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1311 Farragut Strec :t NW 
Washington, DC 211011 

May 24, 2004 

Jerrily R. Kress 

Academic SArvfr.As 

Director, Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street NW, Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 2 :>00 1 

Dear Director Kre: 1s, 

" ' 

.) 

I am writing to ye u today to protest the granting of a zoning varia11ce: for Amazillg Life 
Games Preschool, Inc. (ALO) at 1309 Farragut Street NW., applit::ation number 17163. 
While the establis unent of a pre-school is a noble intention, the resi.dent~ strongly protest 
this new entity fc,r several reasons. Primarily, the 1000 foot, "l~l00 block of Jiarragut 
Street, NW of 2:i residential lots is already saturated with five separate R-1 zoning 
variances and the combined adverse effect on the community. Sec:on.dly, there will be a 
duplication of set vices provided to the residents - three of the five establishm.~,nts are 
childcare establisl ments satisfying the needs of the immediate and :surrounding wsidents. 
The services of JLG are not needed on 1300 Farragut Street N\V. Also, the .Amazing 
Life Games Pre-::chool is an out-of-state establishment' that 'will transplant its current 
population to ow community, therefore not serving the residents of the 1300 Mock of 
Farragut Street NW, but residents of other areas of"the city as di13taJ1t as LeDrciit Park, 
Adams-Morgan 'a 1d Virginia. 

Finally, this requ ,st for zoning variance will create an cumulative= UILdue burderi upon a 
small residential community that is already saturated with zoning variances and the 
adverse effects cf traffic, noise, parking problems and.,commun:ity cohesion. I am a 
resident of the 1300 block Farragut Street, a member "·of CBENA, the neighborhood 
association, and 1 he 14th Street Heights Economic Revitalization Committee. I love and 
respect my neigh~ors and actively care about the social, emotional ·and political welfare 
of our residents. · 

The 1300 Block crfFarragut Street is currently saturated with R-1 vm~ 
The 1300 block , ,f Farragut ~treet "NW is a R~ 1 disttjct, '?\c'9.<>~~:tg i~. titl~ _1 ~ 'chapter 2 
Section 200.1 o:· the pistrict ,of ColQmbia'·Municipal

1Re11 "l~ ·c,os'•th'e;R-Ccf ·•'Qt'is 
d . ed t " , 't''·t'll\111,~d ;1"•'.s'I' ti~.:,t, ··• on 1'w l,'.:i .. 1111111m~1-~ ~Ptl·of1,ffrc.lt1r.•1•·p ",i~'hr· d es1gn O pre, ec qwi;,~ res1ucn w. areas,now u~e opea ,Wl 1 cme-.1.amt y .tletac e 
dwellings." 1n :ny op~~n_-~d ll?-.. ~?:( ~(~e:~~!~~~~.1~f.1~oft~~t~~;~(~, 
herein referred 1 o as ''the residents," granting of a zoning· vari1mc:e to Amazu:ig Life 
Games Pre-Scho >1, Inc., herein referred to as ALG, will violate G,:m:ral Provisiun ·200.2, 
Title 11, Chaptu· 2 which states the provision of'R-1 "are· intcinded to "stabilize the 
residential areas md to promote a suitable enviro~ent .. : ; and fQr 1;be reason, .only a few 

BZA additional and compatibl~ uses shall be permitted."' Grantirtg'i Zllning variancu to i\LG 
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at 1309 Farragut S1 reet NW would allow the existence ·of a sixth R-l zcmrig\1ariail,,::e in a 
one-block area witb only 25 residential lots. Nearly one-~alf of the north side. o.:f 1300 
Farragut Street is occupied by West Elementary School, a DC Public Sch<Jol, its 
playgrqund, sporu field, basketball courts and small, staff parking lots. The school 
already brings substantial traffic to the street in the mornings~ aftc:m<>OD$ and evenings 
from parents, aftei school care providers, visitors and school-buses. Also, becaw:c there 
is no parking in f :-ont of the school, the residents already have diflfoulty findin.g legal 
street parking on tJ le western end of the street. 

