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Mays, 200s 

Board of Zoning Adjuatmeut 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street N.W. 
Suhe 210 South 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Attention: Jarily ll Ktas, Din:ctor 

Sabj•: Application Nambcr #1 n1, 
Square 153, Lot ICM 

KJRPHV 

Rear additlenl to pftlllilel at 1723 .... Place. N.W. 

We arc writing to mq>rc11 our opposition to the applieation of'MI:. William McKeever, 
~ to 11 DC.MR 3104.1, fiJc a aptrial exception to allow• rear addition to an 
'Uisting ugle-family row dwelling under section 223,. not meeting the side yard (section 
405) and court (section 406) requirement• in the DC/R.-S-B Disttict at premi~ 
1123 Risss "P18CC\ 'N.W. (Square 1 S3, Lot 104). 

In addition to specifically tactical concerns. we are opposed to Mr. McKeever's 
c,s:pan,ion plana because they would destroy tba original and historic outline of Mr. 
~,s home, ml set a pr:ecedem for other bomeowners to do the same. Mc. 
Mc.K.eever's home, at 1723 Rigs Place, is one of ten adjouiing homes that are orisiJw in 
their ftont and Rlllt" exterior designs. These homes~ designed and built in 1893-95 by 
. Thomas Franklin Schneider, the tuned Wuhington architect of the p~ who also 
desisned and built the Cairo and Iowa condominium buildings, among other beautiful 
buildings. It is our strongly held belief that both of Mr. McK.eever'a proposed additions 
would darnag~ the fuotprint aJld arcbitecturaJ integrity of the entire row of homes on the 
north side of the 1700 block of Riggs place - now. one of the lovel.iest bloclcs in the 
Distric;t 

Mr. McKeever purdiued the home from us in Novanber 2004 when we moved down 
the block to 1731. He was aware of the bistori,cal mdlitectw:al significance of the house 
- aod the block- at that time. Indeed on the day of settlem~ Mr. McKeevct' bad a 
represeotative at the house to RM.CW' and d~ the historical fa91do of the .bou~ ao 
that ha could iuunediate1y make a claim for a tax benefit. Now that he bas received th.tit 
benefit. we find it insincere that be is ,celrins to chaugo the arcbitec.;tural integrity of the 
home and detrimentally .tfea the integrity of the block and the surt<"mcting homes. Had 
we known ofMr. McKceva'1 intent, we would have OCVCf sold him our home and 
allowed him to threaten tho architecrura1 integrity aud hiatorical significance of this 
unique neighborhood. 
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As many of our neighbors have noted. in 1995, to celebrate the 100111 anniversary of these 
bomes, the Hisrorical Society of Wahington gave residcuta of the 1700 block of Riggs 
Plac,c a leotu.re about the block. Historical Society n,presentativea eK()lained the 
significance of the block and its architecture. including the row often adjoin'1g homes. 
Indeed the blodt wa, profiled in the W'1$hington Post as a tribute to Mt. Schneider, tbe 
rcsideots of the block 811d the city. Making 1111 exterior changes to Mr. Mdeeeva-'s 
home - itont or Ieat -'WOUid compromise the integrity of his home and those of his 
neighbors., aod then,by damage the historical s.ignificance of this block for future 
generations. 

We arc also opposed to had1 o(tbe proposed varianc:;es for reasons .reJated to how we u 
neighbors would be harmed. The third floor addition would deprive the surrotntdiJJa 
residences of air and light areas and set a dmp:rous precedent tbr expansion into an 
already COIJ8C'tal area of alleyway. In addition, we also fear this would have an adverse 
impact OD security in the alley. 

Regarding the expansion of his home ov« the "'dog log' area to increase his kitchen 
space by app(QXimately twenty square feet- we an: concemcd that it too would clamage 
the very nrchitectura1 intcsritY of this diatinctive row ofho~ the iiont and nm 
earteriors of which :residents for the past 11 O years have managed to maintain according to 
the ~ect'1 original design. 

This is more than a block-thia ii a community of neighbors who haw lived togdha- and 
maintained tbm homes with the utmost respect for the historical heritase that 'they 
cepcescut. Mr. MclCeevec' s knowledge of the historical aipificuice of• home end the 
block, coupled with the strong - almost UDalWllOU$ - opposition from tho surr()UDdi03 · 
neighbors stroDgly indicates that his application should be dfllied. .As iLlch. we 
respc,ctfWJy request that yoa aot app,m,e Mr. McKeem-'1 applieatioa (#17319) fw a 
special euq,tia.a to allow ..... addidou to llil cmtiac 1ia&le--f~ row chvelliag. 

It i& our intent to boat the hearing nm week- to n,preaeot ounelvea and our neighbors­
and we would be happy to address any questions from you at that time. 

