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The Decision ofDCRA Issuing Building Permits 
B455571 & B455876 Notwithstanding Non­
Compliance of Plans with FAR, Height, and Setback 
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CRe'otg;'Ofii.-'No/51 

.:.-~;·o.r-Tila.t ttie'corj:)Oratl~ri.·"Cou~(and irucil'or·hli 0fs:t~ 
-. ants as he may designate in writing· ·a.re hereby ituthor!Ua 
.. U:1 e':xeclite in the name of ~e .J:?l.m'il:t of ¢olum1:iia any 
·release In· coiibei:Uon w1~. the· z;,ettlement of any claim 
of the Dt.sirlct o! ColUmbia in the following casee: . 

l. Where the tull ~ouni O! the clatm· as It appeai-6 Oil 

the 'books o!. the Accounting Ot!ice hu: been paid; or 
· 2. Where the run amount ~et forth in the original de­

mand !or payment has been paid; or 
3. Where the full amount or any sett)ement or compro­

. mise as· approved l:JY the Commlssioners bas been paid; 
or 

4. ·W'bere damaged propet:tf· o! the Dl..stric'i' o! Columbia 
has been satisfactorily repaired at the expense o! the 
party responsible· for such damage. · . · · 
· D: That the Corporation Counsel is hereby authorized 
to Waiv'e any claim aDd release any llen· B.r1slng· urider thE 
prov1sloru o! Section 18_ of the Public Assistance Act of 
1962 (~c:t.lon 3-217, D.C. ~. 1967 _ed. (now 1973 ed.)) 
when, In hiS Judgment, such wa.lver or rellie.se Is 
ap.Jlroprlate. 

."Public .'OtWtles conuiusslon", wherever 1t appear& 1n 
thls order, was ch.ariged to "PubJ!c Servlce_(:-omm!Bsion.of 
the District or Columble"-by Act Aug. 3(), 19!!4, 78 Stat. 
634, ~b._L .. ~03, I :u. See I ~2418,_ " 
r .. Tbe ;name o!-:the· MUD1clpa.l' Court, wherever. It appean 

1n · thla order, w8.1!. changed. to '"DJ..e1.rlct or Columb1s 
.. Court ot·• General Sessions" by Act July 8,- 1963, T1 Stat. 
,· 77, ·.Pub. L. 88--60,- 1 1; and subsequen-tly chang-ed· to 

"Supenor Oa\ll'1t of .the DJ.stz1ct. ot Columbia" by- Act 
July 29, 1970, Pub. L. 91-358, I 1Mi(a), 84 8tat:.570.J 

l'l'he name or the ·Municipal Court or Appeal!! was 
changed to "D1st.r1ct ot Columbia Court or Appeal!!" by 
Act July 8, 1963, 77 Stat. 78, Pub. L. ·88-60, I 6; and 
rubsequently. B.FaiD changed to. "District of Columbl£ 

·Court or Appeals" by Act July 29, 1970, Pub. L. 91-365, 
J 155(b), 84 Stat. 570.J 

REORG.AN11.ATiON ORDER ·No. 51.-0FnCE OF THE 
. CORONER . 

Re<ir~n..lza.Uon Ord. No. 51, L.S. 424.1-:B, June 29; 1953, u 
amended July 1'l,:l96S; and .Mar. 5, 1965, w--u rescinded by 
section 3 or Commissioner's Order No, 71-l6; dated 
Jan. 26, 1971, which also transferred all p05ltloDS, person­
nel, property, records an:!~ unexpended .balances of appro­
prtatloDS, allocaUoDS, and· other funds 'llvallable' or to bE 
made fi-ne.ble, related to the runotione··~'.<to the 
.Qftice of· the -Coroner, to Jthe otrlce ·or'the· Chlef--'·Medlcal 
£.x.,B.m1ner. Com.ml.ssloner's Order No.- 71-16 Is set out ~ 
a note under section 11-2301. 

REORGANIZATION ORDER NO.·. 52.--DJSTRJCT Or 
COLUMBIA POUND 

. Reor~nl.zat!on Ord. No. 5:i, June 30, 1953, BE &mended 
Apr; 5, 1958, combined . w1th Reorl?an!Zatlon Order 5'i. 
amended and rr-deBII'Ilateo u-0r(1anlz8t1on Order ·No.-141, 
dated Feb. ll, 1964, and et!eetlve F~b. u-."1964. 

