to the 
Washington DC metro area by serving adults and children with learning disabilities. The 
ANC leaders should actively support a practical solution that allows the Lab School to 
continue to provide the necessary support to the Leaming Disabled community of 
Washington DC. 

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance. 

Sincerely 

//signed/I 

Kathleen T Koerner 
5529 Sherier Place NW 
Washington DC 20016 



November 21, 2005 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Members of the Board: 

I am a resident of ANC 3-D and I am writing about tomorrow afternoon's hearing at which the 
issue of the Lab School of Washington's enrollment and parking will be heard. 

Even though I am not the parent of a Lab School child, I know that it is a very special school. It 
has a long waiting list of special-needs children hoping to get in. 

I know that the school has problems with meeting parking regulations and is over-enrolled by 20 
students. I have also read some of the negative comments made by the ANC. Our request for the 
Board to give the school a fair and open hearing on the solutions the school has suggested. 

Thank you for your consideration, 


