
HOGAN & HARTsON 
L.L.P. 

COLUMBIA SQUARE 

GORDON C. WILSON 
PAllTNER 

(202) 637-5711 
GCWILSON@IHHLAW. COM 

555 THIRTEENTH STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20004-1109 

TEL (202) 637-5600 

April 16, 2003 
FAX (202) 637-5910 

WWW.HHIA.W.COM 

BY HAND DELIVERY 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 Fourth Street, NW, Suite 210 South 
Washington, DC 20002 

Re: Tudor Place Foundation, Inc.!. 
BZA Special Exception Application No. 16974 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Further to the request made by the Board of Zoning Affairs during the 
hearing held in connection with the above-referenced application on April 15, 2003, 
the applicant hereby submits copies of all letters of complaint received by Leslie 
Buhler while serving as Executive Director of Tudor Place, including letters sent by 
Ms. Buhler by way of follow-up to complaints received by telephone. Also included 
in the attached submission are the additional letters of support and editorials that 
were referenced in Ms. Buhler's testimony on April 15, 2003. 

cc: Leslie L. Buhler 
Don W. Crockett 
Ronald R. Snider 
Norton Katz 

Enclosures 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gordon C. Wilson 
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Mr. Ronald R. Snider 
1607 31st Street, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Dear Ron: 

TUDOR PLACE 

March 27, 2001 

This letter is in response to your letter of March 15, 2001 faxed to my office and 
received by mail. Yow- letter relates to the placement of a proposed banner measuring 57 
½'" by 33 ½" to be placed on the front lawn of Tudor Place. Your letter was in response 
to my letter and photocopy of the banner delivered by hand to all neighbors within the 
sight line of the proposed site on the Tudor Place propeny for the banner. The banner 
was to infonn the public about an exhibition entitled ••splendours of Georgetown= 25 
Architectural Masterpieces" that Tudor Place is presenting in collaboration with The 
Commission of Fine Arts and the Historic American Buildings Survey in celebration of 
the 250th anniversary of Georgetown. 

Because you object to such signage and, as a member of the public and adjacent 
neighbor, are compelled to exercise certain perceived rights in regards to the National 
Park Service easement section regarding signs, we will not post the banner for this 
exhibition. 

Tudor Place seeks to be a good neighbor and provide value to those who live 
adjacent to the historic site. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 

Iii 02 
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RONALD R. SNIDER 
1607 31ST STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 

TELEPIJONE lOl-337-3214 

March 15, 2001 

Tudor Place Foundation, Inc. 
1605 32nd Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Leslie: 

BY PACSDULE 
202-965-0164 

This letter is in response to your notice of February 26, 2001 
delivered to my home by hand. This notice relates to placement of 
a proposed banner measuring 57 l/2 11 by 33 1/2" to be placed 
someplace on the front lawn of Tudor Place. As a neighbor I 
personally object to such signage being posted at Tudor Place. My 
wife and I do thank you for the courtesy of your notice. 

Mr Peter gave a part of Tudor Place to the National Park 
Service. As a member of the public and as an adjacent neighbor I 
have certain rights because of this dedication to the public by the 
individual, see Reichelderer, et al. • Commission of District of 
Columbia v. ouinn et al, 287 u.s. 315 (1932), Footnote 3. I along 
with other neighbors do not wish to be es topped from enforcing 
rights we may have in Tudor Place as they are stated in the 
easement. 

I believe the placement of signs is controlled by the scenic 
easement granted by Mr. Peter to the National Park Service which 
reads as follows: 

( 4) No signs, billboards or advertisements shall be displayed 
or placed upon said lands, except (a) such plagues or 
other markers as are appropriate for commemorating the 
historic importance of Tudor Place; (b) such signs or 
markers as are necessary to direct or restrict the 
passage of persons permitted by granter to come upon said 
grounds; and (c) a sign or signs stating solely the name 
of Tudor Place with the address.of the property or both. 
(See page 6 as recorded) (copy attached) 

Next I attach for your information letters submitted by Dapray 
Muir at the prior BZA hearing. These letters of June 7, and May 
25, 1999 are attached for your information. 

14103 
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March IS, 2001 page 2 

I believe that the wishes of Mr. Peter are not only set forth 
in the legally binding scenic easement upon the property, but also 
are an expressed statement of your benefactor's wishes and desires 
for the historic preservation of his gift to the nation. 

~19 
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hac 7, IPH 

Boud or Zo11.l.111 Adja:nmcac 
441 ~011rdl Street, N.W. (llr. 210 Sourlal 
WatbiaJt0A, DC 20001 

Ladje• aa.d Gcatlemu: 

re: 

TUDOR PLACE 

ITATDIDT gp J .D. MUI& ,.,, ' 
IIDI Q STUBT, N,W. 

VIASNJNGTON, 1).C. JIIC07 

-c::, 
~ .. 
... "13 .. 

--=- .:.. 
"' T11dor Plae& Fo111Mb!io11.. lac. 

