100 Fifth Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003
October 7, 2003

Mary Wright, Member 6B02

Chairperson, Planning and Zoning Committee L
ANC 6B o
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20003

'; 5
o ]
[ ._
RE: BZA Application Nt 27, Square 818) W =
417 A Street, SE, Bet-&Breakfast ol o

Dear Ms. Wright:

BZA Application No. 17037 was withdrawn by petitioner’s counsel on September 2,
2003, the day the Planning and Zoning Committee was originally scheduled to discuss this case.
That case was an appeal from Zoning Administrator Robert Kelly’s denial of petitioner’s
application for a revised HOP because the petitioner had not applied for special exceptions from
Section 203.8 (to increase the number of rooms from 2 to 4 or 6) and from Section 2100.5 (to
waive parking requirements.) Petitioner’s counsel withdrew the appeal of that decision and
stated they would file an application for a special exception to Section 203.8 to increase the
number of rooms from 2 to 4 or 6, (which is before you now as BZA Application Number
17079), but indicated they would not file a special exception for a waiver of the Section 2100.5
parking requirement.

Under the terms of the Zoning Administrator’s denial of the application for the revised
HOP (letters dated March 19 and March 24, 2003, included hereto as Exhibit 1), a special
exception is required from the Board of Zoning Adjustment to receive a parking waiver from
Section 2100.5 of the zoning regulations and a separate special exception is required from
Section 203.8 (¢) (1) of the zoning regulations to increase the number of rooms from 2 to 4 or 6.
An increase in the number of rooms from 2 to 4 or 6, and a waiver of the parking requirements
require special exceptions. Neither request is an unfettered matter of right.

In accordance with DCMR 3112.7 and 3113.7, The Board of Zoning Adjustment
forwarded to the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6B notice that BZA Application Number
17079 was filed on September 5, 2003. Under the zoning regulations, the ANC may consider
and recommend approval or denial of a special exception, and the Board of Zoning must give this
decision “great weight” in reaching their decision. The public hearing has now been scheduled
for December 2, 2003. We request that the Planning and Zoning Committee strongly oppose the
proffered application for the special exception requested, and recommend that the full ANC
adopt and transmit this opposition to the special exception in the written report to the Board of
Zoning Adjustment in accordance with DCMR 3115.

BZA Board of Zoning Adjustment
Case No. / 7079 District of Columbia

CASE NO. 17079

EXhibit No. __ﬁ_ EXHIBIT NO. 43




Exhibit 2 contains the signatures of 116 residents of ANC6B, including the owners and/or
residents of most of those properties listed as being within 200 feet of the property, and
represents nearly unanimous opposition to the granting of this special exception or exceptions to
the zoning regulations for the aforementioned property. The signatories to this petition request
that ANC 6B formally oppose the special exceptions and that the Board of Zoning Adjustment
deny them as well. By the time of the December 2, 2003, public hearing, we expect to have even
more signatures to forward to the Board of Zoning.

There is no single reason why the neighborhood opposes these special exceptions. The
opposition stems from a myriad of reasons, which will be expressed in personal letters (Exhibit 3
contains a copy of 5 letters already sent directly to the Board of Zoning Adjustment concerning
this application, and more will be forthcoming in the days and weeks ahead), memoranda, and
testimony of the affected neighbors as the process continues. The bottom line, however, is that
your constituency stands firmly behind opposition to the granting of these special exceptions, and
the feelings on this issue run deeply.

Respectfully,
Gene Berry |
Enclosure:
Exhibit 1
Exhibit 2
Exhibit 3

ee: Jerrily R. Kress, FAIA
Director, Office of Zoning
441 4™ Street, N.W.
Suite 210-S
Washington, DC 20001
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

%k %k
oI
e

Building and Land Regulation Administration
Office of the Administrator

March 19, 2003

Richard B. Nettler, Esq.

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi LLP
1801 K Street, N.W., Suite 1200
Washington DC 20006

Ref: 417 A Street, S.E.

Dear Mr. Nettler:

Mr. Mark Phillips, your client, has applied for a revision to his Home Occupancy Permit
(HOP) to authorize five sleeping rooms in his bed and breakfast located at 417 A Street,
S.E. His current HOP allows a maximum of two sleeping rooms. Mr. Phillips has
requested that his application be approved as a matter of right, rather than be submitted
to the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) for a special exception.

