
STATEMENT OF ROBERT DIAMOND, SEPTEMBER 21, 2004 

CHAIRMAN GRIFFIS AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. MY NAME IS ROBERT 

DIAMOND. MY W JFE AND I HAVE LIVED AT 6251 29m St., SINCE 1971. OUR REAR 

GARDEN ABUTS KNOLL WOOD'S PROPERTY. I AM A FORMER COMMISSSIONER OF 

ANC 3G REPRESENTING THE DISTRICT WHICH INCLUDES KNOLLWOOD. I 

SERVED FROM 1991 TO 1995, WITH THE LAST 2 YEARS AS CHAIRPERSON. FOR 

THE PAST YEAR I HA VE BEEN ONE OF THE LEADERS OF THE GROUP KNOWN AS 

KNOLLWOOD NEIGHBORS. 

I REGRET BEING HERE TODAY TO OPPOSE THE APPLICATION IN A CONTESTED 

PROCEEDING. UNTIL FRIDAY MORNING, I THOUGHT THROUGH MEDIATION 

THAT WE HAD REACHED A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 

KNOLLWOOD. THEN KNOLLWOOD RENEGED ON MANY KEY POINTS THAT HAD 

PREVIOUSLY BEEN SETTLED. MOST IMPORTANTLY, IT RENEGED ON ITS PRIOR 

COMMITMENT TO EXTEND THE EXISTING 25-YEAR BUILDING MORATORIUM 

FROM 2016 ANOTHER 35 YEARS TO 2051. I WOULD LIKE TO THANK MR. 

BUCHOLZ AND THE ANC AS WELL AS COUNCIL MEMBERS FENTY AND CATANIA 

FOR SUPPORTING OUR MEDIATION PROCESS AND FOR OPPOSING THE 

APPLICATION UNTIL A MEDIATED SETTLEMENT IS ACHIEVED. OUR NEXT 

WITNESS, JOHN WIMBERLY , WILL DESCRIBE IN DETAIL WHAT HAPPENED IN THE 

MEDIATION AND WHY IT BROKE DOWN. 

I'M HERE TO ASK YOU APPROVE CONDITION 12 IN THE ANC'S REPORT. THAT 

CONDITION STATES THAT THE 25-YEAR MORATORIUM ON NEW CONSTRUCTION 
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ESTABLISHED BY BZA ORDER 15358 OF JANUARY 31, 1991 SHALL REMAIN IN 

EFFECT UNTIL SUCH TTh1E AS A LEGALLY ENFORCEABLE MEANS TO RESTRICT 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE FOR A SPECIFIED PERIOD OF TTh1E IS 

DEVISED. 

THE 1991ORDER APPROVED KNOLL WOOD'S APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL 

EXCEPTION TO BUILD A 40,000 SQUARE FOOT FORTY-UNIT ASSISTED LNING 

ADDITION ON THE CONDITION THAT NO FURTHER CONSTRUCTION SHOULD BE 

PERMITTED AT THE SITE FOR A PERIOD OF 25 YEARS. 

THE 1991 DECISION AND ORDER WAS THE THIRD OCCASION SINCE 1959 THAT THE 

BZA HAS GRANTED KNOLL WOOD A SPECIAL EXCEPTION. EACH TIME IT PLACED 

CONDITIONS ON KNOLL WOOD'S DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE. 

IN 1959, WHEN KNOLLWOOD AND OBTAINED A SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO BUILD A 

RETIREMENT HOME, THE CONDITION WAS THAT THE NATURAL WOODLAND 

BUFFERING THE STRUCTURE FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD BE PRESERVED. 

IN 1967, WHEN KNOLL WOOD WAS GRANTED AN EXCEPTION TO INCREASE 

OCCUPANCY ABOVE THE AMOUNT ALLOWED IN THE ZONING REGULATIONS, THE 

CONDITION WAS THAT NO CHANGE BE MADE TO THE EXISTING STRUCTURE. 