In addition to W eE t Elementary School, the Kingsbury School, a privat,e special education 
school is located , Lt the closed end of Farragut Street on 5000 blo,:~k ,:.,f 14th Stret,t NW. 
The school serve I the Metro DC area and none of the residents in the sum1unding 
community. The 57,000 square foot Kingsbury Center building an,i its adjacent grounds 
serve 1000 students and adults, all of whom are transported to the rnchool daily by school 
buses or by cars. One hundred teachers, administrators and staff also drive to thu school 
daily. As such, tiere is a great deal of traffic on··l4th·Street-and-mpiJ.lliig onto·the-1300 
block of Farragut Street because it is the closest side street, providi.ng easy acces:;, to 13th 

Street NW, a m1jor north-west commuter corridor. The Kingsbwy School fa a day 
school btit it also provides evening tutoring and diagnostic ·serviceil, student services and 
trustee.activities, contributing more to the substantial evening 4'lfic on Farragu.t Street 
and 14th Street. At leastJwice a )'ear, the' Kin2a1'urv reniJt 1Jii>ldJ':Jarge\.furuiraising 

ts .C. th • +. 'd 4-;.J i ' · 1:.-:1 1 l•··a· i It· ;.,!i 'i.:• ld"'Jr'tn·t" ni1e;JJ~111.11,t: ·Th· · ~ nnrl 1 ..::::.,H• • )1 I • , .. 
even_ 1.or e s~, ~ eni.a, :Par!n'°"._.~, . ,s -~er,o: ., .~~~,,in ~~t;~f~~~- : :., ,: .~9,~uu~~,w .~~1se, 
parking and traf1c emanating :fr~m these _e_y~n~. -~pne -~~e .. ~ .~.dµ,~ _bmv~i. to the 
residents of 1301 I Block of Farragut· Street:-t\dd 1i&thar·tbe·ad:lily·tra.ffic· ~oin-·w est 
Elementary Scho >l, and you have a community saturated with traffic and parlcintf issues. 
An additional prf -school, ALG, would add to the residents'; traffic. an.d p~king• :problems 

• • • I 

in the mornings, rltemoons and evenings. Residents· on either sidt:: of the ALG i(remises, 
1307 and 1311 Parragut Street NW suffer •from life-tbreateiµng health probfoms and 

canno~ .. have ~ -~~ ... ~~~,t~1•1~~~w.1;~~ ,.Jf~PefiJ?!'l .. ~1 ,; .~P~&~~f. .. !~~~~s~ 
ambulances or m ::dical attention at.any fune of.day .. -

There is a third :hildcare · establishment oif the"soutIDiid~'oftfie~f·3eicflii6ck"'61tFattagut · 
Street NW. The Y.O.U.R. Community Center is a ·co~umty-ba:sed ·daycare 'ibat ·serves 
many of the chi! dren on the block. The Center' is' ·run• 'by'.~ ·tong••tirne resident· arid was 
established only after the director sought substantial community i:nput and supp,Jrt. The 
Center-is suppo·ted _by the ~oinmwtj~ and'~~es,;~~_.ijs~~~#!h~W'~{J~PQ,,-~i'?~k of 
Farragut Street. Because most"of the· ~1dents 'liv.c;.iri. the· Iieii:ihj)orhoo<F therei'.'are f~w 
parking or traffi, ~:, "rol>le&11Uis-'~rfs\il(Jl tiie 'Y.ouif c~~~~lc~ffi:~~l-~ 1,

1famili~ 
and children wa]lc to and frcim the Center:•·" .... ,I . h .. n"" .. ' ,,. ,.,., .• o/.. ,L• •.. " J ....... 

