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We the ncdghbon or the 1300 block or Farragut Street, NW strongly oppose the 
RrantlnR of a special exception to the Amazing Life Games Pre-School for the 
purpose of establishing a child development centtr at 130.9 Farrasut Street, NW. 
Currently, this block &ouJH five (5) non-protlta (two schools, one community center, 
and two churches). Tbe11e facllitlos 1enerate Iota of tnfflc, noka, parking problems 
and additional tnlsh left by school eldldrea aad other vlslton to this street. We feel 
that our quality or life is already comprised and Chat tbe eraatinc of a special 
variance to tJae Amuln1 Life Games Pre-School provides 99 value added to the 
1300 bluck of Farraaut Street and will add to the issulllproblem1 we are presently 
expe ricncfng. 
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May25,2004 

1310 Farragut St NW 
wa.~hmgtoo, DC 20011 
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Jerrily R. Kress . .. , .. ..... 

Director, Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 41h Street, NW, Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Reference: Case Number 17163 

Dear Director Kress: 
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We, the members oftbc Farragut Street Block Club, arc writing in strong opposition of 
the special exception variance application made by the Amazing Life (fames PrC6School, 
Inc., for the pmposes of opening a child development center at 1309 Farragut Street, NW. 
On June 8, 2004, the Board of Zoning Adjustment will be hearing the above referenced 
case and we arc asking that this special variance be denied. 

Currently, the 1300 block ofFarragut Street is saturated with five non-profit instjtutions. 
We have West Elementary School and Y.O.U.R. Community Center, located at 14th & 
Farragut. In the middle of the block, there is a church located at 13 l 8 Farragut and at 
131h and Farragut St. there is, Marantha Gospel Hall. Additionally, we arc further 
impacted by the Kingsbury Center, which is located in the 5000 block of 14th and 
Farragut; as well as other churches and schools that are within a short walking distance of 
Farragut Street. The daily traffic generated by these facilities is overwhelming. One of 
the members in our group observed one momi.og a total of 27 buses utilizing Farragut 
Street for the purpose of transporting schoolchildren to these various institutions. ln 
addition to the buses, we must also contend with the parents/caretakers dropping off and 
picking up schoolchildren. Also, because of our proximity and case of use, our street is 
attnwtivc to commuters who use it as a thoroughfare for making their way between 13111 

and 141h streets. Finally, while the excessive traffic is a major problem. it i~ not the only 
issue we must deal with on a daily basis. The residents on this street arc constantly 
picking up 1rash in front of their homes left by individuals going to and from these 
facilities. To have a special variance granted to Amazing Life Games Pre-Schooi wm be 
an additional hardship to the 1300 block ofFan-agut Street as it will open it up to more 
traffic, parking problems, noise and other nuisances. For these reasons alone, we feel that 
this special variance should be denied. 

Director Kress, we would also like you to know a little about the 1300 block of Farragut 
Street. "Ibis stlffl is made up of a wonderful mixture of residents, senior citizens/retirees, 
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young business professionals, educators, homemakers and disabled. We love our street, 
take care of our property, respect our neip.bors and look out for one another. 'lbe 
Amazing Life Games Pre-School, Inc. has not demonstrated that they are about 
community. They entered our neighborhood l.D1der a veil of secrecy by purchasing the 
property at 1309 Farragut Street without our knowledge and then very arrogantly 
announced that they were our "new neighbors". Since they have owned the property, 
they have attempted to divide our neighbors and have made negative comments about 
another non-pro.fit institution located on Farragut Street. Additionally, they have been 
observed working in the building, sometimes late at night, with no record of any permits 
ever being issued by the DCRA. 

No one in our group is against education. we simply feel that the Amazing Life Games 
Pre-School, Inc. does not serve our community and provide no added value to our street. 
We also question the logistics of how they intend to load/unload children of their 
purposed age group (2 ½ to 4 ½) safely with the amount of traffic Farragut Street 
encounters on a daily basis. Also, since there is not adequate space in the backyard to 
accommodate 28 children fur playtime activities, we have been told that their intent is to 
utilize the Hamilton Street Playground, which is located three streets away. Again, 
clearly from a safirty issue we question this decision. The ANC has offered to assist the 
Amazing Life Games Pre-Schoo~ Inc. in finding a location that would be more suitable 
.fur their child development center. 

Lastly, as residents of the District of Columbia and taxpayers, we are concerned about the 
influx of non-profits entering om community. Last year, we received the largest property 
tax assessments ever. The property the Amazing Life Oamcs Pre.School. Inc. has 
purchased is geared for a "family" dwelling and fur owners that will come into our 
community, help to preserve our cohesiveness, and pay their fair share in taxes. We are 
not sure if you are aware. but the Director/Owner of the Amazing Life Games Pre-School 
is a resident of Virginia. So if granted this variance, when her school is done disrupting 
our lives for the day, she can pack up and take tbe revenues she has earned in our city and 
go back to her quiet residential street in the suburbs. 

On June 8, 2004, the Farra.gut Street Block Club will be in attendance at this hearing. We 
are also applying for party status so that we may be adequately prepared to participate in 
these proceedings. In closing, we are asking that this special variance be denied in 
accordance with the guidelines set forth by the District of Columbia Municipal 
Regulations regarding R-1 Districts. 

Sincerely, 

(A.lloched Petitions will serve as Signatures) 

Farragut Street Block Club 

c; A. Fenty 
V. Wa.,hington 

vd Wd6Z:L0 V00G: SZ •fiew 3Sl~lN3 l~l : 1-Q!.:I 



WE THE RESIDEN"IWbJ' 4C02 ARB·CONPRONTED DAUY WITH ISSUES or 
PARKING AND BEA VY TRAFFIC JN. OlJR o'VERBURDENED COMMUNITY. 
TUB.EE BLOCKS FROM 1309 l'ARAGtJT STREET ARE 4 FACILITIES THAT 
SEllVES APPROXIMATELY 600 STUDENTS ON.A DAILY BASIS; THIS .. 
NUMBER DOES NOT INCLUDE STAB IN TBESB F4j:ILr'IDS. WE MUST 
OPPOSE ANY ADDfflON~ l'ACJUl'Y AT 1~ J'AltAGUT STRD:T, NW. 
THE 1300 BLOCK OF FAltAGUT IS DIRECfLY An'ECfltD BY 3 OF THE 
EXISTING EST.ABIJSBMENTS • 

PRJNTNAME . SIGNNAME 
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Farragut Straet Block Club ~--------------·-···--·-
Fax Transmittal Form 

To Director, Jarity R. Kress 

Name: 
Organization NemelDept: BZA 
CC: 
Phone number:202-727-6311 
Fex number: 202-727-6072 

OUrgert 
• ForRBW!'II 
• Pleele Ccmment 
• PteaMRIIPIY 
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Fn;,m Farraaut Sbat Brock Club 

Contact: Edith Tolbert 

Phone: 202-829-4610 
Fu 202-a29-4513 

Data sent: 5-25-04 
Time sent 
Nll't'lber of pages Including cover page: 6 
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Pbona: 202-829-4510 
Fax: 202-829-4513 
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