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lal -ate — more at ATTEMPT, -ATE (office}} obs ¢ rny stcp
wrongly innovated or attempted in a suit by an infe lor judge
cnding an appeal or after inbibition
at.ten-tion: \a'tenchan also u'-; as a command in :ense
" (aYiten'shan or (a)i-, with pralongation of ~ten-\
ME attenci

n-s ¥ , IT. a -, attentio,
fr. aftentus (past part, of attendere to attend)
+ -ion- -io -jon — more at ATTEND] 1 ¢ the

act ot state of attending $_the application of
“the mind to ?’ny c'gb;ﬁgt ?t; sense or( lg?ught
the magnitude of bis literaty ou
gngaged shis undivided ~ —.—H.W.Hp.lgnou)
< CONSIDERATION, NOTICE (gain worlkdwide ~
for a contribution to science) : mental power
of attending {call ~ to an error) {fix ~ on a
maving light) 2 : consideration with a view
to action : observant care (call this to the
manager's~> 3t an act of civility or courtesy
¢ care for the wishes, comfort, or pleasure of
others & ATTENTIVENESS {she loved her children,
but did not . . . spoil them . . , with injudicious
~s —Rose Macaulay); specif ¢ interest and
concern expressed in courtship (she would
now marry Voldi whose constant ~s ., . were
istakable —L.C.Douglas) 4% a : an or-
ganismic condition of selective awarencss o
perceptual receptivity; specif ¢ the complex o L
ncur lar adj that permit maximum excitability
or responsiveness to a given class of stimuli_ b § the process of
focusing consciousness to produce greater vividness and clarity
of certain of its contents relative to others ? : a position
assumed by a soldier with heels together at a 45 degree angle,
body erect, arms and hands hanging naturally a1 the sides and
eyes to the front — often used as a comman )
at.ten-tion.al \a'tenchan®l, -chnoal also a'-\ adj ¢ of ot relating
to attention {~ factors in reaction time —Psychological
Abstracts) R
attention line » 3 a2 linc usu. placed above the saivtation in a
business leiter directing the lctter to a specific individual,
office, or department esp. when the name of the person to
whom the letter should go is unknown . o
ttention span » ; the length of time during which an individuat
s able to concentrate
feten.tive \o'tentiv, -€v alse 2'- or -av}‘_adi [(MB attentif, fr.
MF arentif, fr. arente expectation (fr. OF, fr. fem, of assumed
ateat, past_part, of OF atendre o attend, direct the attention
to) + -if -ive — more ot ATTEND] 1 ¢ regarding with care or
attention : HEEDFUL, OBSERVANT, INTENT {(certain of an ~
ear and reasonable counsel —W.S.Maugham) 2 ¢ heedful
of the comfort of others § courTeous, POLITE {his behavior to
us . .. was more than civil; it wns really ~ —Jane Austen)
%i p;ymg attentions (as in courting) — at.ten.tive.ly \-$vig,
<li\ adv
at-ten-tive-ness x -5 ¢ the quality or state of being attentive
at.ten.u.ato \a'tcoys, wiit also a'~; usu -@d-+ V\ vb 60/ -ING
-5 (L artenuatus, past part, of atrenuare to make thin, fr. ad-
+ tenuare to make thin, fr. tenuis thin — more at ‘Tm} ve
d. as

)

attention 5

BB

1 ¢ to make thian or

Jattic \“\ 2 -s [¥-alrique, Ir. allique Allic, Ol Atucd, - L
tticus; {t. the use of pilasters in‘the Attic style] 1'a s~ “w
tory or wall above the main arder or orders of a fagad e
lassical styles b § a room or rooms-behind an attic ie

art of a buildifng immediately below the roof and whe  or

partly within the roof framing : a.garret or storage space
under the roof 2 & the small upper space of the tympanic
cavit: . u .

attic gasa n, usu cap A ¢ a molded base consisting of an upper
and lower torus separatcd by a scotia and two narrow fillets
and assumed to be the typical form of base for the Ionic
angd Corinthian orders .