Duplication of Services 
Clearly, there ate already more than a "few· additional~' compatibl.e" childcare 'c•:mters· on 
the 1300 block >f Farragut Street NW. The residents feel tb,at tile are3: i~ no fonger the 
'' • • • • '' • • • ' • • • I • • I • • I 1 • 

qwet, ·res1denti ll ar~a" ~~! ~~ .~tended_ .~dfl;·~e, ~p~~i~~ifig --~~~~1:ts -~lf~. to 
the five current zonµig variances on ·the, street.~1-l'he adrl;lion oLALG .would dunlicate 
services already ··pro~d~d' 'tts :the '~oiiiroumty,' ~~ 1,aeiffo=tt'.!W-;~Qt~c~.rb1il~tial 

ll!003 
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climate" of the nei. ~borhood with increased traffic and. parking. · ALO' s applicatio:n for a 
Pre-SchooVChild : )evelopment Center for ''28 stuf:ien~, .. 4 or. S · 1teachers and l or 2 
parents" and the ; LG director not a matter of right,: since the clire1~tor .. ~yes in Virginia 
and has stated no intention of, moving into :the·:pr~mis~?·at.!11309 .. J;rarragut .. ~~lt NW. 
Therefore, a Zonil1g Variance is "required. At least\five:adults will be parking· at the 
school daily, but there are only 2 parking spots on Farragut Stree'I NW and one: in the 
alley behind the 1,roperty, in violation of DCMR Title 11, Chapter 2, Section 205.4, 
which state that ''t ne center shall provide sufficient off-street parking spaces to meet the 
reasonable needs c fteachers, other employees and visitors." 

In addition to the ~ ·ear-round schooling provided for the children, th1:re are, monthly board 
meetings in the evenings with as many as 10 families, and cars, att1mding. The p:roperty 
cannot sustain 10 : Ldditional parking spaces one evening per month. The current rusidents 
use off-street par:dng in the evenings, talcing up all available s1,ace. Other J>ark:ing 
problems will aris:, at the twice-annual Celebrations for all 28 famnlies and children and 
the annual Auctioi 1 for as many as 48 people. Current parking regulatlons cannot sustain 
an influx of 48 cats on the weekends. 

Also, the resident:, are not convinced that the school will remain at its:" current si2~:,. One 
of the reasons the ALG mov.ed Frnm its current location'·on'Mintw1>0<l-Place.NW· was to 
have more space for its .. gi-owT;g1 1p1opuiatiQfi!11 ~tr:~<i' ill~to' .:1:n

1ahitain °i~11l~AEYC 
accreditation, it 1 ClUSt provide a minimum .. of one'·'·teachet ;t,/ ,e;•ert 7:'. chiidreJ1J1 ··The 
additional of one more child will require another teacher,. an(I presumably .another 
parking space. 1'he parking needs of additio~al·students, ·parents;, teachers and visitors 
cannot be met b:> the parking that is currently available.' ' .. The fi·ee:,style, unstructured 
'~lay'' .education >f ny~nty-eight cbil~~ at~~'wfW1~e·1~er{n~:!~r,,.~i;i ~~If!>~~~ as 
will the drop off; 111d nick un·. of ,these ·students and natents. ·Th~"1d.atly noislwi.iJ' disturb 

• • •• , . ..,. ~,•;•;,•,--'\. , .... "'"\'\ 1( 1:' .~qlf1"1ent ~lt-strceL:,parJ..c·.ng: S!)UCUl-i-tO ntCtl t,:..; 
the quiet atmosph ,re prQtected l;;y R-1 zomng proY1s10:ps.. ·· · -' ·· · 