REORGA.NlZA TJON ORDER ;}'iO. 5~.--DEP .ARTM.ENT or 
BJGBW A TS AND, TR.AFFJC 

:Re-org.'OTd No. ~. June 30, 19,55, which eetabll.!hed E. 

nepe..rtment ot Hlghwa~ and 'T'r1l1fi_c; W8.1! redeE!gzia.te<i 
()rgaDJ.za·tlon Ord. No. 122. 

JiEOJiG.ANIZATlON OJi..DER NO. u:.-DEP.ABTMEN'l'"Of 
VEIDCLES AND. TRAFFIC 

···-= 

D~arlment . of Liceme5 · and'- ·JrupectWn.,..--There 
Is established 'under the.'d1rectioi:i• &i:id control o( a com­
missioner; s. Department ·of Lli::enli·es and- Inspectloru; 
lieaded by "a Director. The Dlrector'sball have !ull"'l!.u­
thorlty over· s_uch DEpartment and all function! "and per­
sonnel assigned thereto, lncludlng.the power to redelegate 
to other otllclals and employees of the Department such 
of the powers· herein delegated u, in his judgment; are 
warranted In the InterestS of eftlciency and good adminis­
tration.· 'Eowever, the power tO grant variances from 
the requirements or the ·ho'lislng code shall be llm.lted 
to the Director and Deputy Dlrector"or, in their absence, 
the Actin£ .Director or the Department. All authority 

·vested ·tn-·the Dli·ector shall be exercised ·In accordance 
with applicable laws, rules, and regulations. 

PAllT ll ... 
Purpose.-Tbe Department o!·Lfcenses-and Inspections 

1s establlshe<i·.fOT the purpose.of: adm1l:u.st.ering_the laws 
enacted by. Qong:r~ .. aDd the reguletlona .for the control 
or ,constr:uctlon,: zoning. and ·-occupancy. uae, erection, 
maintenance and .repair,: 1Dspect10n and· -removal . ot all 
buildings e.nd thelr appurtenances, ·and.:electrieal!- e.nd 
mechanical eql,lJpment w1-thln· the Dlstrlct of Oolumbla, 
e:xceptlng- public ·-bu1ldlnp or ·pr:emJ.ses under .the control 
ot the Federal Qi)vernment; eJitorclng:the Consumer A1-
1aln Re~atlons- (eflect.lve July 1, 1969); adm1nater1n~ 
the D.C. Stand2!.1"d Weights and Me6SUTes Law ID-C. Code, 
5 10-101 et seq J; 5Uperv181ng a.nd controlling the mull1-
c1pal-InaTkets and oollect1ng annual revenue tor rents and 
space aDd tor wharl~e at· tbe·Munlclpal Plsh Wbarf·(D.C. 
C«le,_ f 10-135]; adm1n1steri.Dg. the Lleenae Act ot 1932, 
as amended (D.C. Code, 1 47-2301 et aeq.],.and reguletlone 
promul~ted thereunder requlr1ng licenses ot certain bual­
nesses and callings in the District ot Columbl.a; admlnl&­
ter1ng 'the e.ctzl req ul..Ting Uoen.see 1« Cooperalt1ve .Aa9oc:le.­
tl.oD8, . Credit .Unions, Pa.wnbrokera; and .Loe,n Brokers; 
adml.n1s'tel1ng such por:tlons of the .Acts 1111 reqUire UceDBeE 
tor: Cig'ar-ette Ven~ M.a.c.h1ne Operaton and Reta1l and 
Wholesale .Cigarette de6lera (D.C .. -C«le, t 47-280f]; ad­
mln!Bt.e1"1ng !!.be por:t!OD8 of >the Am of,·July 5, 1945 ·'Which 
require the ·p6yment or a dog te.x and the 1ssuance o:r a 
dog tag (D.C: Code, I 47-2001 et·eeq.]; adm1n1ster1ng·the 
provl.slons rel6t1ng to 't.he UceiiSLng ol peddlers a.nd :tbe 
gre.n't:tng of penn1rt.e !or the Ufle or public apace cont.a1necl 
1n ·the 60t of Au~ ·e, 1956; ·known ·113 the "Pres1deDIL1el 
lDAupJral CeremoDJeE Act (D.C. Code,:tt 1-1202, :1-1204];" 
adml.n1St.eT!D@ 6lld lnte.rpretl:Dg ell l-aws and regula.tlone 
(10Verni..Dg hous!.ng in the D1Btl'1ct·· ot.•CoJUIDbta;: ·and 
proposing '·to ·the ~loner appropriate provlslone 
tor codEE and regulatlODI!- reblttng. to: such :houa1Dg: 
provided, · -however, tbe.t · the Depanment ot.· :Public 
Health Eball , tully colle.borate · .tn.·' the development 
and presents tlon to the CoillDll!ll!lonez- ,o:r· 11Ueh proposed 
prov-lalons. to the e:x-tent that they affect the public health 
-of the community and Ita indiVidual memben. 