Applic•tiOA IIO, 16'71 

By applieauoii oo. 16477, Tudor Plaa FDUANlioa ia •eetio1 penaanen1 
opprov• l ..,r ir1 Zollhas e~ccptloD tor openliDI a ma1c11m u J C570 , In 51nc1. % 
live ICTOSS Q Strut rro1D Tudor Place, IDO Dn, livid ll OeoraeutlPD hom 196' 
,brou11119H (Cambridac Plau). and from HISS lbroa1la die prc,cu. W.bll• I 
hnc no objection ,o T11dor Place oper1tia1 u a m111e11• , I 4o object 10 acnral 
Upcc;:u or ju opcrHlons WDi,11 adverHlf lmpnt rbc 111111Ury of ur, Qf Ill 
11ci1llbors aad rbe value of meir propc:rnc, • 

.Fuad ll,slflJtf 
Tudor Place conducts 11umerou1 lar1c fu11111 ralliDI D'1CDS1, llld DD., 

rcquuu lbc rl1b110 ,ouduct IS 111cb evcau c1cl) ym. ne1c cnm arc re1alarly 
held 011rdoon in a rea1, with m111ic which Ch be bard ,1uo11&ho1t lbe 
Higbborlaood, Tllc Aailc t, crpcci1llr ac"crc duri•I &be HIDlltr mo•~,. 111Jiea 
e\'CDtl ~omc wilJI Hell n:plariry 1bar dle 1ent nm1ia1 up for 1vb1tanl11I period• 
of 1h111:. Tbc employinc,, ur ,rafflc C0IIU'0J pcnoHtJ &Dd JtrkiH IUCDdHU 1dd1 
10 riac ,ontvlioa. 

11 h rcco111111caded tbat 
1 • TIie aumbcr of lar1c eveat1 1bould be limiud 10 1ia per year. 

T11llvr Pla~c ii io I.be mtddlc or a rcsldCDrial area, and 1boald no1 lie 
pcnuined to operate a p•btic duce Ja1U for profit. 

2. Tbc m1um11111 IWll\ter or psopJ1 II IIY IYHI tllnlcl be limited to 
100. Tador Pl,cc i1 ID llillork nsldncc, 111d 1111dcnab1 10 
caaduc1 lu fll'ad rabiD& aetMdH •111 keepl11 ttlrll 11l1 bl1u,1ical 
uuegrlry er ,11, prcml111, • 1111111ln1i11Cd 11111 rc1alar panica for 
500 I\JCSIS ia &D 011uloor 1e111 i1 ,sot i• bepills Wi,b Ille re1ldHUal 
:n.arure of rJic laouH er ill coma1111t1J. 

14106 
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TUDOR PLACE 

r •• ,, 

STAtallNT OF J.P. Nua ,,.,., 
J. The use of electric U11plific11.lan for auic II Hllloor h11ctla111 

(h1cl11dia1 tcllt f1111ctioa1) 1llould N prolalbilld, 
4, Tc11t1 1hoald be reqaired ro be uten daw11 fDllaWiDI each '"Ht, 

ud DOI l•n 1t111151q fDr 1'1uirc CVCIIU. " 1t1Ddla1 leaf ... bo1dlc to 
U1e bi11or1c aad uch.liecruraJ in1e1ricy ofTadar Place, 11Dd rcd11ce1 
h to sb, cll•racicr or a d11cc ull or am1ac1nc1u park, 

Tador Pl•i.s nquem pcr11luio11 10 iBcrca,c &be nambcr ot sroup m•ra 
from sevc:.Q to tell eacb day. A.Dy IDCTHH iD lb• 11u111,er ort»HHI vlalllq Tadar 
Place ,r,ill iacreaH cc1111c1clo1, aoi1e, &Dd co11n1io'cioD, 111 ••vcnc IU 11t1 mtnell 
of Dciglibon. 

Ir ii "comm1• ded 11111 
.s. Tic 1u111b11r of group 1our1 should be reduced 10 five per day. 

Sirn,,r• 
Tudor Place m1ia11ins a steel 1i1D frame II du: conaer of Jiu 1114 Q 

Streets, Currcn&ly, • l1r1c, bri111,, HG promi2acut 1i1D advertiac1 a 1iz maJUh 
c.11111111 ozi rile •suctll.Y of Soap". From Che 1r.a.ndpoiDC of .lli1tnric ctco,aerowo 
and its r11ideat1, ic i• 110 lcUcf CIIID I commercial li&D, wbicb would DOI be 
pcrintncG. T11c:rc 1n namerou, aJLernative media Uun111ll wbicb Tudor Place CII 
deliver iu lllCiHI•· 

h 11 rccommeaclcd cllat 
6. Tud11r Place 1llould. be prohibh:&d from erectiq lilDI DD iu 

propcny I SHI pt for IIO&ICCI or He ,.y IVCIICI CUS'rtD&IJ ia 
PrDfl'CII. . 