Robe.rt T. Murphy 
Frederick W. Steckler 
1731 Rigg, Pb&Gc; N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
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•Where JJ'e Live 

_At Riggs Place, 
Residents Savor 
100-Year HistQiy 

· Poe IN 181t Uiree moatbl, reaidenta ol the 1700 block : 
of RiaP Plac.e NW in the .Diltrict have splled into the qai.-

. .et W. of the Mar& Luther I<mg Llnry, .POrina Oftl" · 
maps and. lrnd and census recorda to re.create their . 
block'11oci1hnd ardlitectunl paal, · - ,' 
. 11tefr efforts culminated this month in I two-hour tear · 
ol their one-blQci strip of 21 row hoaea near Dupant Cir- . -
de, a IJOYe deaianed to celebrate the neipbocbooll'a . 
·tOOlh blrtbdaJ. . 
; -We mew tbe block'• ceoteonlll waa ccmin1 up and we · 
..aled. to do something as a neighborhood to celibr&te it.•. 
-aakl reaideGt Met Roaeosack1 who hu Md on the 1700 
:block of Rias Place for seven years. "'ll'1 amuiu, 1IOW 
•JD\ICb you can find a.t about JCM' neighborhood jut bJ do-
. iii a little diuia1, and lllOlt of 111 here were ran, eatbu-
:-Utic about the project," . 
, Relidenta contacted the D.C. Hiatarical Society of - ttw•u.--MtiJII :aouoet 
Waahlqton. where Roggensack and her huband, Mike R thll'latltlle 1700WNkCIIRIIPPIIN .. , ...... ...., .......... ,. ........... 1,e1p_. 
Janik. n memben. Topth,:r, they rounded up architect othlflNwork ..__ ..... IIINk • ,...t pllHtoln,• ..,. • ...,..., • ~INlllt • lna4ftlle _..ty 1170.. 
.TOil Stohlman, a bNr'll member ol the l&todcaJ Society 
·Who hal beeo ilyohecf m teltonUoa prqectl Ja the Dit- lnp·• tlae Dl.triet, M well D tbf 160.foot-tlll Cairo Hof.el 
trlct, and tonner Rial Place rtaidmt Man Cheabllt. on Q Stteet NW, wbld& taar ii , fvtiooeble cuadomW­
.who JeMll'cbed and wrote a apo1a liator, ot Du,iont ar- um. 
de • bet muter'• tbelia. · • Arm&teclcualy, RJaa Place II a ver, coheliYe block,• 

Ther pooled their findilt,a and the hiatory tt,ey dilco¥- Stohlman 111d. •Am Jet. wBi1e moet fi ~ bcnel wen: de-
erecl MOUi their emal, tidy block boaniW by Ne1r Hamp- aiped by the IIIINI ma, tllere Ire .... dift'IRGCN here 
ihke Aveooe ud 18th.Sand R atreeta came as I IUl')llile aod there that-mue e.acb bolJN unlqae in ill own.,,.,_-
to DlOlt, lllicl resident Judy Morria, wbo bu bed ao Riga MOil of~ boaael on the north llae ol Rfaa Place ue 
Place -.e the etrly 19708. . · . \ult with dart red llcXle IOd have aarhle or brawn atone 
: Up IIDlll the late 19th century, moat of the Dupont ar- trim. . 
de · ma, includia1 tbe 1700 bk,ck of Rigp Place, wu . But. that la ~e lhe ahnilarity ends 111d where each 
countrylide with a few iDdultriel, pmar1y-~ . hoaae hqlna to &play ~latlactiYe tnita that reftect 
~ aprWded arotDl. Sdmeider'a arcbitectnnl qulrb; Then are hcmiea that 
: · Then In the late 18909 a prcminent W~ archi- ·11ne Rcinae.qae chaldedatlca, ad • roi.al-acW, 
tect, T. Prankln Sdmeider, llomed In on Riua Pface and wiildow1, but tblt allo have Victoria elenlenta, 11d 11 
deslped 13 bauae1 oo the block. Scbnelder la. credited orMle ieatlnl on the facades, Stollbnan utd. 
,nth bu1lditl nearly 1,000 laomet _and 20 apartnaent IMJild.. 1\e prices of tbe holaee on Rlaa Place nn,e from 
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Robect T Murjby 
F,edirickW.&Wd.-
1731~.Plp.NW 
WlfmDll,o,J, DC~ . 
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To: Beverly Bailey 

Board of Zoning Ailjustmmt 
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Fran: Robert T M1Jll)hy Data: 5/6/'J!JOS 

Ar. Opposition to Application# 17319 

CC: 

• ForRIMlw 
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11:-Af ~#17319.. The pubic heiring an this ma111tls9Ched&adtbrT...-tay. I~ 

,,., .... nlCIIMCU~plartotheheatng. 

Pllalec:od:dmeat202A62.a3wlh myqU81110na. Tlw1kyou. 
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