
WILMER CUTLER PICKERING 
HALE AND OQRRuP 

By Hand 

Ms. Gerrily Kress 
Director 
District of Columbia Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street NW 
Suite 210 South 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: BZA Appeal No. 17285 

Dear Ms. Kress: 

February 23, 2005 Patrick_). Carome 

2445 M STREET NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20037 

+ I 202 663 661 0 

+ I 202 663 6363 fax 

patrick.carome@wilmerhale.com 

Enclosed please find twenty copies of the following additional items of documentary 
evidence to be included in the record of the above-referenced appeal: 

1. A copy of all documents pertaining to inspections conducted at 4825 Dexter Terrace that 
DCRA has located and produced to Appellant pursuant to his long-standing FOIA 
request. (The DCRA released these documents to Appellant only yesterday, nearly one 
month after it was obligated to do so under the D.C. FOIA law.) 

2. A copy of a report dated February 22, 2005 received yesterday from e:ngineering expert 
Peter Neubauer. (Submission of this document earlier than today was prevented because 
DCRA had failed, contrary to applicable law, to provide Appellant in a timely fashion 
with a complete copy of the relevant engineering plans in its files. See Brief of Appellant 
page 53 footnote 10.) 

3. A copy of a document entitled "Mesa Retaining Wall Systems: Installation and Special 
Considerations Manual," published by Tensar Earth Technologies, Inc. (This document 
became available to Appellant only very recently as a result of research based on 
information contained in the engineering plans that DCRA failed to produce in a timely 
fashion.) 

4. A copy of a letter from DCRA' s FOIA Officer to Appellant dated February 18, 2005 
describing DCRA's untimely- and still only partial-- response to Appellant's 
outstanding FOIA request of January 10, 2005. (Appellant did not receive this letter 
until after close of business on Friday, February 18. 

5. A copy of a letter from Appellant to DCRA's FOIA Officer, dated today, expressing 
concerns about the timeliness and adequacy ofDCRA's response to Appellant's FOIA 
request. 

US !DOCS 4980832vl 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO. 17285

EXHIBIT NO. 29A1



Ms. Gerrily Kress 
February 23, 2005 
Page2 

Copies of this submission are being simultaneously served by hand delivery upon 
Richard Agugila (counsel for the owner/developer), Toye Bello (Office of the Zoning 
Administrator, DCRA), and Alma Gates (Chair (ANC-3D)). 

For the reasons set forth above and in Appellant's Brief (at page 53 footnote 10), there is 
good cause for Appellant to be permitted to submit these items into the record at this time. 
Appellant therefore respectfully requests that any issue concerning the timeliness of this 
submission be waived. 

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance. 

Enclosures 

cc w/enclosures by hand: Richard L. Agugila, Esq. 

US !DOCS 4980832vl 

Toye Bello 
Alma Gates 

Patrick J. Caro 
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PRODUCED BY DCRA 

FOIA OFFICER ON 

FEBRUARY 22, 2005 



NOV-08-2004 08: 31 piiiiiii;;·i;i;H I~U.:-·l*S;;ijCARNES&;iiii;;;iiiiiiiii&iiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiil4,:jL0 880 4098 P. 01 

Hllli._c,mes Engineering Associates, Inc. 
12011 Guilford Road, Suite·106 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20101 

FAx No. (41 OJ 880-4098 
Telephone No. (410) 880-4788 

FAX COVER· SHEET 
Date: November 8, 2004 
~ntlon: Mr. Crls Flack 
F~ No: . 202.442.4860 
From: Chris Lesjak 

Be fV ll 0 t5 e F 01 A_Jf..~ '11 
PUBll C RECORDS:>'. 

Re: 2845 Dexter Terrace "lo. of Pages 
Including Cover Sheftt: 4 

Message: 

Mr. Flack, 

Good morning. Pursuant to our conversation Friday, I am faxing to you our 
Inspection report and Third Party Inspection Request Form regarding 2845 Dexter 
Terrace for your records. 

Hillis-Carnes will not perform any Third Party Inspections at this Proj1ect Site until 
authorized by the BLRA. 

Thank you for your assistance Cris; please call me on my cell if you need further 
details 443.324.9821. 

DCRA-FOIA-00054 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA tJ t N A I 0 G C tO I A , , 
DEPARTMENTOFCONSUMERANDREGULATORY~~ RECORD·:tr7'1f 
BUJLDING AND LAND REGULATION ADMJNISTRA TION S 

THIRD PARTY INSPECTION CERTIFICATION 

~111Je Job Number: ¢ .319, A 

W•tli;Ad4fra~: {62S ~ ~ 

,. ... ~!nne (op1ioa,.J): 

CERTD'ICATION 
.......-:r-- ,/, 

~··.·_:::·~ll!?'d~ 4'; ".,;.¥l- . . . . professional-in-
c~· Qfthe thif party 1nspcctton actiVIties performed by 
in'~ ~ect identified above, hereby certify aild ·auest under oath that the 
<-~tion and installation of said project were inspected under my .d!fcct 

ICI'Yi~ion, for eonformance with the applie$blc requin:meitts of the~ 1999 
'Oiitriet!ofColumbia Construction Codes and/or of the 0 District of . 
Cot~ti.ia Zoning Regulations. This certificationjncludes the Cfiscipline(s) 
cbeekecj above. Unless limited to a specifically identified narrower scope. 
-attaChed hereto, the systems and/or construction features covered by this 
~~on are all those covered by the discipline(s) checked above. These 
system$ and/or construction features were checked for confonnancc with the 
:rei~ codes and regulations and, in my professional opinion. a.R deemed 
tc)ljC;~mpliant. 

In· reliance thereof, the inspection is recommended to be APPROVED. 
.---. 

Ccrtifi~d under my seal and signature on :J th&-e.-zz¢ 

-53-

SCOPE OlP CEATJFICATION 

J( All iDspcctiou; of c:bDc:bd disciplines 

D Partial scope. 1:-=r lllt8Cbed list 

Dl[SCl.AJMEk 

Tbc scope of tbis eatific:ation is ICitric:ted to 

the c:ode and/or ft~ ~­
iuspee:$ioa{s) perloiDICdbJ the JDspecdoD 
_Agca:y oa bchalli ofDCRA. aa ectivit)' that 
was eslllblished 11ndertl& BuildiD& ud Lm:l 
Repla1ioa AdaUais1zatiCni'I11isd puff 
lDspectioa PlosniiiL The sySk:mS aadlor 
~ufcaoua WClC iDspccted ODly for 
consistlr:Dcy with tbe iippiOYed plans .m1 for 
compiauce with~ JDiDimnm aqain:lileDts 
of cJ.lXIdes mel aplatious eafolcecl by 
BLRA. This certificatioll is mt 1D be 
-coDStn1Cd 8S CCr1i&c:atioD of aj ponioa '0{ 
tbe desip or C011StNctioD of the piOject ADd 
docs DOt ~elicve ·the :msist=R:d dcsipa(s) of 
n:conl ADd other putics oflbeir 
JeSpOnsibilities tor the design or-coiiStn1C1ioD. 
of die poject. 

Mail executed orisiaal certification so: 

Administnttor 
Buildiag and La!illd Replatiou AdmiDistndiou 
941 N CApitol S.~~eet, NE, Sui1e 2000 
WashiD&ton. PC:: 20002 
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~~ H!LLIS~ 

\~•~ngineering 
410 880 4091;! 

\' · --~pection . "~te .. 1 06_ 
.·,.20701 tJCNA! d& C F 01 A~ t1,b 

pUB Ll G R E C 0 ~S2.s-29-zo03 
Sticker# B· 2¥b If u 

P.04 

Re-inspection - Ref.# Page 1 of f 

Requestor: Gtt.+G ~/h:J . 

D 'Plumb. o Mech. X Bldg. 
o Elec. o Fire 0 Other:--·-----

-~-- 0 Groundwork 
0 Occupancy 

o Rough-in ~oncealmen1 
o Other. ------

on back of this sheet: Yes_ No 

0 Unable to inspect 0 Canceled 

0 N/A 
0 N/A 
0 N/A 
0 N/A 

-

o Final 

,7'"'-1'~~.__--""'~--,.--.----- Date: _i_S.f.....W~__.-

'~===--~r--""""9''--__,....----· Date:# 
DCRA-FOIA-01[)057 TOTAL P.04 
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LOURENCO~~W~~~~ 

0 C R A /tHi C F til A . .jfS l11o 
PUBLIC RECORDS 

5016 connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20009-2023 

(202) 966-0042 
1202) 966-1534 Fax 

Inspection Repo11 #(If~ 

DC:SP@Il.ourenconsult.com 04104 

()t{OS'tr07 Date:_ r(z;b;v-LCI Project# 

Address of Inspection: L/. i -~ ~ ·0 e.Jvfr. r- -re,fT" Suite ____ _ 

Permit Number: .{t \\i[Ji<=i VfJ Requestor: _____ _ 

Inspection Discipline: «l Btdg. 
a Fire 

CJ Plbg. CJ Mech. 0 Etec. 
Cl F/A only 0 F/S only 

D~er. ______________________ ~------~---

Type of Inspection: ;J Groundwork 0 Rough-in 0 Concealment 
b Occupancy 0 Other: ___________ _ 

0 FinaJ 

ln~~~Roo~=--~~~-----~~~----~~~~~-~~~~-~~---ct:{JiJ t 4 vi!).; a,=, 4 4~' i~ .( 1/ib.( =i=cO ~ 

Action Required: ------------------------------

J(:J Approved 0 Disapproved 0 Could not inspect C:J Canceled ..., 
0 Other: __ .....,._ _____________ Approval Sticke1r # ff2 !] ~~ 
Approved plans on site: fjJ Yes a No 
Items matched plans: ~Yes LJ No 
Is revision required? 0 Yes aY~o 
"As-OOHr plans req?j' rJ ~ ~ 
Inspected by: ~~ 

r:J N/A 
ON/A 
LJN/A 
ON/A 

Profe~sional-ln-Charge: s/• -::-: · ~ hr---__ ......._ .... 4 7""" li:t DatE,:. _ _..,._--"-+-----r--

Received by: ____________________ .Date·: ______ _ 

Reviewed by: ___________________ Date: ______ _ 

DCRA-FOIA-00058 
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LOURENCO©~~~~~ 

LOURENCO CONSULTANTS 

BERAIBIS ~ f:O I AA-'7r1f 
PUBLIC RECORDS 

PAGE 03 

s(s/or 

5016 connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20008-2023 

(202) 966-0042 
Inspection Report #dft8!lk{ I 

J 
!202) 966-1 534 Fax 
DC3P@Lourencon5ult.c:om 

LCI Project# sot1 oS7>~Y Date: '.l_,__~~--
Address of Inspection: '-/4 l..JS fJe..CJ,idl Wr Suite ___ _ 

Permit Number:· 'f (' b ~ ( t :fiJ . Requestor: 

Inspection Discipline: b Bldg. ·• Plbg. 0 Mech. 0 Elec. 
o Fire ~ F/A only 0 F/S only 
OO~er.. _________________________________ __ 

Type of Inspection: CJ Groundwork 
a occupancy 

4 Rough-in · CJ Concealment a Final 
0 Other:. ____________ _ 

Inspection Results: ___________ _;......-::----~------·-------

JJt: ; "-f(!,, t 

Action Required: ----------~-----------·--------

0 Approved a Disapproved ~Could not inspect 0 Canceled 
0 Other.. ____________________ .Approval Sticker# 

Approved plans on site: tJ Yes Cl No 0 N/A 
Items matched plans: ._Yes 0 No CJ N/A 
Js revision required? 0 Yes 1f No 0 N/A 

"As-buitt"plans~~ :1#L IJLY ON/A • 

Inspected by·: ~ ~ Date:..i.~,__-+--
Professional-ln-Gharge:~ = -=~ ~ h .... ---- 1• Date:'1)1 ( 0 'f 
Received by: ____________________ ~_Date: 

Reviewed by:, _______________________ Date:_. ___ _ 

DCRA-FOIA-00059 



ll/03/2004 13:25 2029661534 LOURENCO CONSULTANTS PAGE 01 

lt/3 jo~ 
LOURENCO~@~~M~~~m@ 

DE R A i 8 6 E F 8 I A ·*'7 r1 (o 

PUBLIC RECORDs 

5016 Connecticut Avenue, NW, SUite 200 
washington. oc 20008-2023 
12021 966-0042 
12021 .966-1 534 Fax 
DC3P@ILourenconsultcom 

Date: 

TO -~~~ 
Name: ~! p..AC¥-

FAX: 2o '2.. _. '+ 4- 2.·Lf 8 b () 
Phone: t~· L/ z.- tl cry 

CC: 

SUbject: 4'8~~ 1H:)c~ '1'Erl.M~ 

FAX TRANSMISSION 
COVER SHE:ET 

.. 

Tlmt.• 

FROM 
Name:~~~ Louf'2.el.IC..O 

Phone: 202-966..()042 

LCI Pro). NO.: ot.~o~·eo7 

ProJect: l.f 3 z. r l)e)crat. ~ 

No. of Pages CJncl. cov1erl: 3 

If you experience difficulties with this Fax transmission, please cal~~~8-0042 

)(AS requested o FOr your review D Please comment c FYI 
c _For Action a For your approval J( Per our conversation a Additional copy 

1(For your recoras )(For your use o Please dlstr1Dute rn your organization 
o Hard copy to fOllOW o original via USPS c Original via courier o Retransmission -------.----f 
MESSAGE· 

~t': 
j).f>P~b }~ ""T*E: PU4Ma•rJ& lN~f:l=:rto~ ~ 
~ .rj 3./ o tf. f2e frt..U...;r : ''Co~ t..l> tJl)r IN ~et:-r · 11 

£J-e: weflE 

tJ~r CA-t.t£b ~ /+<:sA1 N . 
MPE1Jl¥E]) 1£ .A-t,..~ ~ &u,lLlnNlr, JN'flCC'f1lJrJ 

{Z.e?z,-tq-" Of= .q 2 i !~t.f M I rJ 'f-ecrt otJ ~e:- 1:>1 :D A-1 
lht.,LJ( - GA./L,.rt; S ~~ bN -nte"t(l. at fH\<-F- 1 To(l.... 
fV\\~u.ANE"OttS WA-Ltl-~'1 ~S: c.~ (s{lA-1>£:. 
~fttA.LT: ·~M,ao"'~El>!~ ~~ B2~08 .. We-~ NOT 
CAtl.sb fdACZ S,rJCE' JtJI...LIS'-~! W4--C ~INC:r IT .. Jt 

.....:I'~ '\A ... _ ._, Q 

The lntonnatiOn contalnett tn tnls tr.ln$miS$10n IS pr1Vil89ed and/or confidential and 1$ Intended for the db1e use of t:ne Intended recipient. If you 
are not the Intended recipient. vou may not diSClOse, usa, disseminate. distriDute, copy or take any action In relianCE! on the Information incluCieCI 
In tnls transmission In any way, If vou receive t!'lls transmission In error, pleaso notlfV uslmmedlatetv. 

