
...... --------· 55 - 46th Street, NE Washington, DC 20019 (202) 388-6661 

Mr. Geoffrey Griffis, Chair 
OCBoard of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) 
441 Fourth Street, NW Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 

November 30, 2005 

Re: Fabrication of Documents by Co-Developer at Benning Metro 
BZA Application No. 17304 

Dear Mr. Griffis: 
N 

Community First at Benning Metro is a committee of residents living in the v, 

vicinity of the Benning Road Metro rail Station. At the core of the committee are 
those Party status holders as designated by the BZA in BZA Application No. 
17304. 
This letter serves to lodge a formal complaint to BZA regarding the tactics 
employed by the developers in the above-captioned matter. 

On November 12, 2005, the Executive Director of Marshall Heights Community 
Development Organization (MHOX)) distributed and caused to be distributed 
copies of the enclosed statement labeled "A." This flyer is referenced in our 
complaints described in the enclosed letter dated November 26, 2005. 

Our complaint would focus your attention on the document labeled "B." It is 
held out as the statement issued on November 12, 2005. Not only is it apparent 
that document "B" is not the statement issued on November 12, 2005, but 
document "B" contains inexpertly altered language in each of its paragraphs. A 
cursory read of both documents will reveal the alterations. 

The multiple emendations themselves contradict the declaration in the 
introduction to document "B" that "On November 12, 2005, MHCIX> issued the 
following public statement on the proposed project at the Benning Metro rail 
station." Document "B" is clearly not the statement issued on November 12, 
2005. We would nevertheless, draw your attention to two important features of 
document "B." On its first page, in paragraph five (5), the following language 
can be found " ... MHClX) withdrew its involvement in the project this summer." 
The paragraph continues on page two (2) to read, "We did so before the known 
formation of Community First and the vitriolic attacks recently launched by its 
public spokespersons." 
In the statement actually issued on November 12, 2005, the language 
encountered in paragraph six ( 6) reads ". . . MHClX) withdrew its involvement in 
this project this summer" and continues, "We did so before the known formation 
of Community First and certainly before the recent arrival of Sam Jordan, the 
public spokesperson for Community First." This language is overtly altered in 
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document "B" which was distributed electronically on or after November 15, 
2005. 

Our complaint goes to the responsibility the Applicants in BZA Application No. 
17304 have to the communities served by Benning Metro. Easily discerned 
manipulation of language in document "B" leaves no doubt that it is not the 
statement issued on November 12, 2005 or that it is not identical to document 
"A" which was indeed issued on November 12, 2005. The electronic tracking 
notes on document "B" indicate that it was distributed by facsimile (fax) and 
"e-mail." Residents who might be reached by fax and e-mail differ in many 
respects from those residents who can best be reached by telephone or word-of­
mouth. As a result, we have no estimate of the breadth of the distribution of 
document "A" or "B." 
Community First at Benning Metro is alarmed that MHQX)would deceive the 
communities at Benning Metro in this manner. In what other ways has MfllX) 

discharged its duties to inform with such self-serving motivation. In the 
accompanying letter dated November 26, 2005, we react to MHClX)'s repeated 
claim that even if the BZA approves the project, Council Member Gray will "halt 
the alley closing." With document "B," however, the Applicant co-developer has 
demonstrated a regrettable contempt for the communities need to be provided 
accurate, not manipulated information. 

Relief Sought 

The Applicant cannot be rewarded with a grant of its request for exceptions in 
Application No. 17304 if perjured declarations in altered language documents 
have even the slightest role in its community contact and communications 
program. We ask that the BZA dismiss the Application forthwith and impose 
appropriate sanction(s) against the Applicant for the above-described 
objectionable practices . 

.-............ , Jordan, 
ener - Community First at Benning Metro 
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Housing / Economic Development I Em~loyment / Education / Health & Human Services 

Marshal ·. Heights Community 
Develo ent Organization, Inc. 
Helping to gtow 0/4 · 7 into the /Jisttid of C~lumb,~ 5 most welcoming, 
ptoSpenng, /iV;Jh/e c. munity for eve,yone. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 12, 2005 

Contact: Carrie Thornhill 
(202) 396-1201 X111 

MHCDO Som¢what Agrees 
with Comrtlunity First 

Marshall Heights Community Devel$. ment Organization (MHCDO) 
agrees with Community First that t · Benning Metro' site is not 
adequate to support the proposed o · ce building that· would· have 
served as a field office for the Court;: Service and Offender Supervision 
Agency (CSOSA). 

Carrie Thornhill, MHCDO CEO and Richard Hamilton, MHCDO board 
chair told representatives of Community First face to face on Friday, 
October 7th that the project was dead from their perspective. We 
informed the group that we are not ~he lead developer, we had put no 
money in this project, and we have ho authority to decide if the BZA 
application gets withdrawn or not. 

