Chexx Chase
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3/4G

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 6252 Northwest Station Washington, DC 20015

CHEVY CHASE OFFICE
5601 Connecticut Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 363-5803

FAX (202) 686-4366

E-mail uppernwdc @juno.com

March 17, 2003

Mr. Geoffrey Griffis
Chairman
Board of Zoning Adjustment

One Judiciary Square #210S
441 Fourth Street, NW

Washington, DC 20004

By fax and mail

RE: APPLICATION # 16996 — Martin Block/Renee Comet, 3348 Military Road,
NW

Special Exception — Section 223

Single Family Residence with Fine Arts Home Studio
Zone R1B; ANC 3/4G-03

Dear Mr. Griffis:

At its March 10, 2003 duly-noticed public meeting, the Chevy Chase Advisory

Neighborhood Commission (ANC 3/4G) voted 4*-3 (a quorum being 4) not to support
Application #16996, a Special Exception for the first-floor and basement expansion of a
single family residence at 3348 Military Road, NW (corner of Military Road and Nevada

Avenue, NW). (*The fourth vote was via a signed proxy in accordance with ANC 3/4G
by-laws as the commissioner was out of the country.)

According to the applicant, Martin Block, the proposed addition would extend the first-
floor family area to the building restriction line on the west while expanding the

basement area (east and west) in order to accommodate Renee Comet’s home-based
photography business.

Mr. Block had appeared before ANC 3/4G in May 2000 to informally discuss his desire
to have the building restriction line along Nevada Avenue, from Nebraska Avenue to
Military Road, removed in order to accommodate an anticipated expansion of his home.
(Mr. Block’s May 9, 2000 letter to ANC 3/4G regarding the building restriction line issue

in nttn~had ne vnfnrence')
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In addition, one commissioner expressed his concern as follows:

1) I do not support the argument that because the house is on a lot smaller than currently
required means that it can be exempt frém the requirements of a confirming lot.

2) I object to the scale of the proposed development on such a small lot. This will be out
of character with neighborhood structures and restrict the views of adjacent dwellings.

3) I object to the proposal to reduce a non-conforming 10°-7” rear yard (minimum is 25°-
0”) to only 4’-6”. No new development should be permitted on this side of the residence.

Subsequent to the ANC meeting, we understand that there may be a problem with the
removal of the existing garage and the need to accommodate off-street parking. We have
heard that Mr. Block may be consulting the Office of Planning in this regard.

Sincerely,

ganj\llf\g;fl\lholz L‘% )
Vice Chair
ANC 3/4G

Cc:  Councilmember Kathy Patterson
Councilmember Adrian Fenty



Renee Comet and Martin Block
3348 Military RdA NW
Washington DC 20015

May 9. 2000

Ms. Ann Renshaw

Chairman. ANC 3G, and contact for ANC 3G03"'
2910 Military Rd NW

Washington DC 20015

Dear Ms. Renshaw,

We live on the southeast corner of Military Road and Nevada Avenue. While investigating the potential to
expand our home, we have determined we are subject to two building restriction lines, one on Military Rd, and
the other on Nevada Avenue. This severely limits the type and size addition we desire to add to our home. We
have determined that the best chances for a successful outcome for us is to try to build out on the Nevada

Avenue side of our home.

The office of the City Surveyor, the Office of Zoning Appeal, as well as legal counsel informs me that there is
no precedent in the City for a variance or exception to a building restriction line. The line, however, is for the

entire block, not just a single house.

Therefore, | am writing to ask for a meeting with you or the appropriate representative of the ANC for this area
in order to seck advice and help in my petition and application to have this building restriction line removed for
the east side of Nevada Avenue from Nebraska Avenue to Military Road.

[ have done some preliminary work, and have been told that the process is similar to that of an alley closing,
and requires the support of the neighbors who are affected. Having spoken in person to 9 of the 13 homeowners,
I have 100 percent support so far. We’ve been here for 11 years, and know almost all our neighbors pretty well.
While I have informed my neighbors of our efforts informally, I wish to seek ANC help before filing the 2400

dollar application.

Thank vou in advance for your time, and I hope to hear from you soon regarding an appointment or at least a
direction as to how to negotiate this complicated process most efficiently.

Best regards,
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Renec Comet and Martin Block

PS: Lacking the knowledge of protocol in these matters, I have sent this to the ANC office and to you directly. |
got the information from the ANC web site. Please forgive me if we in some way offended you by sending this
to your home.



