
RIXEY-RIXEY ARCHITECTS 

Mr. Denzil L. Noble, Administrator 
Building and Land Regulation Administration 
941 North Capitol Street NE 
Suite 2000 
Washington, DC 20002 

re: 1680 31st Street NW 

Dear Mr. Noble, 

15 December 03 

This letter is written in support of the attached construction code 
variance/modification for the above referenced property. The application is 
requesting permission to enclose an existing second floor roof terrace with a 
glass conservatory, which will be unconditioned, for the following reasons: 

1. The permit was denied because the proposed enclosure is 3' from the side 
property line. The existing condition with the open roof terrace is in 
compliance and/or is "grandfathered", and is not being altered. The 
enclosure of unconditioned space does not alter the existing condition. 

2. While the proposed enclosure is 3' from the side property line, it is 15' + 
from the nearest building. The total glass area on the side elevation, 
including the proposed conservatory, is less than 15% of the wall surface. 
Code allows up to 25% glazing with 15' + of separation. 

3. The purpose of the enclosure is to allow handicapped access for the owner 
between the split levels of the second floor. 

4. The property is subject to approval by several historic review boards, and 
the proposed enclosure has been approved unanimously by those boards. 

On behalf of the owners, I respectfully request that the variance/modification 
be granted. 

: -...J CJ 

Sincerely, 

Douglas Rixey, AIA 
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BUILDING AND L~ REGULATlON ADMtNJSTRATIOrt 

@002 

CONSTRUCTION CODES/VARIANCE/MODIFICATION APPLICATION 

Project orPe•mit Number: 6 £j#f j·~-------

In accordance with Section 106.2 of the District of Columbia Construction Code :Supplei:1ent ofl999, DC.MR 12A, 
as amended. I hereby request a variance/modification to The D.C. Constrncti~ (l!odes, SJ >eci.fica.Uy . * 
(Code) ~ SeotionNmnber 7,9' Section Title '. Elt'7'"'-'I'~ -WA-I,.~ 
In order to acamunodate the following special circumstances or hardship: fifM# • ~E-&"'17¥:"t 
lifHt:,,uJ$C1,-S- Or e:,,!.'~rYNf: $#Cd61D -~p.a P-Np ?F)~ - AJ'" 
C,/:IA-Af&-/1 z::r> ~ ~PC,M'r,ve, .. ep .e,,c/J 77N6- ~~/P,l,e.tp' ,(12/T,' 
P"I C W"...,..,,,...., 7'11V 

As an alternative means of compliance with the regulation specified abQve. I propose to; 

Pl,,&lt## -~R ~A#/, i0 · a,--;-,,iz;e_ 

l 

1, the owni::r/owner' s agent. assume full responsibility for- non-compll3Jlce to said Code sectioo(s) and ren<ler the D.C. 
Government hann!ess fur any consequent Ilabllities. · · 

