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August 20, 2004 

Re: Complaint of Non-Compliance with Conditions of BZA order No 16977. 
Sheridan School. 4400 36th Street, N.W Washington D.C. 20008 

Dear Mr. Schachter, 

This letter is in response to a Form 300 complaint of non-compliance with conditions of a 
Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) order and all subsequent supplements that you filed 
against the property referenced above. Though this letter represents the first formal response to 
your February 261

\ 2004 Form 300 complaint from the Office of Zoning, the Compliance 
Manager, in conjunction with the Zoning Administrator's office, has been in contact with the 
attorney representing the Sheridan School in attempts to ensure practices that are consistent 
with the spirit and the letter of the conditions of Board of Zoning Adjustment order number 
l 6977. While this approach is not inconsistent with the mandate of the compliance review 
program, in retrospect, the Office of Zoning apologizes that the Compliance Manager was 
remiss in not keeping you abreast of efforts to act on your complaints sooner. Please accept 
the Office of Zoning's apology. 

Attached please find a copy of the building pennit No. 8463006, dated 6/22/04, issued to the 
Sheridan School on the basis of the Board of Zoning Adjustment's approval of its application 
in BZA # 16977. For purposes of the Zoning Regulations, though an order of the Board 
becomes effective ten ( l 0) days upon its filing in the record and service upon the parties, 
pursuant to § § 3125. 9 and 3125 .6 respectively, it should be noted that the beneficiary of the 
Board's approval, other than an Electronic Equipment facility, has two years within which it 
may consummate the effectiveness of such order by filing for a building permit. (Refer to § 
3130. l, Title 11, DCMR). ln the instant case, the date of the issuance of the building pennit, 
June 22, 2004, coincides with the beginning of the validity of the order and its attendant 
conditions. For the foregoing reason, the Office of Zoning's determination, without prejudice 
to the factual merit or validity of your complaint, is that your February 26, 2004 Form 300 
complaint and all other supplemental complaints relating to activities that you deemed in 
violation of relevant conditions prior to June 22, 2004 are premature and unenforceable under 
Board of Zoning Adjustment order number l 6977. 
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Regarding your June 29, and August 12, 2004 supplemental letters of complaint, the Office of 
Zoning, in conjunction with the Zoning Administrator's office, and in furtherance of its effort 
to ensure compliance with the spirit and letter of the conditions of approval of the Board's 
order, intends to convene a meeting with the school and its representatives in the coming week, 
to arbitrate a clear understanding of practices that may or may not constitute violations of the 
conditions of approval of the Board of Zoning Adjustment order 16977. You are invited and 
are welcome to participate in this meeting. Toye Bello, the Compliance Program Manager, will 
contact you to inform you of the date and location of the meeting and to confirm a date that 
will be convenient to all. 

If you have any questions about the foregoing, you can reach Toye Bello at (202) 727-631 l or 
by e-mail at olutoyebel1o@dcoz.dc.gov. Again, thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Sincerely, 

441 4•h Street, N.W .. Suite 210-S, Washington, D.C. 2000 l 
(202) 727-631 l • (202) 727-6072 fax 
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