
1739 N Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036 

Telephone (202) 785-1277 

Fax (202) 785-6173 

February 15, 2006 

Geoffrey Griffis, Chairman 
District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 Fourth Street, Second Floor BOARD Of ZONING AOJUSTMEN:r 
Washington, DC 20001 Dlalalul.)f Cltatia 

Re: BZA Case No. 17737 CMIPM> / J.J -1 7 
l!if IIIQ. 5(} Dear Geoffrey Griffis, 

The Office of Planning seriously erred when it recommended a Special Exception for N Street 
Follies proposed hotel. See article from February } 5\ 2006 Northwest Current below. 

THI: CURRENT 
- ... 

lf?ldtJS c~t,nge,1wpu.ht~e,:eal NSt~etif olly, 
: · . ·,1:.·.,, '· •.,_. .,. 

VIEW~OINT 
JEREMIAH·COHEN , · 

· ... A ·t=:~: ~fs7::!:o'fit~~~J;;~a;:i;ill\' 
·~the 170Q.block of N S~t,D.C. Office of · 

• Planning stafferTravis Parker made•several admissions 
apoµttlling~Jhe office faile.dJo c;onsider in deciding to 
giveits p;u-tial support. .,,; ,,, . 
, U~der,cross~xaiµination by.Richard Nett}er, our. 

zoning attorney.Mr. Parkeradmitt~ that~e Qfflce of 
Pl~g: :P:\. · ·. ' ',' ; -, : • ··.· ' 
• made.the.assumption that:Tabard Inn's light and air 
'Yould110! be bl~ktidby the structure. ,, . •,~ s .. 
• di<l not c;onsi4tlr, Section 1501A (e ): of the :i:oning reg­
ulatioµs "w)lich says that the pµrpose of the I>upont 
Circle-Overlay District shall be "to preserve areas -
plannecl,as open garclens and l:iaclcyards apd protect the 
hght, air and privacy they provide,'.' .. -

· • dicl not consider either .the impact of additional serv­
ice trucks on the alley or the fact that N Street Follies 
wou_ldbeclqubling the traffic into the l,llley, which is 
8.S f~twide at its narrowestapd not wideenoughfor 
a fire truc:kJo fit, ~ough. -
• was not aware of anywhere else in the city where 

, there are. three botels on a single bloqk, ,· 
':\;"#;fSllil5,_are,seri9us oversi~ts. · 
,':;~&;~~QP,~12.4 of the zoning c,ode stipulates that a 

':~s~ijb~XR!iptioIJ for a hotel is permissible only ifit- . 
.-'oqmmq(µaye an adverse impact on neighboring props 

¢riy?tth!';i[aqt i§ ,thatthis .pn;,jectwould cut off substan, , 
• ti~;ijgl;\t;and ajr to the Tabard Inn garden, both of its 
'dliijtig rooms an.d nearly half of its hotel room~. 

As Mr. Bender testified at the zoning board's Jan; 
24 hearing, "Sunlight and air are vital to any botel." 
Unfortunately; he was referring only to his llotd ~d 
not the Tabard Inn. 

Contrary to the spirit of the Dupont overlay, this 
project would ~h and/or destroy rare histori_c gar­
dens at Tabard Inn and an' adjacent property. Both are -
clearly assets to Washington, D.C. 

Section 512.10.oftheregulations says that a special 
exception for a hotel is permissible only if it does not 
lead to dangerous or other objectionable traffic condi­
tions:. The'N Street alley already, is a traffic nightmare, 
And N Street Follies · wants to nearly double. the traffic 
into it? And the Office of Planning approves? 

Section 512.5 requires _the balance ofresidential, 
office and hotel or inn uses in a. special-purpose zone. 
Historic N Street already has the '100°room Topaz and 
40°room Tabard Inno It has no residential properties . .In 
fact, N Street has no residential because N Street 
Follies . - Jed by real estate mogul Morton Bender -
spent 10 years evicting all of the residents from 1753-
1755 N St.to fonn his assemblage, It was the only 
apartment building on the block. ._ 

My family has owned and operated the Tabard Inn· 
for 30 years and expects to contimie to do so for the 
next 30 years. We are proud of our bu~iness and proud 
of the Dupont Circle Historic District in wh;..cl:).we 
operate. ,: :;;_;;· . ; 

We wantto see the reuse of the vacant properties on 
N Street, anq we ·believe we are closer to that goal than 
ever. However, this is not the right plan for multiple 
reasons and should not be granted a special exception 

, by the zoning board. · 
Jeremiah Cohen is an owner of the Tabard Irin. 
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