IN 1990, KNOLL WOOD APPLIED FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO EXP AND THE 

EXISTING STRUCTURE BY BUILDING A 40-UNIT 40,000 SF ASSISTED LNING 

FACILITY. THERE WAS NEIGHBORHOOD OPPOSITION, BUT A COMPROMISE WAS 

WORKED OUT BY THE ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION. 
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THE COMMISSIONER FROM THIS DISTRICT PROPOSED THAT THE ANC WOULD 

SUPPORT THE APPLICATION WITH A CONDITION OF NO FURTHER DEVELOPMENT; 

THIS WAS AMENDED TO STATED PERIOD OF 25 YEARS. THE MINUTES OF THE 

MEETING STATE THAT ONE OF COMMISSIONERS ASKED THE MANY NEIGHBORS 

PRESENT IF THEY APPROVED THE APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION WITH 

THE 25-YEAR BUILDING MORA TORTIJM. A SHOW OF HANDS SHOWED APPROVAL. 

KNOLLWOOD' ATTORNEY, STANLEY JACOBS WAS THERE AND DID NOT OBJECT 

TO THE 25 - YEAR MORATORIUM. (EXHIBIT "A") 

AT THE BZA HEARING, ONE NEIGHBOR, SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF 31 OTHER 

NEIGHBORS SAID THEY PREFERRED THERE BE NO FURTHER CONSTRUCTION ON 

THE PROPERTY, BUT THAT, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, THEY WOULD SUPPORT THE 25-

YEAR MORATORTIJM ON BUILDING RECOMMENDED BY THE ANC. ( PP. 181-183.; P. 

191) 

KNOLLWOOD'S ATTORNEY STANLEY JACOBS KNOLLWOOD ALSO TESTIFIED IN 

FAVOR OF THE COMPROMISE. [P .. 215] HE CLARIFIED WORDING IN THE ANC 

REPORT TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT IT DID NOT MEAN THAT AN EXCEPTION WAS 

RECOMMENDED FOR 25 YEARS, MEANING THAT THE BUILDING WOULD HA VE TO 

COME DOWN IN 25 YEARS, BUT RATHER IT MEANT THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT FOR A 25-YEAR PERIOD. 

IN ITS DECISION AND ORDER. THE BZA APPROVED THE APPLICATION SUBJECT 

TO THE CONDITION THAT THE KNOLLWOOD SHALL NOT MAKE ANY MAJOR 

STRUCTURAL ADDITIONS FOR A PERIOD OF 25 YEARS. 
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LAST YEAR, ONLY 12 YEARS INTO THE 25 YEAR PERIOD, KNOLLWOOD FILED A 

NEW APPLICATION WHICH IT HAS SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED. 

THE APPLICATION CALLS FOR A LARGE ADDITION WEDGED INTO 

THE NARROWEST CORNER OF THE PROPERTY CLOSEST TO 

STEPHENSON LANE AND 29TH ST. OF THE FOURTEEN SITES 

KHOLLWOOD CONSIDERED, THIS LOCATION HAS THE GREATEST 

ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LARGEST NUMBER OF HOMEOWNERS. THE 

ADDITION INCLUDES 22 NEW LUXURY TWO- AND THREE- BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS. IN ADDITION, KNOLLWOOD HAS PROPOSED A NEW 

PARKING LOT ACROSS FROM TENNYSON ST. WITH AN ENTRANCE 

AND EXIT AT 29TH PL AND TENNYSON ST., A DANGEROUS 

LOCATION WHERE MANY SMALL CHILDREN LIVE. 

WE ARE HERE TODAY TO ASK YOU, NOT TO CREATE A NEW MORATORIUM, BUT 

TO UPHOLD THE BZA' S DECISION AND ORDER OF 1991. IF YOU REW ARD 

KNOLL WOOD'S MISUSE OF THE MEDIATION PROCESS TO GET WHAT THEY WANT 

WHILE THE NEIGHBORS GET NOTHING IN RETURN, WHAT NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP 

WILL EVER ATTEMPT TO MEDIATE OR RESOLVE DIFFERENCE OUTSIDE THE 

CONFINES OF THE BZA PROCESS? 