7. Si1u 1boald be limit•II 10 Tdor Pl1ce'1 11ce VH, 
I, Si1D1 abauld ID ao evnt neced CWD teer by ,.,o fi:ct. 

1,r• of Special Ezc11riH ----
Tu4or Piece hH cbe potential or areal barm 10 me q,alil)' of life i• in 

vicichy. AU fAStitution11ect 10 IDcru,e rn,tr l•coae Hd 11:p11d cbclr 
ac1ivith:a, obJCCU~c• advc:nc io tbc I.Dtere1u of a re1idCDti1l Dei1llbod10od. Tile 
oni) 1111y co c.n.s11re 1ba1 activilic1 remain P1od11l111d is 1D rcq11tn re1ular revt111. 
Tudvr P'Jacc doe& .not Appc•r io ll1vc opsrncd ia c:ouorm .. cc widl iu coDdidmH 
i11 tll' put (opc111 admiuiou b11 been advuslu:d for 1ome IIIDI, 111A 1'111101 beta 
\,y appciiDlmi:Dl ollly), and oaly me prospect ohcpJar reYSe9' c1D be cz.pcctcd 10 
ca111rc cbll conditiana arc obnnetl lll lh1 ru,urc. Ivery e1p1D1io1 of aorivilJ 
gcacnt11 a ,11111 of rf1lu 1n1J1:J1 prompdy coareucd. 

h is recommended rbat 
9. Tbe special cnepr1011 ror Tudor Place hi operate as a 11111nm 

•llould be Umhell 10 ni,o ycan. 

3%. 
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. TUDOR PLACE 

ltA'nlGlfl' op J.J>. Mua 
po.,e, 

ID coulctul111 this application, 1 a1t lll&I yo• bear in miad the effect 
fifti:CD paniH of 500 people aad 1eJ1 b11aload1 qfvlai1on ncry day Neid laave oa 
i!li n&111umty at your aei1b\ortood. Mr. Pe1er•1 aei1bbon are '1Ddu1wuliA1 af 
hi• 1ifl to tile public, b1u be •lilied, l 1111 awre, dlt lloue ID remaia 11 u eaaaple 
of clc11a1 11.lllteeJJlb ~Hll1r)I life, a family boau. aad 1101 u iDadr:alioa. de,,oced 
to rai1i111 mosaey so npud lu Ki•vlUtt, 

laJ08 
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Tudor Place Foundation, Inc. 
1605 32nd Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

TUDOR PLACE 

26 August 1999 

I reside at 1652 32nd Street, and am writing to express concern over some large and 
apparently dead tree branches located on the grounds of Tudor Place. These branches hang over 
32nd street and pose a potential hazard to people, cars and houses located on 32nd StreeL I would 
appreciate it if the personnel responsible for the grounds upkeep took appropriate action to minimize 
the potential hazard that the branches pose. If you would like to contact mej please feel free to call 
me at home (265--6009) or at my office 703-413-5791. 

Sincerely, 

Lt1ftw,-.tvv-
~era1d Musarra 

la) 09 
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TUDOR PLACE IDSTORIC HOUSE AND GARDEN 

December 27. 2000 

Dear 32nd Street Neighbor: 

As you may be aware. we have been investigating the condition of the trees along 321111 

Street. We have consulted with National Park Seivice arborists as well as two arborists 
frorn private tree firms. Following a careful review and physical investigation oftbe 
trees we have determined that three of them should be removed We have scheduled the 
removal of these three trees for January 9th

• As you can imagine, these trees are quite 
substantial and will require a two-step removal process. The company selected to do the 
work, Guardian (Bartlett) Trees, wilt bring a bucket truck in to remove as much wood as 
possible. Then, on January 9th

, the street will need to be closed for the remaining work to 
be completed. We will certainly tyY to keep all inconvenience t.o you at a minimum. We 
are making every effort to ensure your safety and that of any persons traversing 32nd 

Street. 

We will hold a meeting on January 3rd at 5:30 p.m. so that you can hear in more detail the 
plans for the removal and discuss any concerns you might have. The Guardian Tree 
arborist will be present to answer all your questions. The meeting will be held at 1670 
31 il Street. 

Please feel free to give me a call should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie L Buhler 
Executive Director 

Ii) 10 
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Conversations with Mindy Kotler 

I. During the week of June 17th around 8:00 am, I planned to talk t.o the dwnpster 
crew about the insurance issue surrounding the accident the previous week with 
the 32nd Street gate. While in my office, I heard the dumpster truck at the end of 
the driveway and proceeded down the drive to talk to them. To my ernazement. 
as I walked closer to the dumpster area, there was a woman 011 Tudor Place 
property directing and talking to the dumpster crew. Since, she was not a staff 
person and was not someone that I recognized, I walked up to the group and asked 
her ifl could help her in any way. She told me her name (Mindy) and stated that 
she lived across 32nd Street and did not want to see the dumpsters at Tudor Place 
and was directing the crew to move the dumpsters back as far as they could. 
After listening to her complaints. I told her that we would do all we could do to 
direct the dumpster crew to place the dumpsters as far back u possible. I voiced 
some concern about her safety because of her proximity to the heavy equipment 
and explained that we will do everything that we can, but to please be careful not 
to get to close to the truck or the dwnpstcrs while the crew was doing their job. I 
gave her my name and number and asked her to call me at any time if she had any 
questions or comments. 