You will recall that in a letter dated October 10, 2002, to you from Denzil Noble, Deputy
Administrator, you were advised that pursuant to the Zoning Regulations at 12 DCMR

§ 203.8(c)(1), any increase above the maximum of two rooms must be approved by the
BZA, even if the facility is located in an historic district. (Mr. Phillips was also so advised

in a separate letter to him.)

In response to Mr. Noble's letter, you wrote him on October 16, 2002, to register your
disagreement with his interpretation of that regulation. You argued that §203.8(c)(1)
should be read to allow six sleeping rooms as a matter of right, asserting that BLRA had
consistently taken the position that BZA approval was only required for properties that
were not historic. To support your argument, you cited the BZA decision on the Swann
House Bed and Breakfast (Application No. 16333 of Richard T. Ross, April 15, 1998),
and noted that that decision had been affirmed by the D.C. Court of Appeals in Dupont
Circle Citizens Assoc. v. D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment, 749 A.2d 1258 (2000).

The Swann House decision does not support your contention. In that case, DCRA had
in January 1998 advised the owners that the home occupation permit (HOP) under
which the bed and breakfast (B&B) had been operating had been issued in error and
that it was necessary for the owners to apply for a new permit. They

thereupon applied for authorization to operate (actually, to continue to operate) a six-
room B&B in their owner-occupied single family house, located in an historic district.

-941 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 2000, Washington, D.C. 20002



Mr. Richard Nettier
March 19, 2003

The then-Acting Zoning Administrator denied the application for two reasons, one being
that the B&B exceeded the maximum number—two—of permitted guest rooms. The
owners were advised that they could apply to the BZA for a special exception. They
accordingly filed an application for a special exception with the BZA, seeking
authorization to operate their B&B with nine guest rooms—which was an increase over
the six rooms they had already been operating. After an April 15, 1998, hearing, the
BZA granted the special exception. On appeal by a citizens’ association, the D.C. Court
of Appeals affirmed the BZA decision.

It is true that in its findings of fact the BZA made the statement that “six guest rooms are
permitted as a matter-of-right by virtue of the historic certification.” That was not,
however, the decision in the case. The application before the BZA was for authorization
for nine guest rooms—an increase from the six rooms the owners had already been
operating. Whether authorization for six rooms was a matter of right or whether it
required BZA approval was not in issue. The District of Columbia Court of Appeals
affirmed the actual decision of the BZA to allow nine rooms, but whether authorization
for six rooms was a matter of right or required BZA approval was, similarly, not an issue

for the court.

Indeed, in a subsequent BZA case, Application No. 16793 of Anexora Skvirsky (heard
January 8, 2002), an applicant sought a special exception to operate exactly six
sleeping rooms in a bed and breakfast in an historic district, citing the §203.8
requirement for BZA approval. At the conclusion of the hearing, the BZA approved the
application and granted a special exception for the operation of six guest rooms.

Section 203.8(c)(1) states that the number of sleeping rooms “may be increased” to six
in an historic district, indicating that some action must be taken to authorize the use of
six rooms, just as the previous clause states that “the number of sleeping rooms may be
increased to four” by the BZA for a B&B in a non-historic district. An action to increase
the number to six therefore must be taken by the BZA. If, in fact, six rooms were
permitted in an historic district as a matter of right, and BZA approval was not required,
then the limitation would have been stated more directly as “the maximum number of

sleeping rooms shall be six.”

. Our mterpretatuon of §203.8 of the Zoning Regulations continues to be that BZA
approval is required for the use of more than two sleeping rooms in a bed and
breakfast home occupation. Please advise your client accordingly.

Sincergty, -

Robert W. Kelly
Zoning Administrato

cc: Denzil Noble
Acting Administrator, BLRA



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

Jiuilding and Land Regulatior Administration

x k k|
Office of the Zoning Admin strator =

March 24, 2003

Ifark Lee Phillips
¢17 A Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Re: BZA Referral/ 417 A Street, SE
Lot 27 in {iquare 818
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Phillips:

Your Home Occupation Permit (HOP) Application # 50397, filed to increase the
rumber of sleepiig rooms in you bread and breakfast facility and with a waiver for
additional off strvet parking has been denied due to the need for Board of Zoning
Adjustment (BZ4\) approval.

¢ pecific Reason(s) for Denial: DCMR Title 11, Sections 2100.5 (Parking) and 203.8
(Number of Roonis).

The BZA has aut1ority to grant your Special Exception under the authority of
DCMR Title 11, Siection 3104.1. This letter must be presented to the BZA, Room
210, 441 — 4" Strcet, NW when filing for your request for a Special Exception to
increase the tumber of rooms and waive the off street parking requirement for your
facility.