P.a:um 
Orf1antzatwn and jun.cttons.-Tbere 3are ertabl1.ahed lil 

the Department or Llcenui and IDapectlo02 the rollp,nn~ 
or~12.Btlo:p.al componenu, Tel!ponslble f~ the. penorm~ 
ance o( tb_e ·runct!ons outllned .below •. cpnalaten~ ,with :the 
purpose .. •J>.ecl..fjed above: · 

'' A. ·of}'lce of-tM Directm. 
ReO~. Ord. No. M·;·june SO, 1965; :Whl~b ests.bllihed l ·:'-1. neve.lbpE B.Iid pro~ ·tO the "Boa:rd ot· Collli:ilh· 
ne~nt of v~hlcl€1! and 'Trame, wu repeal~ ·¥a:Y 1 ~' !'tone~ -lll8'jor policl~ and J:i.r-oCed~'. '&E-Uia't!Ona and' 
196&;· by Or-ganl.zat!oi:l Orden No, l05, }()6~)0'i, ana lot. reVtBiora . the;,eiC; on licensing; peitiil(_.and . ce·~~tt 

J{E0JiGAN1UTlON ORDER NO~ 65.-DEPARTMEN'f OJ lUusna;,' .lilBPection, and .related regula~ry .e.ctlvt~e! 
UCENSES .AND INSPECTION£ ::. . within. the purview of. the Department'l!·tunctioDJ!,·ln· 

. '· eluding ihe i.ecusnce of collateral notlcee 1n the entorce~ , [~ctloru BE eta ted .1n 11.eorg .. Ord. No. 55 we~:;~ 
!erred to· the Dinctor of the_ Department .of Eoconomic men~, of·. orden tor complt&.nce· ·with·. applica.ble·-· codu, 
rie~eiopment. by 9onimlssioner•e· ()rde_r')Pl:'~izE;t'iori Ac· n~atloru &nd ·etHutee -&-dtlil.nll!tel'tid:~rthe Di:J)artm'tnt: 
ticin) No. ~e;·i:lste<i·Mar. ~;·111tW;as amtnded~j . ,-,5:;. Adm1n.li!'Un·e.nd mierpreta 1t11 bciwilng·reguiailoDI!·ot 
. :-~tton··ord. 'No.: 5!'1 • .8. 4.2~:E;.7une'~-5f:1·9~ Pfe'.DiiP:'Jct:·oh::oJtimbtt :-.:·nie··~ i'ii&Ji tii''.ritlht 
u?$ine"!ld&i-· Aui:'t5; 'j 96s.a~: _~i 'i;~1~'&l!f:~une~so;~: th'tlct~i;~KJ.O(~el~e&~ibnu&o~b'flHi • .: .. -,-~ 

· ... , · •-,l-' ,&·. • ·l_:::_.""-!,rl&i--' ·ti'~,;I:.U:'""' .,. 1.-;~~,'t'~'J>· ·• · •.•-e:"!:f~"!'!_....~""~ l''l•f~ 
Pf~~6'.,"3'964,'':~ug. l•,"196t;-J~:-s:-l~~~;-·~-!!!!-J.Q;.·I~~_; '.r ~lr and 'the Dep,u_tJ P.~4J>.~;UCiil .. I.Y., co~­
beti',-';;:}fi5E;; ~Oct?~H!~4"P5E'?;,)JuD'e is;--f~<s7;'No-y.]f7.~9e'i: ! J(cih·"''fitofJ.'~pfri~nt 1v-!ll"i~fetais~.ka~~· ~mint :7uir-~:-ls5e, 'J'U.n~-1~-i'~~Fib. ·2f.'~·oo1:~~~'"':UfP~ l::~urualtf'at a£1:! ~~m1lrJ~1¥e1~rni'ro h~ -~U>tnmn 