2. The second conversation was on July 18111, 2002. I called Mindy Kotler on the 
telephone at around 9:10 am in response to her voice mail left at the Tudor Place 
office. In response to her voice mail, I stated that there were two topics I wished 
to discuss. They were: 

a. Tudor Place was planning to create a more complete vegetative screen for 
the dumpsters and planned to implement the scn:en this fall when the 
plants were more likely to survive the transplant process. 

b. I called the dumpster company, in response to her complaint on the voice 
mail about the dumpster service arriving to early last Saturday, and asked 
the company to try to put Tudor Place at the end of their route. The 
dumpster company stated that in DC the noise ordinmce states that 
dumpsters can pick up refuse any time after 7:00 am, but they would talk 
to the drivers and try to move them back as much as they can. 

Ms. Kotler seemed to be pleased with our initiatives and said that she was a 
member and supportive of Tudor Place. I asked her to call my extension if she 
had any questions or comments and looked forward to showing her the new 
landscaping this fall. 

Chris A. Wilson 
Curator of Buildings and Grounds 
Tudor Place F O\Uldation 

li!ll 
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Subj: bus parking 
Date: 2/4102 9:21 :44 AM Eastern Standard Time 
From: TOURTP 
To: Tudordire:cto.r 

TUDOR PLACE '4112 

Page 1 of 1 

Leslie - just to follow up on our conversation last week, on two recent occasions there have been buses parked 
directly in front of Tudor Place that were not associated with any tours here. The first was on January 18. 
Karin and Peter saw the bus out front and Peter asked them to leave. The second was on the morning of 
January 31 when a school bus was parked out front Judith saw the bus and asked them why they were 
parked here. Tuer driver told her that Dumbarton House said they should park on 31st Street Judith asked 
the driver to leave the area. They did, but were very reluctant I called Dumbarton House and spoke to their 
Director of Education. She promiHd that should would follow up and find out how this happened. JG 

Mnndav. F'ehniarv 04. 2002 AmericA Online: Tncforrlirer:tnr 
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April 27, 2001 

Dear 31 n Street Neighbor: 

It has come to our attention that on two occasions within the last two weeks buses 
dropping visitors off at Tudor Pl.ace have remained on the block instead of moving to the 
bus lot on K Street. As a result of these occurrences, we have blkcn steps to check to 
make sure the buses are following instructions and staff is instructed to demand that the 
drivers move should they remain on the street. 

Tudor Place sends a letter to all tour groups that the buses take a minimal amount of time 
to unload and load visitors. The buses are instructed not to idle and to ao immediately to 
the K Street parking area while their visitors are at Tudor Place. Because of these two 
situations, we will strengthen the language in our letter even more to make sure there is 
adherence to the regulations of the city and the instructions of Tudor Place. 

We regret any inconvenience or unpleasantness this may have caused and are doing all 
we can to consistently ensure the buses adhere to the rules. Please be sure to let us know 
if you are aware of any infractions so that we may take immediate action. (Call 
202.965.0400 ext. 100.) 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 

14113 
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April 3, 2001 

Dear 32nd Street Neighbor: 

I want to apologi2e for what must have been a terribly annoying occurrence on Saturday 
evening. I widerstand that the bell on the 32nd Street gate of Tudor Place rang for a vccy 
long time that evening. Apparently there was a malfunction in the gate mechanism that 
we are addressing. Additionally, at the recommendation of one of our neighbors, we are 
determining what phone number we can give to you or post regarding emergencies such 
as the one that occUJTed on Saturday. 

Again, we apolo&i,ze for the disturbance. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 
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Februaiy 26, 2001 

Dear Neighbor: 

On April 13rh Tudor Place will open an exhibition entitled Splendours of Georgetown: 2S 
Architectural Masterpieces. The exhibition is lallllched in celebration of the 2so• Anniversary 
of Georgetown and sponsored jointly with the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts and the Historic 
American Buildings Survey, N ationa1 Parks Service. 

In order to encourage our Georgetown neighbors and visitors to Tudor Place for this exhibition 
we would like to put a tasteful banner on a handsome wrought iron stanchion on the hill at 31st 
and Q Streets. A picture of what the banner will look like is enclosed with this letter. Because 
this will be directly across the street from your home we are asking if you have any concerns 
about our placing the b~er at this location. If so, please contact me at 202-965-0400 ext. 101. 

We want to join with other institutions and businesses throughout Georgetown to celebrate the 
wonderful history of this area We hope that you will share with us the wish to bring neighbors 
and visitors into Tudor Place to see the exhibition and learn more about the role Georgetown and 
its residents played in shaping the Federal City. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 

~15 
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September 17, 2002 

Mr. J. Dapray Muir 
3104 Q Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Dear Mr. Muir: 

TIIDOR PLACE 

I received a copy of your letter of September 4th to the Old Georgetown Board. I want to 
thank you for your comments regarding new perimeter signs for Tudor Place. We will 
certainly take your suggestions into consideration as we move forward with new designs. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 

"116 
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September 17, 2002 

Mr. Ronald R. Snider 
1607 3151 Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Dear Ron: 

TUDOR PLACE 

I received a copy of your letter of September 4th to the Old Georgetown Board. I want to 
thank you for your comments regarcling .new perimeter signs for Tudor Place. We will 
certainly take your suggestions into consideration as we move forward with new designs. 

