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The applicant. contractor Luis Rivera for o~ncr Alejandro Soriano, seeks conceptual design 
review rormbabiJitation ofa comec commercia• bvfWing and~ of a three-story re,arl..rl 

addition.. The addition would .rep)ace a deteriorated two-story rear wing. :,=? 
_:,:..., 

The existing stntcture is a modest two-·story Italianate row -building, origin.ally constructed in ~ 
1870s. Ha:ving stood wcant and open fur many ye.am, it is quite detenorated, with C\'idenoe of~-, 
structural failure. While the front section of the buildiog has a partial basement and sufficient 
foundations, the rear section has no basement and foundations that extend only several inches 
below grade. Acoordiogly, the north and east watts of the t'Cat' sootioli are extensivety cracked and 
out of plumb, with the face brick separating from the underlying brick. and many of the mterioc 
joists dislocated from the walls. Inadequate repairs over the years have not been able to correct 
what -was not well constructed in the first place. 

In -W<M'kmg wid\ 1he staff, 1he applicants have developed a plan fur~ and repairi}\g the 
front section of the building. and to replace the rear section with aP addition that allows them to 
~ a residence fur the owner and his fiunily. As a three~story addition at the Tear of a tw~story 
building is ,ap un11s11al r-OPditioo in the historic district,. the addition has bcea ()()l)CCi.ved to appear 
more ~ if it were a separate· abutting building facing Q Sm:et than as an addition to the building 
on ~ Street. The design is symmetrically composed with two-story projecting bays flanking a 
cenrer Cft1.taDce, a brick ~. one-over-one windows, procast trim and a strong cornice. 

While additional design work remains to be done, the cooocpt is compatible with the character of 
the historic district~ the solution works specifically here on a comer location as the taller three­
story addition can be de\doped to appear as a sq,arare. street-fronting building. As the plans 
continue to be developed. there are a variety of issues on the Q Street elevation that remain to be 
worked ou~ such as the door surround being stylistically inappropriate and over scaled for the 
building and the second floor window lintels being too close to the tops of the bays. The 
applicants' next step. in devdopmg the design should be preparation of a detaiJoo ~ ele\'3tion 
and section to show the level of demif and profiles. 

The staff recommends that me ·Review Boant approve the co11c:mualdesum as compatible with the 
clyarer.te-e of the historic district and that the applic3nt$ ooorioue fo wodt dosely with tht- e«:oo 
the design's development 
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