~r---1: .Jo·;~i--0 OG~'\' 
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I'LE}:::AD~~TI.2~./Af'PE1'1"'J?.t.· l• Reo~~~ ~!d~ ~~~~-~-
matten !cir _which. tbe Department ot .Publlc Beaith I!. 
r_ei!pO"iisJl:ile,".fi.ii .. oUtuDe-<2 'ill. Reo~gi'ntiatlon Order No~ 5'i, 
M a.merided,:the .a.ctto:o ,taken ahall be the sam~ e.E that 
reco~ended :._- '"""";Par:tment: o! Publlc Bealth ... All 
deterinlnatloru;·rela.: • .-c> c.o these matterE may ):>e appealed 
to: the Board ot .Appeal1! and Review, and a statement to 
this ·.efie:ct shall'. be ... .J.Dcorporatted: in all notices ot un· 
!avOrabie 8.ctton sen( tAl members or the publlc. 
·In. ce.Ees·· In which ·f-~newal or ·uan.sfer. ot 1Jcense5 re-_ 

quires ex erctse' of clliici'etlon. and ln. which licenses were' 
In· efl'ect tor the year im.medlately pre<:eding, may .issue 

gated to. Administrator are delegated through 
the Dlrector;or Llcerues and.liispectlons;. however, ap'peabi 
from :z.onlng decisions ~Y the Zoni.Iig Administrator which 
are properly appealable under the Act of June 20. i938 to 
the Board ot Zoning Adjwstment shall be -made direct to 
said Board or Zoning Adjw'brient. 

or tra.nBfer such llcense.s forthwith. -
In case of renewal actions. which are purely mln.lEterial 

in nature, renews the permU or certificate w1thout · re­
ferral .to. other units of the ~partment or outside the 
Depart-ment. 

Wben W'il.ri-anted, recommends to the Director the de­
D.I.al; revocation, or suspeD.Bion of a Pawnbroker~s license: 

5. Recommends to t.lle Board ot Appeals and REview 
ew;penslon _or revocation, for good and sumctent cause, 
of llce:tises, ·permits; and ce~cates previowsly Issued 
subject tO. sucb rev1ew._a.S may be.indlcated by the Depart­
ment Direc'tor. ·. · · ' . .. · 

e. In tbci&e 1D.StaDi:es 1.D which an appeal is made to_ the 
Boafd or Appeals and _ReView, e:xcept where orily a'·de­
t.ermtnatlon by the Department ot. Publlc Bealtb is .Ill 
queetlon, the case will ~ reViewed by 'tile Department 
Dliector or his · designee before being rubmitted to the 
Board of Appeeh and REv1ew;'casee·f~rwardeC1·to _the 
Board of AppealJ! and Ji.ev1ew eball be tUlly doc~ented 
eo.'ibat't.he Boanfmay be app~ed of what has tr~plred 
prior ~ the appeabi action, a8 well u the buis tor the. 
denJal ·or proposed ·eW!penslon or revocation of the ll· 
celule, permJt, or· certlftcat.e. Based upon th-e_ declalon 
ot the Board ot AppealB and Renew, per1orms the operat~ 
1ng fUDctlone E6Sentlal to denYing, revoking, e~pending,' 
or rutOrt.ng the llcense, pemilt, or certifies~. u the cue 
may btl.· · · . 

7. Inapecte and contTOJJi the· operatl'!ne or. lo!m. com­
panJ€8·; pawnbrolten, motor vehJcle dealer sales contract!!, 
and -aNCli other appropriate aleU Of businese TefUlatlon 
u ibe Comm1851onen ·J:Dll.Y pre,scrlbe. ~- . ·· 

8; Colla bora tee with t.he 011?.Ce Of the Collector of Tillie!! 

in developlll£ and adiXllnJ!!tenng proceduree relstlll£ to. 
taciUUes tor the collectloii of feea, · 

9. Investigate!! lind take's neceasarj action to obtain 
compllance with the ucense, permit, and certl11i:ate la'WE 
and regulations (B'Ucb. a.e ·the Coneumer Analrs Regula­
tions (ttrect.lve July 1; 1969)) enforc;ed by thli· p~part­
ment; furnl.l!beE e:r:pert eerv1cee to other otflcea· of the 
~partment in non-coiDPll~~e ca.eee brough,t to :eourt; 
collaborates wlth the Qince bf the Corporation Counsel In 
represEnting the intereste ·of the Department lli legal 
matten; and pf{)Videe e:r:pert teettmony In court u 
reqUired.·' . . . 

