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Lam wri~ing with respect to the application of NCRC 1n 
connection with iLa p~oposed expansion of its facilities on 
Highland Place. There are three points which l would like to call 
to the attention of the Soard. Although I have been a resident and 
property owner on Newark Street for t;he last 33 vears, my comments 
rolate not so much to Clevel.ei.nd Park, a.a to tbe interests or t:.he 
Di~triot of ColumbiQ Q,a ~ whole. 

l) As you are aware, late in the 1990s NCRC reached an agreement 
wi t.h thQ neighborhood wbiah blocked further expansion. in excha11.ge 
for thr;i neighborhood's agreement to certain rateps then being 
proposed by NCRC. As Mr. Mendelsohn made aleaz: at tho recent 
hearing, NCNC's current:. propn~~, no•s not aonform to that 
agreement. 

It i• clearly in the interssts of the District of coltunbia 
that citizens group~ reach amicable agreements with s~hnnls, 
developers, and others seeking to develop their neighborhoods, by 
negotiation rather than disputes. Ag.eements u.u. an amicab1e basis 
are not: . l:i.kc1y t:o ocour, boweves:-, if the D:istricl.: of Columbia 
ignores tha t•rm• of auah agreements at the behest of either 
party. Y ~m not suggesting that th• Di£tri0t must actively .mforce 
such ~gr.aements. However, if it wishes neighborhoods on the one 
hand and schools, non-pr.nf'i ts, or developers on the other to 
attempt to reach amicable agramnAnr.~, the parties to such 
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agret:UOents need to know that th• District will respect th~ir terms 
in the future. O~herwise, what is the point? 

2) Azs :C am sure you are aware, the homes ;_n C1evel.and Park enjoy 
aome of the higlles t properey va1 ues in tha ci t:y. Th•ra can be .no 
doubt that increased traffic on Highland Place ane1 Nawar.'k Street 
will have ai:i advcr~e effect on these values and hence, on property 
tax revenuas of the Di~trict. Xf NCRC paid property taxes to tho 
District, thie looo of tax reve~ue• might he counterbalanced by 
i~creased taxes paid by NCRC on its expand•d r~ci1ity. However, 
sines NCRC i~ a tax exempt institution, the nei: effect in tbe o.c. 
t:ax base is on1y a rAdn~t;_on in t::ax reoa:i.pts due to lower p:c-opert.y 
values ot nearby residential prnpA~ties ~auaed by tho wdditional 
t;r~:f fic. 

J) Highland PlA~~ w~s built as a small res1dentia1 strP.~t ~hich 
was not expe~ted to bea~ sigui(lctUit amounts or tra~~ic. GaA ~ 
wator mains are located under the ~treet. ~ believe sewer mains 
are looated there ao well. It seem• extremely unlikely that the 
engineering 0£ the street anticipated th• amount of traffic now 
being proposed, partioularly given the current size ~nd weighc ot 
autos, e~pecia1ly SUVa. Although Zam not ~n engineer, it would 
saam to b@ a Aignifi~~n~ ~isk that the addi~iona1 traf£i0 co~ld 
resulc in crushing one or more nf the water, aawer or gas mainc 
under the serest. requiring both the crushAd mains and tha street 
to be rel:)uilt. At the very least, NCRC should be required to bear 
the cost of any such damage as may occur. Such p~ym9nt would. of 
course, not compensace t:he accompanying danger and in~onv~nience to 
the residents of Higbla.u.d P1ace. 

Tho.nk you for your kind consideration. 

PAK:mwm 
CC:~ruce Beckner 

Very sincerely yours, 

/]~ 1/ /'~___.,,, 
Petar A. Hornbostal 




