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GOVERNMDrl' 01' TUrDIST&I.Cf 01' COLIJMIIU 
D:&PAB'l'Mllff 01' CONSUlUJlAND UGIJLATORY AWAIRS 

OfflCE Of TRI. ZOMDfC ADMJ1QS'l'RATOJl 
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December 24, 2009 

Robert Diamond 
62Sl 2'J"' SC NW 
Wubington. DC 2001S 

Dear Mr. Diamond: 
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I haw concluded my review of your concem1 over noise from tha roof top equi.ppient of~ 
tbe Knollwood Army Rmideuce located at 6200 0111aon St NW in nlatian t.o BZA ~ 
#17055. You have requested that my o:fflce tab 111 action to ou:Corce Pilldins of Flot #3~ 
oftbat order. The Offlae of tho 1.oning Admmistrator has no authority to· enforce :::o 

Fiwtinp af Paot. only speci:fic Conditions mdcred by the Board of Zmwl& Adj~ o 
as set forth in ita publiad ordcn. · > 

::z: 
· In repni to i1o l10ile related. Condition in the order, I also find the tooftop atructure to ~ 

in compli1111a witb Comtitlon 5, whiGb statel: ~ 

c'The Applicant shall include sound absorblna material in tha wall section 
of1he meohudcal penthouaa, auocieted with the addition.•• ·. 

Bued on the review of the statement of Donald~ Executive: Director of the /umy 
DisdPolllJdation for Knallwaod, the 10und ababing materials ~u.ircd in ~tion 
#5 were ina1a11ed fn the mecblniaal penthouse in May 2008. Furthermore. the ApllY 
Distaff Foundation bu tabn additional lteps to mitigate noise from tho duller. 

AJ you. know, I<nollwood commiuiomd aa>Ultical studla dated JUDtJ 4· 2008 ftum 
Mill.,. Beam. ad P•pn.Ui, Inc, and. ftom Hennina .\ssociatN dated Iune 1, 2,Q09. My 
review of thea• nport1 la that they conclude that the 1Ubject equipmart is in conformance 
with the DC Noise Regulations. Furthermore the District's errlbrca:nent of the ~s 
Noise Regulatiou· is the respom"bility of the District Department of the Bn~ 
[DDOE] not the Office of the 7.oning Administrator. 
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Giv• this review, I conalder this matter alosed from furthmo enforcement actions from 
my office. Please let me lmow 1f y0u. bave any .filrthor qUC11tiona. BOARD OF ZONING ADJ~TMEN1 

• ~ ~ ~ District of Columbia 
Smcerely. -~ • ~ f 7 0 r _5" 

Matthew LG Gram: OASE NO.,__:......:;...-:J~-

Zoaina Aclmimatrator / ~ d EXHIBIT N0,. _ _;_. .... ~--,7--,___ 
cc: Leip Iolmacm, DC Oftioe of Zonia& 

941 Notth Capitol Street. N.B.1 Suite 2000, \Vasl:rington. D.C. 20002 
Phone: (202) 441-4$76 Pa: (202) 44~871 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO. 17055
EXHIBIT NO. 164

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO. 17055
EXHIBIT NO. 164

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO. 17055
EXHIBIT NO. 164
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Chevy Chase 3/4G 
Advlso"' Neighborhood Co~m1s11on oc 2001 s 

• I rth ·Stanon ,loshingron, 
MAILING ADDI\ESS: P.O. oox 6252 No wesr -:r 

February 1 S, 2010 

Chairman Marc D, Loud 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 

441 4°' Street NW 
Washinston, DC 2000 l 

BY MAIL AND FAX 

0 

~ 
:::c 
s .. 

Re: Appeal of the decision of the DCRA, as issued by Zonia& Adlllinisfrator 
·Matthew LeGraat, dated December 24, 2009, denying the request for ~,forcemeat 
ofBZA Order #17055 and/or Request for modificadon ofBZA Order-#.1705S 

Dear Chairman Loud: 

(., ..... , 

r•·t'i 1 

At a public: meeting, advertised and rescheduled because of a snow emergency, held on 
Wednesday evsning, February 17, 2010, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3/40 (the ANC) 
voted S•l (the dissenting vote by proxy~ a quorum consisting of four members present) to appeal 
the decision of che DCRA, as issued by Zoning Administrator Matthew LeGnmt, dated 
December 24t 2009. denying the request for enforcement of BZA Order #17055 and/or to request 
modification ofBZA Order#l7055. The ANC may appeal the decision BS a matter of right. 
Therefore, please take notice of our ANC's appeal. 

