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CASE NO. 16980 

Continuation of Party Status Application 

#4. The current zoning use of the applicant's property at 301 12th St., SE (1st Floor, 
square 991, lot 25) is for grocery store status. While owner, Scott R. Gillis, neither 
rented out nor utilized the space for such use, he instead rented the space out to a 
guitar-maker, David Berkowitz. 

In my 10 years as a resident-owner of property at 309 12th St., SE, the above 
property has been in a disheveled, uninhabited, and poorly kept state. In my view, 
Mr. Gillis has not kept the property in good and respectable condition, especially 
from what is visible from street level (I cannot speak of the interior space, as I have 
not been inside). The grass is often left overgrown to knee-level; as a matter of fact, 
the grass from his front yard continues to the sidewalk on both sides (his lot sits on a 
corner) and is typically not mowed or cleaned of debris. 

I strongly feel that in order for Mr. Gillis's zoning application to be approved, he 
needs to make some safety and construction modifications to his building, including 
aesthetic considerations (like maintaining his property grounds). This will not only 
afford his tenant Mr. Berkowitz with a better rental unit, albeit a working space, 
but will also positively impact the envirQnmental, economic, and social fabric of the 
entire neighborhood. The convergenceil'welfth Street, South Carolina, and C 
Streets, SE where Mr. Gillis's property sits is a prominent location. Property values 
in the immediate lots to his are appreciating in value. New rowhouses across from 
his property have been built to enhance the economic status of the now-pricey 
neighborhood. His other neighbors work hard to keep a clean and properly 
maintained, presentable frontage in order to upgrade the quality of life in the 
neighborhood. In my view, Mr. Gillis should do his share to positively contribute to 
his neighborhood and not see his property only as a business where he merely rents 
out his units to several individuals and neither take any interest nor invest in its 
maintenance. 




