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Ms. Sara Bardin g =
Office of Zoning = =

District of Columbia Zoning Commission
441 4™ Street, N.W., Suite 210
Washington DC 20001

FAX 727 6072

RE: Case No. 1698§—ANC-2A’s Appeal Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment
Dear Ms. Bardin:

As per our telephone conversation of this morning, I attach the properly corrected page 5
of our Appeal, which is to replace the one included in the main 6 page text of ANC-2A’s
submission of December 30, 2002. Please destroy page 5 that was hand-carried to the
Office of Zoning with a forwarding letter of December 31, 2002 and was intended to
make this proper correction Thank you again for your forbearance, but our resources are
extremely limited, and we do not have a staff assistance who would have caught the
typographical errors. Should you have any questions, please call me at 337 7896.

Sincerely,

FOR THE COMMISSION:

—

,I'Z iten ! 7 A‘GZ_.
Maria Tyler
Commissioner, ANC-2A03

Number of pages: 2, including cover letter

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia
CASE NO.16984
EXHIBIT NO.17
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identified herself with her calling card as the publicly elected ANC-Commissioner for the
neighborhood in which the hotel is located. After some explanations of what the role of
ANC Commissioners in the District of Columbia is, Mr. Honaker produced a copy of the
permit, but did not allow Commissioner Tyler to take it (or a copy of it) along. However,
she noted the following: The number of the permit is #B47779 issued on August 7, 2002
for lot 884, square 16, which is the location of the River Inn, 924 25% St. N.W., 20037.

Prior to this discovery, and following the preliminary examination of the plans,
Commissioner Tyler met with Zoning Administrator Robert Kelly on November 15, 2002
to bring the violations contained in the plans to his attention. He agreed that the actions
described above constituted violations. Incredibly, Mr. Kelly said that it was impossible
with his present regulatory staff to enforce the provisions of 11DCMR, Section 351.2 (c).
(Att. 3), even although all that is involved is passing along the sidewalk to see whether
the restaurant is visible from the street which it now has been for a number of months.
Mr. Kelly also e-mailed subsequently that he could not find any application for n
expansion by the hotel, and when Commissioner Tyler explained that the application
would not be for an expansion, but for a renovation, he did not reply. In summary,
Commissioner Tyler’s repeated and numerous attempts to obtain the legally required
enforcement of the Zoning Regulations by the Zoning Administrator met with failure.

On December 28, 2002, Commissioner Tyler received a telephone call from Mr.
Honaker, General Manager of the River Inn. He stated that the extension of the recessed
wall, as approved in the plans, would not take place. Commissioner Tyler asked that Mr.
Honaker confirm his statement in writing, which he said he could not do.

Conclusion

The applicant knowingly requested approval from DCRA of improper expansion
plans, disguised as renovation plans, actions that were revealed to him in ANC-2A’s
written submission for the Public Space Committee hearing on May 23, 2002. The
Zoning Administrator erred in approving these improper plans, elements of which
are in direet contravention of the provisions set forth in Sections 350.4(d) and 351.2
of 11DCMR, and issuing a building permit in violation of the above-cited provisions.
Had ANC-2A received the proper required notification of this permit approval,
which, as noted above, it did not, the Zoning Administrator’s error could have been
caught in time and thus prevented.

This is to respectfully request the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) that: (a) on
the basis of the evidence elaborated above, the BZA uphold the appeal of Advisory
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ATTACHMET TO FORM 125
State specifically manner in which applicant is aggrieved:
Expansion of gross floor area of Hotel and Commercial Adjunct; visibility of Commercial

Adjunct from sidewalk; Sign outside hotel indicating existence of Adjunct inside; (See
attached submission dated 12-30-02 plus 8 attachments to Director - Office of Zoning