YOUR DOCKET WILL BE FILLED WITH FIERCELY CONTESTED CASES. 



Absent: Roth 

11lMJTES. 
PUBLIC 11EETiUS 

Sf PTEl1BER to,. 1990 

tlUIUT£S ... AUG 6: Appm'Jed 5-0 (~1th cun-ections and ch~) 

CMIDiDAT£5 FOR MIC COHl!ISSIMER: The Chair.oon-iiufited ttmt tne ftWiil'>h1ntJ Witl be' 
nmntrtg ror AfC seat!i 1n November. 3601: Byroo ~Un (1m;umb&nt); 
lG02: Lelia 2~r J1Cffl'"$ (incurnbenO,. ~ .. Oiemwm; 300S: Ann 
Rtmshi\w~ Cath~ ~; J:004 Ali~, ~ti (incumbtnti; 3005; ~ 
conoon~ t8Cna.rd Jacr-Alr», Nijrty Wrin: 3606; ~Urey Na..~... M.-y ~ 
Jolu19ool ~ Henry Wft$0»; 3007: Mffl1lyn Holmes U~O. · 

!iEW COlfiECTftUT AYD!UE OOSHIESS= ~w~idcthi .. will ~ in the near future ot 
the Jecatf£1ft ,reviousiff 1JCCUD1~o b1J the ~le fest ~l~rer$. J1m ~ 
~Bty DOhKttt ownef'i.. wern ~nent ~ intr00\t'e&4 tliemae~. 
The delkut~ c~l ple;rs to tmvtt $at-in s.~e eventoony.. 

WARD tHR££ PlAft: TM tl'.oir ~-mwnced ti't&t tr.e On1u nt Pl~ffl''dng he iirn!ll!f fHLteO Us 
WBrfJ 3 Flan wh1th the~ -end t1t1lenS M~iaUon ha\'€! baipd to 
tom))Jr&t~. u. wiH be ttte sl-.-bj~ct of roc-re ~lie l)t-mng~ ona wiU be an the 
City Counen ag.etwJe in t,- ~mlng months. 

KNOU woo VARJANt;E; The eooir stat~ tM r86SOO rut" tM vN'f~ ~HcatiOO by the 
Distaff Hen f~~ticm to l!mld c 4c mut ~uun Qnd t~ mamiote Uhd8r 
Hoole Rt.fl@ cilertvr Whic-h gives tfJe ANC the right lo f i1tt tommimb onl1 
rec~&tiOM wntcn wu, be g1¥en "gt"e~\ legel v;e1gnr by t~ ~ •, 
mttt{ftffl it.1 ftnt,l dnisior-~ the ,\NC mu:Jt file 1t$ pcstttgn $tOtemtnt 1n' 
writi~ 7 d6y8 hef om thf:il neM1ng - ~i:"hldul~ for September 19 ~ so the 
ANC must t8kt and wte on its position tont~t. The ·Chair ~ied thot mtny' 
months of t'ft~ston rmve loo up to t~"ligt,t·~ msettno. Hr~ .. an 
U.S.A.f. empJoyoo fJSKOO ttutt lie oe 8):CUS8U for ttt1t part nf lhft meettng 9A 
that t'Jo quesUon Of conflfct of 1ntm-et,t wooh1 be ~~ed. · 

Gen Oentaict refcfTiftg tn too ~i on l'H~loy., Pf'Aflte-;! out t.~ lQttiun 6f 
tna wellrtvoo i!imter oodiUoo. l.M $Wlfflfning J)OO\ end ~"'ri~l n,om, He 
8-t~ted that lm-lflSt-QPlflg wnl ba ¥/or¥~ O'.rt to Ute neighbors M11$fO~t1on tmU 
r;tata~ tMt traffic mid w~1er n.mofl conct:, us will ~ ·eddre...~~ by tha c,ty. 