at.ti-cism \'ad:3,sizam, "ata-\ n -s often ca{ [L Atticismus, fr.
Gk Attikismos, fr. Attikos + -ismos -ism} 1 ¢ a favoring of or
attachment to the Athenians 2 : a characteristic feature of
Attic Gréek occurring in another language or dialect 3 7 a
councisely witty or weil-turned phrase or sentenge 48 ¢ 8
style like that of Attic writers or orators b adherence to or
practice of Attic manner or style ’ s

at.ti.cist \-_sist\ n -s usu cap [Gk Auikisees, {r, Attikos +
~istgs -ist] ¢ one who affects Atticisms

at-tl.cize \-,siz\ vb -ED/-ING/-5 often cap [tAttic + -ize,
after Gk artikizeln, fc. Attikos 4 -izein -ize] vt to muke
conformable to Athenian or Greek language or customs
~ vl 13 to favor or side with the Athenians 2 ¢ to speak or
write in Attic

at-ti-co-mastoid \}ad-3()kG+:-\ adj [3atfic + -0- + mastoid}
anat 3 of or relating to the attic and the mastoid R

attic order » [attic) : an order (as of pilasters) adorning the
front of an al

atticsaltora

tic
tic wit n, often cap A [V Artic]) £ poignant delicate

wit

attic story n {2atric] 2 the space enclosed by the atlic § the
top story of a house }

ab{’ld \'ad-3d\ ad} or n [ NL Artidae] : saLricip

at.ti.dae \'ad.s,dc\ [NL, fr. Attus, type genus (prob, fr. L
atta one that walks on tiptoes) <+ -idae] syn of SALTICI-

DAE .

at-tine \'a,In\ adjf [NL Atta 4 E -ine] : of or relating to the
genus Atla or to the ants constituting this genus

attinge vt attinged; attinged; attinging; attinges (L at-
tingere, (r. ad- + -tingere (fr. tangere to touch) — more at
TANGENT] 1 obs ¢ TOUCH : come in contact with 2 obs §in-
FLUENCE, AFFECT .

at-tin.gont \o'tinjont, a*-\ edf [L attingent-, attingens, pres.
part, of attingere} archaic 1 in contact $ TOUCHING

tat.tive \3'ti(a)r, a'-, -1s\ v¢ -€0/-1NG/-s (ME attiren, fr. OF
atirier, {r. a- (Ir. L ad-) + -tiricr l&fr. tire order, rank, of Gmc
origin: akin to OE fir glory, OHG zlari adorned. ON tirr
glory); akid to Lith dyréti to gaze, Toch A tiri manner, L
deus god — mors at oeITy] 1 1 to put garments on ¢ DRESS,
ARRAY (2 shabby look, common to all thus artired) (attired
himsci! in a gray business suit) 2 3 to clothe in fancy or
rich garments : ADORN (attired in the huge black cloakand the
large black hat which he always affected —Osbert Sitwell)

2attire \"'\ n -5 [ME, {r. attiren to attire] 1 3 DRESS, CLOTHING,
cLoTues (the usual ~ of a gentleman —W.M.Thackeray)

b;
action) {glass . .. may be atrenuated into the finest of {ibers
—M.F.Brooke) 2 ! to lesscn the amount, force, or -valuc
of ¢ make less complex ¢ WeAKEN (he refuses to ~ human
life—Hardin Craig) (a cloudburst will ~ UHF signals—~RCA
Review) 3 : to reduce the severity of (a disease) or the viru-
lence or vitality of (a pathogenic agent) & archaic : to break
into finer parts (as the humors of the body) 5 : to make thin
in consistency 3 render less viscid or dense ¢ RAREFY {~ oil
by heating it) ~ vi $ to become thin, finc, or less ¢ LesseN
{the vividness of 2 memory ~=s with time) Syn see THIN
2at.ten.u.ate \-yowst, - wiit, usu ~de+ V\ ad{ [L attenuatus]
1: d esp. in thickness, d , or force ¢ SLENDER,
T (the ~ limbs of a starving person) 2 bot & tapering
grndunlly often into a long slender point {narrow ~~ leaves)
[:bthin u; consistency ¢ RAREFIED, FINE, REFINED { an ~ kind
of beauty
atsten«teastion \ses'wishan\ n -s {L atrenuation-, attenuatlo,
fr. attenuatus 4 -ion-, -io -ion] 1 ; the act of process of at-