DCRA-FOIA-00060 
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LOURENCO~~@~~~~ 

5016 connecticut Avenue, NW 
washington, PC 20008-2023 

(202) 966-0042 
f202J 966-1 $34 Fax 

LOURENCO CONSULTANTS PAGE 02 

Inspection Report #If~ j 
DC3P@ILourenconsuJt.com -.. 04104 

6'{0S~07 Date: fl:ziko;v . 
~~ I 

Address of Inspection: J4 i ~ ~ ·0 e.Je-fer '{e,rr Suite ___ _ 

LCI Project# 

Permit Number: · ,{1 \f['"Q<i ~ Requestor: 

Inspection Discipline: (1 Btdg. 
CJ Fire 

0 Plbg. 0 Mech. 0 Elec. 
CJ F/A onfy 0 F/S only 

0 Other;. _________________ _ 

Type of Inspection: tiJ Groundwork 0 Rough-in 0 Concealment 0 Final 
tJ Occupancy 0 Other: ____________ _ 

Inspection Results: --fl++----__jJ._-++-------:':'""'iLLl,__,.+---f-J'"'4.--+---t..C.---
ct:.p(i} t 4 veJk aA 4 4¥ i#! i'Grli< =hO ~ 

Action Required: ------~9R0ar--·. · ~-. ~_ -Y-.--1 Q-.. =-Q-;3:~<...-=..;~~.->-_e __ 
.() Approved 0 Disapproved a Could not inspect . LJ Canceled _,. 
0 other.·-----~-------~Approval Sticker# $"2 ~ ~~ 
Approved plans on site; fjJ Yes CJ No 
Items matched plans: ~ Yes Cl No 
Is revision required? 0 Yes CJr,No 

"As-buflt" plans~ r:J ~ 
Inspected by: ~ 
Professional~ln-Charge: s/'b .. ----4 h 

CJN/A 
ON/A 
CJ N/A 
ON/A 

Date:~~t---=-~-"--~­

-~ t:t Date:_:-+-----'-+---r--

Received by: _________________ .Date: 

Reviewed by=--------~----,,__ ______ Date: 

DCRA-FOIA-00061 
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LOURENCO©@OO@@~~~ 

5016ConnecucutAvenu~NVV 
washington, oc 20008-2023 

1202> 966-0042 

Inspection Report # dfr/J!ll;{ j 
) 

1202> 96&1 534 Fax 
DC3P@>Lourencon$ultcom 

LCI Project# 0~ o$fj(} I'Y Date: ~l-l--¥f--=+--
Address of Inspection: L/11t.JS' n~.CJ,~ ~(r Suite ___ _ 

Permit Number: 'f' t' b ~ ~ 'f tiJ Requestor: 

Inspection Discipline: b Bldg. • Plbg. CJ Mech. CJ Elec. 
CJ Fire r!J F/A only 0 F/S only 

OO~er. __ ------------~-----------------------
4 Rough-in 0 Concealment a Final Type of Inspection: 0 Groundwork 

o Occupancy 0 Other=·------------------

Inspection Results:--------'--------~-~:...-----------tt.§.l: ; ~;f~, ~ 

Action Required: ------------------------------

0 Approved 0 Disapproved 'J Could not inspect 0 Cartceled 
0 Other:_......__ ___________ ____,Approval Sticker# 

Approved plans on site: tJ Yes CJ No 0 N/A 
Items matched plans: fJ-Yes a No o N/A 
Is revision required? CJ Yes if No 0 N/A ~ 
"As-bullt"plansr~ :1i£?!- #L1J' ON/A ~IlL~ 
Inspected by: __ ~.L...\;:o,.L-.li!IVL_OC-.-..<;~=-IL-.....;~~-IL-~--------Dare:~~-· __,__ 

Professional-In-Charge:~:::~ b J.-... .... __ _... ~ • Date: l / 0 'f 
l 1 

Received by: Date: _________ ·-

Reviewed by: Date: _____ ~ 

DCRA-FOIA-00062 
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LOURENCO©@~@~~~~ 

fJeRA!IJrJC FtJIA -. 
PUBLIC RECORnf'11.P 

5016 Connecticut Avenue, NW, suite 200 
wasnington, oc 20008·2023 
1202) 966-0042 
t2o2J 966-1 534 Fax 
OC3P@Loureneonsult.com 

Date: 

TO ~~~ 
Name: C#Jel! p_AC4!-

FAX: 2o'2.. ~ '+ '+ 2.·Lf 8 '~ 
Phone: '4 LJ z.- q cry 

CC: 

SUbject: 4' '8 2,. ~ ~'J"a2.. 'Terl.MG£ 

FAX TRANSMI!SSION · 
COVER SHEET 

.. n-.. 
FROM 

Name: -M-M14tJl>tl Louf'2.e'lJCc:. 
Phone: 202·966·0042 

LCI Proj. NO.: 0 t../ 0 r~ao 7 
Project «..( 3 2. S"' "J)e'}c'JtYL ~ 

No. of Pages nncl. covea·): ~ 

If you experience difficulties With this Fax transmission, please cal~~l042 

)(AS requested o For vour review D Please comment c FYI 
c For Action . o For your approval )(Per our conversation o Additional copy 

)I( For your records )(For your use o Please distribute In vour organization 
o Hard copy to fOllow o original vra USPS c Original vJa courier a Retral'lsmlsslon 

MISSAG&· 

~t' : 
p.f>P~l> JS" T*E' fLMMS.HJ& /N'""cc;ri'otJ ~ 

Of- s-J 3./ o Cf. f<.efr'W.A : "eo~ c..J> tJcr 1 1\l s-rec::r · '1 
£J-e: wef2.E 

f'Sor CA1.L£t) irAc.tL 1t6A1 1\.\ • 
MPeNWJ:> ~~ -M....cw-o -we- &u•LJrJNU:.INkfecni'JrJ 

(2.e?ctq- oF .sf2i/-otf A-N JrJ'f-ec::rtorJ \Ne-1>\P A--'1 
!+lt,LJ( - GA./l('ft. S ~~ ON ~(l.. 8€ fl-At-F- 1 -fot2-
(V\\ ~ U-ANEcntS W AA..tt.yrn.t.f ~ S: c:,~ rs-AA1.>t • 
~~: ~M~ !~ ~~ B2~o8. We We£€ NOT 
CAu£t) ~~ rJCE" Jf-Jt.L.IS:-CM.~S WI\-! ~JN(,- IT .. n 

~'I IA_o. .4'fli_...A..,... ~ 
The tnrormatlon contalnea In tnls tran511'11$$10n Is pr1Vl189ed and/or conflc:lentlal anc:ll51nt.,nded for tne !lbre use of tne Intended NJ(;i~ient. If you 
are not the ln~noed recipient. vou may not diSc:IOsa, usa, disseminate. distribute, copy or take any action In reliance on the Information inCluded 
In this transmission In anv way. If vou receive tnls transmission In error, pleast notifY us JmmedlateJv. 

DCRA-FOIA-00063 
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5016 connecticut Avenue, NW 
washington, oc 20008-2023 

p U 8 L I . I A.:tsn b 
C RECORDs 

1202) 966-Q042 
C202l 966·1534 Fax 
AL@Lourenconsult.com 

TRANSMITTAL 

DATE September 2, 2004 LCI Proj No. 0308339 

TO FROM 
Chris Flack Armando Lourenco 

Organization Lou1·enco consultants 
DCRA I BLRA I Third-Party Inspections 
Program coordinator 

Phone No. 202-442-4554 sender's Phone 202-966-0042 

cc No. of Pages 
zXf- cover 

subject 
Final Inspection Approval Inspection Reports and Original Certification 
4635 Dexter street, NW 

a As requested 0 For your review a Please comment a FYI 
• For your records • For your approval • For processing 0 Second copy 
• For Action • For your use a Per our conversati·on 
a Faxed earlier 0 e-mailed earlier • Please distribute in your organization 

MESSACE 

Dear Chris: 

Appended are the originals of reports of final inspections performed by 
Lourenco Consultants at the address in reference, as well as the corresponding 
final inspection certifications issued under my seal and signature, for the 
official records of DCRA. LCI issued these certifications for the purpose of 
documenting the approvals necessary to issue the certificate of occupancy 
requested by the applicant. 

Please process the corresponding approvals and expedite the process of 
issuance of the certificate of occupancy. Please call me if you have any 
questions. Thank you. 

Armando Lourenco 

DCRA-FOIA-00064 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUflltWA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY-'AP:FAIRSc FO 1 A& 
BUILDING AND LAND REGULATION ADMINIS~Tif:l.N RECORDS. 5 '1~ 

THIRD-PARTY INSPECTION COMPLETION CERTIFICATION 

Project File Job Number~: ...:N..::I.:..A:.._ __________________________ _ 

Work Address: 4635 Dexter Street. NW (Permits 8425584. EL65354. AC70058. PLBG62858) 

Project Name (optional):. _________________________ ..,...-_____ _ 

Third-party Inspection Agency: Lourenco Consultants (Certification No. 16-007003) Inspection 
Discipline: 

Name of Professional-in-charge: Armando Lourenco, P .E. • Mechanical 
• Plumbing 

Name of Inspector: Russell O'Connell • Electrical 
• Construction 

Date of Final Inspection: 5/24/04. 8/30/04 (Stickers BF-1449. EF-2129. MF-1249. • Fire Protection 
D Elevators F-1092, F-1223, BF-2010, F-2015, MF-1266, PF-1185) 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Armando Lourenco , professional-in-charge of the 
third-party inspection activities performed by Lourenco Consultants 
in the project identified above, hereby certify and attest under oath 
that the final condition of the construction and installation of the 
specified units of said project were inspected under my direct 
supervision, for conformance with the construction documents 
approved by DCRA. This certification includes the discipline(s) 
checked above. The inspected systems and/or construction features 
were checked for compliance with the construction documents 
approved by DCRA and, in my professional opinion, are deemed to 
be compliant and substantially completed. 

In reliance thereof, the installation/construction of the listed 
units is recommended to be APPROVED for the inspected 
discipline(s) and the corresponding final clearance for Certificate of 
Occupancy purposes is recommended. 

Certified under my seal and signature on 912104 

Name: Armando Lourenco, • P.E., D AlA 
Professional-in-charge 

SCOPE OF CERTIFICATION 

FINAL INSPECTION 
FINAL BUILDING 

FINAL ELECTRICAL 
FINAL MECHANICAL 

FINAL PLUMBING 
FINAL FIRE PROTECTION 

INSPECTIONS 

DISCLAIMER 
The scope of this certification is restricted 
to the code and/or regulatory compliance 
inspection(s) performed by the Inspection 
Agency on behalf of DCRA, an activity 
that was eS;tablished under the Building 
and Land Regulation Administration 
Third-Party Inspections Program. The 
systems and/or construction features 
were inspected only for consistency with 
the approvod plans and for compliance 
with the minimum requirements of the 
codes and regulations enforced by 
BLRA. This certification is not to be 
construed as certification of any portion 
of the desi~1n or construction of the 
project and does not relieve the 
registered clesigner(s) of record and 
other parties of their responsibilities for 
the design 1)r construction of the project. 

Mail executed original certification to: 
Administrat,:>r 
Building and Land Regulation 
Administratiion 
941 N Capitol Street, NE, Suite 2000 
Washington, DC 20002 
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LOURENCO~@~~~~u~u~ 

5016 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20008-2023 

(202) 966-0042 
(202) 966-1534 Fax 
AL@Lourenconsult.com 

LSI Job# 0308339 

Inspection Report #083004~ 

Date: :3/30/04 

Address of Inspection: 4635 Dexter St. NW Suite 

Rev. 02102 

Permit Number: ~ f6'f Requestor:·-.--..,.-----.-Q(7~---------
~v 6 et-- e;_ 1 /i £ v b f~~<l, lfv ltto-5 q 

Inspection Discipline: ~I g. I ~Pimb. IW\IIech. _ !J Elec. 
If Fire 0 Fire FA 0 Fire FS 
0 Other: _______ _ 

Type of Inspection: 0 Groundwork 0 Rough-in 0 Concealment i) Final 
~Occupancy 0 Other: ____________ _ 

Inspection Results:--------------------~---

Action Required: ------------------------

\\:!,Approved 0 Disapproved 0 Could not inspect 0 Canceled 
o Other:. ______________ Approval Sticker #. flr.,. 20 ~t)" 

Approved plans on site: ~ Yes 0 No 
Items matched plans: ~Yes 0 No 
Is revision required? 0 Yes f!_No 
"As-builds" require~ 0 Yes }f! Jf 
Inspected by: ~fJ.) ~ ~ 
Professional-In-Charge:~ .. .. =-- A. h- -

ON/A 
ON/A 
ON/A 
ON/A 

PP-tl~fv 
·mf ~ 17.kP v 
F - ~(J ,_,.,1 

Received by: _________________ Date: _____ _ 

Reviewed by: _________________ Date: _____ _ 

DCRA-FOIA-00066 



Hillis-Carnes Engineering Associates, lncJJ C 1 ~ 10 G r F . . 
12011 Guilford Road, Suite 106 p u l 11 1 C v 

0 1 A:tlSnC; 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701 F- RECORDs 

Telephone No. 410.880.4788 
FAX No. 410.880.4098 

Transmittal 
Date: June 28, 2004 

To: Third Party Inspection Coordinator 
Attention: Mr. Chris Flack 

From: Jeff Reiss 

Re: TPI Services Performed 

Message: 

Mr. Flack, 

Please find enclosed the Certified Third Party Inspection Report Originals for the following 
projects from March 2004 through June 2004. 

Permit # 8453308 - 633 A' St., SE 
Permit# 8439697- 901 New YorkAve, NW 
Permit # 845281 0 - 4825 Dexter ·Terrace Place, NW 
Permit# 8457615- 5524 % MacArthur Blvd., NW 
Permit# 8460292- 4000 Reservoir Road, NW 
Permit# 8459038- 901 New York Ave, NW 
Permit # 8455604 - 5416 Sherrier Place, NW 
Permit# 8461863 - 4849 Rodman St., NE, 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to 
contact us. 

Sincerely, 
Hillis-eames Engineering Associates, Inc. 

