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Danielle Aguilar 
3831 Newark Street, NW Washington DC 20016 

Geoff Otjffis, Chairman 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
4414th Street, NW 
SecondF1oor 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application No. 16970 

Dear Chairman Griffis, 

September IS, 2003 

I have been fullowing the NCRC case with great interest. I enclose an article that 
appeared on September 3, 2003, in The Northwest Current. As you can see, the article 
descnl>es the predicament facing the parents, students, and administrators at Hearst 
Elementary School - a public school located not mr from Cleveland Park. 

c-

In a nutshell, Hearst must add more special education children and, due to space 
constrah$, the overall academic program will lose a room for art classes and 
Before/After School activities. "The [school system's] special eel folks who met with us 
said, basipally, that all of that can happen in the hallway ... which is really appalling," said 
the PTA'~ vice president, according to the articJe. At NCRC, too, they are no strangers to 
conducting core operations in hallways due to lack of appropriate spaces. 

I know that you have heard testhnony from NCRC about its enrollment growth during the 
1990-91 school year, when it added 17 children in its so-called Bunny Early hrtervention 
program. .. This step was taken as part ofNCRC's ongomg commitment to a Mission of 
diversity and inclusion - in this case, in the form of including a diverse population with 
special n~s. As Hearst is discovering, serving a special needs community places 
signifiC8D,'l demands on the institution, the school community, and the facility. NCRC's 
desire to ~and is not frivolous; facing the same plight as the Hearst community, NCRC 
is attempting to tackle the problem headlong through a reasonable and balanced 
e,tpansioq proposal - and not at the expense of the children whom the school serves. 

Educating children is a shared respomubility of all of the District's citizens, whether the 
classroom is in a public school or a private schooL I Ul'gC the BZA to support NCRC in 
its efforts, to remain true to its vital Mission. 

Sincerely~ 

Danielle Aguilar 

CJ 
. , 
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