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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

*** 
Transponation Policy and Pfanniog Administr.ltion 

To: 

Froio: 

Date: 

Re: 

Andrew Al1man 
Director 

OfficeofPlanningd. 

Kemieth G. Laden -,:;..-r21",'V'Jr 

.Associate Director or T.--.~., ... 

October 5, 2004 

BZA No. 17200 -Speeud Exception for tbe Continuance of an 
Aecasory Parking Lot Located at 4422 Conneetieat Avenue, NW 

The Office of Planning (OP) refeiTed the subject· case to the District of Columbia 
Department of Transportation (DDOT) for recommendations regarding the operations of 
the parking lot. DDOT has reviewed the materials submitted and conducted several site 
visits, This memorandum addresses the t:nmsportation impacts of the application. 

The subject property is a Slll'face parking lot with 16 marked spaces serving the customers 
of the adjacent Burger King Restaurant, with a 20' wide public: alley separati.ag the 
restaurant from the loL Patrons have a 30-minute time limit based on signs posted in the 
lot. Three additional parking spaces are provided abutting Burger King for a total of 19 
accessory parking spaces. 

Patrons driving to the restaurant enter via a ono-way private driveway on Connecticut 
Avenue, NW. The drive aisle is divided into two lanes, drive .. through-service uses the 
left lane, through traffic uses the rlgb.t lane. The parking lot is accessed after crossing a 
20' wide public alley. A carwash business is located next to the subj~ site and the 
building's wall abuts the Burger King drive aisle. The carwash uses an internal 
circulation for vehicles as they enter from Connecticut Avenue, NW and exit onto the 20~ 
wide ally to the rear, The carwash exit is located sevc:ral feet from the drive aisle. 

Vebicl.es exiting the car wash are dried off outside by staff at one of three locations based 
on observations; a small privately owned paved area to the rear, the public alley, or on a 
portion of the Burger King loL The paved area provides space to stack two to three 
vehicles while they are being dried o~ however vehicles would be required to exit 
through the subject parking lot or use it to perfonn a U-tum. The operations of the C8l' 

wash create dangerous and uoac.c:eptable traffic conditions including the parking of 
vehicles in a public alley, and blocking access to 1he Burger King Par.king Lot Vehicles, 
even when temporarily parked in the alley, create a dangetous situation for patrons using 
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the drive aisle as the site distance to the right, already reduced by the building wall, 
would be even less as through vehicles are forced to drive adjacent to the carwash as 
shown in the pictures provided. (Attachment A) 

To alleviate some of the problems, DDOT recommends that Bmger King modify the 
design of the parking lot by creating a clearly marked one-way circulation pa:ttmn with 
cars entering from the north, nelll' the carwasb, and exiting to the south near the trash 
dumpsters. Realign the trash dumpsters so that their rear is flush with the raised curb of 
the sidewalk strip, to provide for more site distance for exiting vehicles. (Attachment B) 
Remove one or two parking. spaces at the northeast comer of the parking lot to provide 
for the repositioning of the parking lot entrance to align with the drive aisle. 

The subject site_ was previ~usly approved in BZA Order No. 16541 in 2000 and has been 
in use since 1982. The parking lot is well majntained and relatively free of trash and 
debris. Patrons of the Burger Kmg Restaurant observed the posted rules of the parkini 
lot by parking for only short time periods and operated vehicles in a safe manner. 
However, the adjacent business' vehlculal' operations aze unsafe and create dangerous 
traffic oonditions that impact 1he public and the applicant The 9Pplicant should 
coordinate with the carwash to alleviate the vehicular conflicts between the two 
operations. Accordingly, DDOT has .no objection to the application, and supports 
continuing use of the accessory lot for a time period not to exceed five years. 
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J. Vehicles atrempting to proceeded~, along Burger King drive through lane, being impeded from entering norlh, sourh alley by vehicles being 
hand dried by employees of adjacent car wa.rh. 
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2. Temporary worlr.rtarlon: used by employees of a,Qacenr car krlsh to hand dry ve_hicle.r fn alley behind Burger Kfng. 
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GOVERNM•T OF THE DISTRICT oWcoLUMBIA 

TO: 

B. Bailey 
OFFlCF. OF ZONlNC 

OFFICE OF PLANNING 

* * * --
FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 
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JohnMooi:e 
DATE: 

OCTOBER 6, 2004 
l'AX .NUMBER: TOTAL NO. 'or PACES TNO.UDJNG COVER.: 
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