tenuatinie(.the treble can stand a little ~ —P.H.Lang) & the
stnt{’:eto( ing attenuated (the city of Duluth shows an .. .
~ ween

ake Superior and the uplands —C.L.White &
G.T.Reaner): as. a § dimi of thicl $T a,
EMACIATION (the patient shows the ~ characteristic of that
discase) b : diminution of density {(~ of a country’s popula-
tion) ¢ : diminution of force of {ntensity ; WEARENING {~
of the volume ol sound) 2 1 a decreass in the pathogenicity
or vitality of a microorganism or in the severity of a discase
3 : the diminution of density of wort resulting from its fer-
mentation 4 § the decrease in amplitude of a wave or current
with increasing distance from the source of transmission
fenuation gonstant n ¢ DECAY CONSTANT
tenuation factor » : TRANSMISSION 1a
+t60-UsR+10T \-‘t-,wﬁdaa(r}. -Hta-\ nn -3 ¢ a device for reduc-
ng the amplitede of an_ aliernating-curcent wave without
introducing appreciablc distortion
at-ter \'ad.or\ # -5 [ME, fr. OE ator; akin to OHG eltar
poison, OS ettar, ON eitr, OHG eiz pustule, boil, Gk oidos
swelling, tumor, OSlav jadii poison, and perh. to Skt indra-
strong, and perh. to OE &te oat] chiefly Scot : corrupt matter
rom a sore ’
«ter.cop \'ad.or klip\ dial Eag var of eTTERCAP .
-tersmine \o'tsrman, a’-\ v¢ -ED/-ING/-S [ME atermpnen,
te. ME aterminer, fr. LL, atrerminare, {t. L ad- + terminare
to limit — more at TERMINATE]) ! to fix the term or limit of;
esp : to put off payment of (a debt) until an appointed date
— at-ter.mine.ment \-minmant\ n -s
atterrate vt -eo/-ING/-s [It atterrato, past part. of atterrare,
{e. a- (fr. L ad-) + terra earth, fr. L — more at TERRACE] obs
2 to fill up with alluvium or other earth—atterration » -s obs
Tat.test \o'test, a'-\ vb -eD/-ING/-s (MF attester, fr. L at-
testari, Ir. ad~ + testari to be a witness — more at TESTAMENT]}
¥t 12 :to bear witness to : affirm to be true or genuine
I CERTIFY; :ﬁcc:] 2 to witness and authenticate by signing as
a £ * o N Taate at

writing) € Brir $ to authenticate officially the frecdom of
(livestock) from a specified disease (an ~ed herd) 22 to
establish or verify the usage of (railroad is ~ed carlier than
railway—by one year —R.A Hallb. 1911) 3 :tobeor stand as

N

o

{

his a ~ and TSy 1s ~—~A.C,Cole): osp
s splendid or decorative clothing (the king in his royaf ~)
2 3 the antlers or antlers and scalp of a stag or buck 3 obs
I DRESS, GARMENT, HEADDRESS, ORNAMENT — usu, used in pl.
4 2 something {elt to dress or adarn {the sparkling ~ of trees
after a snowstorm

atetired \-1(2)rd, -1ad\ adf [ME, past part. of attiren to attire]
s emblazoned with antlers (a stag argent ~ sable)

at.tire.ment \-i(o)rmont, -fom-\ # -S  ATTIRE

at.ti.tude 4 1
fr. Tt attitudine (influenced in meaning by It atfo act, action,
fr. L actus act), fr. attitudine aptitude, natural tendency, fr.
LL aptitudin., aptitudo fitness — more at APTITUDE, ACT]

\'ad-3,tid, ‘ats-, -3 tyud also -d-E- or -t€-\ n -5 [F, ]

giorancr T -~meni] 4 . W€ acl Of a 1CUBAlOry, vassal, or ienant
by which he consents upon the alienation of an estate to receive
a new lord or superior and transfers to him his homage and
service t the agreement or acknowledgment by a tcnant that
he holds his tenement of a new person as landlord 2 § the
acknowledgment by a bailee that he holds a property on behalf
of a.new party .