Yes, over the last couple of years, MHCDO has been an active 
supporter of this project. We were $upporters then because we have 
been believers and supporters of ,tr~nsit oriented development for 27 
years as has been a broad swath of ;Ward 7 residents. MHCDO was a 
supporter because Marvin Jawer, a lbng time business associate, asked 
us to do so and was willing to invest! his money on the proposed 
project when no one else to date had chosen to do so. We supported 

I 

the proposal because it would have peen the first new commercial 
office facility to be built in Ward 7 in/ nearly 40 years. We supported 
the project because Paul Quander, a ward 7 resident, and CSOSA have 
a critically important people rebuilding mission and would bring a 
workforce with disposable income to support our local retail 

I 



enterprises. We believed the project would have created much'"'. 
needed meeting space for community use and would have enhanced. 
security by complimenting th~ resour~e~;Of iMPD .60 .. ·, ·We still b'elieve in 
these principles. 

And though· MHCDO put up no money into this project, yes, if the 
project had been realized, MHCDO would have stood to. gain'a stream 
of funding that would have been plqwed into·:the charitable and 
educational activities Ward 7 has cqme to enjoy and benefit for 27 
years. We have been and remain guided by high standards of ethics, 
performance and accountability. We stand on 27 years of a successful 
and proven track record of performance in housing, econe>mic 
dey~lopr)lent a.nd human development 

After learning in the spring 2005 that neighbors in close pro~imity to 
the proposed site had not been sufficiently engaged into the 
community dialogue about the benefits and affects of the project, after 
re-examining the suitability of the site from the affected neighbors 
perspective, and observing the growing sentiment against the project 
including thatof our esteemed Ward 7 Councilman Vincent Gray, 
MHCDO wit~qrevvJts involvement iii/this project this summer. We did 
so before the known fqrry,a!i9n .c;>f Cor11f.llt.1P,it¥ ,f:IJ~t•and·certainly before 
the -recent,arriva1:orrSc.3;h:JJordan., J~.pubJic .sp.Qkesperson _for 
Cornmunitv First:! · ·· · · · · · · · · · · 

MHCDO trusts that the fine families, young adults and retirees of the 
affected community are not associated with the lies, 
misrepresentations and_ slandering of the facts and circumstances in 
this case. 

Giv.~n.,MHCDQ's known_chang~ .position onthis.project, ,some 
res'i~~ .wq,r,~g~r;what.~be:.tootiMatiCln .. for~th~ .:eecatatt11g~ncH· 
slanderous attacks against MHCDO is when representatives of 
Community First know MHCDO has no project pr legal aythori'Y. Jo 
withdraw the project. To some, the 'motivation suggest~ political, 
posturing rather than authentic civil discourse--directecf'toward 
stopping the project and preserving the affected community. 

******** 
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Pait t of2 

Pro,ac Amy Cody 
To: Amy Cody 
Date: 1 J/1'/2005 2:45:01 PM 

Sal>Ject: Public Statement on Propo1ed Benn.:q Metro ~jlC1 

,,., •. , ......... "' "'''"M .... .. ....... _'-•-· ·-.. ... _OO H-· 
.. , ...... ... ... . .... , •• , .... ··•··· · ·"•• ···· •~' . .. .. , ...... H .. ... ... -• ' ~ .. -.. .... _,_ .. ........ ,, ___ .. _., .. -• ~ ...... . 

MIICDO NEWS: - Nowtmber it. ioes 

··············--·----·--·---·-·---­···--···-·--····· Publfe Statement OD Propo1ed Be1ntn1 Metro Project: 
MHCDO Somewllat Aina with Community 1Jr1t 

°" November 12. 2005. MHCDO lteutd the following public 1t1tem-,t on the prop01ea project at the ...,Ing Me\-Ol'ellfatlon, 

f'w.-.......-3 .... 
ContltOt: Otme L. Tltotn,hllf, (202) »J-1201 "111 

Wllhlngton, 0C - Thi M1r1h1II H•l;htl Community Development Organlntlon (MHCCO) 1grH1 wilh proJeC1 
opponent Community ,1l"lt that the ltnnlng Matro 1111 11 not adequate to tupport the Pl'OPoNG ofloe bUlldlng tn1t 
would hwe lll"vecf U I ftetd offlol for tl'l1 Court SIMON Ind Offender 8uperv!1lon Afl!t,rttsy (CSOSA). 

Cerril Thamhlll, MHCDO Pr91id-,t lnCI C!O, 1nd RJcNn1 Hlmihon, MHCDO Chairman, told rwprne~ of 
Community 'lr1t on Friday, Ootober rt' th1t th• praJeot wet died from MHCOO'• p8f1Pective. At 1he meeting 
reqUllttd by Community ,,,,t, Thornnru •nd H1mllt0n Informed th• group that MHCOO It not tn• lead dwltoper. 
"• put no fflOl\'t ln the project, and h11 no •uttlor1ty ta decide whether to wlthctl'llw the DC Icard Of Zoning 
AdJunnent appllcatlon. 