Should you have juestions, contact me at 442-4576.

941 North Capitol Stre :t, N.E., Suite 2000 Washington, DC 20002 Phone: (202) 442-4576 Fax: (202) 4424871
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA
HOP Application # 50397 (BZA Application No. 70637
417 A Street, SE L1079
Lot 27 in Square 818
Washington, DC 20003

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

IN RE:

BZA Referral by DCRA

HOP Application # 50397 (BZA Application No. +7637)

417 A Street, SE

Lot 27 in Square 818

Washington, DC 20003

17079

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA
HOP Application # 50397 ( BZH Hyp tatson o 47037
417 A Street, SE (70
Lot 27 in Square 818

Washington, DC 20003

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms, his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 68, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, admlmstratwe or
legal body considering this matter.
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA
HOP Application # 50397 ( B ZA f?;v/’/ bra Koo, /0. 79957‘

417 A Street, SE
Lot 27 in Square 818 ] 707?

Washington, DC 20003

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003
IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA

HOP Application # 50397
417 A Street, SE

Lot 27 in Square 818
Washington, DC 20003

(BZ4 4

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA
HOP Application # 50397
417 A Street, SE

Lot 27 in Square 818
Washington, DC 20003

(BzA Hppliation Mo, /7937,
(7079

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003
IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA

HOP Application # 50397
417 A Street, SE

Lot 27 in Square 818
Washington, DC 20003

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.
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TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA
HOP Application # 50397 (BZA Application No. 17637)
417 A Street, SE 17079

Lot 27 in Square 818
Washington, DC 20003

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.




TO: Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003

IN RE: BZA Referral by DCRA
HOP Application # 50397 (BZA Application No. 12637

Lot 27 in Square 818
Washington, DC 20003

We, the undersigned neighbors of the B & B in question, petition the
Planning and Zoning Committee, ANC 6B, to oppose Mr. Mark Phillips’
application for a permit to increase from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms his commercial
renting of rooms, and make known this opposition to ANC 6B, the District
of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs, and any other licensing, zoning, administrative or
legal body considering this matter.
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October 2, 2003

Jerrily R. Kress, FAIA
Director

Board of Zoning Adjustment
441 4™ Street, NW

Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

Re:  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6B
Application No. 17079
Application of Mark Lee Phillips

Dear Jerrily Kress:

Mark Lee Phillips is requesting a special exception to increase the number of sleeping T00Mms ina
bed and breakfast from two to four or six. As a neighbor of Mr. Phillips living at 111 5™ Street,
SE, I am seriously opposed to your granting this special exception. My primary reason for
this is the additional burden on parking in our neighborhood. There are already insufficient
parking spaces for residents. In many instances, my wife and I are parking several blocks away

. from our home, a burden when dealing with groceries or other packages, not to mention the
safety concerns when my wife arrives home later in the evening.

There is little doubt that current visitors to the bed and breakfast occupy parking spaces during
their stay. Adding additional rooms could mean that there would be as many as eight
automobiles for a single resident home in an already crowded residential zone. There is
absolutely no reason to grant the exception since the owners were well aware of the rules and
regulations before they decided to transform a residential property into a for-profit business.

There are many residents, many older who need close-in parking, that share my thoughts; and I
hope you will consider seriously their views, expressed in their letters or as signatures on the
neighborhood petition. Please keep in mind that our 5™ Street neighborhood has many homes,
and many of these, such as the one next to me, are rental properties where as many as six
automobiles per property are competing for parking. The neighborhood simply cannot withstand
the impact from the special exception. Again, I urge you to not grant the Phillips’ exception and
help us maintain the neighborhood as a family-oriented and friendly environment.

ol @

Robert (Skip) A. Seward II
111 5® Street SE
Washington DC 20003

Sincefcly,



Dear Jerrily Kress: October 6, 2003

Please excuse the informality of this note, but I take the proverbial pen to paper to bring
to your attention the BZA Application (No. 17079, Lot 27, Sq. 818) at 417 A street, SE, a
bed and breakfast.

It is my understanding that you and others have received numerous correspondences re
the zoning applications for the B&B. As Ilive down the street I have a vested interest.
In fact, if you look at the history of this B&B there have been violations of ordinances
from the very beginning (eg having a large sign out front announcing the soon to be
B&B) to the present special exemption for additional rooms. Along the way, there have
been problems where more than two rooms have been made available for use, parking
permits beyond what is allowed, etc. And now this.