Jeffrey J. Reiss 
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DCRAIOGC FOIA 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA pUB L I C R £CORD ~Ssn ~ 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAJ£RS 
BU1LDING AND LAND REGULATION ADl\1INISTRA TION 

THIRD PARTY INSPECTION CERTIFICATION 

Project Flle Job Number: 0 .31o"1 A 

Work Address: {€> '2.5 ~kiZ.. ~ 

Project Name (optional): 

Third party Inspection Agency: ""'//,:~,-.:.::fA.;..;'=--· :::6::z.::M.~"4~..=EAI::::.!:6.c;".II!!:M~~~~,AJ,::.:::'6:,__ __ Discipline: 
0 Nlechanical 

Name ofProfessionaJ.in-charge: _/Z-'-'"'~r.::&o.f.;:.:'4~T.;..:~~f__,;-d.:::;..:.._.&~,·.!::t,:.:L-::::.._____ 0 P!lumbing 
A 0 Electrical 

Name of Inspector: -:::rq;::- ~e;,ss ]i!! Construction 

Date of Inspection: _ __..tv.. ........ _Ay....&......;.;.~_n.n __ -z.o_o<f_...__ 

CERTIFICATION 

I. -z:;;;,A"y ,d'. At: <::t- . . professional-in-
charge of the third party inspection activities perfonned by 
in the project identified above. hereby certify aild attest under oath that the 
construction and installation of said project were inspected under my ~d!fect 
supervision. for confonnance with the applicable requirements of the~ 1999 
District of Columbia Construction Codes and/or of the 0 District of 
Columbia Zoning Regulations. This certification includes the discipline(s) 
checked above. Unless limited to a specifically identified narrower scope. 
attached hereto, the systems and/or construction features covered by tbis 
certification are all those covered by the discipline(s) checked above. These 
systems and/or construction features were checked for confonnance with the 
relevant codes and regulations and. in my professional opinion, are deemed 
to be compliant. 

In reliance thereof, the inspection is recommended to be APPROVED. 

Certified under my seal and signature on :::J;~ zz¢ 200-1,_. 

0 Fire 
0 E.levaton 

SCOPE OF CERTJFICATION 

}I( All inspccticoQS of checked disciplines 

0 Partial scope:. per attached list 

DISCLAIMER 

The scope of this certification is ~cted to 
the code and/or :regulatol)' compliance 
inspcction(s) pc:Ifonned by the Inspection 
Agency on behalf ofDCRA, an activity that 
was established under the Building and Land 
Regulation Adrninistration Thini party 
Inspection PIOJp11m. The systems and/or 
construction featmes wen= inspected only for 
consistency with the approved plans and for 
compllimce with the minimum ~nts 
of the codes ud segu)ations enforced by 
BLRA. This certification is not to be 
consttued as cc~rtification of any portion t>f 
the design or construction of the project and 
does not n=Ji~·e the segistc..:d designer(s) of 
record and other parties of their 
responsibilities for the design or -construction 
of the project. 

Mail executed original -certification to: 

Administrator 
Building and :l.and Regulation Administration 
941 N Capitoil Street. NE, Suite 2000 
Washington, DC 20002 
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Hillis-Carnes Engineering 
DCRA 3nl Party Inspection 

Inspection R1jp~;r~ ~G f. :s ps-o~ 
1 !JI v rDIA ._ 1 ~ 

12011 Guilford Road, Ste. 106 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701 

p u a t 1 c R E coR o s~') I 

HCEA Job# Q 341) ]11 

Date: ~4/o4 

Sticker # B- '2%b 

Re-inspection - Ref.# 

JobName: i'f-vs- ~& ~ 

Address of Inspection: --------------­

Area being inspected, Column lines and level: \ ~ -z.c!!!- c 5 f2d,_ 
I 

Rev. 2, 9-29-2003 

Page 1 of ( 

r.J., l.---.)0 7 t. IJ CdJ 
Permit Number: 4 -tJ--z.g'J'{.) ~ Requestor: 6,-u.G Gfh:1 

Inspection Discipline: X Bldg. 
o Elec. 

o Plumb. o Mech. 
0 Fire 0 Other: ---------

Type of Inspection: 0 Groundwork 
0 Occupancy 

Inspection Results: 
/J 

0 Rough-in ~Concealment 
0 Other: -------

Additional comments on back of this sheet: Yes __ No 

Action Required: 

o Final 

. }2pproved D Disapproved 

(~_?!her: _____ _,~------------------------·--------
Approved plans on site: ~Yes 0 No 0 N/A 

0 Unable to inspect 0 Canceled 

Items matched plans: '{8=¥es 0 No 0 N/A 
Is revision required? 0 Yes 0 N/A 
"As-builds" required: 0 Yes 0 N/A 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA GOVERNM!NrVB6e ftt . 

®Uirt nf tlyt §urll'tynr PUBL 1 c REco:;t"''1 ~o 
Wall Report for .. ~9Y~~.~~ .. ~ ;3.8.1 ... ~9:r. .~qE? . ... 
Scale:l inch =. ~0 .feet Recorded Jn Book A t.f. . Page.~ '3/!>.? 
~ S.O. Receipt No .. 5.":" .C?.<f:?.7Z..P 

Received by. <~~~r('. 
i)Ul'YG)'Or, U,\1, r . 

Date:.~~.~· .. Z~q:J ... . 

WJ\Ll TEST REPORT 

DCRA-FOiA-00073 

REGISTERED LAND SVRMOR'S CERTlFJCATlQN 

I certl/y that the IPilll locaUODs shoJm 
hereoiJ have beeo. determilJed by me or 
UJJder my direction, .ilJ accorduce Jrith 
Chapter ZB of TiUe 10 DCJIR, ud that I 
have IJot engeged .ilJ t.be coiJBtrucUon 
layout olJ this site. 

t4sW~ 
~~ieuo-:> 

CINDER BLOCK CORNERS L< 



DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
HOUSING REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 

• • ,.. "' GC:WI!RNMfJI'f Of THe 
. DISTIUCT OP 

·-cowMatil 

NEIGHBORHOOD ~TABILIZATION PR.OG~ Bit A I fj 6 6 F B I A L~ 11 ~ 
POST omCE BOX NUMBER 37100 WASHINGTON, D.c. 200t¥m3 L 1 C R E CDR D { 7 

HOUSING VIO-LATION NOTICE 

Notice No.: 52479 7 Monday; October 25, 2004 

·order for the correction 
Of conditions at 4825 DEXTER TR NW WASHINGTON DC 

Ward: -=-3------- Square: --=..:13;.;:8:..=.1 _____ wt: 0806 Cluster: __;;.13::;._ ___ _ 

0 CONSTANDIN ECONOMIDES NOTICE: A recent inspection of the premise!; listed was made by a representative of this 
_T_: _______ A ____________ Division in conformance with the District of CoLumbia Municipal Regulations-Title 14. This 

4 825 DEXTER TER NW notice is to inform you that the items indicated are in violation of existing laws and regulations. 
-------------------- Accordingly, you are hereby ordered to correct these violations within the time specified below. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007 If you fail to correct the violations in the time sp(:cified, the DCRA Civillnfractions Act of 1985 
_______ _.;..____________ allows the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs to impose fines for violations like 

-------------------- the ones described herewith. Other laws allow for criminal prosecution as an alternative. 

Housiitg 'Busiiless 'License: 'Lie. No.: ------------ -cust. ·No.: 
Corporation Name:- Billing Name: 
Trade Name: --------------- Billing Address: 

D.C. Resident Agent Agent's Address: -----No. ofUnits: Rental Accom. Reg. No.: :Date of License: -------------------
-'Certificate ofOceupancy: 
Registrant's Name: --------------------- Date ofRegistration: CofONo.: ------

NOTICE: The failure to abate any of the violations cited in' this notice within the timeframe provided for 
abatement in the "Completion Time Limit Column" will result in the imposition of a re-insp~ction fee of 
$90.00. 

IMPORT ANT: See Last Page for Instructions 

Completion Amount Sequence OADJ DCMR14 Description Time-Limit from of Fine Number Date. of Service 
Pennitting noise to enanate from .construction.(excludinghome :r-epairs) 
within residential special purpose or water- frontzone.on.any stiDday or 

1 028032 2803.2- legal holiday~or after 7:00PM and before 7:00AM .on any weekday); 20 7 days $500.00 
DCMR.2803.1 & 2803.2. . 
Location: Rear ofBuilding N-'. v'~>LA-r, -~s 

Potential Total Fine: $500.00 

Responsible Party Signature 
By Order of the Director oftlie Department ofConsumer and 

~ (['. Regulatory ~-442-4972 H 

(Print Name) Responsible Party 

g_elationsliiP to Resp. Person: 

Inspector's Signature Telephone No. Badge No. 

1Vfimdoza ·Lowery 
(Print N arne) Housing Inspector 

Date: _______ _:..... _____ Time: 
Inspection Date: 1012;;;..;5;..;..;/2;;;..;00~4--- Time: 02:09pm 

Notice Served By: Mandoza Lowery R .. inspection Date: u . l 7. o..er- Time: IZ.: CJO 1 
DCRA-FOIA-00111 



-1\ ~,11o 
lMPORTANT: Jn 1he event ~fyour'failure-to correct said conditions or show cause why you sbould not be required to do so, 
f"!le Mayor of_tbe D~ct of ~olumbia, u.nder the authority_ ofS~on 42-31~1-~fthe Ye:R,f~14f61POCJ;ijsljtpn as amended), 
may cause satd condttton to be corrected; assess the cost -and all expenses m~td~ thereto, .'15 a tax ~sf'the ~ on 
which said condition existed; carry such tax on the regular tax rolls of the DistriCt oid:lilrthi; 4PH c.eJMJ~uch tax m the 
same manner as general taxes in the District are collected 

The correction of any of the fo1lowing conditions -by the Mayor will not, ·however, relieve you from ·fines imposed under the 
DCRA Civil Infractions Act of 1985, or criminal prosecution and punishment for having caused or allowed such unlawful 
condition to arise, or for having failed or refused to correct same. 

lf a ·Housing ·susiness ·License is required for the lawful operation of the premises, failure to correct the following vioiations 
may result in denial, suspension, or revocation of said license. Any application for said license may be denied without regard 
to whether the time specifred herein for correction of violations has or has not expired . 

.t\.ny change in occupancy or space within the premises during the pendency !)fthis notice may cause ·a change to be made in 
the requirements for abatement, and may result in additional violations or the elimination of o~rtain violations. 

The following sections of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations, Title 14 (Housing), are provided for your guidance 
and information: 

·section "I 10.1 Any repair or 1m:provement which may-be required ·by\ notice issued under the authority ofthis 
subtitle for which a permit is required shall not be made until a permit has been issued by the District. 

Section 110.3 AU wotk performed Wider a permit shall be done in accordance with all applicab1e 1aws and 
regulations. H there is any difference. in standards between this subtitle and other applicable regulations of the 
District, the provisions ofthis subtitle shall apply. 

·section 701.3 Materia1·used in making any repair s1lal1 be of a quality andlcind suitab1e for lhe pUrpose for 
which it is used, and of a kind normally used by a good mechanic in the appropriate 1rade. Each repair shall be 
done in a workmanlike manner. 

Adjudication of any infraction ofthe Housing Regnlations of the District of-columbia shat! be pursuant to Titles I-m of the 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infraction Act of 1985, D.C. Law 6-42, D.C. Code $6701 et seq. (1996 
Supp ). Any owner, ·ficensee, or operator of any premises subjectto the provisions df this subtitle who is adversely a1fecte<lby 
a determination made pursuant to this subtitle or title I or ll of the Department of Conswner and Regulatory Affairs Civil 
·Infractions Act ofl985 may·fite an appeal in writing with ·the ·Board of Appeals and Review. The appeal sha:Ube filed within 
ten (10) days after the date of service of the notice of violation unless, in the public interest, the notice of violation specifies a 
period of less than ten (10) days, but not less than twenty-four hours, within which to file an appeal. 

Variances may ·be granted when notices are not in error, -but where the full performance ofthe act required--by the RegUlations 
would result in exceptional or undue hardship by reason of excessive structural or mechanical difficulty or impracticability of 
·bringing the premises affectetf into full compliance with the ·Regulations. :Financial -har&:hip is not a sufficient ·basis for a 
variance. Variances are limited to what is necessary to relieve the exceptional or undue hilfdship, and may be granted only 
-when they are consistent with the basic intent of the Regulations. Requests for variances shoUld be directed to the 
Administrator, Housing Regulation Administration, Room 7100, 941 North Capitol Street, N.E., W ashlligton, D.C. 20002. All 
appeals and- requests for variances must be filed in writing within the period- specified in th~~ notice ·for compliance therewith, 
but in no case more than .I 0 days after service of such notice. 

Extension requests must -be in writing and submitted to the Director, Neighborhood ·stabifu:ation Prograro, "941 North 'Capitol 
Street, Room 7100, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002 prior to the expiration of time set for CCimpliance. Extensions will not be 
granted unless the party demonstrates tba:t (a) ·he ·bad ·been proceeding in good· faith to conect ·fhe violations, and (b) there is 
good cause for the delay. 

Shouid you require assistance~ please can me tetepbone nuniber that appears on the notice ·tetween the hours of'S:lS a.m. and 
10:00 a.m., and request the Inspector whose name appears on the front of this violation notice. 

DCRA-FOIA-00112 



Acti-vi-ty Log 

Complaint to Address 

52479_7 4825 DEXTER TR NW 

Datemme: 11/17/2004 3:56:21 PM 
Tenant: 

Contact Per: 
Date Sched.: 11/17/2004 

Emergency: ·No 
Entrance N/A 

Door: 
Entrance 

Locks: 
Mail 

Boxes: 
Business 
License: 

Res.Mgr. 
Name: 

Date/Time 
Entered 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

Inspector Assigned: Lowery, Mandoza 
Tenant Phone No.: 

Contact Phone No.: 
.Date Conducted 111'17/2004 

Sidewalks: N/A 

Steps/Rails: N/A 

Smoke 
N/A 

Detectors: 
Residential Nc 

~Y~anager: 
Res. Mgr. 

Apartment:. 

Remarks -Signature 

11/17/2004 
4:03:13 PM 

11117/04: Inspection was conducted on 1 0/22/04 and no violations 
-of D.C. Code 20 for noise existed a 30 day survey was iniatiated 
and a second reinspection has taken place and no violations were Lowery,Mandoza 
noted the case will be closed at this time. 