Y•. owr the lttt coupll Of yae,w. MHCOO ha bHn an ICtMI supporter ot thlt projeot. We becked it for ..vnl 
l'lllton1, lnoludiig u lonaltaneln; belief In tranait-orltmld dlwk,pmtnt. whtOI\ we 1here with I broad •With ot 
Ward 1 rtlfdtntl. MHCDO W8I I aipporter becau11 Marvin Jewer, a tong time bi.alnNI aMOCilte. w11 wlllirig 
to lnlftlt !'Iii mon•y Whert "°one·- to dlll hid chottn to do IO, Wt tupportld tt,a pro~! DtCIUlt It would 
h1v1 or11ted the fttlt new commerolll office facllty to be built In Wtrd 7 In nea,ty 40 yeara. We 1upporte<2 It 
blOaUII P1ul Qu1nd1r, 1 Ward 1 ru,dent, 1!'1d CIOSA h1v• • crttlcally Important i,e<>Qle Nbulk:ling milalOn encl 
would b•lnQ a wonfol"C8 'With ctl1po11ble 1ncom1 to .upport 01Jr local retell ent1rprl1e1. W• b•ltev-«f the prajeot 
would hawa orwlld rnuch-nudld meeting apace for community uN and would have enhanoed 11ourtty by 
compllmentln; tne rNOUN:81 of it. oc Metropollwn Police Department•, ett. Dittrlct. We atlll b-'l•ve In thNe 
,rtnclpll1. 

ANJ though MHCDO put no money Into thlt project. ya, If tht pro,ect l'\ld been re• llztd, MHCDO WOUid ha'4 
l10od ro 01r1 • •trNm of fundl"Q that would have b"" plow.d Into the ch•r1tebl• and educational activltlel Wero 
1 h•a coma II) enjoy and benefit from for 27 YNrl. we ri1ve been •nd ,.main guided by high atandal"dl of ltf'IICI, 
perfarmanee and •coounllblijty, and we ttand firmly on • IUCCNtful tr9elc reoord of pertormanoe tn hou11n;, 
,conomlo cltvt!opment Ind human development. 

Attar \urnlnQ in tht aprtng of 2005 tntt ntlghborl In c:IDM pro>elmlty to the propoted alt, had not b11n 1utrlc1tntly 
,n;191d In ttlt ocmmunitv d=ut •bout the Dtnlfttt and effectl of the prqeot, after ....-,m,nino the IUltab:llty 
or lhl 1Jt1 from th• 1'8cted ne bcn pel'ls,totlve and ob1e,vlng tt11 growing Hntlment against the pn,Ject, 
1nciudlng that of our tlttemld W•rd 7 Councllm1n Vincent Gray, MHCDO withdrew lta Involvement In the projeet 
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th111umnw. WI did IO befo,. the known formation of Community Flm and the vrtriolc 1ttlek1 '9Ctntly 1aunol'led 
bV b pua,Kc IPOICNPftOnl. 

MHCOO INIII that thl fin• flmillN, yc,ung adultt 1nd retlteN of the af\'9cted community .. not wocilteo w1m 
tN tie.. minPl'9N"tatlont and llanderlng of the ftotl and alla.lmttancet i\ u,11 QIN. 

Ohlen MHCDO'I known ohanged poeltt0f'I on thil p~- IOfflf ,...,d_,ta wonder whet the motlv1tlon for th1 
NClllatlng end llanderout • ttackl 1galn1t Mt-1000 II When ,_..,antlllivee of eomrr..tnlty Flrtt know MHCDO 
"· no proJeot or legal IUIIOl'ttY to wfthdraw the llA appbtlon, To eome, lhe mottvallOn IUQgeltl polltlo•I 
poetur~ l"llhlr than aulh•ntlC oMI dleoOwH dnctld toward atoppin; the project and l)f"eMrving the •rrec.c, 
oom~nlty. Wt can ~ without being dllagNuble. w1 muet t'9ffllln on the..,,,. t•m helping to gn,w 
Werd 7 Into lht 0lttrlOt of Caluml)la'• most weleoming, pro,perinQ, l1Vlbl1 COtM'IUftit)' for •veryone. 

ccPubflO Statement on SeMlng Metro Project.doc» ccpublio_ltlte-nent_ 111201.pdf»> 

·-·--···················-·-·-·······--·-·-·-······-·-····· 
MHCCO Ntww i1 an •new. ouitetln of tne Marlhatl ~ightl Community OeveiOpment Orgal'IIZlltiOn, • 
~nity-bll•d nonprOflt ttilt undtrt1k11 com!ft.lnitY aevelcpment IC'INIHt ir1 the Wlrd 7 area of W.thlngton, 
DC. To :earn about MHC00'1 worK, pluu Y1a,t our Web lite 11 ~m~Q.rg. !I io ac:a er remove your name 
from thl IIHCDO .... lilt, Nnd • meeuge to infoOmhcdo.or;. 
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