at-tour \a'tor\ var of ATOUR

at.iract \a.'trakt\ vo6 -eo/-iNG/-s [ME atiracten, fr. L at-
tractus, past purt, of attrahere, fr. ad- + trahere to draw.~—
more at DRAW] vt Y obs ! to draw or draw in esp. by suction
or pulllng $ INHALE 2 ! to cause to approach or adhere: as
a ; to draw to or toward oneself {a magnet ~s irond b: to
call forth or compel (as interest in or appreciation of) (often
~s admiring glances) ¢Cher agitation at a steeplechase ., , ~s
her husband's notice —Matthew Arnold) ¢ to invile or draw
by exposurc or openness or by some natural appeal {a swarm-
in the tree for wecks, ~cd by some secrction —Richard
Jefferies) {(~ bitter criticism) d 3 to draw or cntice to one by
an aesthetic or emotional appeal {clad in a pale buff frock . .
she ~ed every eye —John gals_worxhy) @ : to interest and
lead to consideration, participation, or attendance (the talent
which the organization ~zd) ~ vl 1 to excrcise or exhibit at-
traction (her voice has the power to ~) {opposites ~)

SYR ALLURE, CAPTIVATE, FASCINATE, BEWITCH, CHARM, EN-
CHANT, TAKE: of these words ATTRACT is at once the widest
in its use and the jeast rich in connotation. It stresses the fact
of one thing's becing able to draw another to it in some way
or other {tempting summer, when song and shade and colour
atfract cvery ane to the ficld —Richard Jefferies) <to Papa,
who had begun to be attracted rather against his will —Virginia
Woolf) (men could be attracted into these by higher pay or
shorter hours —Bertrand Russcll) ALLURE may add the notion
of the enticement of something good or enjoyable being offered
or withheld (new class of technicians, allured by their wide
orportunines of service —Bernard Pares) (the beauty that
allured men for pleasure had failed to hold them —Ellen
Glasgow) CAPTIVATE, like the succeeding words in this lst,
suggests an appeal irresistible and blocking rational considera-
tion which might diminish its force. CAPTIVATE is less strong
than the following words since it may be used for flecting or
short-lived impressions produced by an individuval trait (a
screne cxgrcsswn upon Rcr face which captivased almost all
who saw her ——Samuel Butler $1902) (the Republican State
Convention . . . captivated by his address as temporary chair-
man, nominated him for governor —A.C.Flick) rascinare,
in older usage and sometimes in today's, implies a spell which
irresistibly transfixes the victim (the younger and weaker man
was fascinated and helpless before the creeping approach of so
monstrous a wrath —G.D.Brown) It often indicates a com-
pelling attraction or interest or enthusiasm (James . . . carried
the exploration of the technics of his craft into depths and
recesses almost as Jascinating as Leonardo da Vinci's abstruse,
inspired-looking speculations about his —C.E.Montague)
BEWITCH sug’f_csts domination and absorption of intercst or
liking Preclu ing any check and possibly against. the subject's
will (if you suffér yourself to think how g_;cuy they are, you

are bewitched and vanquished —Lafcadio Hearn) {these small
splinters of perfection in the art of letters would still bewirch
us if they had no context at all —C.BE.Montague) CHARM
suggests domination as by magic; it indicates pleasure on the
subject’s part and may be used with reference to sensuous or
social traits that appcal (she gave some attention to her
flowers, but it was perfuagtorily bestowed, for they no longer
charmed her —Thomas Hardy) {a gracc about him which
charmed, and a hint of latent power which impressed —John
Buchan) BNCHANT is possibly the strongest word in the Jist;
it may suggest 8. more complex appeal, its irresistibility, utter
absence of thoughtful reservation, and shcer delight on the
part of the subject {a mature person ... cannot be utterly

1 a : the arrangement of the parts of a sculptured or paing
figure Db : the posture of a figure in a sculpture or a painting
2 a 1 a position or bearing as_ind action, feeling, or
mood (a firm ~) D ! the [eeling or mood itseli (onc’s ~
regarding vivisection) 3 a ! the posture or position of a
person, an animal, or an inanimate object or the manner in

by what he feels to be trivial or false ~George

Santayapa) {man’s power to enchant himsel{ with his own

dreams —Irving Babbitt) TAKE, usw, used in the passive, is

somcwhat informal and has suggestions ranging from those

of ATTRACT to those of carmivats (he stared at her ...