10. Act.e e.E attorney-in-tact for llcensed pswnbrolten· 
tor the p~ o1 recelvt.ng judlclal . and other processet 
and lep.l notlceE. . . '· . . . ' . ·. 

11. In the Inspection s.nd contrpl or ~he· operatlon.e ot 
ucensed pawnbrokers, the Chief' of the Llc.enu an<t 
J>Umit .DIVision is autbonZe-d to reqUlie })y eu'bpen.e the 
production of booP, papere:;~I.ldrecor~.and the attend- .. 
ance .r.nd naminetion under oath Of all. pers.oiU! WhO~­
&OeV~ who~ teEtiiDony he may. requ!Te relative tO. the, 
low ~! bu&nese Of ~):· ~c'b '11c~. and he ahalL 
~ the ;>Ower ·~~ in t.b,e · 90~1t;'nen qy the_ 
Aci of July 1. 19<Y.I (D.C~ ~· 1951 ed.. (now 19~ ed..J~., 
11,.::237) to ad.mln1s~r _os~. ~d. he .. ~d hh dedgDBte<i .. 
repreUntatiVe£ are authOriZed to hsVe_1JeE ~-~'~~ tht. 
a.ccounte, papen, record!, ru~~ &at~. nulu, otbc~ •. :_apa 
pla.cee of bwslneee" u.&ed 1.0 connection witl:i e:nY b~_eu. 
conducte<! under & pawnbroker'! llcenu. · 

12. Certitl~ on the Dl!trict .of Columba motor__ vehicleo 
opentor'a penn.tt !.UUed to :an appllca.nt tor. ~- pf..r~ lot 
attend&.nt'l! :UceJlSE, In the.~~~.~-~- ~c~ ~f.mit aet.uiO:,t-. 
for: •'rertnctlona", the n~'!'et_o1' t:he.,lJ~~ -~~ ~~1?-. 
applleant &.Dd li_, e:rplratiOD date. . ... : . _ :!,:.:,:;~~ .'> ~.;;•,;.) 

15. ~ ·retall bti.!iD~ ·or~sslu· fi.D!.llCi"'c6m· &:nlei 
.. ~··. . . ·t;·-::.- =~·~:~·-·:··.-:;~: ·.; ·.!"lr.·::-:1~ • .,.?~.;:.- ... ·. 

The Zoning Dlv151on shall be responsible .tor the per­
formance of the following specific functions: 

1. Ad.m1n1sters and e_ntorces the Zoning Regulations 
ot the District ot Columbia. 

2. Adnltnlstratlvely lrit.erprete the ZoD1ng Rcgulatlone 
and ma.li:ei; admintstrattve decWons . thereon. Reilewe 
and _approves subdivision prOJ>Ol!als for compltance with 
the Zoning Regulations·. ·' 
'"3. Reviews applications for building permlte and tor· 

certificates of occupancy, and superViseE lnspectloru ot 
pretnlseE, buildings and' other structurea In connection 
therewith. to de.termlne 11 exlstlllg or proposed structures 
and. wses. comply with the provisions of the Zonlng .. Reg­
ulatlone; ·Approves or rejecte all such appllcatlone on the· 
buis ot the Zoning REgulations. ,. • . 

4. Develop!! and tUl'll16hes the omee Or the Zoning Com­
mission. the National Capital Plannl.ng-Comuitaalon. and· 
other . agencies, research and • planning data accruing 
within the Department of Llcenaee and lnsp_ectlona for 
zoning, land U15e, snd other operational nteda. 