The establishmen: of a third child development centerwithin·1ooei feet of 1309, Farragut 
Street is also a v. olation of DCMR Title 11, Chapter ·2,. S~tion ~!.OS .s·, •wiio~e jiresence 
will indeed have · he "cumulative effect" of an "adverse· unpact oii :the, neighborh1>od due 
to traffic, noise, < ~erations, or other similar factors· such. as' parking 1md COIDDlUJJ.ity ire. 
Two ALG paren1s liye in surio~g· blo~k(~d.·im~C?tsta#~'-.tbio··a~~e~e)m.Pact that 
ALGwillb • t fh •· edit' 'd ts·'V:'t 'th 101 •111 t-'•' l.,n•b11 '-: '11f 14-1..!llA-NC •, d . nng -~ e.~ .a.e_re~1 -~ ,-.,,_,1,,~, ,e,P,~E s~~c;11.c:rs 9 .we .•. -~ 
th Cart B · .. "E· ,1 t''N' 1•~,.:-b· -1'.,.:-],,d •· "1.~}h • 'ti111Ye"(CB" -•·i·.·~fe1,,, 1JaJJn•:!.'Lt' .,m11r.i1 .~,1~," 'li e er arroll as ; . et~ . OIJ,JP.O .rusoc1a on:. n: naYe ·i oue;u . agan:ist sue 
establishments in the neighborhood, did not consult their colleague11 and ~eighl:>ors on the 
intended pmposes of 1309 Farragut Street·before-·1rvlas~purchi:is~i:-~!J:])ommllllity 
support was sought, and immediate neighbors did not have 8:ll .opportunity to .~s,;uss the 
issue with ALG. As a result, the community.is dividecf over the la<:k'of conside'ralion and 
apparent subvers:o?- of neighborho~d input. _';I'he ~nin~-y~an,~::es is ,~,l ~-~verse 
effect upon the < limate of the neighborhood,'. a "su:ni_l~JactQr'~~to1 t\lc, n~igqbo-rhoo~'s 
undue burden. · 

iai°004 
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each Sunday, addng to the traffic and·parkingprobleiiis 'tliat'occui du:rfuiftlie'\v,:iek from 
the schools. Wb eJ,t th~ ,are w~~gs or ~~~s-.at -~~,r:~~.J;i~B~~t's~:-~t ~:~UfC~~ 
have posted ''res,:rved" parking signs, blocking current residents £:'Om parking·m front of 
their own homes. I ask you to deny.the ALG :i:equi:,.stiouii011inu~Y.llrianc.e .. Jor .. J309.. 
Farragut Street~ W. The R-1 community is simply saturated with 5 non-profit: zoning 
variances in a 10 )0 foot area. One quarter of the establishments c,n tb.e block ar~: zoning 
variances, a direct contributor to the deterioration of the "quiet res.i de:ntial area'' )l'rovided 
for in Section 20{ .1. 

ALG will not sen ·e the Community or the Residents of 1300 block pf Farragut Stri~et. 
The Director of) mazing Life Games Pre-School, Inc lives in Virginia. The curr~mt staff 
and students pull from all parts of the city and surrounding states, theirefore the majority 
of the current pop .tlation will not come from the community. Henci,, tne establishment of 
ALG will not be a service to the surrounding community, nor to tb.e residents, who are a 
mixture of senior citizens and families, already have three other schools on th,, block 
from which to ch< ,ose. In addition to these establishments, there are thr~ more day-care 
centers within tw11 blocks of the proposed ALG site· at ·1'309;,Farrm.gu.t Sµ-eet ·NW. The 
residents and I at~ saturated with daycare centers•:·and- we do not: sttpport another R-1 
zoning variance a: 1309 Farragut Street NW.-. As-previously-statc:l,-1he.day-caru-center 

., I , I,•, 'l•J 1•, •1 , ' 

cannot grow in si:~e without violating parking·codes;·im'the popubtion will"contiitue to 
serve the commun ty outside of 1300 Farragut Street NW. · · · · 

