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Mr. Dan Lutsky 
Saint Patrick's Episcopal School 
4700 Whitehaven Parkway, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. Lutsky: 

l~May2004 

MAcARmUR BouLir, 4925 
Outdoor HV AC uipment 
Noise Level M urements 

Per yow: request, Polysonics bas measured the noise levels fonn the outdoo,- HV AC 
equipment at your [4925) MAcARnruRBoULBVAJU> facility. Results of this survey are 
presented herein. 

NOISE CODE According to Title 20, Section 2701 of the District of Columbia ~unicipal 
Regulations, maximum permissible noise levels at the property l~e are: 

ZONE 

Residential, ... 

NOISE LEVEL MEASUREMENTS 

MAXIMUM NOISE LEVEL 
Daytime Nighttime 
60 dB(A) 55 dB(A) 

Noise levels were measured with a Bruel & Iqaer Type l Precision Sound vel Meter, 
with calibration traceable to National Institute of Standards and Technology. Meas ents 
were made on 11 May 2004, between 11: am and 12: pm. Measurements were in three 
locations on the Ashby Street side of the school. Three ( of five) units on the Ash Street side of 
the building and one ( of two) units to the rear of the buildini were operating durin the 
measurements. According to a school representative, all thermostats were set to a l w 
temperature and it wu cold inside the building. 

Consistent with Polysonics' previous experience, there are considerable so ces otnoise 
at this location. Commercial aircraft approach Reagan National Airport almost d" tly 
overhead, resulting in noise levels above 70 dBA. Automobile traffic on MacArth Boulevard 
includes ttucks and busses. This is mentioned not to say that there are already elev ted noise 
levels in the neighborhood, but to indicate the difficulty of measuring the HV AC ipment 
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MAcAR'THUA 6 UL.EVA"O, 4925 
Outdoor AC Equii:>ment 
Noise Lev I Measurements 

noise in this environment. At the measurement location furthest from the HV AC qquipment,. 
noise measurements were repeated compromised by songbirds. 

The noise levels from the HV AC equipment was detennined by watching~c meter over 
a period of 5 to 10 minutes, waiting for other noises to subside, and noting the lo st level 
indicated. Since the HV AC equipment was running continuously, the noise level not going to 
go below that of the HV AC equipment. The measured levels and locations are as llows: 

Noise Level, dBA 

54-55 
<45 
<50 

Location 

School property line, Ashby Street, ~30 feet from WAC units 
491 S Ashby Street, front porch 
4922 Ashby S1reet, end of driveway 

For the two off-site measurements, the levels presented are the lowest lever,bserved. 
Polysonics' opinion is that the noise level from the HV AC equipment is less, and uld not be 
properly measured due to the other sources. Nonetheless, the measured level at th school 
property line is acceptable by code, and will only be less further away. 

Please call if you have any questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

~~-
Peter C. Brenton 
Senior Acoustical Consultant 


