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MayS, 200S 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
44141h Street, N.W. 
Suite ll O South 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Attention: Jenily .R.. ~ Director 

Subject: Application Number #17319 
Square 153, Lot UM 

MURPHY 

8-r additions to premises at 1723 Rigp Place, N. W. 

We are writing to express our opposition to the awlication of Mr. Wdliiun McK.ecver> 
pursuant to 11 DCMR 3104. l, for a special exception to allow a rear addition to an 
existing single-family row dwelling under section 223, not meeting the side yard (section 
405) and court (section 406) requirements in the DC/R.-S-B District at premisr;s 
1723 Riggs Place, N.W. (Square 153, Lot 104). 

In addition to specifically tactical concerns. we are opposed to Mr. Mcl(eever's 
~on plans because they would destroy the original and historic outline of Mr. 
McKeever's home, and set a precedent for other homeowners to do the same. Mr. 
McKeever's home, at 1723 Riggs Place, is one of ten adjoWog homes that are original in 
their front and rear exterior designs. These homes were designed and built in l 893-95 by 
. Thomas Franklin Schneider. the &med Washington architect of the perio'1s who also 
designed and built the Cairo and Iowa condominium buildings. 8.tl'lOng other beautiful 
buildings. It is our strongly held belief t.bat both ofMi. McKeever's proposed additions 
would damage the footprint and architectural integrity of the entire row of homes on the 
north side of the 1700 block of Riggs plaQe- now, one of the loveliest blocb in the 
District. 

Mr. McKeever purchased the home :from us in November 2004 when we moved down 
the block to 1731. He was aware of the histori.c:al architectural significance of the house 
- and the block- at tha1 time. Indeed on the day of settlement, Mr. McKeevcr had a 
repreeentative at tho house to review and dOQUment the historical fa98'1¢ of the house ao 
that he oould immediately tnake a claim for a tax benefit. Now that he has received that 
benefit, we find it insincere tlust be is seeking to change the an;hitectural integrity of the 
home and detri~cntally affect the imegrity of the block and the surrounding homes. Had 
we known ofMr. McKeever•s int.ent, we would have never sold him our home and 
,ulowcd him to ~en the architectural integrity and historical sigoificanQC of this 
unique neighborhood.. 

BZA. 
Case No. / 1 .3 I 1 
lhbthit No. ~ 7 
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As many of our neighbors have not.eel, in 1995, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of these 
homes, the Historical Society of Washington gave residents of the 1700 block of Riggs 
Place a lecture about the block. Historical Society representatives explained the 
significance of the block: and its architecture, including the ro,w of ten adjoining homes. 
Indeed the bloek was profiled in the Washington Post as a tribute to Mr. Schneider, the 
residents of the block and the city. Making mi exterior changes to Mr. McKeever, s 
home - front or rear-would compromise the integrity ofms home and those ofhis 
neighb0f8> and thereby danlage the historical significance of this bk).ck for future 
generations.. 

We are also opposed tD bgill of the proposed variances for reasons related to how we as 
neighbors would be banned. The third floor addition would deprive the surrounding 
residences of air and light areas and set a dangerous precedent for expansion into an 
already congested area of alleyway. In addition. we also fear this would have an adverse 
imped on security in the alley. 

Regarding the expansion of his b.otne over the "dog leg" area to increase his ld1chen 
space by approximately twenty sqU41CC f~ - we arc conccmed that it too would damage 
the very architectural integrity of this distinctive row of homes. the front and rear 
exteriors of which residents for the past 11 O years have managed to maintain according to 
the atchitect's original design. 

This is more than a block - this is a community of neighbors who have lived together and 
· maintained their homes with the utmost respect for the historical heritage that 'they 

represent. Mr. McKcever•s knowledge of the historical significance of the, home and the 
block. ooupled with the strong - almost unanimous - opposition from the surroun4ing · 
neighbors strongly indicates that his application should be denied. As such. we 
rcspectiblly reqaest tllat you not apptove Mr. Mc1'eever'1 application (#1731') tor a 
special•~ to allow rear additions to bis emtin1 ai~fa-1y row dwelling. 

It is our intent to be at the hearing next week - to represent ourselves and our neighbors -
and we would be happy to address eny questions from you at that time. 

