
·ti n,ij.r,·,;::-· is D;;w id Ma.;,;1,,.1e· l l .:i.nd I r1::·P t··o:·sent RMC-2:E:. 
Tha~k ~ou for the oPProtunitY to aPPear before YOU in rePresentin9 the 
iiews of ro~ nei9hbors and m~ constituents inthis sensitive issue of 
--k,r•io:• 0 

The A~: wants to, first, reco9nize the iroPortance of retainin9 health 
:are Professionals in our nei9hborhoods, We a9ree that zonin9 
-e9ulations concerning PhYsicians a~d dentists should be left alone but 
ooved to section 203,2, As lon9 as theY use the structure for their 
>rinciPal residence theY should be exemPt from 203.2(i), 

We need stron9, sPecific wordin9 to insure that "home 
occuPations" are indeed oPerated bY the owners or 
occuPants who reside witthin the affected ProPertY, 

9a.r~.9e::. sho1.1. l d be ci:,unto:·d -3.::- res. i dE·nt i .:J. l sP a.,:e. t·k, 
·:i-~.ra.9e· P -~.rk i n9 sho~t l d be- di sP l-~.ce·d -:1.s -:1. resv. l t of "hm,11::· 
1:,,=i:•..1.P-3.t i•:•n:::. 11

• 

Do:·finit.ion for ".:i.,:,:o:·ssorY 1..1.si::·" nei::·ds to be develoPed. it 
should include wordin9 to the effect that it be Just an 
accessnr~ anJ not assuroe control of the affected 
F· re·~·• i si:·s .• 

Definition for "transient accoModation" needs to be 
develoPed, These businesses, inar9uablY "inns" or 
"hote·ls", c:i.n current\~ c,w1ofl -3.9ue· t.f·,er,,s.elvo;;·s a.::::. "bed 
a.nd bri::·.3,kfa.2-t" sP,:,ts. a.rid i·nv-:1.de ou.r resid,::·nti -~.l zoni::·s. 
The::i ski rt the ta.:,,: -:1.nd re·v1::•·i11.1.e l-3.l•JS .:1:nd tho;;·y so;;·r i ous 1 Y 
destabilize and undermine the residential qualities of 
our nei9hborhoods. 

Sect203.2(J), Pertainin9 to sale Parties for 
solocitation of orders, needs further develoPment. A 
nuMber . of PeoPle livin9 in residential a?artments think 
that a~artMents $hould have sePerate standards. 

t,fo- 1.,J.3:ot the Zoni'n9 Cor,w,iss-ion ti:i r,2co9nize· the· nee·d tc, 
have stron9 lan9ua9e a9ainst t~e use of flaMroables or 
,:or,,b1.1.s ti bl es. in the·s1::· 11 ho:,r,,e· occu.P -~. i:. ions 11 

And, 1,.11::· ,.H.nt the C,:,r,w,i::-sic•n th t -3.l::e· .3_ strc,n9 vie1,.1 
a9ainst any Practice which allows an inaPProPriate and 
unseerol::i flow of customers to deve\oP. 

I.Jith 
s.,:,r,11:- c,f the .,.bo:,ve i r, r,, ind tr~e AMC 1,J i shes to ::-u.br,, it the· f,:, l l c,,,J i ·,,9 
def ini tic,ns fi:or ·i no:lu.:.::.ion into :3-=·ct. 199. 9 

Accessi:orY Use - incidental use of a structure which shall not 
c11:c1.1.P::i r,,or-1:::· thu, :;:3 1/3 :--~ c,f the flo,:,r -3.ri::-.3., 

Horoe OccuPat.ion - a horoe occuPation is any 9ainful 
occuPation1l or Profession en9a9ed in b~ the occuPant of a 
dwellin9 unit which is used as his/her PrinciPal residence. 
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Such hoMe occuPation ooust be coMPatible with the nei9hborhood 
and is an accessor~ to the unit. No stock in trade is kePt 
·oor an~ c 1:or,1r11,:,d i t:i ;;;.,:, l d uP ,:o-i1 the· P reril i se.2 .• 

PrinciPal Residence - where one is doMiciled for More than 
-~5% of an~ consecutive twelve Month Period. 