EXHIBIT 



r~..1rtrier txptinSH\fl out t,11:' rweos of D1staff Hall navE' cnanaea and t1ie 
propose,1 actdlt1on 15 neected and w1il o~ both tastefullv construct~a and 
landscaped on the constderaole amount of iana avallable, 

t1ant O'Net l !. Pres1oent or the Re-s1aents Assoc1ath.it\ a 5 year resident or 
Knollwood ano an area res10ent smce WWI!> reao a statement on be'h:aH of 
the res1aents regarcnng tne type or caie whlch w1 Hoe aval!aole ,snow 
cte~.:nred and needeo. She stated triat traff1c should not increase ar-amat1c:at1y 
- that tlie rest<lef"lts of tne '1,oposeu adcllt1on as wcH tlS present i<.noiiwooa 
residents do not have- reiat1ves n€arby tnar Vls, t regularly 
(Statement wfll be attached to minutes for- the record.} 

r1rs. Wzilker re.act a st3tement attestea to by stgn~tures or 27 netgl'\bors in· 
agreement. The statement was m oppvsn1on to the proposed development. 
trhe statement w1 ll oe an3cnea to 'Che minutes for rne record.) 
Mrs. Walker stated that m the l3st monms the f\{HQhoOf'S could not maJ.:e an 
mformed creciston f N or against the plans because ttiey were conth1uaHv 
bemg ch.anged Mr watker woufd 1t:.ce ;;n agreement t• orote<:t tile- ne1Qtt­
bornood fr-om future <'{!Quests from Knollwoo-1 be-Cause of demographic and 
other c:h~iyes. Mr Z ?mmerman. another nefqht>or concutred. 

r; .. ~ 

!_ Mrs r1oorg, Comr for tl"',e at~~ \ti wrncr1 Knollwood lS Jocat~d proposed what 
: sr1e ten was a work.aole compromise. The motion srateo tl"lat tne .ANC woula 
I 

,> support this actdlttonal exc~ption and on}y tn1s exception with specific con-
\ dH wns. Mrs Holmes suggested a specific t lmt: perioa be state<i il'\Stec<.:1 of 
r me worct pE>rpeti,Hty Ms Rowse suggest~ci ~o yi?ars Nr 6raysorrs amend ... 

ment. stated a period of 25 ye;y-s Which W(!S .~pproved 3- t- t. 
Ms fiowse made an arr,~ndmH'it to mclucte ·g' from Hrs Walker's statement 
an,j be iricludeo as part or ..t5_ Tl'Hs amendme-nt oassed 5-0. Mrs Hofn'tes 

J asked it ttie neighbors wo1Jld suovort the €xceptton wftn tlie stated concu­
~ twns A ~r-1ow of' hanos snow-e-o approval r-irs Rowse moveo 3rl amenmeor 
l to re.move .at 1 ftom the conditions but this amenornent failed 1-4. 
I The mot1oo as amervJect was ~pproved 5-0 aMl w1H t>e sent in wrtting to the 
1 8ZA t<:,morfow ,r1·1t tttter to tnr. BZA \At1n be attached to the mmutes tor 
) the record.) 
L..~~, 

Neighbors oresent mc1cated tney were stPi iMereste<110 wori<ing towards 
a mutually agreeaole agreement with knonwood. Mr eeacl'l said that 
e-nforcmg coven~mt::: 1:. ~ rnatt€-t tot tile courts not tne c1ty government 
it ca:'i oe exoens1ve- a~ it Cl)St lJ0,000 for ne1Qhbors to oet a covenant 
~nf0rce{'I i::,n Conn ,,v,:-. ~ ~ 

Tht=> (hair m<NeiJ H\~t tr,f:' AUt: r-~rnove 1ts prev10us oovos1tton to trie Biil f ¢r 
i r:u11-:;tr i ~1 e.f,r11:~, :1nf1 ,·,1·1·;-,; r..~l 7 s n,, r1(1S i U(;n bf vio ni?: u-i~r f ,)r rior· aa~1r1t, t. - ' . 
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CHEVY CHA.II Otf'tt;:I 
,, 01 c~ueut An. NW 

Wllfd11pm. DC 2001! 
(iW) H1-SI03 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
The District Building 
1350 Pennsylvania Av-e. N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20004 

Re~ Application No. 15358: 

CHEVY C:HA.SE At-a. PAGE 01 

September 10. 1990 

( 1) Por a Variance to allow an addition to an existing tt.ructute located at 
6200 Oregon Avenue, N.W .• Lot 3 in Square 2339, Zoned RIA. 