Page 1 ofl DCRA-FOIA-00113 



CASE "fltJMBJ::R: B!. 
~-------

21

·.:~ -·· 5~17q 
ttfA/ttfifr FBIA. ~ 

SE:C'I'ION: --- 'I'YPE: __ _ PROG: 
souRcE= Pl:IB l' c o~ECuRn~o 

1. STRE!'l' ADDRESS COMPLAINED OP: 

4C0"Z S"' 1/~}('7""~ ~ APT: 

~~~n~·s~·-~S~·~IS~J~~~C-~-~~~~~~~~~~~n-~~~~~--~S===~~-
;t=:L0it~ S+- p CJ ADDRESS: ::174) 

2. 

HOME TELEPHONE: c.;:2{)2l-9 {c;(o-s<bC(~ WORI: _ _.-:::s=.~./_4_, ____________ _ 

-----~--------- AP'l': :'>.,. J. RESIDZR'l" MGlh 'l'ELE: 

4. HATtJU or COMPLA.Ill'l'a PLEASE REFER TO CODE MANUAL FOR ADDITIONAL COMPLAINT CODES! 

___ Air conditioning. (]Defect. 001 (]Leaking 002 
Bathtub, Obstructed or Leaking 203 
Ceiling CJ Pellll4_(J Leak 110 (] Peel144 

. Door (] Defective 116 CJ No Lock 018 
----Faucets, Defective 123 
---Filthy condition. occupant Liv~ng in 205 
____ FORANCE/heating facility, Defective 028 

Flooded Unit/ Rouse 
____ Downspouts/Gutters, Obstructed 031 
____ Insects CJ Bugs/Fleas lll 

BEAT, (] No 033 ( ] Beat and Hot Water, No 196 
----Mice/Rats 054 
----Pipes, Leaking in Kitchen, Bathroom 047 
-ROACHES 153 
---Sewage, (] Leaking 056 (] Sewer/Obstructed 202 
-Stove, CJ NO 065 [] Defective 164 ::::cJ Tenant Petition 156 (] Hardship 157 

Toilet, CJ Defect.l67 (] Obstruct/Leak 057 
___ Trash Receptacles, Inadequate/NO 170 
_vacant Bouse, Drug Activity/Squatters 194 

WATER, ( J Cut Off 078 (] Water. No Bot 197 
Window Cl Rotted 182 CJ Panes Broken 183 

NA'1'UU or COMPLA.Ill'l' CODB(S) 1 

Bathroom, No Sink/Toilet 007 
Cap. Improvement 155 
ComJDOn Areas Unclean 209 

--..-Electricity, NO 021 
---Feces, [] Human 077 (] Dog 042 
---Floors, Def•ctive 127 
-Garbage/Trash/Mise· •. Refuse 171 
---Gas Cut Off/NO GAS 215 
---Drainaqe. Obstruct/teak· 214 
----F1ies/Ka9gOtS 212 
-Mailbox, Broken, Missing 139 
----MULTIPLE ~.OOTINE VIOLATIONS 143 
-Retrig, []Defect. 1Sl ( l NO 152 
-Roof, Leaking OSS 
-smoke Detector, No/De feet. 061 
_sockets/O!Jt:lets, Defect. 120 

Trash/Debris 115 
Tree, Dead or Disease 213 

Walls, (J Holes 175 (J Crack 206 
_Window, Missing/No screen lBS 

5. REMAKKSa ______________________________________________________________________ ___ 

·································································~······················· CTMR HO'l'ZS 1 RK CK CBRB RD / RK Cit FORD RD / N R BURGHS A 'I / M L KING AV 
SECTION 9 • SAU, LEAD, NOISE 

·································································~······················· 
OWNERSHIP RESEARCH 

DATA SOURCE (CHECK ONE): [ ] CLOSED FILE [ ] CTMR ( ] LICENCE s;YS* ( ] LUSK 

*( ] l90:0PERATING WITHOUT A BSING LICENSE: CASEI: ~R-l __________ _ NOTICE ; : 

SQUARE: LOT: 
OWNER: ________________________________ _ ST: ____ __.__.__.__.__. _____________________ ___ 

SUITE:_ CITY/STATE: ________________ ZIP:_ PHONEI ____ _ 

AGENT: ADDR: PBONEt: 

REC"D BY ------------------------------- TUlE =------
0530e:Pg3:3/ll/93:lff 
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OCRA/tlo t fOIA l{p 
PUBLIC RECORDgt~' 

\o . 'Z-'5"" . o4 
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DCRA/OGC FOIA 1t~11 (o 
PUBl l C RECORDS 

\o . z.s-. o4 

"' . 
<S'-""=>.c_ • u N ~~ c....o rJ S( l't.M err \ o- 1 \...)o \) 1..0~_,- \ ov- .5 
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0 C f? A I 0 6 C F U I A ~S 11 ~ 
PUBLIC RECORDS 
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DEPARTMENTOFCONSUMERANDREGULATORY AFPW/05 E FO I A 1\:')11£ 

BUlLDINGANDLANDREGULATIONADMINISTRAT~ll c RECORDS 
941 NORTH CAPI'I'.OL STREET, NE, SUITE 2000 . 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
442-4564 

INSPECTION SCHEDULING & COMPLAINT FORM 

Date Received: " 0 · 2.' · 0 4 Complaint No.:--------

Source of Complaint 

0 Telephone 0 Mail 0 Walk-In [H'lnternal 
0 I.Q. Correspondence No: __ 
0 Referred to Another Administration (identify): __ 

Type of Complaint 

~onstr. 0 Plumbing D Electrical 
D Mech. 0 Elevator ILl! Structural 
0 Home 0 Business 10 Vacant Lot 
D Vacant Bldg. D Zoning 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: +S 2-s- P.£X~ --r:£~ . ~ · v.J . 

COMPLAINANT INFORMATION: E/51£ C~ 
Name { r!J:nteu-nJzcSl._.. Q..Cv77.~ .) 

Lf747 -F~) .:5-f- Qu..J PC, c9oo:J / 
Number Street Suite/Apt. Zip Code 

Telephone No: Home:OL.DOl-. 9 (t;(o Work:-----
5--g--qel-" 

Cell:-------
Fax: ______ _ 

ANONYMOUS COMPLAINANT [ ] 

Nature _).~ 

45 as:rJSI?-3' Hltbt-J X ~50 Ff 
~~ --n 0 AJOI· 1::55 0 ~ APY M0}'3(9. F81Zm itS 

~~/ Ifyottllave a ~tten complaint, you may attach it. If additional space is reqwred, attach a separate sheet 

Complaint Processed by:----------------
Date Complaint Forwarded to Division:------------
Scheduled Inspection Date:--------------­
Inspector's Name:------------------

Rev. 7/6/04 
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'*·**ci- .., ~ DEPARTMENTOFCONSUMERAND-REGUULTOfiYAFFAIRS 

F nn BLRA-15 · I 
.... f. .. ;~=:c'~ 1 f \ BUILDING AND LAND FIEGULATION ADM!NIE:TRAT!ON 

{A , . 9131!'91 'I 1 ~(.... . BUILDING PERMIT PERMIT NO. 8460927 
Date :~:~.~~~ 04 (Type). RETAINDTG ·WALL 
Addmss' c I w1M'k . Lot 896 Square 1381 

. ~ h b4825 DEXTER. 'f.ER.. , W,. · JOT~L~-E~r.EE"" · S Pennlssl~ 1·, q~ ere y gra1:1tecl to~ ~ ·r ;t ooor · ·· IJt:.t<I'!MENJ 
~&,?, All a · · · " 

~"'''!tlllii~P.SHAe~B$.atlhe eg:irJ< 1. 05/07/0-\,Rt£ 14:22 C#.lO!l..k;!..:i~j~l.J-------. 
=~~~~'E:UJ: ·~;:~: ~~~~~;~:;;,on~ancewlth the conditions Reci!·iP.ti OSS}~ pJ\l~JfE~'Et $*~1 5:.HIO f!so .. oo j 
A.uthoflted ~~ :l a-id conditions of pmlormanca lhereot: EB2~·0G 1215 BUILD, "3TRU.CTtME & -~ · 

. FOR INSPECTI<ONS CALL.ifl~Mh: 442-4\Sl 
~Oif:S~I-~:~ C:'l: NEW RE~NING WALL AROlJliD: J.mAlt YARD A~ PER PLANS .. 
Jf;lirl!~,r J f [)N OWNER S LAND • 

Builder­
Width ol H ~ g:s 
Zonell-.1·· ~-
Height o! t! 1-llt:e above grade 
Address··: f :twner 

Length 

Depor.lt J11:" : SAME Amount $ 
OEPARTME" I i•F"CONSUMER ANO REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

!~eight•. 

To be occupied 1js 
Projectlohs: 

'/alue $ No. of Bldgs. 
No. of Stciies 2~ 

OCRA/OGC FOIA .• :i\S,lG 
PUBLIC RECORDS 

DCRA-FOIA-00119 
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PE~MITNb>:­
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::· 

. FRANK · I;CONOMIDES 

COII1ROCTOR'S-: : 

--~ -~. 

·" .·;:.· .. :· 

-~.& 

IIASTER~:. 
;. '· ~= 
·.-.·; . :..· 

RODOU_SKKiS CONSTANTiN 

·_ ... :. ": < ····:: 
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o~ -o~:· c]·· 

;::E ~ Tw~ :~~LY ~jL~N!' .. · 
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THIS. PERMIT IS VALiD O.NLY FOR THE PREMIS~S . 
OF THE PROJECT ADDRESS 
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;-: 

··' 

.. 1381 
... =~ ... ~~ 

wARD.'· .. 3 

:· .•. ··:• 

: ·,. 

DATE:. 

·-oooo-· 
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' . 
·{· 

• :,· ZONE!: 
. :: 

R1A .. 
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PERMIT NO. 

E 58152 

C&AINC 

IIAS161 B.ECIRICIAH : 

RODOUSKKIS CONSTANTIN 

.. ·· 

R4' DETACHED SINGLE ~AMILY 

. ·.;· ~ 

. --~ 

;.~. ~-·· 

1 

1 

1 

··f..:· ..• 

THIS PERMIT IS VALID ONLY FOR THE PREMISES 
OF THE PROJECT ADDRESS 

~ .. 

PERWT CLERK: 

L. BARKSDALE 

1381 
.<~ 

_;:. 

. . f •• -:~· •• , : :: .•• 

BLDG PMT. 845281 Cl 
:' 

DATE 7/15/2003 

.:'.; 

sus.· (301)277-8370 X 

FAX. 

. THIS PERMIT MUST AI.WAYS 

EXPIRATION DATE: 

Jul-15.; 2004 

DCRA-FOIA-00124 
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ADDRESS OF: PROJECt: .. 

4825 DEXTER TER N~ . 
": .: 

.OWNER'S NAME: 

FRANK ECONOMIDES 

CoNTRACTOR'S NAME :: 

:. . . .. . .. ~:.. 

METROPOLITAN FIRE PROTECTION 
.... ·· 

.·MASTER PLUMBER : .. 

. . .. .. . ~~ 

.. ~· \ ··:' '\-
. ·~ 

:-·· 

,·, ·) .. :.' 

.. ,: 

··.~ : 
: ~· 

. ·' 

OWNER'S ~DDRESS: · 
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.: ... -· 
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(iquare) . .' ·.•· '· .·. · 

WARD,:; 3 ·; ..... 
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~t~s. . '(~,01 )a.&_~ob~~ 'ie 
. ~-

.:·- ',• 

-~ 

;;::.-~..;: 
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-·:. ; .. ~· _., ;~- ~ -.~---

.;• ·~:... ~-:·l / 
.. ~;- -:. :' ~~ ~ .. ~~ •.;· 

:::·· 
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·,:··r 
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
BUILDING AND LAND REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDING li'!SPECTION DIVISION 

STOP WORK 
ADDRESS : 'f82::5~ ]Je_xTe_,r- 1"bY-<..tZ. . .. 

D C R A I 0 G C F 0 1 A.j[: S ,1 (o 

PUBLIC RECORDS 

I , 

VIOLATION: (Section/s) ~_e):_ 1'/v £i w;bfau,?:2%;11d.t fi:-
::=u_ . 7 ~· a_ ~ L2_ ___ L_ 

. 35;1?\"z:--e::= 0 £. 7f/(Z' :zcc 11?LfZT ~ 
PROPER PQ_{'I'1-\\, t:s. SHALL BE OBTI\INED AND OR POSTED PRIOR TO THE CONTINUATION OF ANY WORK. 
ANY AND All PERSONS ACTlNG CONTRARY TO THIS NOTICE SHAll BE SUBJECT TO A FINE/PROSECUTION OR BOTH. 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT(S) MUST BE FILED OR REMOVAL OF VIOLATION !MUST OCCUR WITHIN·---~-._ 
HOURS/DAYS FROM THE POST~G OF THIS NOTICE. ! 

~Construction Electrical ~~umbing 
442-4641 4 ~ \f44A642 / 

/I,'S'f l//'2-/ot/ ( 
Time / /Date / --+-. ~~._c~~~~~iF-\o,..c......;~--

o 03BU wd-251 

DCRA-FOIA-00166 
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* * * IOllll""'l"l or tnt 
- IISIIIIC'IOr 
- CO\UMIIA 
tlPA-43 
CR" 10/111 

DEPARTMENT 01-- CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
BUILDING AND LAND REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDU~G I~SPECTION DIVISION 

STOP WORK 
tfJ7;5 Jkt:itt/1.::: ~ 114 A) 

PROPER SHALL IIIE OBTAINED AND OR POSTED PRIOR TO THE CONTINUATION OF ANY WORK. 
ANY AND ALl PERSONS ACTlNG CONTRARY TO THIS NOTBCE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A FINE/PROSECUTION OR BOTH. 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT(S) MUST BE FILED OR REMOVAl Of VIOLATION MUST OCCUR WITHIN---~ 
HOURS/DAYS FROM THE POS~·' . . F THIS NOTICE. .:Jf/l. A ibG 

0 Construction · ·. Electrical 0 Plumbing 0 Elevator 0 Boiler 
442.::fa-641 42~4643. 442-4642 442 - ij)1.. 442-4630 

~~~~vt II '-~-ot;· 
Time Date 

II 0389 wd-251 

DCRA-FOIA-00167 
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- lllfiiCID, 
- ID\UMIIM 
1·41 
• 1DIIll 

DDRESS : 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND ·REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
BUILDING AND I:.A!m REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDING INSPECTION DIVISION 

. __ . / , IJ/;;fJ Wor · ;;q .f?P~ ~..:.•,, .:e -7 P-er!'1r· :~ )'-! 3$0 
IIOPER : ,.·; .:;, :-;;., .. ,·:. __ ,""ff . SHALL DIE OBTAINbi·AND OR POSTED PRIIYR Td THE CONTINUATI N OF ANY WORII 
tll l\RD All PERSOHS ACTING COHTRJ\81 TO THlS NDT~~'E SHALl BE SUBJECT TO A f1HE/PROSECU1'1Dtl 01\ BOTI\ 

PPLICATION FOR PERMIT(S) MUST BE FILED OR REMO~AL OF VIOLATION MUST OCCUR WITHIN- :.:J ._, :-/ 

OURS/DAYS FROM THE POSTINO OF THIS NOTICE. ~,. /1~ t/11l/f.· ~J1At/- afn., ~. ,?': ~'e 
~~ Vn-·C.. 