When ~e prop~• was for sal~ -~ J~"(~f ~o~:~' ~~-(~7-,~7-~l~*-?,~:~~ -~r;~o\<:~~?Ps'' 
were to purchase :he property, .. $0 · the current owners .were aware of the limitat1~ns. of 
th .. • t ti .·th 'ti:iii"' ..• ,· •r : ,•1,h· ,:.•·111,.f_or._H,e~~Slilli,IJ.li!UJh.:ill'i 1,1,.i~~ r'\k~,-1c·,(, .. ,I etr men: ons a ·· e e o pure ase . .tU Swneu ear er, two pare;i1t.:1.0 we .l"ll, r co-;op 
were aware of the R-1:zoning prri~si6ris1for 1tli~bl~c~L~a1~~&11~,oii,;e~:eie~s··than a 
half-mile away from 1309 Farragut Street, on 14~-Street,--there-are· 3~' properties, many 
currently vacant, t1 tat are zoned for cooperatives and day care cent-ers. The local ANC 
commissioner ad, ised the group agamst applying ~or . R-1 variance towaxd the 
establishment of a day care center, and even' offered to

1h~ip the' c::o-op find a S-llitably 
zoned property int 1e community; CBENA, the'local--n:eiQ:hborbood· 1lSs~iatioii'voited not 
to support the AL( ·m their 

I 
fforts to est~fo:Wa:·c1a:'l)~~Wbn''f·\i:{t1:;e·1,:011r1

• (II\, 
1•::as1did 

th I . al 'ANC ...... ~ ·,.,,A T'o' ~ 11.>l ,)If! 11: li.(;J~hj l,',·CO~.:Jll.'Vtt+(.~ .... ,ffc11~(:,._;h .d~m~~11 , ·1,h· 1 • e oc . _ ue .tU.., wor& on we ouse '" 1.1,. :pm bµ·.~ .L·,·1.on p_y .eve~:n.g as 
• ., -, .. 11,, tr"." ,,,11·n·,ni.1•"'1• 1 f'O 

registered continuei l complaints from neighbors, 
. . . 

For all of these rea: ions, it appears that AI:G: has no ·mter~t _in _serving 1~e _co~w:dty or 
meeting its needs. Instead, they have been subversive and confrontational. They' do not 
have the current ca: ,acity to meet the needs of "ilie. commuiiiiy ;_ and therefore their .rtated 
purposes are not valid forl309 Farragut'Street. · 

The Undue burden< 1n the community 
As stated previousl:r, the pres~c~ o{a'sixth'R;;l~~i~(-Y.~~ce·~~i:>i)~e~~ip.1tlife · 
Games Pre-School, Inc, Applicati~n number 17163 will ·c~ntribute 1!0 un a.Jre.ady. undue 
burden on the surr)unding community. ' There.·are many- traftid; noise· and· p~crking 

, ' • ,,_ •,-1 I, , '• • 
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problems associa tt;<i .. dr)yeM1)?-l~c;J1~ SchPA.lt:lh~r ~~b.~1,Q~n.t~~cl_1Uv.ij¥Q~ 
Community Cen1 er. The street cannot sustain' more vehicle, bicy1~le or sidewalk' traffic. 
One-fifth of the premises· on the 1300. Block.-of-Farragut-Sttc::et. a:re-R,:-J . .Lvnriances, 
contributing to tl .e deterioration of the "quiet residential. atmosph1:re•' guaranteed by the 
zoning provision:,. The additional noise from 28- school age childz1:m comes on top of the 
500 children at \{est Elementary and the 1000 children at Kingsbury. Ours is ::L strong, 
diverse community doing its part to support children, families and education, but how 
much should one street, one community be expected to take? 

We support education and community involvement, be we cannot support another R-1 
variance, the sixt 1 on our street, by the ALG. All but two house on. the street uigned a 
petition against tJ 1e establishment of another daycare center, ALG, on our street. We ask 
that you follow t1 .e lead of the residents, the block, the neighborhc,od associatioll. and the 
ANC and deny tl .eir request for a special exception to zoning variani:::e at 1309 Farragut 
Street NW. 
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