We understand that Knollwood Neighbors, Inc., a non-profit, is also party to. this ~peal. While 
we join in the appeal regarding this noise issue, we also want to' convey our apprec,ation for 
Knollwood and the Army Distaff Foundation for how they operate Knollwood ge~~rally, for 
being good neighbors, ant;l fc;,r their admirable mission in ~ng for elderly individuals with 
unique needs. · 

The ANC is concerned that Knollwood (through the Army Distaff foundation) isnot opera.ting 
the chiller ou the roof of its new addition in a way that suffic;iently minimize's the noise impact 
on the surrounding R-1-A neighborhood. When the ANC supported Knollwood's original 
Application for a Special Exception in 2004, it was represented to the ANC that the new addition 
would cause little to no increase in the noise experienced by the neighbors (relativ,i to prior noise 
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conditions), and based on that tepresentation and with that condition (amo111 o~), the ANC 
approved the application. At the time of the applic.ation there wu (and still is) i~ effect a 2s .. 
year moratorium on further construQtion at .Knollwood, but the ANC and the Kn~!lwood 
Neighbors agreed to set aside lhat moratorium in this instance to allow the additt~ to proceed, 
again, premised on the represenietions and conditiona respecting noise and odJenvise, ~ sam. 
mpresentations and conditions regarding noiae (md otherwise) were referenced bf the BZA 
when it approved that Application in BZA Order #170S5. 

Upon GC>mpleti"n of construction in 2008, Knollwood began opera.tins a chillcr,.wJ:uch 
Knollwood erected outside the mechanical penthouse on the roof of the addition. "The ehilla is . 
reported by the-neighbors ta make a loud and unaceeptabtc'noise 'that persists da.f and night;a11 
year long. Although Knollwood made some efforts to abate the noise, the noise l_'C;llU1ioS an issue 
for the neishbors. The ANC understands that certain acoustical measurements i,vc been taken, 
and the matter reviewed strictly from the point of view of the technical decibel l~el 
requirements of the DC noise ordinance; however, the ANC does not believe such inquiry is 
sufficient to address the rcpn=scntations and conditions made iespectins the application and tho 
BZA Order. The letter and spirit of the BZA Order, and related documents regarding the 
addition, is that the chiller would not be a noise issue from the point of view of the neighbors. 

Thus, the ANC remains concerned that the DCRA has failed to enforce the BZA1s order and 
requirements. as well as the laws and regulations of the District of Columbia, as follows: .. 

1. Knollwood has not met the conditions and requirements in the BZA Ordc,f 1 including but 
not limited to Conditions 1, 4 and S. 

• Condition l requires tha~ Knollwood build the addition1 ~hiding the mec.hllDical 
penthouse, "in accordance with the plans and materials submitted ~to the record 
~ Exhibits_N~s- .130 and U_S." Exhibit lSS implies that the chiJlej- would be 
mcluded within the mechantcal penthouse and •ws the mechan~ pcnthous.e 
p~d back from the 8!3uttin11 neighbori~ houses. Knollwood m~.ved the 
location of the mec~anical penthouse much closer to the neighboring homes. 
Knollwood also built a separate chiller not enclosed within the mechanical 
penthouse. 

> ':Ondltion ~ requires that a neighborhood committee meet on a regylar basis to 
discuss am1~bly_thcse and other issues. The committee has not been convened, 
at least any time in recent years. Indeed, such a group m11y resolve other issues of 
concern.. 

> Condition S ~quires noise abatement measures that are sufficient to satisfy the 
stand_ald _set forth in the BZA OJ'der •· and ~resented by Knollwood in its 
A~pbcation - that the new addition will cause "no or minimal increase ,·n 
~~ ~ . 

2• ~ 0 1l'_'iood may not have complied with the .zoning laws of the District of Colwnbia, 
1
hncl~~ 11 _DCMR

1 
4
1
11.J, which requires that all rooftop mechanical equipment must be 

ousc::Q in a SUII e enc osure. ' · 
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The ANC requests that the BZA give "great weight," as required by law, to the v~:ws of the 
ANC. · 

The ANC requests that Knollwood Neiahbors be permitted to submit materials in this Appeal 
and/or Request far Modification pursuant to the BZA rule that permits the ApPlicwit ANC to 
''solicit pertinent infonnation. n 

Chainnan Gary Thompson, or any other Commissioner, is authorized to present the report of the 
ANC and to represent and act for the ANC with respect to any and all matters related to this 
appeal and/or request for modification. 

Sincerely, 

~7k.,,,¥ 
~~mpson 
Chainnan ANC 3/40 

CC: Anny Distaff Hall (Knollwood) 
Knollwood Neighbors 
Councibnember Muriel Bowser 