Sincerely. 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 

~17 
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September 17, 2002 

Mr. Don W. Crockett 
3070 Q Street, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Dear Mr. Crockett: 

TUDOR PLACE 

I received a copy of your recent letter to the Old Georgetown Board. I want to thank you 
for your comments regarding new perimeter signs for Tudor Place. We will certainly 
take your suggestions into consideration as we move forward with new designs, 

Sincerely, 

Leslie L. Buhler 
Executive Director 

iaJ 18 
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Living·together 
The D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment will soon consider an 

application by Tudor Place to permit continued operations as a 
museum in a residentially zoned neighborhood. 

Its proposed conditions would permit limited use of the his­
toric estate to raise money from private parties. Tudor Place has 
drafted conditions that would permit just two rental functions a 
year with crowds of 200 to 500 people. Wedding receptions 
would not exceed 74 guests. 

If Tudo_r PJ11c~ were a priv1;1te;111ansion, its owner could host all 
the events he wanted - ai long as lie complied with applicable 
District regulations, such as noise restrictions. 

As a nonprofit entity, however, Tudor Place operates in the 
residential ar~aat the discretion of the Board of Zoning 
Adjustme·nt. As a" result, restrictions that would not apply to , 
homeowners make sense, given that such an entity needs a spe­
cial exception to operate. 

As part of the c;onditiori~ worked out iri meetings with neigh-
. bors, Tudor Place has. agreed to n9 longer permit oqtdoor ampli­
fied music=- an irritant in the past. Indoor amplified music rnust 
be muffledby dosed doors and windows._ .· 
_ We believe the zoning board should include an objective staJt­

dard as a ~ndition_ of i~s approval. Specifically, one shm~ld not 
be able to hear any· m1i'sic at the edge of tile property. -

Before objecting entirely to Tudor Place's continued opera­
tions - or to lhe limited events that make it feasible to maintain 
the house and grpunds - residents should consider whether they 
would prefer to see a subdivision of the property. . , --.·.•;:c·~~~~~~=~~=~:~::::=:r:=b:~:~t~gtf; 
parties. 



EDITORIALS 

Evennay Needs to Get Specific 
}he folks at Evermay should take a page from the Tudor Place book. Both historic estates are too lazge, 

and. too.costly for single families to maintain as residences. Both seek to preserve the mansions and open 
space in petpetuity, but must find acceptable uses for the PfQP.ertY.that are consistent with the historic dis-
trict and can generate income for upkeep. . .. 

The Tudor Place Foundation is seeking Board of 2.oningAdjllSUnent approval for renewal of its spe­
cial exception to operate as a museum. As part of its operations, 'l\ldot. Place has agreed to specific uses 
for the property and to specific Iimitation.s on the numt?er and size of the ))riv~ social events held there 
each year. The Foundation has wodced with neighbors, the Citizens Association of Geoi:getown, and the · 
Advisory Neighborllood Commission to ~ community .eoncems, and it has garnered community 
support in return. 

The Evennay Society is also seeking a special exception ·front the Board of Zoning· Adjustment to 
allow non-residential uses on its property, but the Society has not yet articulated a cleat idea of \Vhat it 
intends to do exactly. Evermay's owner, Hany Belin, sayi; he wants to use the residence to "provide office 
and incubator space for select nonprofit organiz.ation.s fo{ sh6l:t periods of time ,rt aff()Jdable rents; as a ! 
retreat facility; as a location for fund-raising events for nooprofirorganizatl1>m; for tours and open hous- ' 
es on the grounds and buildin~ for community and priv~ events; as a base for a "scholars-in:-resideoce" 

. program; and for a small gift shop for the Evennay Society." ·That's .quite a laundzy .ij$t. It's not swpris-
ing that, with such a specious and far-reaching agenda, community groups are <>pJK>Sing Evennay's BlA 
application. 

Geoigetown's historic houses are a great asset to the comml!Jllty. We want them to be preserved; and 
recognize that the key to preservation is finding an adaptive reuseJor these properties that does not nega­
tively impact the community. The Tudor Place Foundation has shown that.by presenting focused, feasi­
ble plans, and responding to reasonable community concerns; this is possible. We hope the EVeIJnl!Y 
Society soon follows suit 



George Washington's 

MOUNT VERNON 
E 5 TAT E&G A R D E N 5 

February 13, 2003 

Georgetown Board of Zoning Adjustment 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing in support of the application made on the behalf of Tudor Place Historic 
House and Gardens to renew their special exception to operate as a museum. 

As a long time resident of the Washington metropolitan area, my family and I have had 
many opportunities to visit Tudor Place and to benefit from their many innovative and 
educational programs. As a member of the staff of Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens for 
more than 15 years, I have learned to treasure the unique connection with the Washington 
family that the two sites share. As a professional archaeologist and preservationist I 
appreciate Tudor Place as a significant historical property and as one of the finest 
examples of early neoclassical architecture in America. And finally, as a member of the 
Tudor Place gardens and grounds advisory committee for the 1ast five years, I am 
convinced and reassured that the Tudor Place staff is providing the careful and 
professional stewardship that such an important and irreplaceable heirloom of our 
historical heritage deserves. 