6. Upon the basil! of experience In .the administration 
:and enforcement o! the ZonJng Regulations or upon ob· 
servance of detects In ·them, may propoee changes 1n tbe 
regulations and mapa. 

e. Preparee and matntalne a_regieter ot all nonconform­
ing use~~. Iru;pecte perlOdJcally ·nonconforming,.usea· and 
conducte a control operation to bring about eUmtnatlon 
of such usee under eXisting laWe and reguJatloru.-

7. In.spe-cte lntermJttently all properties IIi the Dlstrlct 
of COlumbia to det.ermJne compliance With the .Zoning 
Regulatlone and compliance. with conditione '1m posed. by 
the Board of Zoning-Adjustment.··· 

B. Conducte periodic lnstru.ment--l!~e~ ·or commercial 
and lnduetrlal propertlee to determine compllance With 
the eta.nderda of ut.ernal etrecte eet forth in the Zoning 
RegUlations. · 

9. Eetabllabes and malntalna a zcinlng 1n1ormatlon 
omct for use by the publlc on ·all mat ten relattng to tbe 
Zoning REfUlstlons and :Mape· and· theb' adm1n.istrattori 
and enforcement. · · .: .. 

10. Upon request by the Zonlng Com.mtsalon or the 
Board ot·zontng AdJwstment, appeari! before the req'uest­
lng bOdy to present to eucb body .facte.and administrative 
interpretation :and, on epecltlc request, may make recom­
mendations to a.ssl!t those bodle~~ in- reaching declslona. 

11. :Maintains. permanent and C:urient recordJ! relative 
to the admlnlstrstlon, interpretation, end· eiitOl'cement 
ot tbe ZonJng Regula tiona. .. · · · .. · · · 

12. In the enforcement of the Zoning. ~&tiona 
preilente ·tact! and recommendations to the ·eorporatloil 
Counsel .for poaEible prosecution tn ·the. court&, 'prov1det 
expert teetlmony a~ required and collaborate! with. the 

. Corporat1on_.Couneel.1n all legal matten where the Core 
poraUon Couneel 1l! either enforct.ng the zon!Dg laWe or 
re'gulatlon!, or'- defending .... laW1!Utt 'arlalng under the 
zonb:i@'' l&·~ . OJ . regul& tlone, ·and· IIiainta1na · a corz:ipiete · 
rec0nt ot ·eucl. ·a.cuona and theli ttnai d.1s'poett1on:·· · .• , 

o:·otr&ee.ofCCJn.$'Umet Affatra:" · ·' ·' · ·· ·· 
.1. cooouCil etudiea, inveetlFattona and researeli with 

re!Sp·~ ~;retaJJ· ~om. invot~ ooneume~· ~, 
:and e-ervi<;ej! .and ret&ll ~Wlment- contracu or ~tru· 
mente of security ar1.s1ng trom retail lnrlallment. tra.ne• .. 
I>Ctton.e Including collection of the debt or enforcement 

ot the.-.~~~Y· interest a.rlalp~...; ~!?m I!U~Jl: ,~-~~1:' .. or 
~~~·.. ..... .• ; .••. ; .•. _. -'" ·,.-,,~ .:>''--

:.i., ~-~~-ucu edua.UQnal;.P.~·· coll~~,-~.~-~~r 
1n.&W_ ~~l'ID1lt!on W1th N!5pect to f:etaJJ ~tiOD.i~; 

~~f!_;;_.~~~~~-.~-:::~~~~~w~~,~~~: 
~~!~}P';~e_il. F:&~~tf.f?~~::>-~~~~~­
~~P.1t~Wi\~.,~;,;0?~~#-~,:.:fit~'¥-~~Q~.t(~~i. 
:!'~J!!!~;~~1.rF}96~).,,·,:·~~'!iG ~!lc ,ew:Ui Hi~ ,,_J~nc :':!!>CI.: 

-··•'11,~.-eu.o. o~l•.- .. ·'r.~ >.~. ~·. ~ .... ~ ' ·•~.:..~ .•• .,,1., -~' 1 IJ•'~'~·l40' ·:;;; · a~ ;;nth.":othex·, ~ .:&--e:."'iinl ·,-.~- .. h .. , ·-. 
-ll1en~~~tJ~~>··'WUN'' eiir .. tR".-;ri-i:a·~~~~~ .... _ .. ~.eP. ••... ,~ ............. _.~~--·~ ,;>l. __ , , __ ,._,.,...~ .. 