This. 
AMC h-:1.s so1.v:;1ht to stri:·.,.r,·1 line· the Pr,:,P,:,;;;.e·d re9u. la.tion;;; .. ,.ffe·c:ti n9 "h,:.r,·1e 
occuPations" and I think that the CoMMission MeMbers can a9ree with 
th-,.t ,:,nee· the-~ h-3.'•.•·•~- ha.d .,. ,:ha.n•:t:· t,:. re·•,.d,::-1,.1 our r,::·cor11r11en,:J,.tions. M-3.n::J 
::-Pi;:·,: if i c "hor,1e· ,:11:,:1J.P .,.ti ,:,·11:=- II ha:,/E· be·e·n ch,· l €·ted fr,:.r.-1 ou.r P ro:,P ,;is.,. ls in the 
interest of Makin9 it siMPler to accoModate non-offensive hoMe 
occuPations as lo~:;1 as the~ Meet the re9uirements set forth in our 
P roP ,:,s.,. ls. 

Once a9ain I wish to thank the Zo:inin9 ComMission for the tiMe to sPeak 
to this iss1.1.e·. 
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OP F'roP QS,:1. l 

HOME OCCUPATIONS (R-1) 

The purpose of the home occupation provisions is 
to permit home occupations as accessory uses, 
provided that they are compatible with the 
neighborhood in which they are located. The 
intent is to protect residential areas from 
adverse effects of activities associated with home 
occupations while permitting residents of the 
community the opportunity to use the home as a 
workplace and source of livelihood under 
re~trictive conditions. A home occupation is any 
gainful occupation or profession engaged in by an 
occupant of a dwelling unit which meets the 
requirements of this section. 

A home occupation must comply with all of the 
codes and ordinances of the District of Columbia, 
and the following general conditions and 
requirements: 

(a) A home occupation shall be incidental to the 
use of a dwelling unit for residential 
purposes. No more than forty (401) percent 
of the floor area of the dwelling unit may be 
used in connection with a home occupation, 
including any space used for storage of 
materials and products. The floor area of a 
dwelling unit, in this case, shall include 
the floor area of all heated and ventilated 
and thereby habitable rooms and areas within 
the dwelling unit, including basements and 
habitable attic space. No more than 300 
square feet of an accessory building may be 
utilized and shall be counted, if utilized, 
in the base floor area and the maximum 
percentage of floor area permitted. 

Cb) No persons other than a resident of the 
dwelling unit shall be engaged or employed in 
the home occupation, and the number of 
residents employed at the subject home shall 
not exceed two (2). 

ANC-2B Reco~~endation 

to3. I tJ~NGEo 

~o3, 2 LiNCHA~GED 

203.2(a) A ho~e occuPation shall be incidental to 
the use of a dwelling unit for PrinciPal 
residential PurPoses. No ~ore than thirt~-three and 
one third (33 113%) Percent of the floor area of 
the dwe11in9 unit Ma~ be used in connection with a 
ho~e occuPation, includin9 an~ sPace used for 
stora9e of materials and Products. The floe~ area 
of a dwe11in9 unit, in this case, shall include the 
f1c11?r -3.r,:·.3. ,:,f a.11 ~,eated .n,d venti 1.3.b . .-.•::I and the·rs·b::1 
habitable rooms and areas within the dwellin9 unit, 
includin9 base~ents and habitable attic sPace. · 
Nomore than 300 s9uare feet of an accessor~ 
bu~l~in9 m~~ be utilized and shall be counted, if 
ut1l1zed, 1n the base floor area and the ~axi~Jm 
Percenta9e of floor area Permitted. 

(NOTE=Gara9es should be counted as residential 
sP-:1.1:e. t-lo 9-:t.ra9i? P~.rkin9 should bi? di5-Pl.:J.c,::·d as -~. 
result of home occuPations.) 

203.2(b) No Persons other than a resident of the 
d1.,.1el lin·~ 1.1.nit s.hal 1 be· e·n9-3.9ed c,r e·r,,Plo::.ied b) the 
home occuPation, excePt as otherwise sPecified. 
Pers?ns with demonstrated Ph::.isical handicaPs ma::.l be 
Permitted sPecial consideration b::.i the Board as 
Provided b::.l Subsection 203,6; and 



OP Pro~• o::.,3. l 

Jee) No alteration of the residential appearance 

of the subject home shall occur, including 
!creation of a separate entrance to the 
dwelling or utilization of an existing 
entrance exclusively for the business. 

(d) There shall be no outside operations, outside 
storage, or display of materials or products. 

(e) The home occupation shall not displace nor 
impede the use of required parking spaces, 
including any business storage in required 

1garage parking areas. 