As you well know, this is a very residential neighborhood and is the attraction to all of us
living here, from singles to families with children to the elderly. And it is that ambiance
that I am sure makes it attractive to a B&B. Unfortunately they are taking a good thing
and pushing it beyond what the neighborhood can support from parking spaces to
character of the neighborhood. And what has me writing, is that there is a constant push
by the B&B for more. They started out knowing the rules and it was my understanding
that two rooms would be it. Now four. And the above mentioned issues above, besides
all the ones that I am not familiar with.

With that said, we have the B&B, but lets keep it as to what they agreed to when they
changed the single family house to a B&B--a two unit B&B, preserving our
neighborhood and even some of our parking.

Sincerely,

Sheldon Harris
500 Independence Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20003



SYLVIA HOLTON
517 A STREET SE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003
Tel.: 202/547-8052; FAX: 202/547-0364; E-mail: swholton2@cs.com
6 October 2003

Jerrily R. Kress, FAIA Director
Board of Zoning Adjustment
441 4™ Street, NW

Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

RE  BZA Application No. 17079 (Lot 27, Square 818)
417 A Street, SE, Bed & Breakfast

Dear Jerrily Kress:

[ am writing to ask that you deny a special exception to Section 203.8 for an increase in
the number of rooms (from 2 to 4 or 6) and to reaffirm the Zoning Administrator’s
decision that a special exception to waive the parking requirements of Section 2100.5
would also be required by the proposed guest house at 417 A Street.

I have lived at my present address on A Street SE since 1969. The street 34 years ago,
and until 417 was renovated as a B&B last year, was residential, a lovely and desirable
neighborhood close to the Capitol. I was appalled to learn that 417 was given
permission to become a commercial property within this unique neighborhood without
any consultation with the neighbors. Now, as I understand it, they are permitted to rent
2 rooms, although they have renovated 6 rooms and plan to rent all 6 if they can gain
permission..

I also understand that 417 has applied for the right to obtain parking permits for their
guests. And of course they own a car themselves, so that would mean potentially 7 cars
associated with one address. The parking situation in the neighborhood is
tremendously difficult as itis. To increase the problem because of commercial
development by one property owner seems exceedingly unjust. All of the neighbors
will be affected by special favors given to one homeowner. There are times now when I
must park several blocks from my home after dark because of the pressure of parking.
But to tolerate the situation because of the commercial development of a single
property owner in the neighborhood will create considerable resentment among the

neighbors.

Because the proposed changes (increase in number of rentable rooms and ability to



ghtain parking permits for guests) will have such a negative impact on the
geighborhood, I request that you deny the applications submitted by 417 A Street SE.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

e

Sincegely yours,

/)

gyNia Holton



Mark Kantor
513 A Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003
Tel 202-544-4953
Fax, 603-697-8959

mkantor@atrglobal.net

October 6, 2003

Jerrily R. Kress, Director
Board of Zoning Adjustment
441 4™ St., NW

Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

Re:  BZA Application No. 17079 (Lot 27, Square 818)
417 A Street, SE, Bed & Breakfast

Dear Ms. Kress:

BZA Application No. 17079 seeks a special exception to increase the number of
rooms in the Bed & Breakfast located at 417 A Street, SE, from 2 to 4 or 6 rooms. 1
request that the Application be denied. I do so for two reasons. First, parking is already
a serious problem for residents in this neighborhood, and the addition of two-to-four
more cars every night will overload an already difficult situation. Second, this is not an
appropriate neighborhood for additional commercial ventures. Apart from along East
Capitol Street, there are almost no commercial businesses in the area, and there are none
of which I am aware on A Street, S.E. for many, many blocks. I encourage you to not
grant a special exception and begin the process of altering the character of the
neighborhood.

I am sensitive that neighbors need to work hard at getting along, and I am
troubled that this issue has caused so many bad feelings between the owners of 417 A
Street and others. I do not think there is any way to go back in time, however, and

prevent the issue from arising, and I therefore request that you follow existing law and
practice, and deny the request for a special exception.

