
July 5, 2005 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
One Judiciary Square 
441 - 4th Street, NW, Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 
RE: Case #17342 [Application of Aidan Montessori School} 

Dear Members of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 

I understand that you are receiving comments on the application of Aidan Montessori School to limit 
its maximum enrollment to 180 in accordance with the Agreement it signed with the Woodley Park 
Community Association and the Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC3C) June 16, 1995. Under 
that agreement Aidan Montessori School was to have come before this Board within 36 months, 

As a 30+ year resident of Woodley Park, living within one block of the school (and originally a 
supporter of the school's presence in our neighborhood), I am relieved that Aidan is fulfilling its 
agreed obligation, albeit seven years past the agreed deadline. 

Aidan Montessori School came to Woodley Park in 1995 after its efforts to increase enrollment in 
another NW Washington residential neighborhood ended with a Board of Zoning Appeals ruling that 
the school's expanded operations there would have negative impacts-from noise and traffic, among 
other problems--on residential uses. Our own experiences with traffic problems (which the school has 
attempted--but failed--to limit or control) on our quiet, narrow neighborhood side street has 
confirmed the concerns that earlier BZA decision addressed. 

When Aidan Montessori School sought to move into our neighborhood, we already were home to two 
well established and highly regarded schools-one public, the other independent-for children from 
kindergarten through grade school: Oyster Elementary and the Maret School. We did not seek an 
additional school; we sought a good neighbor for Woodley Park. 

We are a very vulnerable close-in residential neighborhood, stressed to the limit by city and commuter 
traffic, as well as competition for parking generated by two large neighborhood hotels and their 
convention/special functions. Our present system of one-way streets (including 27th Street, NW, where 
Aidan Montessori School is located) is a testament to our long-term, sometimes successful efforts to 
protect our residential side streets from further negative impacts of traffic and noise. 

To that end-and undoubtedly aware of issues raised and conflicts caused by Aidan Montessori 
School's failed attempt to expand in another residential neighborhood-our Community Association 
and ANC3C addressed community needs by setting a limit of 180 students on Aidan Montessori's 
enrollment as a condition of its presence in Woodley Park. 

Now that Aidan Montessori School is, at last, appearing before this Board, I urge the Board of Zoning 
Adjustments to grant a variance to Aidan Montessori School that will limit its enrollment to 180 
students. In its 1995 contract with our neighborhood, Aidan Montessori School further agreed that 

The covenants and restrictions contained herein shall be construed as real covenants and 
shall run with the land and shall bind the parties hereto, their successors, heirs, executors, 
administrators and assigns. [AGREEMENT, Sec. 11] V 

Your consideration of this case and your confirmation of the 10-year old agreement that allowed 
Aidan Montessori School to become a part of our residential neighborhood will confirm the basis of a 
viable neighborhood relationship of benefit to us all. 

Sincerely, 

N'!:!,~;j.£'~ 
2800 Woodley Road, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 
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