(f) No mechanical equipment_ is to be utilized, 
except that which is nec_essarily, 
customarily, or ordinarily used for household 
or leisure purposes. No equipment or process 
shall be used which creates visual or audible 
electrical interference in radio or 
television receivers outside the subject 
home, or causes fluctuations in line voltage 
outside ·the subject home. 

(g~he use shall produce no noise, obnoxious 
odors, vibrations, glare, nor fumes 
detectable to normal sensory perception 
outside the subject home. 

(h . - ,N~t more than twc, c2t··.;,ehicles, and no 
commercially licensed vehicle shall be 
utilized in the business. 

(i) Visitors, customers, or deliveries shall not 
exceed that normally and reasonably occurring 
for a residence; in any case not more than 
five (5) business visitors per day and not 
more than two (2) deliveries of products or 
materials per week shall be permitted. 

(j) ; No sale of products, other than telephone 
sales, shall be permitted at the subject 

. .. home, except that two (2) sale parties for 
the purpose of soliciting orders or sales may 
be held annually: each event at the subject 

✓ h.-- .... _,_.._ .. ,... ...,...,,...,.,,,...~ ._, .,1'°'9"\+-,_, ( ?n\ ,...~,..Cl"'\Y"le!! 

ANC-2B Recommendation 

203.2(c) No alteratiori of the residential 
aPPearance of the subJect hoMe shall occur, 
includin9 creation of a seParate entrance to the 
dwellin9 or utilization of an existin9 entrance 
exclusive\~ for the business or structural 
alterations of the interior. 

20~.1.cd) UN~H-ANG~D 

z.03. 2.(e) UNCHANGED 

203.2(f) No equiPMent or Process shall be used 
which creates visual or audible electrical 
interference in radio or television receivers 
outside the subJect home, or cause fluctuations in 
line volta9e outside the subJect hoMe. 

203,2(9) The use shall Produce no noise, obnoxious 
odors, vib~1tions, 9lare, flaMMable or coMbustible 
a9ents, nor fu~es detectable to nor~al sensor~ 
PercePtion outside the subJect ho~e. 

203.2(h) Not More than two (2) vehicles. 

203.2(i) Visi~Jrs or deliveries shall not exceed 
that normall~ and reasonabl~ occurin9 for a 
residence; in an~ case not More than five (5) 
business visitors ~er da~ and not more than two (2) 
deliveries of Products or ~aterials Per week shall 
be PerMitted and, all retail sales are Prohibited. 

203.2(J) unchan9ed 



203.3 

203.4 

•-•1 I I •,..•r •j.:;•9, L 

(k) The exterior of the subject home may have 
only one (1) non-illuminated, flush-mounted 
sign, not exceeding 144 square inches in area 
and indicating only the name of the occupant 
and the type of occupation. 

(l) An applicant for a home occupation shall 
obtain an occupational license if required by 
District of Columbia Code. 

A home occupation is permitted only by means of a 
Home Occupation Permit or as a special exception 
approved by the Board of Zoning Adjustment. A 
Home Occupation Permit is a permit issued for a 
home occupation without a public hearing. Both 
types of permit granted by these provisions _are 
granted to a designated person or persons residing 
at a residential address. No such permit is 
transferable from person to person or from address 
to address. 

The following uses ~hall be allowed as home 
occupations, provided that the conditions 
specified in Subsection 203. 2 are met at the 
establishment of the home occupation and on a 
continuing basis, as authorized by a Home 
Occupation Permit: 

(a) Tutoring of not more than three (3) students 
at any one time, excP.pt that tutoring of 
mu~ic students shall be limited to one (1) at 
a time, without amplification of instruments, 
and solely within the subject home. 

(b) Child Development Home. 

(c) A maximum of two (2) roomers or boarders in 
the subject home. 

(d) Dressmaking, sewing and tailoring. 

(e) Painting, sculpturing, writing, composing, or 
other fine arts occupations practiced by 
individuals in home studios, with the 
allowance that up to sixty- (60\) percent of 
the floor area of the dwelling unit may be 
devoted to the studio, 

nI·1•~-.:!.r:, r:.'::'I_ur•Irriena.,.r.. i ,:,n 

203.2(k) The exterior of the subJect home ma~ have 
,:,nl~ ,:,r1e (1) r,c,n-ill•J.rtri·r,.:1.ted, fl1.lsh-u,ou.nted si9n, 
not exceedin9 72 square inches in area and 
indicatin9 onlY the name of the PrinciPal resident. 