I look forward to the continued development of Tudor Place as an historical and 
educational resource that will be an attraction for Georgetown and Washington area 
residents, and for visitors from around the country. 

Sincerely yours, 

D-
Dennis J. Pogue, PhD 

Associate Director for Preservation 

Telephone: 703.799.8625 • Fax: 703.799.8670 • e-mail: dpogue@mountvernon.org 

Mount Vernon Ladies ' Association • P.O. Box 110 • Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121 • www.mountvernon.org 



THE GEORGETOWN GARDEN CLUB 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street, N.W., Suite 210-S 
Washington DC 2000 I 

As President of the Georgetown Garden Club, a member of the Garden Club of America, 
I am writing concerning the issue of Tudor Place. 

Substantially all of the members of the Georgetown Garden Club are in favor of the 
renewal of Tudor Place's application to continue its special exception to operate as a 
museum with certain restrictions. 

The Georgetown Garden Club's 63 members represent a broad group of Georgetown 
citizens who are involved and deeply concerned about the quality oflife in our 
neighborhood. 

Tudor Place Historic House and Garden provides much needed green space, a house 
filled with important history of Washington and inspired educational programs and 
exhibits. 

The Georgetown Garden Club hopes the Board of Zoning will agree to continue Tudor 
Place's ability to operate as a museum with special exception. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sis Hedden 
President, Georgetown Garden Club 
2914 P Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20007 



EDITH SCHAFER 

April 14,2003 

Dear Mr. Griffis and Board of Zoning Adjustment, 

I am writing in strong support of Tudor Place's application to continue its 
special exception to operate as a museum. It is truly wonderful to have 
such an attractive green space and gardens in the midst of this historic 
district. It enhances our lives. 

To me it seems eminently unfair that a very small number of people, who 
seem to be simply mean-spirited, can block what is for the vast majority 
of us a very positive experience. I have seived on the Garden Committee 
at Tudor Place and consider myself a friend and supporter. I take my 
grandchildren there on their open house for children. I take my out-of­
town friends there. I take myself there when ever possible. I am proud of 
Tudor Place. I remember talking about more community involvement for 
Tudor Place so it could play a larger part in our lives, not a diminished 
one. 

I have been to June weddings at Tudor Place that take your breathe away 
they are so perfect. Why should these things be denied us? The 
complaints of the few neighbors opposed to Tudor Place have been 
dogmatic and irrational. They should not prevail. 

The restrictions on operation that are currently being proposed are more 
than adequate to ensure that Tudor Place's operation as a museum has 
no adverse impact on the surrounding residential neighborhood. 

Thank you for your consideration of this strongly felt letter of support. 

Sincerely, 

1530 30TH STREET, N . W . , WASHINGTON, DC 20007 • 20007 (202) 337-4856 • FAX ( 202) 337-2040 



03/29/2003 17:04 2023371307 THM 

Re: BZA Application No. 16974 

Dear Sir and/or Madam: 

As a neighbor of Tudor Place Historic House and Garden, I am writing in 
support of its application to continue its special exception to operate as a 
museum. As a non-profit museum that preserves and promotes a national 
architectural and historic landmark, Tudor Place provides an important contrib 
ution to the neighborhood as well as the nation. 

My experience with the current Tudor Place staff has been oveJWhehningly 
positive. I have found them to be highly professional and sensitive to 
community concerns. and their numerous educational programs made available to 
the public demonstrate their strong commitment to preserving the historic 
legacy of the Peter family and educating the public about the historic value 
of Tudor Place. 

I appreciate having an historic site of such importance at my doorstep. 
Its 5 112 acres of gardens and lawn provide Georgetown with much needed green 
space, and its expansive street front.age enhances the accessibility of 
parking in the neighborhood much of the time. Beyond the value of such 
physical attributes, it also serves the people in the community through its 
programs. 

I have had the opportunity to review the special exception application 
that was shared with the neighbors twice prior to its submission. Changes to 
the proposed restrictions on opetation were made according to the wishes of 
certain neighbors. I have not been disturbed by its operation in the past, 
and I believe that the restrictions on operation that arc currently being 
proposed are more than adequate to ensure that Tudor Place's operation as a 
museum continues to have no adverse impact on the surrounding ~sidential 
neighborhood. Moreover, I believe that its value as a testament to the 
history of Georgetown strongly supports the necessity of it continuing to 
operate under its special exception. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support. 

Sincerely, 

~337 N SY--, Nv.J 
vJa:,,.,J, I~ 4tr.,,,' Pc. 201:J07 
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April 9, 2003 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street, NW Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application No. 16974 

Dear Sir and/ or Madam: 

As a neighbor of Tudor Place Historic House and Garden, I am writing in support of its 
application to continue its special exception to operate as a museum. As a non-profit museum 
that preserves and promotes a national architectural and historic landmark, Tudor Place 
provides an important contribution to the neighborhood as well as the nation. 

My experience with the current Tudor Place staff has been overwhelmingly positive. I 
have found them to be highly professional and sensitive to community concerns, and their 
numerous educational programs made available to the public demonstrate their strong 
commitment to preserving the historic legacy of the Peter family and educating the public about 
the historic value of Tudor Place. 