0 construction 0 Electrical El Plumbing 0 Elevator J6t ollor S' t/11.~· 
442.-4641 . 442.-4643 442.-4642. , ___ ,., /~ 442-46~4 .... ..-.-·· 44~-4630 /.r;·~~~ 

.. , .:~.~:.)/ /j~~·; /.-<.-· 2-·0t./ ...-;;:~~;::.~ /~~~"...r---····-· ... 
- ~~· • • < __ ... , .... ·$ .•. "!"'- ~· ......... . •.... - ~ 3 .~iC::::::s i 

Time • L r . 1 Date 1. ' L. Official / .-·· -·~r"'"" ·t-· ,.,-.-
1381wd.zat .,S.)_ f!A'f/t:.-1"{_ 1'-/X. T<:.v12- CC>t..(~ r o 'I ~-'i'C... ~ /- If!!.-·/~'/. tt::'.<r 

t:: 
'J' '*(/) 
<t c::l 

0:::: 
0 0 
LJ... u 

LL.l 
L.) a::: 
CDU 
0 
........ <__. 
a::::c:::l 
w :::::::> 
0 0... 
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- 4111.UMIII 
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DDRESS : 

IOLATION: 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND ·REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
BUILDING AND I:.A!m REGULATIOH ADMINISTQATION 

BUILDING INSPECTION DIVISION 

.. -- ~ .I... _.,;.'·j:·: :~ ... -~ 

_ ... , ' lJ / 5· f) {A.)o r I ;rJ .r?&J~ .5(_ ..:..•, :.e ~ P-er 1'1 r - ! ~ l 1. 2 t.; J 9'0 
!lOPER .. ,--,' ~·. :-:.p (. J:. · ,,._"". SHALL IIIE OBTAINbl· NO OR POSTED PRiffR TO THE CDNnNUATI N OF ANY 'WORII 
yy ARB ALL PERSONS ACTING CONTRARY TO THIS NO~~E SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A fiHE/PROSECUT1DH OR BOTI! 

PPLICATION FOR PERMIT{S) MUST BE FILED OR REMQ~Al OF VIOLATION MUST OCCUR WITHIN- ~) --" z; 
OURS/DAYS FROM THE POmKD OF THIS NOTICE. ~ /1/C t/11;& 7-JvJW;/- 'ii"V~ ~ 

0 construction 0 Electrical B Plumbing 0 Elevator J6l. 6oller .'!)' tl,,.&· 
442.-4641 . 442.-4643 442.-4642. .-.;" __ ).42-4634 ..... ~-~-··:;> 44Z-4630 ~,J.t,I4J 

•.. , •. f} .- 0 -. -~··-:,-"'' ..... ..-;:-? --:/· ~-....-;:_.::-: ...... . · . · .•. • .. ~:.} / .t.'l_ .... ~ ... ·:.· J' ~ ~ .- •• r / ., , .... ,. ~ .•. ---
- r , .- ··-· 1-· _... v /..··./,.:,·~............. ..~ ...... <'?" .• ..--"1"" .•. ,, • . A """,·-·-··-.. ·-· ···· 

1381 wd.211 

~Time 
("" 

:]' 
~en 
<t Q 

0::: 
0 0 
LJ._ (...) 

UJ 
0::: 

, L r · 1 Date -1-
0 

M. "". n' ....... , L Official / c· r :r~C,./,. 
~"1/c:-~ r"/XT.:v-12- C.e»L.tl'fr ., L.>--r.._"C. /- 4!-. / /, f-1'-~·· ./ 
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. :~. ' 
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~~~ ~sf '~AP'.~oL st 
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':';;•:,_ . 

'•{ .... • 

:· ... 

.-· .. --
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-~- .. 
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ZONE: R1A 

OYfNER'S TELEPHONE NO. 

CONTRACTOR'S PHONE NO. 
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FAX. 

-··-~ 

:.:;: 

. :~--

-~-
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G:>VERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPAETMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFI<'AIRS 

Bui 1U ng and Land Regulation .Adi ninistration 
Qffi,:e of the Administral or 

December 7, 2004 

Frank and Diana Ec >nomides 
4825 Dexter Terract:, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. ~0018 

*** • • 

Re: Stop Work Order at 4825 Dexter Terrace, N.W. 

I)ear Mr. and Ms. E~onomides: 

OCRA/OGC FOIA *-"')(\{# 

PUBLIC RECORDS 

:Fursuant to District :>f Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR) Title 12, § 1 02.2, a Stop Work 
Order (SWO) was i~ sued November 29, 2004, for unauthorized construction subsequent to the 
i;suance of three pre:vious SWOs. 

1 • ou will recall a SV TO was issued November 2, 2004, by Inspector Juan Scott for working 
without posting the · m>per permits. The SWO was issued also because a review of the permit 
f:.led revealed that n > record existed that permitted the razing of the existing building and that a 
building permit for 11ew construction was improperly issued to you as a revised permit. 

1berefore, and in ac~ordance with the agreement reached with you in the meeting November 30, 
2004, which includ~ d staff of the Building and Land Regulation Administration, the Zoning 
Administrator's Off.ce, the Environmental Division ofthe Department ofHe~dth (DOH), you are 
l:.ereby required to s 1bmit plans and a DC Surveyor's Plat for a comprehensive review of the 
proposed new constuction. Additionally, you are required to submit a Raze Pem1it Application 
hrreview. 

DOH staff expresse•l a concern about erosion problems at the construction site, therefore, giving 
you the permission 10 recommence site grading and erosion control of the subjec:t property. 

:Reports continue to reach the Department of continued illegal work outside the :;cope of DOH 
allowances, notwith;tanding a standing Stop Work Order. Please be advised tha.t no work is 
permitted outside of site grading, erosion and sediment control work. Any work outside this 
s·::ope will be deemed a violation of a Stop Work Order and will be vigorously alld appropriately 
enforced. 

1 be SWO will remain in effect, other than site work permitted by DOH, until th~ review and 
subsequent approva: of the required plans are completed. 

f'ursuant to 12 DCJ\!R § 112.1, you have a right to appeal this Stop Work Order. That section 
provides: 

DCRA-FOIA-00173 

941 Ncrth Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 2000, Washington, D.C. 20002 
Phone: (202) 442-4455 Fax: (202) 442-4863 
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PUBLIC RECORDSl 

APPEALS , ¥!THIN THE DEPARTMENT: The owner of a building or structure or any 
other persor may initiate an appeal, within the Department from official order, 
interpretatic ns, refusals to grant approval or modifications, and other official actions or 
decisions, ir .eluding appeals related to the D.C. Fire Prevention Code., Claimants shall 
appeal usin1; a form provided by the code official, on which they shall state the grounds 
for the apped, which shall be based on a claim that the true intent of the Construction 
Codes or tht: rules legally adopted hereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the 
provisions c f the Construction Codes do not fully apply, or that an equally good or better 
form of con ;truction can be used. The appeal shall be filed within 15 days from the date 
of the writtm letter. 

111 order to exercise :his right you must request an appeal, on the enclosed appeal Request Form, 
t.llliled within three ~3) calendar days of service of this notice on you. The Appeal Request Form 
should be mailed fint class postage pre-paid to the Reviewing Official. Mr. I)e:nzil Noble, Acting 
Zoning Administrat >r, Building and Land Regulation Administration, Departinent of Consumer 
and Regulatory Affi.irs, 941 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 2000, Washington, D.C. 20002. 
Alternatively, you n my hand-deliver the Appeal Request Form to the Reviewing Official at the 
same address, within three (3) calendar days of service of this notice on you. A copy of your 
Appeal Request Form and of any other pleading or other relevant communication in this case 
should also be deliv~ed or sent to Ms. Julie Lee, General Counsel, Department of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs, 941 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 9400, Washington, D.C. 20002. 

Within three (3) wo~king days of the Department's receipt of your appeal, then~viewing official 
shall affirm, modify, or reverse the Department's previous action or decision. If the reviewing 
c:.fficial affirms or rr .odifies the previous action or decision, the claimant may request a review of 
t:1e matter by the Director. Further, if the reviewing official does not act upon the appeal within 
t1ree (3) working dHys, the decision will be deemed approved and the claimant may proceed to 
r oquest the review t y the Director. The appeal may be submitted by mail or in person, in the 
r1anner described al>ove for the initial appeal, to the Director, Department of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs, 941 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 9100, Washington, D.C. 20002. The 
Director will act on the appeal within three (3) working days after receipt The decision of the 
Director shall be the: fmal decision of the Department. If the Director does nQt act within the 
three {3) working day period, or denies the appeal, you may further appeal the tna.tter to the 
District of Columbi 1 Board of Appeals and Review by filing an appeal by mail ~or in person, in 
the manner des crib~ d above for the initial appeal, addressed to the Board of A-Pl>eals and Review, 
.:141 Fourth Street, N.W., .Suite 540 South, Washington, D.C. 20001, within thr€:e (3) working 
days of the Director's decision. 

Cc: Toye Bello 
Julie Lee 

DCRA-FOIA-00174 



WILMER CUTLER PICKERING 
HALE AND DQRRu.e 

By Fax and First Class Mail 

Deborah Britt 
FOIA Officer 

February 23, 2005 

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
Office of the General Counsel 
941 North Capitol Street, NE 
Suite 9400 
Washington, DC 20002 

Re: BZA Appeal No. 17285 

Dear Ms. Britt: 

Patrick _I. Carome 

2445 M STREET NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20037 

+I 202 663 6610 

+I 202 663 6363 fax 

patrick.carome@wilmemale.cc 

This letter follows up on our telephone conversation yesterday regarding the DCRA's 
partial and untimely response to my pending FOIA request of January 10. As I indicated, I had a 
variety of questions and concerns after receiving your letter ofF ebruary 18 and the 203 pages of 
records that your office provided to my representative earlier today. 

First, I am very disappointed that at this late date you have been able to provide me with 
only a portion ofthe documents I have requested. You confirmed that you are making every 
effort to complete processing and release of the responsive records that you now have in your 
possession by February 24. Please make every effort to get these materials to me ASAP because, 
as I have previously told you, they are relevant to a hearing on my appeal of a DCRA 
permitting/zoning decision that is scheduled for March 1 (BZA Appeal No. 17285). 

Second, I am very troubled by the statements you made in your letter and in our call 
yesterday about your being unable to locate any of the original drawing and plan documents that 
are responsive to my FOIA request. I trust that you will be able to locate all such documents 
ASAP and in any event no later than February 24. If you are unable to do so, I request that you 
provide me a detailed explanation of your understanding about the whereabouts and disposition 
of such documents. 

Third, I want to express a concern about the reasonableness and completeness ofthe 
search that has been conducted for responsive documents. I have the sense from our 
conversation that you are relying on individual DCRA employees to search for and provide you 
with documents that they deem responsive, rather than having someone independent from the 
underlying facts do this. Because there has been a significant amount of alleged criminal activity 
relating to construction at 4825 Dexter Terrace, N.W., and because there are significant concerns 
that DCRA employees may have been involved in the alleged wrongdoing, it is essential that an 
agency official who was not involved in the underlying activity be responsible for conducting the 



Deborah Britt 
February 23, 2005 
Page2 

search for records and determining what is responsive. Such an independent review is 
particularly important, for example, with respect to the email records and other files of all 
individuals within DCRA who interacted with the Mr. or Mrs. Economides or anyone who may 
have acted on their behalf. 

Fourth, I want to reiterate my statement that the BLRA permit office does not 
consistently provide copies of plans and drawings to the public without requiring that the 
requester submit an FOIA request. DCRA/BLRA employees have on multiple occasions told me 
and other citizens that the only way to obtain copies of such records is to make an FOIA request 
to your attention, and they have repeatedly withheld access to such materials on that basis. I 
appreciate your statement that you will speak to Denzil Noble to correct this situation. 

Finally, I simply want to confirm that you told me that, at least so far, there is no 
responsive record that you have been provided and reviewed that you have withheld from 
disclosure to me. I trust that you will continue to take this approach as you continue to process 
my request. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your prompt further 
response. 

/ (_ ______ 

USIDOCS 4980147vJ 



JT'-"rnnnuu 

FEB :22 2ea5 16:26 FR 

FAX 
ATI'N: 

I&JYYI/V 

P.0Ua3 

Neubauer Consulting Engineers 
7826 TUei<ERMAN LANE 
ParoMAC. MO 2085·4 
PHoNE: 30 1·299-76 t 7 
FAX: SO 1-299-6547 

'F'ROM! 

RE: cc: 

IJ URGENT 0 FOR REVIEW D P1..EASE COMMENT 0 PLEAS!: REPLY 

•CoMMENTS: 

\Z~o~ /JP..e ~ ~e"TirtNlNt? W*\.11,/ e 4.~2~ D£}(-r~ 
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P.li32/03 

Re: Retaining wall at 4825 Dexter Teuacc 
Dear Mr. Caromc: 

On the 14111 of February I visited the parldand acljacent to the property at llexr.er Temacc 
to review a newly constructed, approximalely 420-foot long, rear yard retlioing wall. 
The wall was built to permit the fonnerly sloping ten-ain to be filled in and leveled 
resulting in alarge flat back terrace. During my visit. we diSCussed the history of the 
wall construction and you have since sent me the design calculations and ·drawings for the 
wall. 

The retaining structu.re is comprised of a concrete masonry wall that is attuched at 
intervals along its height to synthetic fabrie mats (also called geogrids) dult. Jay 
horizontally behind the wall, sometimes extendin& 27 feet back under the ,;urface of the 
ten'ace. Fill soll is compacted atop these mats and it is the weight of this soil, in concert 
with the wallt which retains the soil of lhe teuacc. 

Based on only a visual, post·constroction inspection, it is impossible to telll whether or 
not the wall was built according to the design. Proper compaction of the flll, pr&paration 
of the sub&rade, installation of the correct length of geogrid and suitability of the existing 
soil are critical to the long-tcnn success of this structural system. None of these c;an be 
verified wilbour the poperty owner's permission. During our meetioa you: showed me a 
letter from a stmctural engineer stating that these iterns and others ctictated by the wall 
design speclticadons had bc::c:n inspected over the course of consauction aJld were 
acceptable. Documentation supporri.J1g thiS claim has not been pmvided. Cons.ldcr 
though that the inspectors would have to have visited the site at least twen~~ times during 
construction to verify geogrid l~natbs as that is the total numbec of layers of geogrid in 
the design drawings. 