203.3 A home occuPation is Permitted onl~ by means 
of a Certificate of OccuPancY. C of O granted b~ 
these Provisions are 9ranted to a desi9nated Person 
or Persons residing at a residential address. No 
such PerMit is transferrable from Person to Person 
or from address to address. 

203,4 Delete with sPecific items either moved or 
d,:· l eti:·d. 

203.4(a) Delete 

203.4 The ANC feels that Child DeveloPment Homes 
should be moved to 203.6 and restricted to no more 
than one Cl) Per 600-foot radius. 
203.4(c) Delete. Dealt with under transi~nt 
.3,c,::,:,r,11:,d-:1.t i ,:,ns. 
203.4(d) Delete 

203.4(e) The ANC recomme~js that this be handled 
ur,der "Artis ts·' Stud i ,:is" ru. l 1:·r,·,.:1.k i n9. As .:1.n 
accessory use it should be subJect to the laws 
Pertaining too accessory uses, If it is not an 
accessory use it should be handled as an excePtion. 



(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

. ( j) 

Ck) 

(1) 

(ml 

(n) 

1.,•r rr ·•-•t'•-•:=..--:1. l. 

Home crafts, such as model-making, rug 
weaving, lapidary work, and cabinet making. 

Home cooking and preserving. 

Caterer, provided that no more than two (2) 
meals per week, serving no more than twenty 
(20) persons each, shall be prP.pared at the 
subject home and shall be served elsewhere. 

Telephone an~wering service and telephone 
sales. 

Computer programming • 

Typing or word processing service. 

Mail order business, provided that no retail 
sales shall occur at the subject home. 

Home office of a professional person, 
scientist, clergyman, inventor, or 
academician, provided that consultations with 
clients, colleagues, employees, students or 
other affected persons shall not occur at the 
subject home. · 

Office of a salesman, including real estate 
agent, or manufacturer's representative, 
provided that no customers visit the subject 
home and the only business transactions 
occurring at the subject home are by 
telephone. 

(o) Office of a physician or dentist, with the 
allowance that one (1) person not residing at 
the subject home may be employed so long as 
that person is not a physician or dentist. 

203.4(f) Delete. Move cabinetmakin9 to 203.6, 

203.4(,i ) Deli:te 

203. 4 (k) De 1 i:·te 

203.4(n) Delete 

203.4(0) ANC recom~ends that this ParaQraPh- be 
moved to sect 203,2 and be rePlaced b~ curr ent 
re-~1.1. l .;i. ti ,:,ns. 



203.5 

OP Pr,:,P ,:,;:;.'<-". l 

(p) Bed and Breakfast facility, offering rooms 
and breakfast to guests on a daily basis, 
provided that the following requirements 
shall be met: 

( l) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Breakfast is the only meal served and is 
served only to overnight guests; 

The ma~imwn number of sleeping rooms in 
the fa~ility is two (2), except that by 
special exception pursuant to Subsection 
203,6(b), the number of sleeping rooms 

.' may be increased to four ( 4) ; 

One (1) p~rking space, in addition to 
the required parking for the dwelling 
unit, shall be provided for each 
sleeping room devoted to guest use: 

No cooking facilities shall be permitted 
in any of the rented rooms; and 

The rooms shall be rented out less than 
109 nights in a 12-month period, and no 
stay shall exceed fourteen (14) days. 

The following uses are considered inherently 

unsuited to be practiced as home occupations and 
are accordingly prohibited: 

(a) 

. (bl 

Any retail service or other use specified in 
Subsections 701.1, 701. 4, 721. 2, 721. 3, 
741.2, 741.3, 751,2(b), and 801.6; and 

Any use prohibited in Subsection 902.1. 

203,4(P) Move t,:, 203.6 -~.rid r,11:,dif~ AC:, R>LLOW~ 

203.4(P)(1) Continental breakfast is the only meal 
served and is served onl~ to overni9ht 9uests; 

203,6(e)(2) The maximum number of sleePin9 rooms 
in the facilit~ is two (2) rooms housin9 uP to four 
(4) Persons; 

203,4(P)(3) One (1) offstreet Parkin9 sP~ce, in 
addition to the required Parkin9 for the dwelling 
unit, shall be Provided for each sl~ePin9 room 
devoted to 9uest use; 

W3.4(p)(5) The AHC ni:·eds the· Zonin9 Cor,·,r,,issio·11·'s 
91J. i d-3. n•=e- on tht? r,·,.:;,. t te-r ,::if' the numbe-r c,f' ·r, i 9hts 
rented out in a 12-month Period. 100 ni9hts seems 
too few but 365 ni9hts seeMs to be too many, 

