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Dear Ms. Kress:

This is a response to the notice of filing of BZA application 16980. I am enclosing the
form to request the status of a party in opposition. Patricia M. Keegan and I are the owners of the
house at 1119 South Carolina Avenue, SE. The application is for a zoning variance for 301 12th
Street, NW. That building is approximately 20 feet from our house (being separated by one row
house and two party walls).

The application states that the applicant requests a special exception to change a non-
conforming use (grocery store) to another non-conforming use (artist studio). I have not read the
details of the plan for the artist studio. However, the request for a special exception is not valid.
The property has not been used as a grocery store at least since 1977. The previous special
exception has lapsed in accordance with the rule that non-conforming uses expire after three
years of disuse. The applicant should therefore be requesting a use variance from residential use
to use as an artist studio, which requires an entirely different and stronger burden of proof. The
property should be restored to the residential use for which the neighborhood is zoned, unless the
applicant can meet the burden of proof for a use variance. The impacts that the non-conforming
use is likely to have on the neighborhood include parking, and noise if the art involves sculpture.

I request the standing of a party in opposition to this application.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

Robert McClenon
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Notice: See other side of party status form for instructions.
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If yes, please enter the name and address of such legal counsel.
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Please answer all of the following questions referencing why the above person should be granted party status.
(If you require additional space. please attach an additional sheet.)

1). How will the property owned or occupled by such person, or in which the person has an interest be affected by the action requested of the Board?
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2). What legal Interest does the person have in the property? (I.e. owner, tenant, trustee, or mortgagee)
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3). What is the distance between the person’s property and the property that is the subject of the appeal or application before the Board? (Preferably no
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4). What are the environmental, economlc or social impacts that are likely to affect the person and/or the person’s property if the action requehd of Ipe”3
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farther than 200ft.)

Board is approved or denied?
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6). Explain how the person’s interest will be more significantly, distinctively, or uniquely affected in character or kind by the proposed

zoning action than that of other person’s in the general public.




