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February 6, 2004 

Mr. Geoffrey Griffis 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, NW; Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 
fax: 727-6072 

Feb 9 2004 14:34 

RB: Lotter in Opposition to Application# 17095 at 1701 Kalorama Road, NW 

Chainnan Grlftis and other members of the BZA: 

P.02 

I am writing to urge the BZA to oppose the application for a special exception at 1701 
Kalorama Road, NW (application# 17095), by Sun Service Inc. The valet parking at 
1701 Kalorama has severly diffllPted our neighborhood and lowered my quality oflife. 
Hundred, of oars per weekend night are seen zooming in and out of that buildingt with 
little regard for pedestrians, stop signs or other basic traffic laws. The Reed-Cooke 
Overlay specifically prohibits this activity. 

The valet parking at this location was always supposed to be a teznporary activity, 
occuning only during conmuction of the parking garage at the nearby "Lofts" 
development. That is the only reason the neighborhood did not object to it initially. 
Once the Lofts garage wu completed, the valet parking was to move back that location. 
They have disregarded their promise and have been operating their business without a 
valid permit. 

Additionally, signs posted for this hearing were not done so in a timely manner. and I did 
not receive my notice for this hearing. I only heard of it through mends and neighbors, 
and we have had little time to organize. Our neighborhood is undergoing a building 
boom. In addition to the current residents, hundreds of new units are coming online. with 
a corresponding increase in traffic and parking. Ironically, the valet parking at this 
location is not being 111ed for residents, but for out of town visitors only. The congestion 
on Kalorama is already much to hiah, and the valet parking is only making it worse. 

Please respect the Reed-Cooke Overlay and the wishes of the local residents. I urge you 
to reject this application. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Kelly Niland 
1680 B Euclid St NW 
Washington DC 20009 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO. 17095
EXHIBIT NO. 38
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Reed-Cooke Neighborhood Association 
Of Ad~ms Morgan 

February 6, 2004 

Geoffrey Griffie, 
OireclOr, Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street NW, Suite 210.S 
WashingtOn, DC 20001 

Subject: Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) Application I 17095 at 1701 
Kalorama Road, NW 

Dear Mr. Grlffls1 

P.03 

On behalf of 1he Fleed-Cooke Nafghborhood AISOClation I wilh to 8lepr881 
our oppolitlon IO Board of Zoning Adjuatmant Application 117095 an Excaptton 
at 1701 Kalorama Road, NW, by Sun Service Inc 

The R..Cooke Neighborhood Asaoaiatlon Wishes to enter the following 
comments into the record for BZA Application #17095 for the property locllld at 
1701 t<alorama Road NW. During our mon1t11y mllting on January a, 2004, the 
attending membership, unanimousJy voted to oppose the requeated Exception. 

Thi Reed-Cooke Neighborhaad Association i1 a neighborhood 
organfzatton who'• boundarlea are Columbia Road on the North; 16th Street to 
the Eut; 18th Street on the West; and Florida Ave on the South. As a 
neighborhood adjloent to the commercial area of Adame-Morgan, Reed-Cooke 
Is very lntereet8d In preeervlng the residential character of our neighborhood. 
our Auoclation wa founded out of lengthy zoning caeea to protect the 
realdential character and houaing in our neighborhood. The adopted regulattons, 
The Reed-Cooke Overlay District, provid• for residential compatible buSi~ 
for thl portion of Kalorama Road that falls within our boundarlel. We understand 
the nNG for bUllness to prosper anti Do ran f&GUYO part of the oommunity. But 
while engaging In busine• aotiVitiel they mult respect the rights of the reel~ma 
of the Reea-cooke Neighborhood to not be burdened by problems created by 
their customers, IUch as late night noiae and excessive traffic. 

District Of COlumbla Municipal Regulation, Titte 11, Zoning, Paragraph 
1 a ExceptiOna, provldaa in paragraph 1403.1 for exceptions to the 
requirements of The Aeecl-Coolce Overlay District subject to meeting certain 
criteria. The criteria for the requeated Exception are paragraph 1403.1 (a), <•> 
and (g). Our oppoeition to the granting of this E>eceptiOn Is based on the fact that ,.6 
the Exception does not meet the criteria for an acceptable use. ~\,, -t 