20:~:. 40::P > ( 6) Mo ;,·,,:,re tha.n on,:· ( 1::, "bed .:;, . ..-id 
bre.:1.kf;.1.zt." 1,.tit.hin 600 fo,:,t r .:1.diu.:: .• 

203,5 Unchan9ed 



203.6 
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Home occupations not specifically permitted or 
prohibited in this section may be permitted as 
special exceptions by the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment, provided that the following 
requirements shall be met: 

(a) The proposed use and conditions related to 
its operation and the subject home· shall 
comply with the requirements of Subsection 
203.2; 

(b) An applicant for a home occupation which is 
specifically permitted by Subsection 203. 3 
may request of the Board a modification of no 
more than two 12) of the conditions 
enumerated in Subsection 203.2, provided that 
the intent of the Horne Occupation provisions 
is complied with. In no case shall more than 
one Ill person who is not a resident of the 
subject home be pP.rmitted as an employee of 
the home occupation, and that person shall 
not be a co-practitioner _of the profession, 

(c) :Any request to modify more than two (2) o·f 
the requirements found in Subsection 203. 2 
shall be deemed a request for a use variance. 
However, persons with demonstrated physical 
handicaps may be permitted special 
consideration by the Board, and -requests for 
more than two (2) modifications of the Home 
Occupation rPquirements in this instance 
shall be considered as special exceptions 
governed by this Subsection; and 

(d) In considering requests for approval under 
this Subsection, the Board may imposP. 
conditions relating to operating conditions 
of the home occupation, parking, screening, 
or other reauirements as it shall deP-m 
necessary tr>· protect adjacent and nearby 
properties consistent with the purposes of 
the Home Occupation provisions. 

ANC-2B Recommendation 

203.6 Hori·,e c11:crJ.P.3.tic.1ns not ::-Pe,:ific.a1.l::1 Prohibiti:·d 
in this section ma::, be Permitted as sPecial 
excePtions b::1 the Board of Zonin9 AdJustment, 
Provided that the followin9 re9uirements shall be 
met, including obtainin9 a Certificate of 
Or.:,:1.1.P -3. r,r.:::1 .: 

203.6(a) unchan9ed 

203.6Cb) An aPlicant for a home occuPation which 
is Permitted ma::1 request of the Board a 
modification of no more than two (2 ) of the 
co~jitions enumerated in Subs ection 203.2, Provide d 
that the intent of the Home Or.:cuPation Provisions 
is comPlied with. In no case shall more than one 
(1) Person who is not a resident of the sub Ject 
home be Permitted as an emPlo~ee of the home 
occuPation, and that Person shall not be a co­
Practitioner of the Profession; 

203.6 ( c ) Delete 

203.6(d) unchan9ed 



OP Pr,::,P os.a l ANC-2B Recommendation 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR THE ZONING COMMISSION TO CONSIDER IN FORMULATING 
THE NEW REGULATIONS 

1. The· ANC 1 . .Jo:,1.1.ld like t,:, s,::e· th.3.t "ho:,r,·1e ,:11:,::uP.;i.tio:,ns." .:1.rE· 0P0::-r-J.ted b~i 
the owners or occuPants who use the affected ProPert'.:I as t~eir 
PrinciPal residence. 

2. Gara9es should be counted as residential sPace. No 9ara9e Parkin9 
should be disPlaced as a result of home occuPations. 

::::. D1::·finiti,:1ns for ".3.,:cessor::i us.e·" .:1:.1d "Prir1ciP-~.l r1::·s.id1:·nce" n•~·e·d t.:.o 
bE· ,:lE·ve l oP E·d. 

4. The Zonin9 Commission can take this oPPortunit::i to define what a 
"tr.3.nsient .3.,:cor,1od.:1.tion" is. ThE·Si.? bu.::.iness.E·:E-, in.:1.r9u..;i.bl::i "inns." or 
"hoto? l ::;. ".. C-3.n ,:1.1.rr1::·nt l::i ,:a.r•K•f l.:1.·=1u,s· th.;;·r11::.e l v,s·s .:1.s "bed -3.nd bro::·-~.k f.a::.t" 
sPots and invade residential zones. The'.:1 skirt the tax and revenue l~• 
and the::i seriousl::i destabilize and undermine the residential qualitie: 
of our nei9hborhoods. 