I appreciate having an historic site of such importance at my doorstep. Its 51/2 acres 
of gardens and lawn provide Georgetown with much needed green space, and its expansive 
street frontage enhances the accessibility of parking in the neighborhood much of the time. 
Beyond the value of such physical attributes, it also serves the people in the community through 
its programs. 

I have had the opportunity to review the specie.I exception application that was shared 
with the neighbors twice prior to its submission. Changes to the proposed restrictions on 
operation were made according to the wishes of certain neighbors. I have not been disturbed by 
its operation in the past, and I believe that the restrictions on operation that are currently being 
proposed are more than adequate to ensure that Tudor Place's operation as a museum 
continues to have no adverse impact on the surrounding residential neighborhood. Moreover, I 
believe that its value as a testament to the history of Georgetown strongly supports the 
necessity of it continuing to operate under its special exception. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support. 

Sincerely, 



Apr 13 03 02:45p OBRIEN 

April 9, 2003 

Board of 2.oning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street, NW Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application No. 16974 

Dear Sir -and/ or Madam: 

(202) 333-0461 

As a neighbor of Tudor Place Historic House and Garden, I am writing in support of its 
application to continue its special exception to operate as a museum. As a non-profit museum 
that preserves and promotes a national architectural and historic landmark, Tudor Place 
provides an important contribution to the neighborhood as we11 ac; the nation. 

My experience with the l."1.llTent Tudor Place staff has been overwhelmingly positive. I 
have found them to be highly professional and sensitive to community concerns, and their 
numerous educational programs made available to the public demonstrate their strong 
commitment to preserving the historic legacy of the Peter family and educating the public about 
the historic value of Tudor Place. 

I appreciate having an historic site of such importance at my doorstep. Its 5 1/2 acres 
of gardens and lawn provide Georgetown with much needed green space, and its expansive 
street frontage enhances the accessibility of parking in the neighborhood much of the time. 
Beyond the value of such physical attributes, it also serves the people in the community through 
its programs. 

I have had the opportunity to review the special exception application that was shared 
with the neighbors twice prior to its submission. Changes to the proposed restrictions on 
operation were made according to the wishes of certain neighbors. I have not been disturbed by 
its operation in the rast, and I believe that the restrictions on operation that are currently being 
proposed are more i:han adequate to ensure that Tudor Place's operation as a museum 
continues to have no adverse impact on the surrounding residential neighborhood. Moreover, I 
believe that its value as a testament to the history of Georgetown strongly supports the 
necessity of it continuing to operate under its special exception. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support. 

p. 1 
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Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 

Robert and Christine Smart 
3013 P Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20007 

Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street, NW Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application No. 16974 

Dear Sir and/ or Madam: 

April 12, 2003 

As a neighbor of Tudor Place Historic House and Garden, I am writing in 
support of its application to continue its special exception to operate as a 
museum. As a non-profit museum that preserves and promotes a national 
architectural and historic landmark, Tudor Place provides an important 
contribution to the neighborhood as well as the nation. 

My experience with the current Tudor Place staff has been overwhelmingly 
positive. I have found them to be highly professional and sensitive to 
community concerns, and their numerous educational programs made available 
to the public demonstrate their strong commitment to preserving the historic 
legacy of the Peter family and educating the public about the historic value of 
Tudor Place. 

I appreciate having an historic site of such importance at my doorstep. Its 5 
1/2 acres of gardens and lawn provide Georgetown with much needed green 
space, and its expansive street frontage enhances the accessibility of parking in 
the neighborhood much of the time. Beyond the value of such physical 
attributes, it also serves the people in the community through its programs. 

1 have had the opportunity to review the special exception application that was 
shared with the neighbors twice prior to its submission. Changes to the 
proposed restrictions on operation were made according to the wishes of certain 
neighbors. I have not been disturbed by its operation in the past, and I believe 
that the restrictions on operation that are currently being proposed are more than 
adequate to ensure that Tudor Place's operation as a museum continues to have 
no adverse impact on the surrounding residential neighborhood. Moreover, I 
believe that its value as a testament to the history of Georgetown strongly 
supports the necessity of it continuing to operate under its special exception. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support. 
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Jamauy 22. 2003 

Board of Zomng Adjustment 
Offioe o!Zonin& 
Oovamnenl of the Dimct of Columbia 
441411,, Snet,N.W. SDitell~S 
WashingloQ, DC lOOOl 

202-625-1175 

Re: 8ZA Application No. J 69?4 

NJ a neiahbor of Tudor Place Historic House and GanSco, I arn writing in aupport 
of iw application IO eontimJc its special accpdon to operate as a mll&ella As a non• 
pn,fit ID\INUlll that prmerva aftd pn,motcs a flllional an:bilechnl w .hi-wonc .landmark, 
Tudor~ povides an imponant QODln"blnion to die nei&bborbood as well as. the nation. 

My QPCricDce with rbe curn,at Tudor Place staff Im been o~ly 
positive. J have found than 10 be highly p1a<1 ,s :Ml ..t sensitive to community 
-.anddJeirnumen)m Jue._ pro&ramsnudc nailabletotbepublic 
demomlrate their ~QOmnullaetJf to prc:sen-iag rhe bistom lepey of ck hlc:r family 
and edUCldin& die public about the historic value of Tudor Pl.ace. 