%:lgnogo he stared, the moro faken was he —Rudyard
DIn!

which the parts of the body are disposed (toys lying in tumbled
~s on the nursery floor)” b 3 a position assumed to serve a
purpose (Strike a threatening ~) 4 a ¢ behavior representa-
tive of fecling or conviction b 4 a disposition that is primarily
grounded in affect and emotion and is expressive of opinions
rather than belie! ¢ : an organismic state of readi to act

i d idernble affect. and that

that is often p y and

. may be activated by an n:apropriate stimulus into significant
or meaningful behavior d 3 a persistent disposition to act
either positively or negatively toward a person, group, object,
sitvation, or value 6 geol 2 the position of a bed, faolt plane,
or other planar body or surface with respect to a horizontal
plane 6 a 7 any posture held momentarily in dancing bia
variation of the arabesque used. in ballct with the lifted leg
bent sharply at the kace, the body held upright, the corre.
sponding arm usu. raised forward, and the opposite arm ex-
tended to the side 7 3 the position or oricntation of an air-
craft in the air as seen by an-observer stationary on the earth
determined and expressed math ical y the inclinatt
of the axes of the aircraft to three fixed axes on the earth that
form a frame of reference .

attitude gyro » : an instrument that indicates continuously
the attitude of an airplane in flight in relation to a horizontal

lanc

agque af fght ¢ inclination of the_three principal axes of
an airplane in flight to the relative wind .

attitude scale n ¢ a measurc of the relative quantity of an

attitude possessed by an individual as contrasted with-a refer-

ence group .
at-ti-tu.di-nal \lss}=d’nol\ adj [attitude + -inal (as in apti-
tudinal)] ¢ relating to, based on, or expressive of personal
attitudes or feelings (moving one’s attitudes toward the ~
standards set by others —M.J.Rosenberg) .
at-ti-tu.di-nar-i-an \ «s,ss’erSon\ n -5 Lattitude + ~inarian
(as in valetudinarian)] t one who attitudinizes $° POSTURER

g shsast <Teo,Mizam\ @ -3
at.ti.tu.di.nize \,»s'«d’n,1z\ vi -E0/-WNO/-5 see -ize in Explan
Notes Lattitude + -in- (fr. L, suffixal ek of obl cases

at-tract-a.bla \-abol\ adj ¢ capable of being attracted

at.tract-ance \-an(t)s\ also at-tract-an.cy \-onsg, -si\ n, pl
atiractances also attractancies : the tendency (as of anin-
secticide) to attrdet positively )

at.tract-ant \-ont\ n -5 { somcthing that attracts; specif ; a
substance used tJ attract insects or other animals

at.tract.ing.ly adv : in an attracting manner N

atetrac.tion \s.'trakshen\ » -s [MF & ML; MF, attraction,
contr. fr. ML at lon-, atrractio attraction, fr. L,
contraction, fr. attractus (past part. of attrahere to attract,
contract) + ~ion-, -io -ion} 1 a': a characteristic that elicits
interest or admiration : an attracting quality — usu. used in
pl. {relationships between individual members are based
primarily on spontaneous mutual ~s —Jour, of Communica-
tion) b i personal magaetic charm (unable to resist her
mysterious ~s) 2 ¢ a force acting between oppositely elec-
trificd bodies or oppositely magnetized bodics that tends to
draw them together and resist their separation 3 a : the
action or power of drawing forth & rcsponse (as interest or
affection) ¢ attractive quality (the career of the father came
to have an ~ for the son) Db (1) : something that draws people
by appealing to their desires and tastes (2) ; a person, thing,
ot_performance that attracts crowds (another S100 dinner,
with the presidential candidate as the main ~) 4 : gram-
matical agreement between twe words usu. near cach other
that are not syntactically connected in 2 way that makes it
normal for them to agree (as betwcen books and were in
neither of the books were sold™)

at.trac.tion.al.dy \-shon®lg,-shnolé\ adv Lattraction + -al -
2-ly] s by means of attraction

attraction cone # ; ENTRANCE CONE .

attraction sphere a : the central mass of the aster in mitotic
cell division : CENTROSPHERE

lat.tract.ive %o-‘lrakuv, -€v also -av\ ad/ [{ME, fr. MF & LL:

attractlf, it. LL attractivus, fr. L attractus + -ivus -ive]
% a ¢ able to cause (a person or animal) to approach by in-

