
3430 34th Place NW 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

My name is Andrew Hamilton. I live at 3430 34th Place, N.W. I am here today to address 
the growth of traffic :from the National Child Research Center and its effect on my 
neighborhood. 

I wish to make three points. 

Fit~ BZA records and testimony presented during this case demonstrate that unregulated 
traffic impacts ofNCRC have more than tripled in the past forty years although the 
capacity of neighboring streets bas not changed. The records of the BZA show that in 
1963, 40 years ago, traffic impacts of the school were a major complaint by neighbors, 
and a major factor in the board~s decision to reject an appeal by the school to increase 
enrollment from 70 to 80 and build a new principal building. I note that the record shows 
that at the time, actual enrollment was 70 students. Since then traffic has increased 
greatly. (See Chart and accompanying table) This has come about principally because the 
school has increasingly interpreted the certificate of occupancy (CO) as controlling only 
the number of students present at any one time. Daily traffic is generated, however, by 
the total number of visits to the school by drivers dropping off and picking up students, 
by staff: including part-time workers, and by visitors. The evidence is unmistakable that 
daily traffic bas increased by a much greater factor than the increase in the CO. It has 
even increased significantly since 1998. 

Seco~ the traffic impacts of the school have implications for the neighborhood beyond 
Highland Place and the corresponding block of Ordway. Police have testified that the 
intersections of Ordway and Newark with 34th St. are among the most dangerous in this 
part of Washington. My street connects to Ordway and Newark west of34th St. Ifl wish 
to go east, Ordway and Newark are my most direct routes. Because of the configuration 
of city streets in the neighbo~ traffic exiting Highland must go to Newark, and 
northbound traffic, especially at rush hour, must tum left to 34th St., since there is no left 
tum (and no light) at Connecticut. Traffic count data collected by the Vehicle Volume 
Recording Company in 2002 show the added traffic on Highland (trips in and out) 
generated by the school is 525 trips daily, which is clearly additive to normal traffic on 
Newark as well. Department of Public Works data submitted to the BZA show that 65 
percent of the accidents recorded at Newark and 34th St. over the period from Jan. I, 1999 
to Dec. 31, 2001, occurred at times coinciding with peak traffic to and from NCRC as 
measured by the VVRC. I submit that traffic from NCRC bas a statistically significant 
correlation with the hazards of this intersection. The traffic from NCRC also poses a 
threat of secondary effects on the neighborhood it; as bas been suggested, the Department 
of Transportation decides to abate risks at Newark and 34th by instaDing a traffic signal. 
Newark Street on both sides of the intersection is not designed fur the additional traffic 
flow that would inevitably result, particularly in light of the planned modenmation and 
expansion of the Giant Food Store at Newark and W'1SCOnsin. Nor is narrow 34th Place, 
where I live. We already get commuter traffic ~ng to get aro~ks on 34th 
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during rush hour. We would inevitably get more if a light were installed at 34th and 
Newark. 

~ I urge the BZA to consider a remedy that requires the school to significantly 
reduce traffic impacts on the neighborhoo~ as suggested in Option Il of a Memorandum 
to Jerrily Kress from Kenneth Laden ofDDOT dated April 14, 2003. In this connection, I 
note that the two occasions since 1963 when the school bas obtained an increase in its CO 
leave questions about the basis for those decisions. There is apparently no record of a 
hearing in connection with the 1982 increase from 70 to 90. And as others have noted, I 
find the hearing record from 1998, when the BZA granted an increase in the CO for 
NCRC from 90 to 120, to be replete with misinformation ftom school representatives 
about the population of the school and about traffic impacts. For example, Matthew 
Watson, representing the school, was asked by Chairperson Reid on April 1, 1998 
(transcript pp.58-59) about the impact of school traffic on Newark St. He replied, " ... it 
would be totally unnoticed. We're talking about in the order of30 cars or so ... " I note 
that the VVRC data on flighland p1ace133n1 St. records 525 trips in and out that must, of 
necessity, use Newark. Even allowing for some growth in school population and visitors 
since 1998, Mr. Watson's number is simply not credible. 

You have an opportunity to correct previous administrative mistakes and restore our 
neighborhood to a more balaDCffl relationship between the homes, schools and businesses 
that make up its ~ and rightly preserved, character and fabric. I call on you to rise 
to the occasion. 
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Enrollment 

Staff 

Added trips 

1963 

70 

70 

10 

220 

1983 

90 

129 

19 

578 

2003 

120 

171 

43 

820 



METHODOLOGY: The Jnstitue a Transportation Erllineers ~ Trip Generation, 6th Edtion (1937) gives two methods 
for calculati~ trips generated ~ day-care facilities. One is an l.llaqUSted iMlffl88 d rTB1)' observations. The olher uses regression 
analysis d obser.<ed data to derr.e an eq.,ation for maki~ µecfctions. The~ cl the two metoods prodlces an estirre1e 
that each emllled student proclJces an awrage d 4.,trlps a day, taki~ into accooot bips to arxl from the center twice daily plus a 
a factor representi~ bips ~ staff and w;itors to the certer. Swee: SteYe Peterson, baffle consultant 
Evidence from BZA files SI.IQ88Sts that tawertlips per student occured in 1963, W1E!l1 the a-.eraee llU1tler a students per car car 
obser,,ect al'IN~at NCRC CN/!Jra three day period(Oct. 15-18)was 21, conpa,edto a load factor a 1.25 students per car 
arrivill;! at NCRC on Apil 3:>-May 1, ~ as cited in i:re-,iCIJS testimony here. The estimlte for 1963 aqusts for this dfference. 
The estimate for 1983 uses the rrE iM,age tactu d 4.B trips per studert. Toe data for 2003 reftects 
traffic cOlllls in 2X)2 taken~ the Veticle Voh.rnrns data SOONS NCRC generated 
525 acldtional trips on HiSIWld Place an:t alF!I 3'.X'.l ad:itional trips on Orct.Yay. 