The design plans show that the wall is to be straight along its sides. TM sp~ons 
require th.tu ''the wall installer's field oonsauction supervisor shall hav-e cW1r~onstrated 
experience and be qualified to direct all work at the site.'' However, there are significant 
bows iJ1 che wall that indicate to me the distinct possibility that the conrtact<)t was 
inexperla?~nced. Furthermore, the specificalions also state that no block sball be used with 
cracks longer than one-half of an inch. While I did not count them, I noticed many block 
with <;racks their ent~ height (eight inches). You showed me a sketch that you and your 
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wife had made that represents that there are almost 100 of dletn. In my c1pioi~ since the 
blocb are supposed to be interlocked wirh the geogrids, it is \t'.irwally impossible to 

replace the cracked ones. 

General Note 13 ill dae wall design specifications call for the angle point at station 2+27 
to be .. built as a radius ..... to prevent a vertical joint"". 1bis obviously wa:~ not done. 
Eliminating the radius should have beeo brought to the design ensineer•s attention for his 
comment. To my knowledge, tbis was not done. 

Durin£ our visil. you represented. to me that counsel for the ownerldeveJ(l•per swed, in 
response to conotll"'lQ about runoff, that the soil used as fiU behind the waUl was ''of a type 
that wa especially absotbanl"". Usually. one wanr.s a freely draining son as fill since that 
soil wiU prevent the buildup of hydrostatic (water) pressure. The more water the.re is in 
the soil the more pressUTe it puts on the waD. Jf this higher soil ~sure is not accounted 
for.in the wall's design, the w.U could suffer saucrurally. If you notice in the design 
documents there is a layer of gravel immediately behind the block wall that runs itS full 
height. This is intended to reduce the build·up of water within the soil aqjacent to the 
wall by providing a passa&e for any water to a drainage pipe at the. base o:f the wall. 

ln a few locations. mud has seeped through the block joints. The presenCI~ of a. &ravel 
drainage layer behind the wall, as &hown in the deJign drawinp, should prevent passage 
of any war.erborne siJt 10 the wall so that this seepage does not happen. H•::>Wcvcr. there is 
no visible evidence that the drainage layer was installed as :required. 

~Ie none of this cortolusively points to a poorly constructed wall, there axe a number of 
issues that cast doubt on the quality of the construction and thus lhe safety of the wall. 
This is a significant struccu.re, one that has potentially large public safety i:ssues. To be 
anything other than extremely conscientious in the design and pa:niculady in the 
installation of this kind of stru~mre is taking a great risk in my opinion. 

If auy further infonnation is desired, please let me know. 

Very tndy yours, 

(/~A~ 
Peter A. Neubauer. P .E. 

Ytle: resideO~arorne.l 

** TOTFIL. PAIJE,-03 ** 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Mesa~ Retaining Wall Systems from 
Tensar Earth Technologies offer superior 
and cost-effective solutions for all of 
your retaining wall needs. Whether 
creating stairs. 90° corners. or convex 
and concave curves. the Mesa Systems 
can easily accommodate a variety of design 
considerations. This manual provides 
general information to assist in the 
construction of Mesa Retaining Walls for 
a wide array of applications. 

It's the Conneclion'M 

Unlike other segmental retaining 
wall (SRWl systems. the Mesa 
Systems incorporate a positive. 
mechanical connection between 
the wall face and the reinforcement 
providing unsurpassed structural 
integrity. It is this positive. 
mechanical connection that greatly 
reduces the chance of wall failure. 
even under the most severe conditions. 
Only Mesa Walls provide the aesthetics 
architects demand, the efficient installation 
owners expect. and the dependability 
engineers require - all from a single source. 

Endless Design Options 

No matter what design consideration is 
needed. the Mesa Systems have the solution. 
Curved walls blend with natural 
contours. inside and outside comers 
complement the traditionally angular look 
of existing structures. and steps and stairs 
provide functionality. allowing for limitless 
wall designs. From structural walls to 
tiered gardens. the Mesa Systems blend 
effortlessly with the natural surroundings 
of any site. 

To meet the aesthetic 
requirements of any 
property. Mesa Units 
are offered in a variety 

of colors and textures. including color 
matched blocks for high-profi.Je installations. 
The innovative design of a Mesa Connector 
allows units to be installed with a near 
vertical face or a 5/8-inch setback -
profiles not all SRW systems can provide. • 

The Mesa Systems are available throughout 
the Americas and Canada. For more 
information. call an authorized Mesa 
Systems Licensee or contact Tensar Earth 
Technologies via phone at 800-TENSAR-1 
or via e-mail at info@tensarcorp.com. To 
quickly download specifications. review 
case histories. or access CAD drawings. 
visit the Tensar Earth Technologies web 
site at www.tensarcorp.com. 

• See the next page of the manual for a list of 
available Mesa Units and Connectors. 
Note: The Mesa Systems offer other units 
and connectors not included in the manual. 
Contact Tensor Earth Technologies or an 
authorized Mesa Licensee for a complete list 
of all available Mesa Units. 



MESA UNITS & CONNECTORS 

Mesa Units 

Available in either a straight or raclius 
face. Mesa Units can accommodate a 
variety of applications. 

Please contact your local licensee or 
manufacturer lor availability. Weight 
may vcuy by region. 

The most popular 
size in the Mesa 
Units line. They 
fulfill virtually every 
retaining wall need. 
8'11 x 18"w x 11 "nom./75 lbs. 

• XL UNITS 

Units have extended ~~It 
"tails" that allow for 
the design and construction 
of taller gravity walls. 
B"h x 18"w x 22"d nom./ 
110 lbs. 

• STANDARD CONNECTOR 

A fiberglass reinforced ~ 
composite connector 
that engages the Thnsar 
Geogrid and creates a 
mechanical connection 
between the facing 
and the geogrid 
reinforcement. 

• lANDSCAPE UNITS 

An attractive 
accent when used 
on aJtemating courses. 
4"h x 18"w x ll"d nom./ 
40 lbs. 

• CORNER UNITS 

Used to create walls 
with clean and precise 
90° corners. 
B"h x 18"w x 9"d nom./ 
75lbs. 

•CAPUNITS 

Used at the top of 
the wall for a 
finished look. 
4'11 x 18"w x ll"d nom./ 
40 lbs. 

• SIERRA~NE"' UNITS 

Have the largest 
plantable area of any 
SRW unit available. 
4'11 x 18"w x ll"d nom./ 
110 lbs. 



CONSTRUCTION & QUALITY CONTROL 

This "Installation" section of the manual 
provides general guidelines for construction 
and quality control of the installation. This 
section shall be provided to the owner's 
Engineer. the Construction Quality Assurance 
Inspector. and the Contractor. This manual's 
contents provide general guidelines and 
examples. Specific construction details and 
procedures depend on individual site conditions 
and other considerations which are the 
responsibility of the Owner and the Engineer. 

All installation instructions shall apply 
to the Mesa Standard Unit, the Mesa XL 
Unit, and the Mesa Landscape Unit, 
except where otherwise noted. 

1.1 Responsibilities for 
Construction Compliance 

• The Contractor must provide construction 
in accordance with the contract 
documents, plans. and specffications. 
The Contractor is also responsible 
for the verification of line, grade. and 
other physical features. as well as 
surface water drainage control. 

1.2 Materials and Handling 

MATERIALS SUPPLIED 

• Mesa Segmental Concrete Facing Units 
and Mesa Connectors 

• Mesa Cap Units (where required) 

• Tensa~ Uniaxial (UX) and Biaxial (BX) 
Geogrids 

• Drainage composite and piping 
(where required) 

• Geotextile filter materials (where 
required) 

HANDLING WALL MATERIALS 

• The concrete facing units are delivered 
on pallets and off-loaded by the 
Contractor. Transporting equipment 
must have firm ground and a stable. 
level area to off-load. A forklift is 
normally used to handle pallets. If 
pallets are the property of the block 
manufacturer. they must be stored by 
the Contractor for pickup. The 
Contractor must provide protection 
from staining or discoloration of the 
units. such as by using wood dunnage 
and polyethylene sheet film. 

• The Mesa Connectors are shipped in 
cartons and shall be stored in a secure 
and dry location. 

• The Tensar Geogrids are shipped in roll 
form with the Contractor responsible 
for off-loading. 

• Rolls should be stored in a secure area. 
Each roll will be labeled as to its type, 
its lot number. and 
its roll number. 

• Standard roll sizes of Tensar UX Geogrid 
are 4.36 feet wide by 200 or 250 feet 
long. Rolls weigh between 87 and 170 
pounds depending on type. Before labels 
have been removed, it is suggested 
that rolls be color-coded with spray 
paint to identify geogrid type. 

• It is the Contractor's responsibility to 
verify the quantities shipped and 
condition of the materials. The Contractor 
will inventory materials supplied to 
assure sufficient quantities have 
been delivered. 

4 



• The Contractor will be allowed a limited 
amount of time to off-load materials. 

• lf certifications are required. the 
Contractor must provide a written 
request prior to shipment of the material. 
The Contractor will ensure that all 
information, including product type. 
roll/lot number, etc .. is furnished to 
the Engineer. 

CON'I'RACTOR SUPPLIED MATERIALS 

• Dead blow hammer 

• 2-foot or 4-foot levels 

• Utility saw and/or grinder 

• Masonry string and chalk line 

• Pitchlork (optional to remove slack from 
Tensar Geogrid) 

• All cast-in-place concrete and structural 
components 

• Stone filter medium 

• Reinforced or select fill 

• Stakes and/or rods used to remove the 
slack from the geogrid unless pitchlork 
is used 

• All labor. equipment. and supervision 
necessary to perform the total Mesa 
Wall construction 

1.3 Preparatory Work for 
Wall Construction 

• Verify approval of Mesa Units. Tensar 
Geogrid, and the specific reinforced fill 

• Review drawings to plan Tensar 
Geogrid layout 

• Review drawings and site plans to 
consider surface water drainage control 
both during and alter construction. 
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• Prepare subgrade by excavating 
vertically to plan elevation and 
horizontally to design geogrid lengths. 
If a rock face is shown. it is the 
responsibility of the Engineer to 
determine the competency of the rock 
at the limits of excavation shown on 
those plans. 

Any deviation in the location of the rock 
face with respect to the lace of the 
retaining wall may require an adjustment 
to the Tensor Geogrid design and the 
designer of record must be notilied by the 
contractor prior to proceeding with the 
wall construction. 

• The subgrade shall be approved before 
proceeding with wall construction. Any 
foundation soils found unsuitable by the 
Engineer shall be treated in a manner 
approved by the Engineer. 

• On larger projects it is suggested that 
Tensar Geogrid be cut in advance to 
speed wall construction. 

• Cut geogrid flush at the nearest 
transverse bar beyond measured length 
as is illustrated below or in front of the 
transverse bar to provide "finger shims" 
(as illustrated in Figure 2 on page 8). 

~Transverse Bar / 
Rib 

Measured Length 

LEVELING PAD CONSTRUCTION 

• The leveling pad must be flat and level 
to assure that the first course of Mesa 
Units will provide uniform support to 
the courses above it. Non-uniform 
support will induce tensile stresses 
and shear stresses in the Mesa Units 
above the first course that can result 
in cracking. 



• The leveling pad may be constructed 
with unreinforced concrete or 
compacted, 3/4-inch minus, well-graded 
aggregate. It is typically 12 inches 
wider than the Mesa Units, providing 

6 inches in front of 
and behind the Mesa 
Unit, allowing for 
wall curvature and 
minor alignment 
adjustments. It is 
generally 6 inches 
deep. For unrein-

forced concrete leveling pads. steel or 
wood forms are required to assure that 
the top of the leveling pad is flat and 
level. For aggregate leveling pads, the 
aggregate is generally overfilled. 
compacted, and then carefully trimmed 
down to near plan elevation. The 
Mesa Units are then seated into the 
aggregate with a rubber mallet to the 
plan elevation, and leveled front to 
back and side to side. 

• Steps in the leveling pad are required 
to change elevation. It is important that 
the height of the step is equal to the 
height of the number of Mesa Unit 
courses. In practice. the steps may be 
slightly more or less due to the truckness 
of the Tensar Geogrid reinforcement 
connected between courses and to the 
normal dimensional tolerances of the 
units. Where a concrete step is not at 
the same elevation of the adjacent 
courses, shimming or grinding will be 
required to match the elevation and 
provide a flat and level bearing surface 
for the next course of units. As shown 
in the figure below, such grinding or 
shimming will be required over some 
distance (5 feet min.) from the step to 

Shim pad up lo 
this elevation 

assure that the top surface of the entire 
course of Mesa Units placed on the 
stepped section of the leveling pad is 
flat and level. Ribs or transverse bars 
of the Tensar Geogrid may be used as 
shims if their thickness is correct. 

• lf contract documents indicate the wall 
has a battered face, the Contractor shall 
ensure that the 5/8-inch setback is 
accounted for at each leveling pad 
step. It is recommended that the 
elevation changed of the leveling 
pad does not exceed four courses. 

• The top of the Mesa Units should be 
adjusted as required to be leveled. 
Shimming and/or grinding may be 
required (see "Shimming Mesa Units" 
section on pages 7 to 8 for instructions). 

1.4 Wall Construction 

• Wall line shaH be established using a 
chalk or string line. Chalk line should 
be placed on the concrete pad along 
the tails of the Mesa Units. A string line 
can be used in lieu of a chalk line and 
will be necessary where leveling pad 
consists of aggregate. (Alignment based 
on the split faced Mesa Units may 
render an uneven wall face.) 

• Once the leveling pad is complete, the 
first course can be installed. Place the 
Mesa Unit with the sides touching and 
the textured face outward. The first 
course must be accurately placed. 
carefully spaced. and leveled to facilitate 
construction and to enhance the 
appearance of the wall. 

6 
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• Prior to the installation of the second 
course and each successive course. the 
tops of the Units on which the course 
is to be placed must be swept clean. 
Failure to do this will result in problems 
with seating and leveling the Mesa 
Units and increase the likelihood of 
cracks developing in the units due to 
load concentrations as additional 
courses are set. 

