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Board of Zoning Adjustment
Office of Zoning -
441 4 Street, N.W.,

Suite 210 South
Washington, D.C. 20001

25 % W9

Attention:  Jerrily R. Kress, Director

Subject: Application Number #17319
Square 153, Lot 104
Rear additions to premises at 1723 Riggs Place, N.W.

We are writing to express our opposition to the apphcatzon of Mr. William McKeever,
pursuant to 11 DCMR 3104.1, for a special exception to allow a rear addition to an
existing single-family row dwelling under section 223, not meeting the side yard (section
405) and court (section 406) requirements in the DC/R-5-B District at premises

1723 Riggs Place, N.-W. (Square 153, Lot 104).

In addition to specifically tactical concems, we are opposed to Mr. McKeever’s
expansion plans because they would destroy the original and historic outline of Mr.
McKeever’s home, and set a precedent for other homeowners to do the same. Mr.
McKeever’s home, at 1723 Riggs Place, is one of ten adjoining homes that are original in
their front and rear exterior designs. These homes were designed and built in 1893-95 by
_Thomas Franklin Schneider, the famed Washington architect of the period, who also
designed and built the Cairo and Iowa condominium buildings, among other beautiful
buildings. It is our strongly held belief that both of Mr. McKeever’s proposed additions
would damage the footprint and architectural integrity of the entire row of homes on the
north side of the 1700 block of Riggs place — now, one of the loveliest blocks in the
District.

Mr. McKeever purchased the home from us in November 2004 when we moved down
the block to 1731. He was aware of the historical architectural significance of the house
~ and the block — at thai time. Indeed on the day of settlement, Mr. McKeever had &
representative at the house to review and document the historical fagade of the house so
that he could immediately make a claim for a tax benefit. Now that he has received that
benefit, we find it insincere that he is seeking to change the architectural integrity of the
bome and detrimentally affect the integrity of the block and the surrounding homes. Had
we known of Mr. McKeever’s intent, we would have never sold him our home and
allowed him to threaten the architectural integrity and historical significance of this

unique neighborhood. .
BLA ) Board of Zoning Adjustment

District of Columbia

CaseNo. /7 3/ 7 ol
ExhibitNo. 2 G



35/86/2085 07:20 2023863987 MURPHY PAGE 83/85

As many of our neighbors have noted, in 1995, to celebrate the 100® anniversary of these
homes, the Historical Society of Washington gave residents of the 1700 block of Riggs
Place a lecture about the block. Historical Society representatives explained the
significance of the block and its architecture, including the row of ten adjoining homes.
Indeed the block was profiled in the Washington Post as a tribute to Mr. Schoeider, the
residents of the block and the city. Making any exterior changes to Mr. McKeever's
home — front or rear — would compromise the integrity of his home and those of his
peighbors, and thereby damage the historical significance of this block for future
genegations.

We are also opposed to bath of the proposed variances for reasons related to how we as
neighbors would be harmed. The third floor addition would deprive the surrounding
residences of air and light areas and set a dangerous precedent for expansion into an
atready congested area of alleyway. In addition, we also fear this would bave an adverse
impact on security in the alley.

Regarding the expansion of his home over the “dog leg™ area to increase his kitchen
space by approximately twenty square fest — we are concerned that it too would damage
the very architectural integrity of this distinctive row of homes, the front and reat
exteriors of which residents for the past 110 years have managed to maintain according to
the architect’s original design.

This is more than a block — this is 8 community of neighbors who have lived together and
" paintained their homes with the utmost respect for the historical heritage that they
represent. Mr. McKeever’s knowledge of the historical significance of the home and the
block, coupled with the strong — almost uoanimous — opposition from the surrounding -
neighbors strongly indicates that his application should be denied. As such, we
respectfully request that you not approve Mr. McKeever’s application (#17319) for a
special exception to allow rear additions to his existing single-family row dwelling.