------~P_.O_Bm:~21~?00.~,W~uhJ~Df!!.~DC~20009~ ______ £_~~~,~ 
••m•U: roedoaokeneighborhood@yahoo.com 
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Paragraph 1403.1 (a) atates In part, that the UN "will aubltantlally 
adVance the stated purpose of The Reecl-COOke OVerlay Diatrtcf'. The 
requested exception does not meet the purposes of the District as stated In 
Paragraph 1400.2(b) or (C), The requeated exception under Paragraph 
1400.2(b) as •non residential uses aerve the local community by providing retaH 
goods, personal services and other activities that contribute to the aatisfactiOn of 
unmet social Nrvicea, and employment needa In u,e Reed-Cooke and Adlma 
Morgan community" fails. The requested Exception will only provide parking for 
Maryland and Virginia reaidents, and Diltrtet of Columbia residents who live . 
outside Adams Morgan. This In no way wlll contribute to enhance the reatdential 
character of our neighborhood or further the purpose of the Reed-Cooke Overlay 
Diatrict. Further the r~uested Exception does not, u required by_paragraph 
1.C00.2(c) •protect the adjacent and nearby rasldencea frOm damaging traffic" 
generated by thi1 u•. Late night not• as • ta• 3 to 4AM, from in and out 
traffic at 1701 Kalorama Road, Will continue to Interrupt the sleep of the realdenta 
diagonally acroas the intersection from 1701 Kalorama Road. Additionally, there 
are 42 new rtlldentlal unill under construction at 1700 t<alorama Road, Whld'I is 
direally across from the entrance to 1701 Kalorama Road. The residents d 
these units wtll be even more direotly affected by the traffic generatld by this 
Exception. At the present pace of construction, the units will start to be occupied 
late this summer. There are other restdentlal unit& under construction within the 
Reed-Cooke neighborhood. Fifty thrN units are under construction at the comer 
of Champlain and Kalorama Road, and fourteen units are under construction at 
2412 1 rri Street (rear), which abuts 1701 Kalorama Road to the north. When 
occupied the residents of theN units wlll 1110 be affected by the evening and late 
night traffic of requested Exception. 

Paragraph 1.cos.1 <•> ltl188 that •Noise aasociated with the operation· of a 
proposed wHI not adverlely affect adjacent or n•rby resldenoea". A valet 
parking service that operataa in evening 10 early morning hours (4PM to 3-4AM) 
generatea noise that incompatible with residential life. Valet drlVera wno 
coordlriata lt1elr activities by yalling over vehlole nolle interrupt the IINp d 
people Hvtng In lhe neart,y rea1c1encee 

Paragraph 1403.1 (g) states In part that 11The UN, .. intensity, and location 
propo11d wlll not advaraely affect adjacent and nearby property or be detrimental 
1o the health safety convenience or general welfare of persons living, working or 
visiting the area". While the applicatlon states that 25-80 parking spaoaa wifl be 
provided, the• 1p1011 will be U88d for lhon term parking in th• order of 1 to 3 
hours. Thia means the tum over traffic NCh night will generate substantial in and 
out traffic. On busy weekend nigh11 It will be in the order Of several hundred 
cara. Thia plaoea the nolN and traffic burden on all residen1s living on Kalorama 
Road, Euclid Streat, Champlalr1 Stwt, Ontario Road, and 1tti St NW. Thell are 
the traffic routN Of the valet drivers going to and coming from 1701 l<alorama 
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Road. Traffic for this Exception is not confined to Kalorama Road. All or th­
Streets are involved with the valet parking generated traffic. The Interior streeta 
Of tne Reed-Cooke neighborhood are ttreets that have a lot of pedestrian foot 
traffic. Pedestrian safety from the harmful effectl of valet drivere who are in a 
hurry is a concern of the residents of the Reed-COOke Neighborhood. 

Paragraph 1403.2 talkS to the issue Of parking Iota or garagea, and sap 
that they lhall meet the conditions set forth in Paragraph 1 «>3.1. The failure of 
the appllcatlon to meet the criteria of Paragraph 1'103.1 have been dlacuaaad 
aboVe. 

. We urge you to reject this application. When we were working to put the 
Reed-Cooke Overlay Olatrfct In Plloe~ tn11 type of 111011 term parking UN wa1 
diecuaeed and rejected by the matnberi d our organization. Whtie not 
speclllcally stated now u a pronibited uee, you can see there were suffloient. 
criteria put in place to effectiWtly bar short term, high volume, commercial 
parking: apecially, a uae that functions weH beyond the hours when a residential 
neighborhood goes to sleep. We ask that you respect purpoae and intent of The 
Reed-Cooke OV.rlay District, and the wlahea of the local t'lliden11. 