• The Mesa Units are stacked in a running 
bond fashion. similar to standard masonry 
wall construction. A limit for the shift 
from a perfect running bond is needed. 
On straight wall sections. it should be a 
1/2 inch to assure all standard connector 
teeth are squarely in the slots. The units. 
once placed. shall be advanced forward 
toward the face of the wall until they 
make contact with the Mesa Connector. 
The connectors do allow for the units to 
slide from side to side. therefore. the 
vertical joint alignment should be 
checked frequently (max. 20 units) to 
ensure that a running bond pattern is 
maintained within the limits stated above. 

• Drainage fill is placed to the limits 
shown on the drawings. Drainage 
and/or core fill may not be required for 
structural walJs (refer to the Defmitions 
section under "Drainage Fill" and ~core 
Fill"). Proper installation of drainage 
materials is critical to overall wall 
performance. Drainage materials must 
be installed properly and protected 
during construction. 

As subsequent courses of Mesa Units are placed. it 
is imponant that the units remain /eve/from front to 
back and side to side. Thts level should be checked 
as each course is placed. H lhe units are more !han 
1/8-inch out of level from front to back or side to 
side, or illhe units are nor level/rom back to front. 
they should be brought to level by grinding and/or 
shimnnng (see Figure 1 to lhe Tight and Figure 2 
onpoge 8). 
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SHIMMING MESA UNITS 

• It is important that the courses of Mesa 
Units are level front to back and side to 
side. To achieve this in the front to back 
plane. it may be necessary to grind the 
units or use shims between some of the 
courses to correct for : 
1. the thickness of the Tensar Geogrid 

reinforcement ribs that cross the 
tails of the units. or 

2. for sllght differences in the height at 
the front and back of the units. 

Figure I: Geogrld Rib Shim 

• For courses placed on a geogrid elevation. 
shims may be required on the front face 
shell of the Mesa Urut below. The shims 
should be the same thickness of the 
geogrid rib. The shim material can 
be a rib trimmed from the same roll of 
Tensar Geogrid that lS placed on top of 
the front face shell of the Unit. An 
alternative is to cut the geogrid so that 
the ribs extend approximately 1 mch 
onto the front face shell. These methods 
are shown in the drawmg above and on 
the drawing on the next page. 



Figure 2: Geogrid flnger Shim 

• To correct for slight differences in unit 
heights. a geogrid rib may be cut and 
placed on successive courses to bring 
the face and/or tail back to level. 
As shown in Pigure I !page 7) and 
Pigure 2 Iabove). the "Rib Shim" and 
"Finger Shim" should be positioned 
on the inside of the front face shell of 
the unit. generally within a 1/2 inch 
of the core. This results in less stress 
on the underlying block than would 
exist if the shim is placed near the 
front face of the unit. 

• The Tensar Geogrid may be draped 
over the upper courses of the wall 
until the reinforced fill reaches the 
level of the Tensar Geogrid. Tt> ensure 
the Mesa Wall's geometry is being 
maintained, a string line should be 
pulled after each course has been set. 
The string can be referenced from the 
connector slot or tail of the Mesa Unit. 

NOTE: To en.111re proper installation, the 
geogrid transverse bar most be pulled to 
contact with the teeth ol the Meaa Connector. 

1.5 Geogrid & Connector 
Placement 

The following section covers the 
installation lor both geogrids and 
connectors based on use of the 
Standard, XL, and/or Landscape Units. 

• At the end of each day, the Contractor 
shall ensure the reinforced backfill is 
graded to drain water away from the 
face of the wall. Berms and/or ditches 
must also be in place and functioning 
to prevent the entrance of runoff into 
the wall construction site. Delays in 
wall construction during rainy periods 
should be avoided to minimize the 
likelihood of saturation of the backfill. 

• At the location and elevation shown 
on the plans. install the Tensar Geogrid 
of the type and length specified, 
ensuring the transverse bar of the 
Tensar UX Geogrid 
is in the location 
indicated in the 
illustration. The 
teeth of the Mesa 
Standard Connector 
must penetrate 
through the Tensar 
Geogrid apertures 
into the Connector 
slot on each side of the top of the 
Mesa Units. On courses that receive 
geogrid and on courses that do not 
receive geogrid, a Mesa Standard 
Connector shall be placed in each of 
the connector slots on top of the units. 
All four teeth of the connectors should 
be positioned in the slots. Where 
necessary, to align standard connectors 
over slots. the transverse bar of the 
geogrid may be cut midway between 
the connectors. The transverse bar 
should be snug against the connector 
teeth before final seating of the 
connector. 

8 



• Flags on top of the Mesa Connector must 
be oriented in the proper direction for 
a "battered" or "near vertical" wall as 
per the contract documents. Placement 
of the connector with flags forward !toward 
the face of the wall) will render a near 
vertical wall. Placing the connectors 
with the flags pointed away from the 
wall face will provide a 5/8-inch setback. 

hont lace of 

the wall - - --

• The fill on which the geogrid is placed 
must meet specification and must be 
compacted to the required density 
!see compaction requirements on this 
page) and graded reasonably smooth. 
On courses that require geogrid, the 
reinforced fill must be at the same 
elevation as the top of the course for 
a distance of three feet before the fill 

can be gradually sloped. Remove slack 
from the geogrid by pulling it taut, and 
then anchor it using stakes and/or 
rods. The stakes used to position the 
tail of the geogrid can be withdrawn 
once the fill has been placed and then 
reused on subsequent lifts. Optionally, 
a pitchfork can be inserted at the tail 
of the geogrid and slack removed by 
prying until the fill has been placed on 
the geogrid. The removal of the slack 
from the geogrid prior to fill placement 
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will help prevent any movement of the 
wall face due to translation of the slack 
toward the wall face. 

• Fill placement shall be performed to 
minimize development of slack in the 
geogrid. The fill should meet specification 
and be spread in a direction away from 
or parallel to the face of the wall. By 
doing this, any slack that does develop 
will tend to be pushed toward the free 
!unconnected) end of the geogrid. 
Unless the contract documents are 
more stringent, the loose lifts of the 
reinforced fill shall not exceed 6 inches 
where hand compaction equipment is 
used, or 10 inches where heavy 
compaction equipment is used. These 
thicknesses may vary depending on 
the approved project specific soil types 
used. The fill shall be compacted to 
95% of ASTM D-698 or as required by 
the contract documents, whichever is 
more stringent. Only hand-operated 
compaction equipment shall be used 
within 3 feet of the tail of the unit. 

• Heavy equipment shall not be used 
within 3 feet of the back of the facing 
units. Tracked construction equipment 
shall not be operated directly on the 
geogrid. Rubber tired equipment may 
be operated on the geogrid providing 
the subgrade is not pumping or rutting. 
Turning of tired equipment shall be 
minimized to prevent dislocation or 
damage to the geogrid or facing units. 
The equipment must travel slowly and 
with sufficient care to avoid dislocating 
the geogrid or the facing units. 

• The Cap Units, if required, are installed 
by attaching them to the units below 
using an approved exterior concrete 
adhesive. The Cap Units may be 
placed such that a nominal 1 inch 
overhang is achieved or flush with 
the face of the wall. 

• Wall penetrations may be accommodated 
by cutting the Mesa Units to fit using a 
utility saw and a mason's hammer. The 
small voids, less than 1 inch, can then 
be closed with a cement and sand mix 
or other methods that have been 
approved by the Engineer. 

/ 



MESA CURVES AND CORNERS 

2.1 Concave Curves 

When possible, begin a Mesa Concave 
Wall from the center of the curve, 
alternating left and right of the 
center unit. When building with a 
5/8-inch setback, each Mesa Unit falls 
behind on a concave curve relative 
to any units below. 

Refer to the ·consrruction & Quality ControlN 
section of this manual tor proper installation 
procedures of coMectors, units, and geogrids for 
all courses. 

nRST COURSE 
Follow standard installation instructions for 
preparing the subgrade and leveling pad. When 
placing the first course. Diagram A. it is suggested 
that a flex pipe be placed on the tail of the unit 
to ensure a smooth curve. If using the 5/8-inch 
setback. overlap comers of the Mesa Units on the 
base course. The amount of overlap will vary based 
on the size of the curve. The radius becomes larger 
as the wall becomes taller. therefore gapping will 
occur. The maximum acceptable gap is a 1/2 inch. 
lf the maximum gap is exceeded, one flag may be 
removed from each coMector to close the gap. 

2ND COURSE 
Follow standard installation procedures for 
backfilling and course placement. Refer to 
Diagram B for proper positioning of the second 
course. Set the first unit on halfbond to the base 
course in the center of the concave curve where 
possible. Work in both directions to minimize 
movement off bond. 

3RD COURSE 

Follow standard installation procedures for 
backfilling arid course placement. Refer to 
Diagram C for proper positioning of the third 
course. Set the first unit on halfbond to the second 
course in the center. Work in both directions to 
minimize movement off bond. Assure that all 
four teeth of the connector are positioned in the 
connector slot. At the ends of the curve, the 
running bond must be re-established to develop 
full connection capacity. This may require cutting 
or grinding of the facing units. 

Diagram A 

NOTE: On tight curves, geogrld may 
be cut lengthwise to the width of the 
Mesa Units to ensuze the trannerae 
bar engages both connectors. 

Diagram B 

Diagram C 
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2.2 Convex Curves 

As with Mesa Concave Walls, begin a 
Mesa Convex Wall from the center of 
the curve, alternating left and right of 
the center wlit. When buiJding with a 
5/8-inch setback, each Mesa Unit gains 
on a convex curve relative to any units 
below. Conversely to concave curves, 
the radius of a convex curve gets 
smaller with each additional course. 

Refer to the "Construction & Quality Contror 
section of this manual/or proper installation 
procedures of connectors, Wlits, and geogrids lor 
all courses. 

1ST COURSE 
follow standard installation instructions for 
preparing the subgrade and leveling pad. When 
placing the first course, Diagram A. it is suggested 
that a flex pipe be placed on the tail of the unit 
to ensure a smooth curve. 11 using the 5/8-inch 
setback, gap the units on the base course by no 
more than 1/2 inch. The radius becomes smaller 
as the wall becomes taller, therefore binding 
will occur. 

2ND COURSE 
follow standard installation procedures for back­
filling and course placement. Refer to Diagram B 
for proper positioning of the second course. Set 
the first unit on hal!bond to the base course in 
the center of the curve where possible. Work in 
both directions to minimize movement off bond. 

3RD COURSE 

follow standard installation procedures for 
backfilling and course placement. Refer to 
Diagram C tor proper Mesa Unit placement of 
the third course. Set the first unit on hal!bond to 
the second course in the center of the curve where 
possible. Work in both directions to minimize 
movement off bond. 

U binding on any course begins to occur, trim the 
sides of the units with a concrete saw to realign. 
Assure that all four teeth of the connector are 
positioned in the connector slot. At the ends 
of the curve, the running bond must be 
reestablished to develop full connection capacity. 
This may require cutting or grinding of the units. 
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Diagram A 

NOTE: On tight curves, geogrld may 
be cut lengthwise to the width of the 
Mesa Units to ensure the transverse 
bar engages both connectors. 

Diagram B 

Diagram C 

NOTE: Provide 3 inches minimum 
soil cover between overlapping layers 
of Tensar Geogrld relnforcment. 



2.3 goo Outside Corners 

Corner Units simplify installation and 
provide a sharply defined and visually 
appealing component to any Mesa 
Wall. Installation is simple, quick, 
and requires no special equipment or 
specialized personnel. 

Refer to the "Construction & Quality Conuor 
section of !hiS manual for proper msral/ation 
procedures of coTUlectors, units, and geogrids for 
all courses. 

1ST COURSE 
Follow standard mstallauon instructions for 
preparing the subgrade and leveling pad. 
Working from the comer unit (see Diagram AJ, 
place units tightly against each other. Drainage 
till shall be placed in the comer unit. and in 
the units to either side of the comer unit. 

2ND COURSE 

Follow standard installation procedures for 
backfilling and course placement. Refer to 
Diagram B for proper positiorung of the second 
course. When building a Mesa Wall with a 
5/8-mch setback, the shoner (9"1 side of the 
comer unit should be field cut to account for 
the setback and to maintain a rurming bond. 
Alternate the direction of the comer umt and 
set units on halfbond to the base units. Secure 
the comer unit to the umt below usmg an 
approved exterior concrete adhesive. Drainage 
fill shall be placed in the comer unit, and m 
the units to either side of the comer unit. 

3RD COURSE 

Follow standard mstallat1on procedures for 
backfilling and course placement. Refer to 
Diagram C for proper positiorung on the third 
course. When building a Mesa Wall with a 
5/8-mch setback. the shoner (9"1 side of the 
comer urut should be field cut to account for 
the setback and to maintain a running bond. 
Alternate the direction of the comer unit and 
set units on halfbond to the second course. 
Secure the comer unit to the un1t below 
using an approved exterior concrete adhesive. 
Drainage fill shall be placed in the comer 
unit and in the units to e1ther s1de of the 
comer unit. 

Diagram I 

Diagram B 

Diagram C 

12 



2.4 so• Inside Corners 

Mesa 90° Inside Comers require some 
preparation and planning for results 
that are sharply defined. Once the ' 
initial sizing is conectly determined, 
installation is simple and quick. For 
the most visually appealing walls, the 
field cuts discussed below should be 
applied to the shorter (Wall A) of the 
two walls. 

Refer to rhe ·construction & Quality Contror 
section of rhis manual tor proper insrallation 
procedures of connectors. units. and geogrids tor 
all courses. 

1ST COURSE 
Follow standard mstalJatiOn instrucnons for 
preparing the subgrade and leveling pad. fust 
course construction lsee Diagram A) can begm 
at the comer or at a pomt beyond the corner. 
At the inside comer, begm With a Mesa Unit 
cut to approximately 1/3 of the original face 
length. From the corner unit, position the units 
tightly against each other. 

2ND COURSE 
Follow standard mstallauon procedures for 
bacldilling and course placement. Refer to 
Diagram B for proper urut placement on the 
second course. When building thl.s course, begm 
with Wall B. and construct Wall B past the 
extent of Wall A. Measure and field cut Unit A 
to provide a symmetric running bond over the 
first course. 

3RD COURSE 
Follow standard mstallation procedures for 
backfilling and course placement. Refer to 
Diagram C for proper unit placement on the 
second course. When buildmg this course, 
begin with Wall B, and construct Wall B past 
the extent of Wall A. Measure and field cut 
Unit A, such that the tlurd course units are 
centered over the units m the first course. 
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Diagram A 

Wall B 

Diagram B 

WallB 

Diagram C 



MESA STEPS & STAIRS 

There are a variety of options when it 
comes to designing and installing steps 
in conjunction with a Mesa Wall. By 
combining corner units, standard units, 
and cap units, virtually any design 
can be realized. 

