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May 5, 2005

Board of Zoning Adjustment
Office of Zoning

441 4" Street, N.W.

Suite 210 South
Washington, D.C. 20001

Attention:  Jemmily R. Kress, Director

Subject: Application Number #17319
Square 153, Lot 104
Rear additions to premises at 1723 Riggs Place, N.W.

We arc writing to express our opposition to the application of Mr. William McKeever,
pursuant to 11 DCMR 3104.1, for a special exception to allow a rear addition to an
existing single-family row dwelling under section 223, not meeting the side yard (section
405) and court (section 406) requirements in the DC/R-5-B District at premises

1723 Riggs Place, N.-W. (Square 153, Lot 104).

Inadd:tlonmspecxﬁally tactical concerns, we are opposed to Mr. McKeever’s

expansion plans because they would destroy the original and historic outline of Mr.
Mcl(eevm‘shome and set a precedent for other bomeowners ta do the same. Mr.
McKeever’s home, at 1723 Riggs Place, is one of ten adjoining homes that are original in
their front and rear exterior designs. These homes were designed and built in 1893-95 by
.Thomas Franklin Schneider, the famed Washington architect of the period, who also
designed and built the Cairo and Iowa condominium buildings, among other beautiful
buildings. It is our strongly held belief that both of Mr. McKeever’s proposed additions
would damage the footprint and architectura] integrity of the entire row of homes on the
north side of the 1700 block of Riggs place — now, one of the loveliest blocks in the
District.

Mr. McKeever purchased the home from us in November 2004 when we moved down
the block to 1731. He was aware of the historical architectural sigpificance of the house
~ and the block — at that time. Indeed on the day of settlement, Mr. McKeever had a
reprosentative at the house to review and document the historical fagade of the house so
that he could immediately make a claim for a tax benefit. Now that he has received that
benefit, we find it insincere that he is seeking to change the architectural integrity of the
home and detrimentally affect the integrity of the block and the surrounding homes. Had
we known of Mr. McKeever's intent, we would bave pever sold him our home and
allowed him to threaten the architecrural integrity and historical significance of this
unique neighborhood.
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As many of our neighbors have noted, in 1995, to celebrate the 100™ anniversary of these
homes, the Historical Society of Washington gave residents of the 1700 block of Riggs
Place & lecture about the block. Historical Society representatives explained the
significance of the block and its architecture, including the row of ten adjoining homes.
Indeed the block was profiled in the Washington Post as a tribute to Mr. Schaeider, the
residents of the block and the city. Making agy exterior changes to Mr. McKeever’s
home — front or rear — would compromise the integyity of his home and those of his
neighbors, and thereby damage the historical significance of this block for future

generations.

We are also opposed to both of the proposed variances for reasons refated to how we as
neighbors would be harmed. The third floor addition would deprive the surrounding
residences of air and light areas and set a dangerous precedent for expansion into an
already congested area of alleyway. In addition, we also fear this would bave an adverse
impact on security in the alley.

Regarding the expansion of his home over the “dog leg” area to increase his kitchen
space by approximately twenty square feet — we are concerned that it too would damage
the very architectural integrity of this distinctive row of bomes, the front and rear

exteriors of which residents for the past 110 years have managed to maintain according to
the architect’s original design.

This is more than 2 block — this is a community of neighbors who have lived together and
maintained their homes with the utmost respect for the historical heritage that they
represent. My. McKeever’s knowledge of the historical significance of the home and the
block, coupled with the strong — almost unanimous ~ opposition from the surrounding -
neighbors strongly indicates that his application should be demied. As such, we
respectfully request that you not approve Mr. McKecver’s application (#17319) for a
special exception to allow rear additions to his cxisting single-family row dwelling.

It is our intent to be at the hearing next week — to represent ourselves and our neighbors —
andwewouldbehappytoaddmsanyquesnonsfromyouattbatume

Sincerel

Fod

Robert T. Murphy
Frederick W. Steckler
1731 Riggs Place, N.-W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
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At nggs Place,

Residents Savor

100-Year History

By Angela E. Couloumbis
Wasingion Pust Stali Wirttes

. For foe et Bt meitls, yesilinte of the 1700 Bhack -

of Riggs Place NW in the District have spilled into the qui-

et balls of the Martin Luther King Library, poring over -
maps and land and cenaus records to re-create their .

block’s social and architectural past.
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: Theirdfomculmmated&mmon&nuwo-hww'-
of their one-block strip of 21 row houses near Dupont Cir- - @

cle, 2 move designed to celebrate the neighborhood’s §

upand we -
wanted to do something as a neighborhood to celebrate it,”.

'100th birthday.
+ “We knew the block's centennial was coming

'8aid resident Meg Roggensack, who has lived on the 1700
block of Riggs Place for seven years, “It's amazing how
-much you can find out about your neighborhood just by do-

'nubttledxggmg.uﬂmoatotmbuewerexunyem

‘siastic about the project.”
. Residents contacted the D.C. Historical Sodety of

to most, said resident Judy Morris, who has lived on Riggs
Phce:heetheurl 1970s. . -
Upmﬂﬁnhtelmhcenmy,mtofthebmulﬁr-
cle area, including the 1700 block of Riggs Place, was
mmm-mm:uiu.mdymmwm

es, sprinkled around.

'l'henhthelaee 1890s a prominent Washington archi-
tect, T. Franklin Schneider, homed In on Riggs Place and
designed 13 houses op the block, Schoeider is credited
with building nearly 1,000 homes and 20 apartment build-

TV}

Resddents of the uoounudmﬂm-mm mwm monhowueh-&uﬂmm

Am—mmm

MﬂMWhMWMlmtmuM'mmm a resident since the serly 1870,

ings in the District, as well 23 the 160-foot-tall Cairo Hotel
momnw,mmnamxemm

“Architecturally, Riggs Place s a very cobesive block,”
man,
there that make each bouse unique in its own way.”
Most of the houses on the north side of Riggs Place are
with dark red stone and have marble or brown stone

ut that is where the similarity ends and where each
use begins to display distinctive traits that reflect

' M.mmmmmmmm

‘bave Romanesque characteristics, such as round-arched \
windows, but that also have Victorian elements, such 28
oru!efeattmm the facades, Stohiman said,

The prices of the houses on Riggs Place range from

$150,000 to $250,000, to information provided
b LuSkTTRW Reck, 8 el soate ifoation scvice. B

See RIGGS PLACE, Ef, Col. 1 I
N f [ ] U 1
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Robert T Musghy
Fredeick W. Steckler
1731 Riggs Pljoe, NW
Washinglon, 19C 20009

AL .
To: Beverly Bailey Fax: 202.727.6072 s - B P ;“,
= .0
Board of Zoning Adjustment -
O @
From: Robert T Murphy Date: 5/6/2005

Re:  Opposition to Application # 17319  Pages: b/(inctuchna cover page)

Please contact me at 202.462.9883 with any questions. Thank you.
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