-3
14

of nouns ending in -rdo) + -ize} 2 10 assume or practice at-

proof of : MantresT (the ruins of Palmyra ~ its mag-

nificence) 4 obs ! lo call to witness $ INVDKE 5 3 to put on

oath or solemn declaration 6 ¢ to enroll for military service

{the day on which the recruits were ~ed) ~ vi 1.3 to bear

witness § TESTIFY — often used with to {~ to the truth of the
statement) 2 :to enroll onesclf for service in the armed farces
{the day on which the recruits ~ed) Syn sce INDICATE

2attest n -s obs 3 TESTIMONY, WITNESS

at-test.a.ble \-abol\ adj : capabie of being attested

at-test.ant \-stont\ » -s [ L attestant-, attestans, pres. part. of
atrestari 16 bear witness] 2 one who atfests

atotes.ta.tion \.ate'stashon, ad«d's-, ,atd's-, ate'ss\ n -s

F, fr. LL aftestation-, auestatio, fr, L attestatus (past part.

of attestarty + -ion-, -io -ion} 14 the act of attesting 2 1 the
proof or evidence by which something is attested (the . . .
volumes . . . stand, like a solid ~ of the victory —Edmund
Wilson) 3 : the formal authentication of an act or instrument
by a subscribing witness or an official & Brir § the giving of
an oath (as the oath of allepiance to an army recruit)

titudes ! strike an attitude : pose for effect (below the con-
ventional attitudinizing a man lies hid S.Bennettd i
atiti.wan-da.ronk \,ad.s"windo,ctigk\ n -5 use cap : an Indi-
an of the Neutral people
attn abbr attention .
atstorn \a'tarn\ vb -En/-ING/-s {ME attournen, fr. MF atorner
to direct, dispose, attorn, fr. OF, fr. a o {fc. L ad) + torner
o turn — more at AT, TURN] vi 1 feudal law 3 to turn or trans-
er homage and-service [rom one lord to another § render
homage and service to a lord 2 modern law & to agree to
become tenant to one as owner or landlord of an estate pre-
viously held of another : rccognize one cxprcsslr or by im-
plication as landlord or the person in whose behalf one holds
something — see ATTORNMENT 2 ~~ vt & TRANSFER
at-tor.-ney \o'tarn€, -(3n-,-tain-, -ni\ n -s [ME atrourney, {r,
MF atornd, past part. of aforner] : onc who is fegally appointcd
by another to transact business for him; specif : a legal agent
qualified to act for suitors and defendants in legal proceed-
ings — at.tor.ney.ship \«'s=,ship\ n -5

attornev-at~-law \sls=s'«\ n. pl attornevs-at-law : a ornc-

the will or appealing to the senses (a sanctuary ~
to birds) b : able to draw to itself objects not attached to it
{~ powers of a magnety) 2 : having qualities that arouse
interest, pleasure, or aﬂccxjon in the observer § PLEASING (an
~ personality) (goods ~ in price or quality) © ilanc.lsamc or
pleasing in appearance — at.iract.ive.ly \-t3vig, -li\ adv —
at-tract.ive.ness \-tivnas, -tév- also -tov-\ n -Es

2attractive \“\ a -s [ME] archaic $ ATTRACTION

attractive nuisance n : something (as a turntable or scaflold)
unsafe and unprotected and often under construction that
tempts children to risk injury by playing with, in, or on it

at-trac.tor \-kta(r) also -ta(>)r or -6(3)\ alse at.-tract-er
\-kta(r)\ 7 -5 ¢ one that attracts

attracts pres 3d sing of ATTRACT

at-trashent \'a.trohant\ n -s [L artrahent-, attrahens, pres.
par!. of attrahere t0 attract - more at ATIRACT) ! ATTRACT-

ANT

at-trib.ut.a.ble \a.'tribyad.abal, -yato-\ adj i capable of being
attributed

at.trib.ustal \-ysd-*I\ adJ : DESCRIPTIVE

lat.trishuto \‘a-trabylit, use -ld-+V\ n -s {ME, fr. L ar-

tributus. nast part. of areribuere to atteibute. fr. ad- 4+ 1ribucre



