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ROOF STllUCTURU (R) 

To exercJae a reaonabJe dep-ee of arcbiteclUnl c:omol upon roof structurea in all 
district,, homina tor memaaictl equipmellt. scairway ad eJevator pendM>uael. and, 
wllm not in coofflct widl An Act To Replate die Beipt of Bulle.Imp in tbe Dillrict 
of Columbia. approved June 10, 1910 (36 Stat. 4.52, • aamed; D.C. Oftldal 
Code 116-a>l.01 to 6-601.09 (formerly codifted at D.C. Code 115-401 to 5-409 
(1994 Repl. A 1999 Supp.))), peadlnuw for storaae and toileel incidemal and 
ac.ceaory to roof swimmiDa pools shall be subject to CODdidoDI and variable floor 
area ntio credit specified in dlll section. 

When located below, at the same roof level with, or above tbe top story of aay 
buiJdtna or SlnldlD'e, pendaousa <• ondfned ta I 411.1) sba11 be subject to tbe 
provfsioDI of H 400.7, 530.4, 630.4, 770.6, 840.3, or 930.3 when applicable, and 
to die comlidolll ml variable floor area ratio specified· in ddl aecdon. 

Att per,tbc,Jtel and mecJwnbl equipment shall be placed In one (1) enclosure, and 
lbaU harmonize wldl the main structure in ardlitecturlJ character, material, and 
color. · 
WIim roof levels vary by one (I) floor or more or wbea separate elevator cores are 
required, there may be one (1) enclosure for each elevator core at each roof level. 

lmcloliila waDa from roof level sbaD be of equal height, and shall rile vertically to a 
roof, ezcept • provided In I ~n 1.6. 

WbeD coasJadna IOlely Of merJtanJcal ...,.. tbe equlpnenr sbaD be enckJled 
ftdly • pracrtbed la 11411.3 and 411.5, except that loaven may be provided. A 
roof over a cooUna tower need not be provided wlm the tower ii locat.ed at or 
totally below tbe top of enclosina Willi. 

Solely for the uses desipafed in dlil secdoa, aa increue- of allowable floor area 
rado of not more tbaD thirty-seven hundredtba (0.37) shall be permitted. 

Roof strddme1 sbaD not exceecl ~ (1/3) of tbe toCal roof area for thole 
disarlctl where there ii a Jirnttadoo oa the numher of stories. 

In ackHdOll to the floor area ratio allowed by I 411. 7, rnecbaDkaJ "JQUlpnenr owned 
and operated u a roof structure by a fixed ript-of-way public masa transit systan 
shall be permitted in addition to roof strudUrel permitted in this section. 

Before rakiq ftml acdon on a roof structure plan, the Zonma Admia;,,,.,r shall 
submit die pJaa to die D. C. Office of Pfmnina for review and report. The report ~~ 
shaD be rdllrDed widlln fifteen (15) days of the date of submiufon unless a difl'ereJlt <:&>:>') 

period has beea provided by mutual a,reement of all partiel involved. ~ ~ \ _ .. ~ §) ·' 
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411.11 When: impracdcab~ becanae of opendna clifficuldea, size of h11ildfna .._, or cthel' 
· coaditfonl reJlfina to the buildina or SUl'l'OIIDdina area that would tend to mate ftJll 
c:ompliance unduly restrictive, prohibitively costly, or umeuonable, the Board of 
ZGaiDI Adjustmem sball be empowered to approve, u a special exception under 
I 3 IM, tbe locadoa, desip. mnnber. and all other aspecll of such structure 
1qnldcd UDdcr II 411.3 throup 411.6, even if such stnletUrel do not meet the 
normal setb1ct reqwrement1 or 11 400.7, 530.4, 630.4, 770.6, 840.3, or 930.3, 
wbea applicable, and to approve the materill of endoetna comtmctloa med if not in 
accordance widl 11411.3 111d 411.5; provided, that the iDtem and purpose of this 
chapter ml ddl tide sJ1a11 not lie materially impaired by the structure, and the 1iabC 
and air of adjacent 1mildinp shaO not be afl'ected advenely. 

411.12 For purpoeea of this. section, tbe rules of interpretation provided in II 411.13 
tbrouJb 411.17 shall be applicable. 

411.13 • In computfna the floor area ratio of a roof strucmre, die agrepte square footage of 
aU Je,ela or ftoon cm«aiur4 wiWn a roof stracaure me1.1minc six and one-half feet 
(6~ ft.) oanore in bef&ht aball be included In the total floor area ratio permitted. 

411.14 Arelll within curtain walla without a roof u,ecl wbm needed to pve the appearuce 
of one (1) structme sbal1 not be COllDted In floor area ratio, but sbal1 be computed • 
a roof structure to determine if they comply with 1411.8. 

411.lS For pupoaea of tbia section, rnecbank:aJ equipment shall not incJudo telephone 
equipment, radio, television. or electtonic equipment of a type not lleeelsary to the 
operadon of the buHdfna or structure. 

411.16 Por purples of this section. styllpts, ac,oaeneck exhauet ducts ·servma klldn. and 
toilet vemJadD1 aystema, 111d plumblq vent IUICb sball not be considered u roof 
structures. 

4J 1.17 Roof structures less tllaa tour feet (4 ft.) In height above a roof or parapet wall sllall 
not be subject to the requiremmdl of this section. 
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