Sincerely Yours, 

~~~L. 
Peter l.,yden 
President 

Reed Cooke Neighborhood AsaoclaUon 
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Mr. Geoffrey Griffis 
Board of Zonina Adjustment 
441 4th Street, NW; Suite 210-S 
Washinaton, DC 20001 

February 61 2004 

Feb 9 2004 14:35 

RE: Letter in Opposition to Applica~on # 17095 at 1701 Kalorama Road, NW 

Chairman Griffis and other members of the BZA: 

P.06 

I am writing to urge the BZA to oppose the application for a special exception at 1701 
Xalorama Road. NW (~pplication # 17095), by Sun Service Inc. The valet parkina at 
1701 ICa.lorama R.d. continua to pose a threat to the quality of life in our nei1hborbood. 
The driven which park cars in that building show little regard for pedestrians, stop signs 
or other basic traffic laws. The cars themselves increase noise, congestion, and pollution. 
The Reed-Cooke overlay specifically prohibits this activity. 

The valet parking at thia location was intended to be a temporary activity, which· the 
neis}lbors permitted during constnaction of the parking prap at the nearby "l:.ofta" 
development. Once the Lofts garage was completed, it was to have absorbed valet 
parking. The company hu been operating its business without a valid permit. 

Additionally, signs posted for this hearing were not done so in a timely manner, and I did 
not receive my notice for thi1 hearing. I only heard of it through friends and neiahbora, 
and we have had little time to organize. Our neighborhood is undergoing a building 
boom. In addition to the current residents, hundreds of new unita art comins online, with 
a c:orresponding increase in traffic and parkina. Ironically, the valet parking at this 
location is not being used for residents, but for sh~rt-tenn visitors only. The conpation 
on Kalorama is already much too high, and increasing, and the valet parking will only 
exacerbate it. 

The rcaidcms of Recd-Cooke put a great deal or time an effort into developing the Reed­
Cooke Overlay II a plan that would protect the values of our neigliborhood while 
promotins re1pon1ible development. We request that you reapeet the Overlay and the 
wishes ot the local residents. I urge you to reject this application. 

In Km 
Laurenc;e Kerr 
1722 Euclid Street NW 
Wuhinston. DC 20009 
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February 6, 2004 

Mr. Geoffrey Griffis 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 

441 4th Street, NW; Suite 210-S 

Washington, DC 20001 

fax: 121~6012 

RE: Letter in Opposition to Application# 17095 at 1701 Kalorama Road, 
NW 

Chahman Griffis and other members of the BZA: 

I am writing to urge the BZA to oppose the application for a special exception 
at 1701 Kalorama Road, NW (application# 17095), by Sun Service Inc. The 
valet parking at 1701 Kalorama has severly disrupted our neishborhood and 
Joworod my quality of life. Hundreds of cars per weekend night are seen 
zooming in and out of th~t buildln&, with little regard for pedestrians. stop 
signs or other basic traffic laws. The Reed-Cooke Ofertay specifically 
prohibits this activity. 

The valet parking at this location was always supposed to be a temporary 
activity II occunin& only durin& construction of tao parking garap •..tho 
nearby ••Lofts'' development. Thai is the only reason the neip&orhood did 
not object to it initially. Once the Lofts garage ·was completed, the valet 
parkin1 was to move back that location. They have disregarded their promise 
and have been operating their business without a valid pennit. 

Additionally, signs posted for this hearing were not done so in a timely 
manner, and I did not receive my notice for this hearing. I only heard of it 
throuah friends and neighbors, and we have had little time to oraanize. Our 
neighborhood is undergoing a building boom. In addition to the CUITCDt 
resident$, hundreds of new units are coming onlineJ with a corresponding 
increase in traffic and par~g. lronioally, the valet parking at thiuocation i~ 

1 I: ~ h; J, ,· .f /VO • ~ 
http://webmail.tpl.ora/servlet/webacc/inmpTgNbpBu/GW AP/ ARBP/1 ?acti01FAU8'hment ... , 2/8/2004 
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not being used for residents, but for out of town visitors only. The congestion 
on Kalorama is already much to high, and the valet parking is only making it 
worse. 

Please respect the Reed-Cooke Overlay and the wishes of the local residents. 
I urge you to reject this application. 

Sincerely, 

1708 Euclid Street, NW 

Wasbingt.o~ DC 20009 

http://webmail.tpl.orwservlet/wc,l,acg/iDJnpTatubpBu/GW AP/AREP/1 ?action=Attaobment.... 2/8/2004 
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TO: 

FAX 
~~ 

FAX NO.: 
c-rvm, ,._, 

/a,P• FROM: 

C.OVER SHEET 

NUMBBR_ O~ PAOBS: <?: (including· ~e c~ver sheet) ~ATB SBNr: __ 

MESSAQI: y rnof'L \<:+\ta ·. f . ..\o,.....,,.rc,.,.i. hao-',"/.G .. 
--:rh.'!< 

S,ni; 6~ ~2a2:. 2.s-1-Y:t'-Jr 
If you do' not receive Dll pqes or have Dny problem with recei~s this tmnsmlsaion, please call as soon as 

· poaible. f P N 