Waiver request is based on: .AppliaJtion denial YES WNO f J; Plan review comments YES k NO l: ; Field Insp~on 
disapproval YES [ J NO [ ); Other YES [ J NO l J . ; • · 

~~~r;([B \.v,,;:..~~ ~.,!;"'Ol>(Sf,7 
~ ~ ~~~ U/ITH UJ&,CHP-.1 . o : . ,c;rsm_~-~t(a~2.i~ 

FO:lt OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

l~econu, ~endatioo: · 
Reviewed by: _-'--__________ Date;----~- ;• Appr:we o Dl.!ippnve 

· Approve 
• Disapprove 
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STATEMENT OF CONDITIONS OF BUJLi.DING ANP VVAIVE:F~ 
(APPLICANT MUST COMPLETE THIS WAIVER APPLICATION SUPPLEMENTA~ FORM 1 HROUGH n .. EM 21 ) 

Project Addtess; ..;/._~;:__::.Ill~~-· _.J._:v_V __ ___;_.....:;...--:. __ __::_ __ --+----'-·-------......_-~ 

Lot 1,/ Square: IZ-9/ Date of Waiver Apptlcation: 

AFFIDAVIT 

The information on the bulldlng, the premises and the pr·oJei::t fat which I am 
applying for a waiver. provided hereafter. to the best C>f my knowledge: Is 
complete and correct. · · 

Slgna~ure ½e: k I~ -i- Name (print): . r::oc.,G-·-1,,"'ct; /2-l>< l:'i1..f t ,-~A 

DATA ON BUILDIN,9 

f. HEIGHT OF BUILDING: 2- Li STORIES ABOVE GRAOE. 

2. FLOOR OF TOPMOST STORY IS ,2 P Fl:ET ABOVE 
LO\JWST LEVEL OF FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE ACCESS. 

3, TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION (CIITJ/s one): 

1A 1B2A2~2C 3AG4 5A 5B 

4. USE GROUPS IN THE BUil.DiNG (Circle s/1 applicable): 

A•f -A A-1-B A-1 A-2 . A-3 A~4 A-5 

B E F F·1 F-2 H 1-1 1-2 

1-3 · M R-1 R~.2 ® S-;1 S-2 · U 

5. AREA OF LARGEST FLOOR: ~-"-- SQUARE Fffi· 

6. E:X1$TIN!3 FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS (Check A!.L 
appff cable}: 
Q FULLY Sl'RINKLEREO BUILDING 

. 0 PARTIALLY SPRINKLERED BUILDING (Specify below) 
gJ NO SPRINKLER SYSTEM . 
D HALON SYSTEM (lnolcate location below) · 
0 FULL STAND PIPE COVERAGE · 
RJ NO STAND PIPES • OTHER (Specify below) 

' .· : . ... :·.. . .. :~. : . 

7. NUMBER OFFLOORsisaow ( ;RADE: ·- f --=-----
A..._WINDOWl.ESS l3Aserur LEVELS? (Check one): 
LJ NO ;~YEH 
If Yes, which? (olicle al/.app/lcabie) 

e 82 83 84 85 B6 

9. ~!STING FIRE PROlECTIVE SIGNALING SYSTEMS (Che,;k 
,!>1)8); 
LJ VOICE ALARM SYSTEM 
0 AUDIO/VISUAL ALARU SYSTEM 
0 AUDIBLE ALARMS ONLY ~ , NONE 

10_ EXISTING .FIR!: PROTECTrVE SIGNALING SYSTEM 
Jl!ITIATING'DEVICES!(Check <tfl applicable): 
LJ MANUAL PULL STAtlON ONLY 
D PULL STATION AND!AUTOIJJ ,TIC DETECTION DEVICES: 

S/ilOK.E DETECTOR~: · . . .. -•. 
HEAT DETECTORS 
SP.RINKLER '.FLOW SNITCHes 
AMPER -SWtTCHES 

0NoNe· . ; 

11. EXISTING EJJ~RQENCY POWER BACKUP SYSTEM !Clleck al! 
applicable): ' 

§ GAS FIRED OR DIESgL DRIVE ·I EMERGENCY GENERAToi;· 
CENfflAUZED fN~R~R SY~ lTEM fBA lTERY PACK) · 

. UNJN,:SRR!JPTIBLE..P.DWSR ! YSTEM (U~S> 
0 UNIT BATT-ERY P.A¢Ks. , Wf"NONE 

12: EXISTING FIRE PUMP:(Check me): 
0 ELECTRIC MOTOR DRIVEN 
D ENGINE DRIVEN ' ~NONE 
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· 13. EXISTING·ElEYA.TOR EQUIPMENT (Check all applicable)•: ;B ELEVATOR RECALL, PHASES I AND 2 
. ELEVATOR POWER 13ACKUP 
~WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE CABS 

)ti 'a Iver Data . 
(CIITeck on,i for each question) 

17. HAS ANY OT)i~RWAiVER(S) BEEN GRANTED TO THIS • ELE.CTRJC . /8 HYDRAULIC O NON:B BUILDING? . 
?iifNo :. Ov1s D UNKNOWN 

14. EXISTING SPECIAL LOCK/NG ARRANGEMENTS (Chae~ all 
a·pplic~ble and olrcl(il appflcable floors): 
O YES (Complying with Section 812.5.~ 
0 YES (Specfal approval) l(J NONE 

' 

. I( )'.ft.5; J.)~~~~~ _0,~l"flt,Br 
of war,r,'er. R~qy~si(s}: 

' 
18. IS TI-¾ERE ANY OTHER \o\AIVER REQUEST(S) PENDING FOR 

THIS BUILDING ? ; 
B6B584S.3B281t 2 3 -4 58 7 69101112131f liJ No O YES O . UNKNDlNN 

15. EXISTING SPECIAL CONDITIONS (Ctieclc 11II applleable): 

B 
. ATRIUM BUILDING O MALL BUILDING 

PRESSURIZE;O STAIRWAY ENCLOSURES · 
· MECHANICAL SMOKE CONTROL SYSTEM 
· COMMERCIAL KITCHliN EXHAUST SYSnM 
• NONEOFTHEABOVE 

16. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY (Chsck all appllcable> 

If Yes, provid1t number 
ofwatver Request(~): 

DATA ON CUR~!;NT PROJE.'CT 

19. FLOOR LEVELS Jt!IVOLVE[I IN CURRENT CDNSTRUCTIOU 
PROJECT (Circle a I a'pplionbte): 

·B6B5~--~.B3!J2 .1,1234567 8 9 1011121;)14 . . ·, '· 

:: ACCESSIBLE £N'TRANCE TO BUil.DiNG. 
: ACCESSIBLE ELEVATOR TO ALL FLOORS · . 
' LIMrTEV ELEVATOR ACCESSIBILITY 20. FLOOR LEVELS AFF,ECTED ( :Y PRESENT WAIVER REQUE~:T 

ACCESSIBLE TOILET FACILITIES THROUGHOUr BUILDING (Circle all appHcable): 
LIMITED ACCl;9SIBILITY OF TOILET fACILITIES · . 
WHEElCHAIRLIFTS aisB584B3B2811 i 3 ,} S 6 7 a 9 10111213H 
WHlaELGHAJRACCESSIBJ..E PARKING FACILm1::s 705-1r,tr. . I!- r.vA-£.l_ .. s '. ~"·--- ·1•~"- ._,r.:.) 1-\FT-EOUIPPED VAN PARKING SPACES _ ~ !:..""'~ ..,,,..,.. 

NONE oF THE ABOVE 21, CODE SECTION FROM )WilCH'NANER IS BEING REQUESTED· 

______ CO$E. SECTION# -~----

::: _-.-_--~·-·::.-: :::.·:.:·: :: ::.: :::.~·::::::::.·: ::.: ::.· ::::: ::::::.·::::: :::_·: ::: ::::::: ::::.-: ·-_· :::.:: ...... ·----...... -·: :.·:;::::::.:·~-:::.::::.·: :::::.-:::.- ... ..... .. ...... · .-.-.. .. :::::.~ ·:::..· . -~. :: .. :-:-::::.: ·--:_·_-::::.::::::.:·::.. :~ ·.:·:::::.:·.·:: :::.:.--:.·:::.~ 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY . 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL OF WAIVER REO~EST 

A SPRK. FL.RS.: [ J FUL.f3(}-B5-,B4-~B2-Bl-1-2•3-4-&-
8-7-8-9-10-11-12-13--·14, [ J PRT.: Bt,-B5~B4-\3~82.,8.1· 
1-2-3-4-5-.6-7~0-9110•11·12-13-1.4, [ l ~UL,.SPRK.BtD~. 

B. [ ] SMK.DET.: [ J F.A.CON. , [ I HD.WR.SGL.ST.; 
[ I BAT.$GL.ST. 

C. [ ) TYP.CNST.UPGR.: A 'JA 28 3A 5A 

D.[ J EXT.STOP.: [ .J THRU.BLDG., [ J FUL.FLR. 
COV.: 86-65-B4-83-B2-BI 1 ·2·3-4-5,;6-7--8-9-10-11-12-13-14 

E. [ J FPSS UF'GR.: f J VC.; [ I AUONIS_; [ ] AUD. 

F. f J FPSS ADD. DEV.; [ ] SD, [ J HID, [ ) SFS, 
[ J TS . 

G. I J EN.E3Kl,JP.Ul?GR.:[ J :JEN.; f I INV.; ( JUPS; 
! J t)NIT SP . 

i 
H: l ']F.'PP.,: [ l J:L.J ( l Oi:,L-; { I G'AS 

1. [] ELV.UPGR.: [] ~EC.; [] P\NR.BKUP,; [ J ACC. 
CAB; [ ] ACC.CTRL. : 

' 
J. OTHER: [ ] ST.PRj.; [ ] RMP.; [ ] CH.LF; 

[ ] UNSX.ACC.TLT.: [ ' ] /BLDG., [ ] /FLR. ; f J ACC. 
DRKF.; [ J --PKG.SP.; [ J __ VAN PKG.SP .. 
[]SPEC. · 