Robert T. Murphy 
Frederick W. Steckler 
1731 Riggs Placeil N, W, 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
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-Where IJ!e Live 

'At Riggs Place, 
Residents Savor 
100-Year HistQry 
. - By Angela E, Couloumbia . ,,...._,..llallfdllr 

For die lMl three moat.ha, resldentl of the 1700 blodr : 
of RilP Place NW in the Distrlcl have spi ed into the qui-

. ~ bllla of the Martil Luther Kill Ubnry, porq o,er · 
maps ud lfnd and census records to rwieate tu1r . 
block'a aocial 111d ll'Cbitectural put. . · ., 
· Their eff ortt Cl.lminated Uda month ia I two-hour tour · 
of their ooe-blqck strip of 21 row howlea near Dupc,ot Cir- .. 
cle, a mOYe designed to celebate the neicfiborhood'• 
·tOOth birthday. . 
; -We Jmew the block'• centemial Wit c:omint 11p and we · 
~ed. to do DDethiDg ... oeilhbonaod to celebnle {t,•. 
'8aid resJdeflt Meg Roaenaack, who bas bed on tbe 1700 
~ of Rilga Place for ae,en yean. •1t•1 amazing how 
·much you r.an &tel OUI about your Jleigbborhood jmit by do-
· q a &tie diUUII, and moet of us here were rea1iJ _.. 
:lialtic about the project.• . 
, Reudenta contacted the D.C. Hlatorlcal Sodety of ., .. 111u.ama-H....,01Cf'OIT 
Wuhloatoo, where Roggensack ancl her buabaad, Mike n, .. 11111t1., tll• 1700 Mook el.._. Place•J tH IP'II&....,,.,.. •Mf&Nton know acll other Md""' uch 
;Janik. are nmben. Togetbtr, the1 rounded IP archicect ...... work ....... le .......... IIINlc I.,._,-. to tw,• •PJaclr Mtnla, • ~ MIOe tM_wty 1170.. 
.Tom Stohhnal, a bori meder of tlte Hlatorical Society . . 
·who ua been involved ii rettondon projecta In the Die- iqa·Jil die o.tm, 11 well • the- 160-foot-lll Caro Hotel 
trict, and fomer Rlaa Place reaideot Man a.ertwky, oo Q Stzeet NW, which today ii II f11iianalile ttadoma-
. who researched ud wrote I apokeai blatory ol Dupoat Cir- . 11m. · 
de II her Dlter'I tbelia. . •Ardiltecblnly, JUaa Place ii I fflY cobellft block,• 

They poOled tJaelr findinaa mt the blatory ~1 dllmv- Siobhan 111d. •And yet. wliJe DIOll of lhe 1lamea were de­
erecl about their tmlll, tidy block bounded bJ Helf Hamp- aigned by the aaae man, there "9 anD dWfereocea 11ere 
ihire Aveaue and 18th, Sand R atreeta c:.ine u a auq,rile ucl there ~ -make eada lNae umque m lta on n,!' 
to most, aaiit resident Judy Moma, wbo baa lived an Riga NOit ol the hoaaa ·on the aacth alae a Riga Plaoe are 
Place since l:be early 1970.. . blilt with dark red 11i11e mt have marble or brown atone 
: Up until the late 19th century, moat of the Dupont Cir• Ubn. 
cle area, w:1uclnr the 1700 block of Rigga Place, was . But that ii where the aimiaritr ends aad where each 
QOIIDlrJllde wlda a few lnduatriel, pdmuily"-1qhterbom- . h0ute e&tnt to ditplay ~latmctlve tnita that refltct 
:~.aprinkledarouod. _Sc:bnekler', wddtectural quka Then are~ that 
. Then in the late 18909 a promiaent WuhinP.aci an:bi- have Romanesque c:bancterisdel, IUdl u round--mbecl, 
tect, T. Pranldio Scbneider, homed in on Riga Place and window•, but that tlao haft Victorian element&, l1ICb u 
tlesia,ned 13 houaea on tile block. Schncddff ls. credited ornate ieaturet on tbe facadel, Stohban aaid. 
,nth builcliq nearly 1,000 homea _and 20 apartment build- · The prices ol the NJ111e1 on Rias Place ranee Crom 
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RobeffTMlllfiy 
Frederick w. 8lectlw 
1731RjgJPlp.NW 
W~DC20009 
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To: Beverly Bailey 

Board of Zoning AdjustIDem 

From: R.oben T Mmphy 

Re: Opposition to Applie&lion # 17319 

CC: 

• ForRsview 

MURPHY PAGE 01/05 

fax: 202. 727.6ff12 

o .. : S/6fJ.005 
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