When building steps, follow the 
installation techniques previously 
stated in this manual. A variety of riser 
heights can be achieved by varying the 
location of the base Mesa Standard 
Unit (see detaU on next page). Mesa 
Standard Units used for step construction 
shaD be filled with granular fill or conaete. 

3.1 Steps in Front of Wall 

Refer to the ·construction & Qualiry ConCiol" 
section of !hts manual for proper inStal/anon 
procedures of connectors, units, and geognds for 
all courses .. 

1ST COURSE 

2ND COURSE 
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Note: VarioUB tread material can be used 
to cap steps and stairs including but not 

limited to : Meaa Cap Units, pavers, natural 
stone, and concrete. Wilen required by the 
engineer, an approved elfterior concrete 

adhes ive sbould be used. 



3.2 Steps in Wall 

Refer to the "Construction & Quality Control" 
section of this manual for p10per installation 
procedures of connectors. units. and geogTids for 
oil courses. 

1ST COURSE 

2ND COURSE 

Riser Heighf Less Than 8" 

External Concrete Adhesive 
(Use ro secure the ueod mmenov I : 

"'·~· ...... _.._. -.:.,..-.,...,......, - . 
J{ '', i 

_L........., - ·--'---:-;· 

I 

' ····I I . 
~ --.,-,.. ... _ ... ~-r ::~- concrer~ r;u or Granular 

' £'171 in Units 

'~-...... Lower Second Unit - Below !he top of !he 
Wlit in front. 
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MESA TIERED & TOP OF WALL nNISHES 

4.1 Tiered Walls 

Tiered Mesa Walls offer a visually pleasing 
and Jess obtrusive alternative to 
conventional wan construction. On sites 
that provide sufficient land area for this 
application. these walls are typically 
designed with greenspace between the 
tiers. For tiered wa11s to be designed 
separately, the distance between the 
lower Wall A jat its top) and the upper 
Wall B jat its base) must be at least twice 
the height of the lower Wa11 A jsee 
illustration to right). If this condition does 
not exist. the lower Wall A must be 
designed to account for the additional 
loading of the upper Wall B. 

Refer to the ·consrrucrion & Quality Conaol· 
section of this manual for proper IIISlallation 
procedures of connectors, units. and geognds for 
all courses. 

4.2 Traffic Barriers 

Mesa Retaining Walls can be easily 
capped with reinlorced concrete traffic 
barriers. Following the wall installation, 
set and secure forming materials along the 
top course of the Mesa Wall according to 
standard procedures. When the design 
cans tor an overhanging barrier. form the 
front edge by attaching an "L" shape 
forming material to the face of the Mesa 
Wall. Construct the barrier as designed. 
including, but not limited to. the use of 
control joints. 

Refer to the ·consrrucrion & Quality Conaol· 
section of this manual for proper installation 
procedures of connectors, units, and geognds for 
all courses. 

U P Ia > 2 • B. thea design the walls 
lDdependenUy af ucb allier. 
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4.3 Guide Rails 

Guide rails can be easily placed along the 
top of the Mesa Wall according to standard 
installation procedures. Guide rail posts may 
be placed by cutting holes in the geogrid. or 
the post may be driven through the geogrid. 
The guide rail post location. design. and 
impact on the Mesa Retaining Wall shall be 
taken into account by the Design Engineer. 
Guide rails can also be placed into 

sonotubes posJtioned during wall "g§lii~~~~~~~~ 
construction and then filled with concrete. ""' 
Tensar Geogrid can be cut to accommodate 
the sonotubes. 

Refer to the ·construction & Quality ControiN 
section of this manual for proper insraiiation 
procedures of connectors. Wllt.s. and geogrids for 
ail courses. 

4.4 Handrails/Fence Posts 

Similar to guide rail installations. handrails 
and fence posts can be placed behind the 
Mesa Units as described in section 4.3. If 
posts are to be placed within the core of 
the Mesa Unit. they must be placed in 
increments of 1.5-foot spacings. The Design 
Engineer shall detennine the post depth 
within the Mesa Unit. At the specified 
depth, a separation membrane shall be 
placed under the Mesa Unit so that grout 
can be placed in the core up to the top of 
the wall. Posts are placed first. followed by 
grout installation. The purpose of the 
separation membrane is to ensure the 
grout is placed only to the specified 
depth. Mesa Cap Uruts shall be field 
cut to accommodate the posts. 

Refer to the "Construction & Quality ControiN 
section of this manual for proper instaiiation 
procedures of connectors. Wllt.s. and geogrids for 
ail courses. 

17 



MESA WALL DETAILS 

The following section contains the 
standard details for designing generic 
Mesa Walls with special considerations. 
Please refer to the "Construction and Quality 
Control" section of this manual for proper 
installation procedures of connectors, 
units, and geogrid. Specific details for 
specific walls are the responsibility of the 
Owner and the Engineer. 

TYPICAL LEVELING PAD STEP DETAIL 

t-- 9"--t--

8" r 
6" L f---,.-~---Ld-.---.-.. -~-4---.-.. -....J 

Leveling Pad 

TYPICAL LEVELING PAD DETAIL 
TYPICAL 90 DEGREE CURVE DETAIL 

6" Unreintorced Concrete 
(3000 PSI Mm. Compressive Strength) 
or 3/4·inch minus. well-graded 
aggregate 

Mesa Umt 

6'' ± 1-

... 

I. 24" 

so· 
I 

. I _l·---------·-· L . 

18 

55" 



TYPICAL TIERED DETAIL • 2 TIERS 

Mesa Cap Unit -----------
•• ---,;:-;;:~;n· Drainage Fill 

Reinforced Fill 

I 
I 
I 
I . 

~~*---------------------: 
·Tensar Geognd ' I 

L...+,<i:.L..------------------:1' 
' 8" (Mm.) Impermeable Soil , : 

Mesa Cap Unrt ~~-----\ ••• ----~:1 ??.--------,-----------~ __ _! 
• • ~ !!'~~ 

' 
MesaUnr~ • 

12" Mm. Oramage Frll 
' - ---' 

Wall Hergllt 
1 I • 

('!!m.)) Rernlorced Fill ' ' I Retarned Sort 

j 12.8 1-..--i-.J."'---r Tensar Geogrid 

I 

' I 

' ,' , Wall Embed~~!.-~ . _____ _________________ .) 

f'•',.... T Foundation Soils ~ NOTE: Alternative subdrarn 
system may be reQuued by 
the Engrneer of Record. , Geogrrd Embedment length I leveling Pad . 

(set oetll•l$ on pg 181 Vanes 

TYPICAL TIERED DETAIL • 3 TIERS ------/-Tensar Geogrrd 
(Set Eltvoroon V.ev. om~ lor 
lype Embeomenr ano Locallon) 

~~----~------~ 

Remforced Frll Retamed Soil 

- -- 12" Min. Oramage Frll 

I 

----- -.---- '!!'1!!:!:~-r-'f'l!:l!!!:!!!'lh!e!J~i't 

1 
(min.) 

8" (Mrn.) Impermeable Sorl-<2 sf 
Mesa Cap Unrt _\_._.;...~':..J----------. 

12" Mrn. Drarnage Fill 

I 

~~~----;----~?11~r 

I 
I 
J 

Retained Soil 

Retarned Sort 

NOTE Alternatrve subdrarn 
system may be reQuued by 
the Engrneer ot Record 



Mesa Unh 

1 

STEP 1 Place Ora mage Fill to bonom offence. 

STEP 2: Place top layer of Tensar Geogntl anti 
remammg Mesa Unrts above rt 

STEP 3: Cut Tensar Geognd anti then set fence or 
rail post. form and pour concrete mhll at 
tall o1 the Mesa Units. 

,:rl t---i>v 
Tensar Geogrid 

Oramage Fill 

PLAN VIEW • DETAIL OF HANDRAIL ON TOP OF WALL 
Tensar Geogud 

I 

> v 
Concrete lnflll 1-7 I / 

([lesogned by Others) 1 I 

~i\..___ _ ____,~r-v- J 1- 1 

i Mesa Stantlartl Unrt 

\_ Handra~ Post 
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TYPICAL DETAIL WITH CHAIN LINK FENCE Trafftc Barner 

Wall 
Hetgh1 

Ch,;o l"k ''""l 
. 
t 

/ Top of Stdewalk ; Top of Road 
I 

~c;y 7/'_,A'.!A.~/A-'/fr//~//'·/.--'~/'v --, 
/-1»-'%"\:,,~'.'~~'V-:'V..'v..~<:~.,, / 

..,___, ,l 
1 --1 - - 12" Mm Dratnage Ftll ,' 

(min.) r:r-• _ . . ,' 
Tensar Geognd Re10forcement :' 

I (Sft ElevatiOn Vrtw tor lypt ltnOfh 1nd l outoon) 12.8 ---. 
-1----'--------- - / 

Wall ~ Re10forced Ftll .' 
Embedment , _ / 

I ~ / 
Q_ . / 

Mesa Unrt 

Retarned 
Soil 

<" / I , . ~.,6---- -F~:~d;I~O~-S-o~l----------· j 
\_ ~~~~~sed /'1 I NOTE: Alternattve subdrain 

Leveling Pad I Geogrid Embedment Length • system may be requued by 

1see Otta•ts Pg 18>- Vartes the Engineer of Record. 

TYPICAL DETAIL OF TRAFFIC BARRIER BEHIND WALL 

Wall 
Hetght 

Levehng Pad 
(Sef OttidS pg 18) 

T rafftc Bamer Destgn 
& Location tby Others) 

Reinforced Fill 

Retained Soil 



TYPICAL DETAIL OF TRAFnC BARRIER ON TOP 
OF WALL 

lop of 
Wall \ 

1 
Wall (min.) 

l r affrc Bamer 
(Oes'l)ned by Orhers) 

lensar Geogrld 

/. 

r Roadway 

Herght 128 r 35mm Mm Drarnage Frll Retarned 
Soil 

Frnrshed 
Grade "'\ Rernforced Frll 

Foundauon Sort 

leveling Pad --- Geognd Embedment length 
(See Oe!aJls PIJ 18) -

TYPICAL DETAIL WITH UTILITY CORRIDOR BEHIND WALL 

4" Mm 
Marker (located at 2~ 0 c. aJono warr length to read 
"No Excavalton Between Here and Relilmong wan ") 

Top of Wall 

~.-

Mesa Cap Unit 

Remtorced Fill 

Backfrll and Compact m Front of , 
Wall before Burldrng Wall ~ ,/ 

--rfSisTc , Embedment r.=t- - - - - - - - - - - - -

, , 
I 

Ulilrty Corndor 
(locatoon hom wan lace 
and depth vartes) 

, 
I 

I 
I 

Retained Soil 

.~ 1 Wall ==:r , ';<,/ 
=ur::m::t 11 FoundaHon Sorl 

".........,,_ leveling Pad /I Geogrrd Embedment lensar Pnmary Geogrrd 
tsee detarls on Pg 18) length Varres (see elevahon voew torrenotn & IOUtiOfl) 

NOli: Alternatrve subdram system may be requ~red by the Engrneer of Record. 
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DEFINITIONS 

• Contract Documents: 
The Agreement betvveen the Owner and 
the Contractor including conditions of 
the contract drawings, specifications, and 
the provisions of the Agreement betvveen 
the Contractor and the Supplier of the 
Mesa Systems. These documents shaJJ 
also include addenda and other 
modifications issued prior to the 
execution of the Contract. 

• Core Fill: 
Free-draining, coarse-grained soil which 
is placed within the empty cores o( the 
Segmental Concrete Facing Units. Core 
Fill may not be required within the Mesa 
Unit if the Contractor can provide the 
Engineer and/or Architect with connection 
testing performed without Core Fill 
verifying that the connection strength of 
the system exceeds the requirements set 
forth in the design data. 

• Drainage Fill: 
Free-draining, coarse-grained soil which 
is placed behind the Mesa Segmental 
Concrete Facing Units and in the 
openings between the Mesa Units as 
specified on the Plans. The Engineer 
and/ or Architect may specify a nonwoven 
geotextile which meets AASHTO 
M288-96 subsurface drainage requirements 
in lieu of Drainage Fill. 

• Inspector: 
The Owner's Authorized Representative 
assigned to see that the workmanship and 
materials are in accordance with the 
terms of the Contract. 

• Mesa Connector: 
A proprietary mechanical connection 
device made of high density polymer 
with fiberglass inclusions to positively 
connect the Tensar Geogrid to the 
Mesa Units. 
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• Plans: 
The part of the Contract documents 
consisting of the approved plans, profiles, 
typical cross sections, working drawings 
and supplemental drawings, or exact 
reproduction thereof, which shows the 
location, character, dimensions, and 
details of the Work to be performed. 

• Reinforced Fill: 
The specified soil material that interacts 
with the Geogrid reinforcement to n·eate 
a nexible gravity mass. lts limits extend 
from the back of the facing element or 
granular medium to the tails of the soil 
reinforcement or as indicated on the Plans. 

• Setback fBaHer): 
The rearward offset from the vertical 
plane betvveen tvvo adjacent block courses 
created by the orientation of the nags on 
the Mesa Connectors. 

• Specifications: 
A description of the quality and quantity 
of the materials and workmanship that 
will be required of the Contractor in the 
execution of the Work under the Contract 
betvveen the Owner and the Contractor. 

• Tensar Geogrids: 
A proprietary polymeric grid formed by 
a regular netvvork of integrally connected 
tensile elements with apertures of 
sufficient size to allow interlocking with 
surrounding soil, rock, or earth and 
connection to Mesa facing units that 
function as tensile reinforcement. 



NOTES 
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Authorized Mesa Retaining Wall Systems Representative 

Tensar Earth Technologies, Inc. 
5883 Glenridge Drhe • Suite 200 • Atlanta, GA 30328 

800-TENSAR-l • info@1tensarcorp.com • www.lensarcorp.com 

C2004 Tenser Earth Technolog~es. Inc TENSAR and MESA are regtstered trademarks StERRASTONE 
and ITS THE CONNECTION are trademarks. Cenain foreign trademark ughts also exrst The Mesa 
mechanocally stabrhzed modular concrete blOCk retatnrng wall system IS protected under 1he U.S. patent 
No. 5595460. Other U.S. and loretgn patenl6 may apply or are pendtng. The tnlormattOn contamed 
heretn has been carefully comp•led by Tenser Earth Technologtes. Inc and to the beSt ol tiS knowledge 
accurately 1ep1esents Tenser and Mesa ptoduct use rn tile applteattOns whtch are tllustrated Ftnal 
determ•nattOn ot tile suitability of any inlot matton or material lot tile use contemplated and ns manner ol 
use 1S the sole responsiblltty of the user Printed in the U.S.A MESA-SPEC·2.04 
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