It is our intent to be at the hearing next week — to represent ourselves and our neighbors —
and we would be happy to address any questions from you at that time.

Stncerel

Lol

Robert T. Murphy
Frederick W. Steckler
1731 Riggs Place, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20009
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At Riggs Place,

Residents Savor

1 OO-Year History

By Angela E, Couloumbis
" Visshingtoo Post $tati Wrter

[

" For the last thres months, residents of the 1700 block - [YBEHR

of Riggs Place NW in the District have spilled into the qui-

- et halls of the Martin Luther King Library, poring over -
maps and land and census records to re-create their .

block’s social and architectural past, -

" Their efforts culminated this month in a two-hour tour - [CERERS

of their one-block strip of 21 row houses near Dupent Cir- -
cle, 2 move designed lo celebrate the neighborhood’s @

"100th birthday.

. “We knew the block's centennial was coming up and we - | :

wanted to do something as 2 to celebrate it,”
said resident Meg Rogg who has lived on the 1700
block of Riggs Place for seven years, “It’'s amazing how
-much you can find out about your neighborhood just by do-

‘inpiuledigmmd@oetof\nhmmmw

‘siastic about the project. )
: Residents contacted the D.C. Histarical Society of
Washington, where Roggensack and her husband, Mike
Janik, are members. Together, th:‘y rounded wp architect
.Tom Stohiman, a board member of the Historical Society
-who has been involved in restorstion projects in the Dis-
trict, and former Riggs Place resident Mara Cherkasky,
.who ressarched and wrote a spoken histozy of Dupont Cir-
mast ’

Place since the early 1970s, .
- Up until the late 19th century, most of the Dupont Cir-
cle area, including the 1700 block of Riggs Place, was

es,

. Then in the fate 1890s a prominent Washington archi-
tect, T. Franklin Schneider, homed in on Riggs Place and
designed 13 houses on the block. Schoeider Is credited
with buikding nearly 1,000 homes and 20 apartment build-

countryside with a few industries, primarily slaughtechous- .
[ around.
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Residents of the 1700 block of Rigge Place enjoy the spring weather. “Netghbors know sach

'm:(lm and he!p sach

other and work togathar to make this block a great place to live,” says Sudy Morrls, @ resident sincs the sarly 1970s.

fngs in the District, as well as the 160-foot-tall Cairo Hotel
on Q Street NW, which today is a fashionable condomini-

um,
" "Architecturally, Riggs Place is a very cohesive block,”

Stohiman said, “And yet, while most of the homes were de-
signed by the same man, there dre small differences here
and there that make each house unique in its own way.”
Most of the houses on the north side of Riggs Place are
bg‘ltviﬂxdukredstmenﬂhvemﬂeorbmm

tom.
. But that is where the similarity ends and where each

house begine to display distinctive traits that reflect
Schneider’s architectural quirks. There are homes that
have Romanesque characteristics, such as round-arched «
windows, but that also have Viclorian elements, such as
ornate features on the facades, Stohlman said.

" The prices of the houses on Riggs Place range from

$150,000 Lo $250,000, according to information provided
by Lusk/TRW Redi, a real estate information service. Be-
cause most of the houses are about 100 years old, prices

vary depending on how well the structures have been pre-

gtructurea which were more affordable,” Roggensack said.
‘It was a middle-class neighborbood that attracted govern-
Bee RIGOS PLACE, B8, 0ol 1
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Robert T Murgry
Frederick W. $teckler
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To:  Beverly Bailey Fax: 202.727.6072
Board of Zoning Adjustment
From: Robert T Murphy Date: 5/6/2005
Re:  Opposition to Application # 17319  Pages: 5 (inchuding cover page)
CC:
[0 PlessaComment [ PleaseReply L] Please Recycle

to Application #17319. The public hearing on this matter is scheduled for Tuesday. | would

e if you would ensure that all necessary parties receive our letter prior to the hearing.

Please contact me at 202.462.9893 with any questions. Thank you.
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