I appreciate~- hi9lciric n of~ illlportlDce at my doorsaep. 113 5 1/2 
IClfl of ssdcns lDd lawn pro,ide Oeorplown wi1h mueh -=cW p'OCll ..-U, and its 
e,q,ansi~ IUcct ~ enhance, the ICCCnl"bility o(pnioe in the- ndjlll,orhood .:nucJt 
of the tune. 8eyond the w.lue of such ~ ateribulm, it also serves die l)':Ople in \he 
comm11Di1y lbnn¢ its p.Ojiwus. 

I have had the~ to rvvt,w lbc special eu.cpCioa applicatioll that~ 
sband wi1b die acishbors t\lric:e prior to its submisaiOD. Chages to Ibo proposed 
resrriction, on opondioa -wwemado.lCCOfding to the wishes of cer1ain neigbbors. J have 
not been dis1urbtd by its Gpe111tion ~ tt.. paat. and I bdieve fhlt lbe rcstric;tjoas OD 

operllion 1bat lie currently beiDg poposed ~ more lban adaqumc to___,. •bat Tudor 
Place's opel1ldon-. a Qllllfflml CQDlinues IO have no advenc impact on die sunounding 
.reeidallial neipboihuod Moreover. J belMMI that its value as a 1CSUlmalt to the history 
of Gcoqietown lbODgl)· suppom die aconsity of it comiouine 1o cpenire u.nd« its special 
excq,tion. 

nmt )'OIi for your COsllidl:rlboa of dais Idler of npport. 

Sinoaroty, 

P.01 

-•-•-•l 
~CYM-IL 
/419 357J>S1.N~( 
Kf Bti<-. uC ~ oaa7 

p • l 

TOTAL P.01 



D2·04-2003 16:38 From-

LIVINGSTON /MOFFETI 
GLOB.AL 

CONSULTANTS, L.L.C. 

T-866 P.002/002 F-744 

Robert L. Livingi;ron 

Toby Mofferr 

1620 L Stteet, NW, Suite 1210_, Washington, DC 20036 Phone: .202~785-8130 Fa..ic: 202-785-8131 

February 3, 2003 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th St N.W. Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Sir and/or Madam: 

I am the leader of a business In the District and our family lives less than a block 
from Tudor Place, on 1644 Avon Pl NW. 

l am writing in strong support of the application of Tudor Place to continue to Its 
special exemption to operate as a museum. This status allows it to make a unique 
contribution to our neighborhood. 

We have never had anything but positive experiences with Tudor Place, whether 
participating in activities there or merely observing that certain activities were taking 
place. Moreover, we find it hard to believe that there are some in our neighborhood, 
surely a tiny minority, who would like to restrict those incredibly positive activities. 

We fear that such negative thinking, if allowed to succeed, could jeopardize the 
very existence of Tudor Place and bring about its demise as a museum and deal a 
negative blow to our lovely neighborhood. 
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STATEMENT ·- .·· ........ -..... 

CONCERNING THE USE OF THE 
GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS OF TUDOR PLACE 

Georgetown, DC 

The undersigned neighbors of Tudor Place say that: 

t> We support the hard work of the Tudor Place Foundation in maintaining Tudor Place in 
its historical condition and making this historic home available to the people of the United States for 
tours. 

_ t> We ask the Tudor Place Foundation to respect the wishes of Annistead Peter ill, in his 
Will, that "Tudor Place be kept as I shall leave it, and that it be considered not as a period museum 
but as a house lived in and loved by generations of our family..:-,iJ- 1\J '-.r,r pie."-. h A.:. Afr\C ~ 0-' 

1 ~ ,J b r . 1l\ ,.,.,,_~c.,-.,w. t-J c.r~ J • ~ ,,.. c.lo 

t> We_J>ppose the use of Tudor Place and its grounds as a venue for holding private wedding 
receptions and corporate parties whteh, m th" :pasi, R&1.'0 Rog&t-iwlyiropac1ed aucquiet cesideotiaJ 
neighborhood W:itb · (J) noise fl:om tae set ~ llfttl tea£ tle~vfl 0ftsat1s and pla!foous; (2) uoi se iPetn 
the bands which pla,,y far t:be1se private partic.rnntil 10.30 PM, (~) traffic congesnon necessitating 
control by the police during eueats; and (4) a laek of pm-king spaces for residents. \\'edding -,. 
receptions, corporate parties. and other caroroerciaJ activities sbauld he held only in locations zonaj 
for suel1 e v ettts. 

W )~ a· h . . h f . . d d t> f\ oppose expan mg t e ex1stmg ours o tour operat10ns to everungs an Sun ays • 
..,_ because fu@ aadttioftftl • em.elcs woatd ma!et: parking--wn1cn 1s nuw vet} scruee aubose times roucb 

m0f0 tliffieult, if not vtnually 1mposs1ble. 

Dated: January~'-/, 2003 

~-w 
signature(s) 

j1A /1.A'oAI € R...oo ,_e-e. __ ..r __ _ 
printed name(s) 

address 

(~ 
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