(2) For a Special Exception to aUow an addition to an existing Community 
Ba~d Residential Facility. 

Dear Members of tn~ Board: 

At a regularly scheduled and advertised public m.eeting held on Monday evening. 
September IO. I 990. the Chevy Chase Advisory Neighborhood Conunistion 
(ANC 3G} voted .5-0 (a quorum ,;onslsts of four members present) to support 
the application by the Army Di3t.aff Foundation wlt.h conditioos. One member 
e1cuaed himself from the room and did not vote becauJe of posaible coofllct 
of inleregt. 

In 19S9. the Army Distaff Foundation was gtilnted a special exception by the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment to build lt.s e:tisting structure sub)~t to certain 
condltion!. One of these conditions was that they wouJd never e:xpand tbeir 
facility beyond the current foot.print. Another was that tht.:t natural woodlands 
between the structure 1md the e:iisti:ng nejghborhood would be preserved. 

During the {)ast thirty years, the nee de of the elderly and thereby the r aciHties 
serving them have greaUy changed. In order to meet th~ need, of the current and 
future residents, the Army Distaff Foundation now wants a further e:iception so 
that an add!tlon, an Assisted Living Facility can be built. 

ANC 3G would support this proposed additional exoepUon. and Qtl.ly this exc::eption. 
for a peri_od of 2j years provided the following conditions are met: 

( 1 ) No part of the new construction snaU e1tend beyond the existing 
building facing towards Stephenson La~e. 
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(J) 

(6) 

(7) 

The now addition shalt he well ffl'eened by the pliUltinl cf u-ees and 
shrubberies qroeabkt to the neipbora moo lff~d~ 

The current driveway e:dtina oo. ~raeu Aveau~ wiU oot be 
~deaed md wU1 not be uptmed to two-way tralfk. 

Tha queflion of drairu1ge thail be addrened 'WlfU btrorvJwu.t In order 
to Preffnt UJ(t natucat swale at tile bottom or the propmy Yalhin; 
out the- roadi. (This ii I serious problem tn thii e.re1 ~ wr~d by 
1M condition of Or~on Ave. between Unkor.o. L.ne and Beech Street)· 

h shall be written mu, any and aJJ contracu. eub--wntractt ud my 
other agreeavnts entered into in conjunction w.itb Uli.$ conttrucikm 
that no radios or other loud noise will be allowed prior to 7:00 A.M. 
All constr-uction activity will be cor-d'!Md to Jes.Al hour,. 

The Army Distat«J Pnuadatk>o will maintain all d ks &rOIJnds 
throughout the eonstruelioll period and .AFfBB. amstruction has been 
QOmpieted. to the nti!tlaction of its nei$bb«t. tare •hall be tu~ to 
prevent coru;ttuctton debrit from Miot ~ttered hi the nelpborilood 
- i.e. all dump truets thaU be mverf!d. surroundina ttreeis lhaJ1 be 
n,~pt and waMled, as~. to mure the sltety or tnllfic ant! 
pedeatriaat. 

AJJ vebfc1es belonaiftg to ~ contr.1ct.ori aod their autgns .siuuJ be 
comin~ to parking within the boundaries or the Knollwood pro~ty. 

Sincerety, 

~J~.__,, .. J£~1~ 
AHenBeacb 
Chairman. ANC 3G 

Msj. Gen. catv"rt Benec:Uet/ Army Dcl~f l'oondatron, Int. 
Councllmember Jim Nathanson. 