Very truly yours,
CMark Kantor

Mark Kantor

cc: Ms. Mary Wright, Chairperson, ANC 6B Planning and Zoning Committee



100 Fifth Street, SE

Washington, DC 20003
October 6, 2003

Jerrily R. Kress, FAIA, Director

Board of Zoning Adjustment

441 4™ Street, NW

Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

RE:  BZA Application No. 17079 (Lot 27, Square 818)
417 A Street, SE, Bed & Breakfast

Dear Jerrily Kress:

I am writing to you about BZA Application No. 17079, which requests a special exception to Section 203.8
of the municipal regulations to increase the number of rooms in the B & B located at 417 A Street, SE, from 2 to 4
or 6. Zoning Administrator, Robert Kelly, previously denied an application to revise the Home Occupation Permit
to permit more than 2 rooms, and stated that the applicant was also required to request a special exception to waive
the parking requirements of Section 2100.5 of the regulations. Iam writing to ask you to deny a special exception
to Section 203.8 for any increase in the number of rooms, and to re-affirm the Zoning Administrator’s decision that
a special exception to waive the parking requirements of Section 2100.5 would also be required by the property.

Parking in our neighborhood is often nearly impossible find for the residents now, and I know that current
commercial guests of the B & B already occupy parking spaces during their stay. Increasing the number of rooms
would result in additional parking problems for me and my neighbors, some of whom are elderly and cannot walk
the 3, 4 or 5 blocks required to find parking on some evenings.

Secondly, this neighborhood is a very stable close-knit residential neighborhood. This is a primary reason
that I, and many others, have chosen to make this neighborhood our home, and is what makes it such a desirable
place to live. We recently celebrated our 20* annual block party. The commercial traffic we have seen since the B &
B opened is not the kind we would like to see increased, which would be the result if you grant a special exception.
We feel the increased traffic and density will tend to encourage more commercial encroachment, altering the
residential fabric and make-up of the neighborhood, and negatively affecting the quality of life for those of us who
make this our home. Many of us feel altering the residential uses in the neighborhood can only have a negative
impact on property values.

The public hearing has now been scheduled for December 2, 2003. I request that you consider this matter
and deny the special exception. Iknow that I am not alone in feeling that a grant of this special exception would
seriously affect not only the parking, but also the neighborhood itself, one I dearly love and would hate to see
changed for the worse. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

e

1

Cc:  Mary Wright, Member 6802
Chairperson, Planning and Zoning Committee
ANC 6B
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003



10 7 Fifth Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

October 6, 2003

Jerrily R. Kress, FAIA, Director
Board of Zoning Adjustment
441 4th Street, NW

Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

RE: BZA Application No. 17079 (Lot 27, Square 818)
417 A Street, SE, Bed & Breakfas

Dear Jerrily Kress:

| am writing to you about BZA Application No. 17079, which requests a
special exception to Section 203.8 of the municipal regulations to increase the
number of rooms in the B & B located at 417 A Street, SE, from2to4 or 6. Zoning
Administrator, Robert Kelly, previously denied an application to revise the Home
Occupation Permit to permit more than 2rooms, and stated that the applicant was
also required to request a special exception to waive the parking requirements of
Section 2100.5 of the regulations. | am writing to ask you to deny a special
exception to Section 203.8 for any increase in the number of rooms, and to re-affirm
The Zoning Administrator's decision that a special exception to waive the parking
requirements of Section 2100.5 would also be required by the property.

While this process creates a formidable paper trail and has the appearance of
preserving the integrity of existing neighbor status, it is clearly not functioning
properly when the owners of said property clearly misrepresented their intent and
cost of renovation in a formal application. At no time did the owners approach any
neighbor and engage them in a dialogue or process that would solicit their input. In
fact , the whole renovation and announcement of a new B&B was veiled with
misinformation. In addition the new neighborhood resident, recently having arrived
from England, was never introduced even though he is the purported manager of the
facility |

Parking around 5th and A is often impossible with the closeness of Hill eateries
and other recently transitioned establishments running fundraisers and hosting
cocktail parties. Allowing further disintegration of the neighborhood by pushing folks
further from their homes seems unreasonable. Increasing the number of rooms
would result in additional parking problems for us and my neighbors, some of whom
are elderly and cannot walk the 3, 4 or 5 blocks required to find parking on some



evenings. Parking is a number one concern of homeowners and allocating existing
parking space to another B&B would decrease the value of the neighborhood

homes.

The public hearing has now been scheduled for December 2, 2003. | request

that you consider this matter and deny the special exception. | know that | am not
alone in feeling that a grant of this special exception would seriously affect not only
the parking, but the quality of life in our neighborhood.

Mary Wright, Member 6B02

Chairperson, Planning and Zoning Committee ANC 6B
921 Rennsylvania Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20003



